February 28, 2012

or should recuse herself because her
husband had an opinion; but some of
these same liberals, so-called, took the
position that, gee, if Clarence Thomas’
wife has a position, he must be dis-
qualified.

The hypocrisy goes on and on.

Hopefully, Justice Kagan will tell us
all of the emails, allow us to see all of
the emails that were sent, all of the
consultations in which she was a part.
Then we’ll see the truth.

This bill required the spending of $105
billion at a time we didn’t have $105
billion. We’re having to borrow over $42
billion, $43 billion, $44 billion of that
from other places, including from
China. China doesn’t mind seeing this
happen. I think they realize it will
bring down this Nation financially.

The President said it would cost less
than $1 trillion to implement. Well, the
first CBO score came back over $1 tril-
lion. The Director of CBO called over
to the White House. He comes back and
says, You know, it’s more like $800 bil-
lion. Then once it gets in place, he
says, You know what, we had a mathe-
matical error or two. It’s actually over
$1 trillion.

That’s why CBO deserves to have a
margin of error of 25 percent, plus or
minus.

We keep coming back to this one
thing, that this bill is not nearly as
much about health care as it is about
the government’s running everything—
running individual lives. Sam Adams,
John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, those
who gave their lives for our freedoms,
would never have stood for this. The
government’s running everything? But
it’s true. If the Federal Government
can do this, there is nothing that is
closed to the government’s direction
and law. If the government has the
right to direct everyone’s health care,
then this opens the bedroom to Federal
Government jurisdiction like nothing
ever has, not immediately but eventu-
ally.

Is that what people want? Do you
want the Federal Government being
able to say, This practice is okay. This
one in the bedroom is not okay be-
cause, see, we’re in charge of your
health care, and we’ve seen that it ends
up costing more if you do this, that or
the other, so we’re going to prohibit
that?

If they can direct against someone’s
religious beliefs and that certain bed-
room practices will be allowed, they
can direct which ones can’t be. If they
can direct what the Catholic Church or
Catholic individual has to provide or
pay for, they can sure tell them what
they can’t engage in as well. This
opens a door to the government’s run-
ning everything like never before.

This month marks 2 years that it has
been passed against the will of the
American people, against the will of
most State legislatures, against the
Constitution. Is it a tax? Is it not a
tax? It appears this administration will
say whatever it has to say to try to get
this held as constitutional. I can say
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unequivocally, if the Supreme Court
were to hold this bill and its mandates
and its intrusions into every area of
personal being as constitutional, it will
give me no satisfaction to someday say
to a Justice of the Supreme Court
whose religious beliefs have been vio-
lated, I told you so. None.

It will break many of our hearts that
there was such blindness, but I have
that hope that spring is eternal in the
human breast, that there is still
enough reliance on the Constitution,
itself, and on our Supreme Court that
they will recognize the door that is
open, that they will recognize the in-
consistencies of this administration in
trying to come up with some argument
to justify these violations of our free-
doms.

Some say that States require you to
have auto insurance. That’s only if
you’re going to drive on their roads. If
you’re going to participate in that
privilege, then, yes; but nobody is re-
quired to have auto insurance if
they’re not going to drive a car on
their highways. In fact, the only insur-
ance that has been required by any
State mandatorily is insurance to
cover others who might be harmed by
an individual’s driving and harming
them. I don’t know of a State that re-
quires insurance on individuals hurting
themselves while they’re driving, only
liability.

Now, we do have the problem in Mas-
sachusetts where Massachusetts basi-
cally had a mandate. Other than that
mandate in Massachusetts, no State
has ever been able or even thought of
or tried to require the purchase of a
product.

Oh, this is going to be for the work-
ing poor.

Look, we already have Medicare and
Medicaid. Until this administration,
with the help of Speaker PELOSI and
Leader REID in the Senate, gutted $500
billion out of Medicare, until that hap-
pened, there was not going to be any
damage to Medicare. We were going to
take care of our seniors and take care
of our poor. But if you look in this bill
as I have—and I've been through the
whole thing—you will find out, if you
are just above the poverty line—if
you’re working, if you’re doing every-
thing you can to get by, to make it
with your family, but can’t afford as
good an insurance policy as is man-
dated by the Federal Government—
that this administration wants you to
have an additional tax on your income
as if that’s going to help.

