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truly appalling. America and this 
House should not be sitting silent as 
thousands of Syrian civilians are 
slaughtered by their government. 
Assad is not a man of peace, as some in 
this body have asserted. He is an inter-
national war criminal. His blood- 
stained hands should be shunned the 
world over. 

The United Nations now believes that 
over 100 civilians are being murdered 
daily, including women and children. 
Estimates vary as to how many civil-
ians have been killed since Assad’s re-
gime launched its brutal crackdown 
down on peaceful demonstrators in 
Syria in the spring of last year. CNN is 
reporting as many as 9,000 people have 
been killed in the last year, yet the 
leadership of this House remains silent. 
The Senate passed a resolution in mid- 
February. Why haven’t we? 

I and my colleague, Congressman 
KEITH ELLISON, have introduced a reso-
lution identical to the bill the Senate 
just passed on a bipartisan basis. And I 
urge my colleagues to speak out 
against the unspeakable violations 
that take place every moment. 

Doing right is long overdue. Let’s 
stop the horrors and mobilize the world 
to stop the killing. 

f 

CABOT GUNS AND PENN UNITED 
TECHNOLOGIES 

(Mr. KELLY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, I recently 
had the pleasure of visiting with an 
outstanding new company in western 
Pennsylvania called Cabot Guns, a 
company whose belief in American 
exceptionalism and dedication to un-
compromising quality have resulted in 
a new standard of precision-made hand-
guns. In fact, Cabot Guns are already 
being described as the finest pistols in 
the world by the Blue Book of Guns. 
Cabot Guns embodies the best of what 
this great Nation’s finest machinists, 
engineers, and master craftsmen have 
to offer, and is proof of the enduring 
prowess of the American dream. 

These highly prized firearms provide 
a new industry for my district and are 
made in collaboration with Penn 
United Technologies, a pioneering 
manufacturer of precision components 
for the defense, aerospace, medical, en-
ergy, and nuclear industries that was 
founded 40 years ago by the great inno-
vator and patriot, Carl Jones, a man 
whose legacy lives on through Cabot 
Guns and Penn United’s strong belief 
in family, God, and country and a firm 
commitment to our Second Amend-
ment. 

f 

CONTRACEPTIVE COVERAGE 

(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, contra-
ceptive coverage is an issue of women’s 
health, access to health care, and af-

fordability that affects our entire 
health care system. As we deliberate 
this important issue, it’s imperative 
that we consider all of the benefits of 
access to contraceptives, starting with 
the prevention of unplanned preg-
nancies. 

One thing about which we should all 
agree is that we need to reduce the 
number of abortions. Now, access to 
contraceptives plays a critical role in 
that goal, but the benefits don’t stop 
there. Contraceptives are often pre-
scribed for certain medical conditions 
that, untreated, could keep women 
from work, lead to more serious health 
problems, or otherwise impact the 
quality of their lives. These negative 
consequences are easy to prevent with 
access to preventive health care, which 
can help with unnecessary costs, both 
intangible and tangible. 

Unfortunately, too many women 
across the country suffer every day be-
cause they don’t have access to health 
care that includes contraceptives. This 
is an issue of access, of affordability, 
and of the rights of women to receive 
quality health care. I urge my col-
leagues to make that their focus. 

f 

ENERGY SECURITY 

(Mr. STUTZMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, Hoo-
siers across northeast Indiana paid 
$3.85 for a gallon of gasoline this morn-
ing. Gas prices are skyrocketing, and 
people in my district are looking for 
long-term solutions. 

Unfortunately, for the past 3 years, 
President Obama has rejected serious 
efforts to promote American energy se-
curity. By failing to put forward a re-
sponsible energy policy, this adminis-
tration is making things worse at the 
pump. 

In 2008, Energy Secretary Steven Chu 
said, ‘‘Somehow we have to figure out 
how to boost the price of gasoline to 
the levels in Europe.’’ 

Well, if something doesn’t change, 
Hoosiers could see those prices soon. 

In January, President Obama re-
jected the bipartisan Keystone XL 
pipeline and blocked the flow of over 
800,000 barrels of oil each day. The 
President’s decision does nothing to 
lower prices or protect us from uncer-
tainty in the Middle East. It’s a serious 
blow to Hoosier families already strug-
gling in the real economy. 

