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hope.”—Martin Luther King Jr. I didn’t
quite get this at first, until I started to
think about it. What King means is, the
there is always a little bit of hope, even if
the problem is huge. To always cling to that
piece of hope, and you will overcome the
problem.

Some of the reasons my appreciation for
my American heritage has increased is be-
cause of the Holocaust Museum, the Lincoln
Memorial, and the Martin Luther King Jr.
memorial. I am deeply grateful for being
able to go on this trip. I am so thankful for
everyone that has done something for our
country, not just the things listed above.
Without these people and these events, we
would not be here, and we would not be
America. Thank you everyone.

WASHINGTON D.C. ESSAY
(By Chloe Atchley)

‘We the People of the United States .. .
Thomas Jefferson wrote. I believe that as a
citizen of the United States, we should have
pride in our country. On my trip to Wash-
ington D.C., I grew a new appreciation and
curiosity for my great Nation. Three places
I was able to visit that helped my respect
grow were the Arlington National Cemetery,
the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial, and the
Jefferson Memorial.

The first place that helped me appreciate
my Nation more was the Arlington National
Cemetery. In my opinion, what shocked me
the most was just how many graves there
were. They lined the fields and area for
miles. Every single one of those people
served my country. Some of them died and
sacrificed themselves for it. This cemetery
did a wonderful job honoring those people,
those heroes.

The second place that helped me appre-
ciate my Nation more was the Vietnam’s
Veteran Memorial. When I saw it, it was
dark, and I couldn’t see how long it was.
Walking along beside it, I was surprised to
find that it kept on going on with me. There
are 58,272 names on the wall today. It gave
me pride to be American knowing that every
last one of those people did their best to pro-
tect us and help others.

The last place that helped me appreciate
my country more was the Jefferson Memo-
rial. Out of everything I saw and visited, this
was definitely one of my favorites. It was
quiet, peaceful, and reflective, just like how
I think Thomas Jefferson would have liked
it. The sun was setting, and reflected on the
walls of the little dome beautifully. It illu-
minated the excerpts from the Declaration
of Independence that were engraved every-
where. It was a reminder of how we origi-
nally fought for our freedom, and of how my
home began.

These are some of the places that increased
my appreciation for my American heritage.
This trip was one of the best experiences I
have ever had. I hope everyone can stop to
remember the sacrifices made and the strug-
gles conquered through our history, and hold
their head higher in remembrance that they
are an American.

WASHINGTON, DC ESSAY
(By Callie Effler)

Very few places make one more proud to be
an American than Washington, DC. I saw
very many things in our nation’s capitol
that I will remember for the rest of my life,
but several stuck out that made me feel even
more blessed than I already do to live in
America. Three things and places in par-
ticular that made me especially appreciate
my American heritage were the Vietnam
Veterans’ Memorial, the National Archives,
and the flag that inspired the Star Spangled
Banner.

All of the monuments were breathtakingly
beautiful, but the Vietnam Veterans’ Memo-
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rial didn’t catch my eye for that reason—it
was that it had so many names. 58,795 brave
men and women were willing to pay the ulti-
mate price to preserve the freedom and safe-
ty that so many of us take for granted today.
These soldiers, nurses, and others who gave
their lives so that we in the United States
and those in other countries could be free are
true heroes.

Another thing that made me prize my
American heritage was the National Ar-
chives. There, we saw many documents in-
cluding the Declaration of Independence and
the Constitution. It made me feel honored to
have the opportunity to see the documents
that shaped our past, which led to my
present, and will lead to our future. In my
opinion, these are some of the most impor-
tant documents in the world. They led to
changes in not only our country, but others
as well.

Lastly, the flag that inspired our national
anthem was the most amazing thing I saw in
Washington. I couldn’t believe that such a
massive flag could even be made! It’s colos-
sal size was accomplished by a woman and
several teenage girls. They made a flag—by
hand—that survived battle and sparked a
poem that is now one of the most recogniz-
able tunes in history. Even then, Americans
were making great things, both physical
items and ideas.

The Vietnam Veterans® Memorial, Na-
tional Archives, and the Star-Spangled Ban-
ner are only three of the things I saw in
Washington, DC, that made me proud of my
American heritage. I think that everyone
should have the opportunity to see the
things from the past that shaped their fu-
ture. I will never forget my 8th grade field
trip, and will cherish all of the things that
make our country great.

WASHINGTON D.C.
(By Madison Jacobs)

Washington D.C. is located between Vir-
ginia and Maryland in the District of Colum-
bia. I believe that it is important to know
about your countries history in order to be
able to do the basic things adults do. This
experience was breathtaking and intriguing.
I have learned several things while on this
trip but the three places that taught me a
lot was The National Archives, the Vietnam
Memorial, and the Holocaust Museum.