This hurts the working poor. It dev-
astates Medicare by pitting people
against our seniors, taking $500 billion
away from Medicare. It’s time for
America to rise up again and make
clear: This is unconstitutional. And I
think even the Supreme Court would
hear that, when Americans rise up and
say, You’re not governing every aspect
of my personal life like this opens the
door to doing.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today on ac-
count of business in the district.

———

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on February 22, 2012 she pre-
sented to the President of the United
States, for his approval, the following
bill.

H.R. 3630. To provide incentives for the cre-
ation of jobs, and for other purposes.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 10 minutes

p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Wednesday, February 29, 2012, at 10
a.m. for morning-hour debate.
———
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5115. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule — Closed Captioning of Internet Pro-
tocol-Delivered Video Programming: Imple-
mentation of the Twenty-First Century
Communications and Video Accessibility Act
of 2010 [MB Docket No.: 11-154] received Feb-
ruary 2, 2012, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

5116. A letter from the Chairperson, Na-
tional Committee on Vital and Health Sta-
tistics, transmitting the Tenth Annual Re-
port to Congress on the Implementation of
the Administrative Simplification Provi-
sions of the Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act (HIPAA); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

5117. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Export Administration, Department of
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Amendment to the Export Ad-
ministration Regulations: Addition of a Ref-
erence to a Provision of the Iran Sanctions
Act of 1996 (ISA) and Statement of the Li-
censing Policy for Transactions Involving
Persons Sanctioned under the ISA [Docket
No.: 110718395-1482-01] (RIN: 0694-AF30) re-
ceived February 6, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

5118. A letter from the Director, Inter-
national Cooperation, Department of De-
fense, transmitting Pursuant to Section 27(f)
of the Arms Export Control Act and Section
1(f) of Executive Order 11958, Transmittal No.
22-11 informing of an intent to sign the
Memorandum of Understanding with Aus-
tralia; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5119. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a report pursuant to Section
804 of the PLO Commitments Compliance
Act of 1989 (title VIII, Foreign Relations Au-
thorization Act, FY 1990 and 1991 (Pub. L.
101-246)), and Sections 603-604 (Middle East
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Peace Commitments Act of 2002) and 699 of
the Foreign Relations Authorization Act, FY
2003 (Pub. L. 107-228), the functions of which
have been delegated to the Department of
State; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5120. A letter from the Deputy Secretary,
Department of the Treasury, transmitting as
required by section 401(c) of the National
Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and sec-
tion 204(c) of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), and
pursuant to Executive Order 13313 of July 31,
2003, a six-month periodic report on the na-
tional emergency with respect to persons un-
dermining democratic processes or institu-
tions in Zimbabwe that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13288 of March 6, 2003; to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5121. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Management and Budget, transmit-
ting a legislative proposal entitled, ‘‘Reform-
ing and Consolidating Government Act of
2012”’; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

5122. A letter from the Acting Deputy As-
sistant Administrator for Regulatory Pro-
grams, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Endangered and
Threatened Species: Designation of Critical
Habitat for Cook Inlet Beluga Whale [Docket
No.: 090224232-0457-04] (RIN: 0648-AX50) re-
ceived February 6, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

5123. A letter from the Assistant Adminis-
trator for Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule —
Endangered and Threatened Species: Final
Rule To Revise the Critical Habitat Designa-
tion for the Endangered Leatherback Sea
Turtle [Docket No.: 0808061067-1664-03] (RIN:
0648-AX06) received February 6, 2012, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on Natural Resources.

5124. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s determination on
a petition on behalf of workers from the
Linde Ceramics Plant in Tonawanda, New
York, to be added to the Special Exposure
Cohort (SEC), pursuant to the Energy Em-
ployees Occupational Illness Compensation
Program Act of 2000 (EEOICPA); to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

5125. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s determination on
a petition on behalf of workers from the
Hooker Electrochemical Corporation in Ni-
agara Falls, New York, to be added to the
Special Exposure Cohort (SEC), pursuant to
the Energy Employees Occupational Illness

Compensation Program Act of 2000
(EEOICPA); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

5126. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
of the Army, Civil Works, Department of De-
fense, transmitting the combined monthly
report on allocations and obligations by the
Army Corps of Engineers; to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

5127. A letter from the Senior Program An-
alyst, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule —
Standard Instrument Approach Procedures,
and Takeoff Minimums and Obstacle Depar-
ture Procedures; Miscellaneous Amendments
[Docket No.: 30821; Amdt. No. 3460] received
February 16, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