Hoosiers deserve a true all-of-the- 
above approach. The House has already 
passed five energy bills that are being 
held up in the Senate. It’s time to pro-
mote real energy security. 

f 

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH 

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to honor the start of Women’s 

History Month, which starts tomorrow. 
This month gives us all the oppor-
tunity to recognize the important and 
glass ceiling-shattering work women 
across our country and around the 
world have done and continue to do. 
Despite the tremendous progress that 
has been made over the past century 
towards gender equality, more still 
needs to be done. 

Over the last 14 months, we’ve seen 
the rights of women come under attack 
again and again in this body. Though I 
firmly believe in encouraging healthy 
debate, the attacks that we have seen 
are an affront to the rights and health 
of women around this country. That’s 
why I was so heartened by the recent 
compromise on contraceptive care. 
While I have deep respect for the reli-
gious and moral beliefs of all Ameri-
cans, I am pleased with this com-
promise because these guidelines in-
crease access to contraceptive services 
for women while respecting religious 
liberty. It protects the beliefs and 
health of all American women and fam-
ilies. 

In the spirit of Women’s History 
Month, I ask that we put an end to this 
partisan bickering and focus on achiev-
ing better women’s health. 

f 

STOP DEFICIT SPENDING 

(Mr. CHAFFETZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CHAFFETZ. For 4 consecutive 
years, President Obama has introduced 
a budget with a $1 trillion deficit—4 
years in a row. This has never hap-
pened in our Nation’s history. 

Well, how much is $1 trillion? If you 
spent $1 million a day every day, it 
would take you almost 3,000 years to 
get to $1 trillion. No longer can we do 
this. We’re paying more than $733 mil-
lion a day in interest on our national 
debt. We deficit spend something like 
$4 billion a day. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we cannot sus-
tain the spending that we have. Our 
Nation is going bankrupt. It is impera-
tive that this Congress get a grip on its 
fiscal future and put forward a budget 
that is responsible and over the course 
of time will actually balance our books 
and pay off the national debt. 

f 

b 1230 

ATTACKS ON WOMEN’S HEALTH 

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in opposition to the extensive at-
tacks made on women’s health in re-
cent weeks. 

We have seen an almost unprece-
dented number of attacks on women’s 
access to health care, reproductive op-
tions, and even prenatal care. From a 
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hearing on women’s health that in-
cluded a panel with no women wit-
nesses, to public statements dimin-
ishing the importance of women’s ac-
cess to a full range of preventive health 
services, to accusations that prenatal 
testing is in some way a pathway to 
abortions, it has been open season on 
women’s health. This is not acceptable. 

We need to trust women to know 
what is best for their families and for 
themselves, and those of us in Congress 
should always have their best interests 
in mind. Women do not deserve to have 
their health used as a political 
football. 

f 

WOMEN’S HEALTH CARE 

(Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, former New York 
Governor Mario Cuomo, a man who saw 
the duality in being a legislator and a 
man of faith, once noted that ‘‘all reli-
giously based values don’t have an a 
priori place in our public morality.’’ I 
think my colleagues have forgotten 
that message in recent days when it 
comes to women’s health, ignoring the 
important impacts that access to con-
traceptives can mean for women. 

Contrary to what some of my col-
leagues may believe, contraception is 
not a cheap, easily accessible solution 
for all women. An objective, non-
partisan panel developed recommenda-
tions for contraceptive coverage paid 
for by religiously affiliated employers. 
The Obama administration adopted 
new regulations based on these rec-
ommendations. 

These regulations were not designed 
to jeopardize anyone’s religious free-
dom. These regulations were designed 
to protect the health needs of women, 
period. We should be doing everything 
possible to support women’s health, 
not attacking women for demanding 
better health care. 

f 

ACCESS TO CONTRACEPTION 

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, 25 years 
ago I was diagnosed with ovarian can-
cer. I was lucky, had excellent doctors 
who detected the cancer by chance in 
Stage 1. I am alive today by the grace 
of God and biomedical research. Many 
women today are not so lucky. 

Ten women in the U.S. are diagnosed 
with a gynecological cancer every 
hour, and yet we know that using con-
traception for a year reduces the risk 
of ovarian cancer by 10 to 12 percent, 
using it for 5 years reduces that risk by 
roughly 50 percent. Twenty-six thou-
sand women will die from these terrible 
cancers each and every year. This is 
just one of the ways that access to con-
traception is beneficial to women’s 
health. 