My first place visited that I really enjoyed
and learned a lot from was the National Ar-
chives. This acquaintance was both enticing
and captivating. Seeing the Declaration of
Independence, The Constitution, and the Bill
of Rights I felt astonished and proud to live
in this country. It is incredible to see that in
200 years these documents are still around
and we go by them today. I especially en-
joyed looking at all of the documents writ-
ten so long ago.

The second place visited that I enjoyed and
learned from was the Vietnam Memorial. It
gave me great pride in my country but also
at the same time it made me feel sad that all
of these wonderful men; fathers, sons, hus-
bands, and brothers lost their lives. This war
lasted for 16 years. During these years 58,000
people died fighting so that we could all be
free and giving their life for ours. The Viet-
nam Memorial was very humbling to me. My
lasting impression is that I will always re-
spect and honor those who fight and die for
our country.

My third place I visited that I learned from
was the Holocaust Museum. The Holocaust
was a mass Kkilling of Jews and other civil-
ians. The factors that contributed to this
were anti-Semitism and the rise of the Nazis.
My most vivid thing that I will always re-
member is the room with all of the Jewish
people’s shoes. Also the smell of the shoes
from the leather was horrible. This will al-
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ways stay in the back of my mind. The Holo-
caust Museum really touched me with the
fact that millions of people died who were in-
nocent and died for what they believed in.

The National Archives, The Vietnam Me-
morial, and The Holocaust Museum were the
three places that we went to that touched
me the most. These places have affected our
nation’s history in many different ways and
they represent what Americans are and what
we stand for. I really enjoyed this trio and
would like to go back one day in the near fu-
ture.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE DEDICA-
TION OF THE CROATIAN CUL-
TURAL GARDEN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 6, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the dedication of the Croatian
Cultural Garden, taking place on June 3,
2012.

The 254 acre piece of land that constitutes
Rockefeller Park was donated to the City of
Cleveland by John D. Rockefeller in 1896. The
Cleveland Croatian Cultural Garden is a two
acre piece of land within Rockefeller Park. The
Cleveland Cultural Gardens were founded in
1926 to create a memorial area for the diverse
ethnic groups that shape the region, and to
serve as a space for reflection on peace, co-
operation and understanding. The Cultural
Gardens are currently a collection of 26 gar-
dens which include African-American, Amer-
ican Indian, British, Chinese, Czech, Estonian,
and Slovenian gardens, among others.

The mission of the Croatian Cultural Garden
is to dedicate a garden that celebrates the rich
cultural achievements and contributions of the
Croatian people and to endow an educational
legacy for future generations. Groundbreaking
on the Garden took place on April 30, 2011
with the support of the Garden’s benefactor,
Ed Lozick.

The dedication of Phase | of the Croatian
Cultural Garden will begin with a Holy Mass at
St. Paul Croatian Church. Phase | includes the
installation of “The Immigrant Mother” statue
which represents Croatian mothers who emi-
grated to the U.S. The bronze statue was
sculpted by Clevelander and Croatian-Amer-
ican, Joseph Turkaly. The granite base of the
statue is inscribed with three Croatian sym-
bols; the Croatian Homland Shield (Grb), the
original Croatian alphabet (Glagolijica) and the
pleter design. The Gardens will also have a
heart shaped flower garden representing the
“Licitar Heart” as well as three benches
carved from stone from the island of Brac.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in recognition of the dedication of the Croatian
Cultural Garden.

———

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2013

SPEECH OF

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 5, 2012

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
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consideration the bill (H.R. 5325) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2013, and for other pur-
poses:

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Chair, | am proud to
support the Hirono-Chu-Matsui-Lee-Carnahan
Amendment to the Energy and Water appro-
priations bill. The amendment would maintain
our commitment to the successful Advanced
Research Projects Agency-Energy, or ARPA-
E as it is more commonly known.

In March of this year, Energy Secretary Chu
came before the Science, Space, and Tech-
nology Committee to discuss the Administra-
tion’s budget request, which included an addi-
tional $75 million for ARPA-E. | had the op-
portunity to speak with him about the impor-
tance of ARPA-E and the effectiveness of the
program as we seek to bring new technologies
to market that change the way we generate,
store, and use energy.

| take a particular interest in ARPA-E be-
cause in Oregon we have seen its benefits
first hand. As a result of the program, a com-
pany by the name of ReVolt Technology actu-
ally relocated to our community and brought
its amazing research—and jobs as well. In my
discussion with Secretary Chu, he highlighted
the effectiveness of ARPA-E in leveraging pri-
vate-sector investments stating that a $40 mil-
lion federal investment has been leveraged to
private-sector investments of more than $200
million.

Keeping this in mind, | was dismayed to see
that the underlying bill under consideration not
only rejects the request for additional ARPA—
E investment, but seeks to cut $75 million in
FY2013.