5128. A letter from the Senior Program An-
alyst, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — FAA-
Approved Portable Oxygen Concentrators;
Technical Amendment [Docket No.: FAA-
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2011-1343; Amdt. No. 121-358] received Feb-
ruary 13, 2012, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

5129. A letter from the Senior Program An-
alyst, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule —
Standard Instrument Approach Procedures,
and Takeoff Minimums and Obstacle Depar-
ture Procedures; Miscellaneous Amendments
[Docket No.: 30822; Amdt. No. 3461] received
February 16, 2012, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

5130. A letter from the Chief, Publications
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule
— Rollover from qualified defined contribu-
tion plan to qualified defined benefit plan to
obtain additional annuity (Rev. Rul. 2012-4)
received February 7, 2012, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. BISHOP of Utah: Committee on Rules.
House Resolution 566. Resolution providing
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 1837) to ad-
dress certain water-related concerns on the
San Joaquin River, and for other purposes
(Rept. 112-405). Referred to the House Cal-
endar.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. CHAFFETZ (for himself, Mr.
ALTMIRE, and Mr. GOWDY):

H.R. 4093. A Dbill to amend the Act of Au-
gust 25, 1958, commonly known as the
“Former Presidents Act of 1958, with re-
spect to the monetary allowance payable to
a former President, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

By Mr. JONES:

H.R. 4094. A bill to authorize pedestrian
and motorized vehicular access in Cape Hat-
teras National Seashore Recreational Area,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Natural Resources, and in addition to the
Committee on the Judiciary, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr.
ROSSs of Arkansas):

H.R. 4095. A bill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to improve
the safety of Internet pharmacies; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. GIBSON (for himself and Mr.
THOMPSON of California):

H.R. 4096. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for an energy in-
vestment credit for energy storage property
connected to the grid, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. MICA (for himself, Mr. DENHAM,
and Ms. NORTON):

H.R. 4097. A bill to amend the John F. Ken-
nedy Center Act to authorize appropriations
for the John F. Kennedy Center for the Per-
forming Arts, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.
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By Mr. CONYERS (for himself, Mr.
CLARKE of Michigan, Mr. PETERS, Mr.
ScoTT of Virginia, Ms. JACKSON LEE
of Texas, Ms. WATERS, Mr. COHEN,
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, and Ms.
CHU):

H.R. 4098. A bill to improve public safety
through increased law enforcement presence
and enhanced public safety equipment and
programs, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. DENT (for himself, Mr. TONKO,
Mr. BARLETTA, Mrs. CHRISTENSEN,
Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia, Mr. CRITZ,
Mr. DINGELL, Mr. DOYLE, Mr. ENGEL,
Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. GERLACH, Mr.
GIBSON, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. HANNA,
Ms. HAYWORTH, Mr. HINCHEY, Mr.
HoLDEN, Mr. HoLT, Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. LATOU-
RETTE, Mrs. LOWEY, Mr. MARINO, Mr.
MEEHAN, Mr. PLATTS, Mr. RYAN of
Ohio, Mr. TIERNEY, Ms. TSONGAS, Mr.
PASTOR of Arizona, and Mr. McGoV-
ERN):

H.R. 4099. A bill to authorize a National
Heritage Area Program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Ms. BORDALLO (for herself, Mr.
GUINTA, Mr. FARR, Mr. SABLAN, Mr.
PIERLUISI, Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA, and
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN):

H.R. 4100. A bill to strengthen enforcement
mechanisms to stop illegal, unreported, and
unregulated fishing, to amend the Tuna Con-
ventions Act of 1950 to implement the Anti-
gua Convention, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts:

H.R. 4101. A bill to amend the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act to exempt a debt
collector from liability when leaving certain
voice mail messages for a consumer with re-
spect to a debt as long as the debt collector
follows regulations prescribed by the Bureau
of Consumer Financial Protection on the ap-
propriate manner in which to leave such a
message, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

By Mr. ISRAEL:

H.R. 4102. A bill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to establish a loan program to as-
sist and provide incentives for manufactur-
ers to reinvest in making products in the
United States, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Small Business.

By Mr. JONES:

H.R. 4103. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to provide for certain require-
ments relating to the retirement, adoption,
care, and recognition of military working
dogs, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Mr. RENACCT:

H.R. 4104. A bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in recognition
and celebration of the Pro Football Hall of
Fame; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

By Ms. HANABUSA (for herself and Ms.
HIRONO):

H. Con. Res. 105. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center for an event to
celebrate the birthday of King Kamehameha;
to the Committee on House Administration.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.
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