Improved access to birth control is 
directly linked to declines in maternal 
and infant mortality and helps to re-
duce unintended pregnancies. It signifi-
cantly reduces a woman’s risk of 
endometrial cancer. That is why, after 
an impartial and comprehensive review 
of the scientific data, the Institute of 
Medicine made the decision to include 
contraception among covered preven-
tive services under the Affordable Care 
Act because contraception is very 
much part of women’s health. It can 
help prevent ovarian cancer. It can 
save women’s lives. 

f 

SAN JOAQUIN RIVER RELIABILITY 
ACT 

(Ms. SPEIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong opposition to H.R. 1837, 
the so-called San Joaquin River Reli-
ability Act. This bill should be called 
the San Joaquin River Runs Dry Act. 
It will literally divert water from fish-
ing and farming communities in Cali-
fornia and send it right into the open 
arms of agribusiness. 

The author and backers of this bill 
don’t want a sustainable water policy 
for California. Instead, they want to 
overturn a century of California law 
that protects healthy waterways for 
fish, crops, and drinking supplies. 

This bill should be called the GRAB 
Act, Give Rights to Agribusiness. It 
represents an unprecedented intrusion 
on States’ water rights by the Federal 
Government. This goes beyond Cali-
fornia and would affect water policy 
across the Western States. 

Taking water away from farmers and 
fishermen struggling to make ends 
meet is bad for our economy and bad 
for our country. I urge my colleagues 
to protect States’ rights, to support 
farming and fishing families, and vote 
against this extreme overreach of a 
bill. 

f 

ACCESS TO WOMEN’S HEALTH 
SAVES LIVES 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Yester-
day, Mr. Speaker, I had the privilege of 
meeting with leaders who treat women 
as OB/GYNs from Baylor College of 
Medicine and from St. Joseph Hospital 
in Houston, Texas. They acknowledged 
the importance of access to women’s 
health care. 

In a hearing in Judiciary, a very re-
nowned doctor, an OB/GYN, indicated 
that thousands of women are impacted 
with respect to cervical cancer by hav-
ing access to contraceptives and to be 
able to be treated properly. 

Let me be very clear: Now, with the 
established compromise, no religious 
institution will have to pay any 
money. One of the witnesses who hap-
pened to be a bishop said, That’s fine; 

I’m not interfering with what some 
woman does elsewise. 

So why do we have this crisis? We 
have a settlement to resolve—the pro-
tection of religious liberty and the pro-
tection of women’s rights. 

May I quickly indicate that just re-
cently I introduced H.R. 83 that has to 
do with preventing bullying. And with 
the tragic incidences of the last 48 
hours—now three young people dead— 
it’s time again for this House to move 
again on a bill that deals with best 
practices to help our schools under-
stand how to help our children. 

I look forward to this legislation 
moving forward. I also look forward to 
acknowledging that access to women’s 
health saves lives. Let’s save lives. 

f 

MAKING IN ORDER CONSIDER-
ATION OF HOUSE RESOLUTION 
562, DIRECTING OFFICE OF HIS-
TORIAN TO COMPILE ORAL HIS-
TORIES FROM MEMBERS IN-
VOLVED IN ALABAMA CIVIL 
RIGHTS MARCHES 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that it shall be 
in order at any time through the legis-
lative day of March 1, 2012, to consider 
in the House House Resolution 562; the 
resolution be considered as read; and 
the previous question be considered as 
ordered on the resolution and preamble 
to adoption without intervening mo-
tion or demand for division of the ques-
tion except 1 hour of debate equally di-
vided and controlled by the majority 
leader and the minority leader or their 
respective designees. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 1837, SACRAMENTO-SAN 
JOAQUIN VALLEY WATER RELI-
ABILITY ACT 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, by 
direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 566 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 566 
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1837) to ad-
dress certain water-related concerns on the 
San Joaquin River, and for other purposes. 
The first reading of the bill shall be dis-
pensed with. All points of order against con-
sideration of the bill are waived. General de-
bate shall be confined to the bill and shall 
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. After general debate the bill shall be 
considered for amendment under the five- 
minute rule. In lieu of the amendment in the 
nature of a substitute recommended by the 
Committee on Natural Resources now print-
ed in the bill, it shall be in order to consider 
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