As a member of the Budget Committee, |
understand the need to get our fiscal house in
order. But we have a responsibility to do so in
a strategic manner to ensure that we do not
undermine our future security and competitive-
ness. It is precisely this recognition that makes
the Hirono-Chu-Matsui-Lee-Carnahan Amend-
ment so important.

This amendment addresses the lopsided pri-
orities in the underlying bill in a reasonable
and balanced way. It seeks to meet the Ad-
ministration’s request for the fossil fuels re-
search and development, and uses the dif-
ference to support ARPA-E. This would pro-
vide roughly $333 million for ARPA-E, a mod-
est increase over FY2012.

This is amendment takes a fair approach,
balancing today’s energy research needs with
the promise of tomorrow’s technologies, and
the jobs and economic benefits that go along
with them.

| commend my colleagues for their work on
this amendment.

RETIREMENT OF JIMMY MILLER

HON. JOHN L. MICA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 6, 2012

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
the service of one of this body’s most able,
dedicated and respected employees, James
R. “Jimmy” Miller.

After 53 years of combined service here on
Capitol Hill and a distinguished career in the
United States Air Force, Jimmy is retiring from
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the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

Mr. Miller has ensured the smooth operation
of the Committee’s hearings, meetings, and
functions for decades. And he has been the
person that Committee Members and staff
have gone to when we simply needed to get
something done, because no one else has a
better understanding of how the House of
Representatives functions on a daily basis.

It has been said that every committee has
a Jimmy Miller, but Transportation has THE
Jimmy Miller.

Jimmy has been much more than a long-
serving staffer; he has been a trusted friend to
me, to other Members of Congress, and to his
countless Hill colleagues for more than 30
years. While his family is undoubtedly happy
they’ll be seeing more of him in the coming
days, we on Capitol Hill will feel his consider-
able absence.

Jimmy’s service to our country began when
he joined the United States Air Force in 1959,
where he rose to the rank of Command Ser-
geant Major, the highest rank possible for an
enlisted airman.

During his 28 years of distinguished service
in the Air Force, Jimmy served under three
Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General
Earle Wheeler, General George Brown, and
General David C. Jones.

In 1980, Command Sergeant Major Miller
became the Air Force legislative liaison to the
House of Representatives.

In 1987, he retired from the Air Force and
was subsequently appointed by Chairman Bob
Roe to join the staff of the House Committee
on Science, Space and Technology. Jimmy
then came with Chairman Roe to the Com-
mittee on Public Works and Transportation in
1991.

Jimmy has shepherded numerous delega-
tions of U.S. officials to meetings with their for-
eign counterparts all over the world. He has
crossed the globe more times than most peo-
ple, having been to more than 170 countries,
and he has established many friendships
along the way.

Jimmy embodied a bipartisan spirit over the
years, serving under six chairmen, Repub-
licans and Democrats alike. In fact, Jimmy in-
sisted that he equally serve all the Members
of the Committee, regardless of which party
led the House.

Jimmy accorded all of us on the Hill with the
same respect over the years, whether we've
wielded a gavel or a paintbrush, and we all
admire his humble professionalism and dedi-
cation.

Jimmy was born on August 22, 1940 to
Alyce and Robert Miller in Paulding, Ohio and
was one of nine children. His parents instilled
in them the values of family, God, and country
and helped shape their children’s personal
lives and their public citizenship.

Even with all of his successes, including
meeting many of the world’s leaders, Jimmy’s
most important achievement has been his own
family. He has been a caring, loving, and
proud father to his children, Kim, Bob, Chris,
and Shawn. | know Jimmy is looking forward
to spending more time with his four children,
nine grandchildren, one great grandson, and
his wife Peg.

I will personally miss Jimmy. | consider him
a close friend and | know that the House of
Representatives will miss him. On behalf of
this body, which he has served so well, | want
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to thank Jimmy for his dedicated service to
our Nation and wish him a happy and healthy
retirement.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and all of our col-
leagues to join in thanking Jimmy Miller for his
years of service to the House of Representa-
tives and our Nation. We wish him a wonderful
retirement and want him to know we all appre-
ciate his service and friendship.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 6, 2012

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, on June 5,
2012, | missed rollcall votes numbered 315,
316, 317, and 318. Had | been present, |
would have voted “no,” on rollcall No. 315, the
McClintock Amendment which would reduce
the Nuclear Energy account by $514,391,000,
and apply the savings to the spending reduc-
tion account; “yes” on rollcall No. 316, the
Hirono Amendment which would reduce the
Fossil Energy Research and Development ac-
count by $133,400,000, and increase funds for
the Advanced Research Project Agency ac-
count by the same amount; “no” on rollcall
No. 317, the McClintock Amendment which
would zero out the Fossil Energy Research
and Development account (a cut of $554 mil-
lion) and apply the savings to the spending re-
duction account; and “yes” on rollcall No. 318,
the Matheson Amendment which would in-
crease the Non-Defense environmental clean-
up account by $9,600,000, and reduce the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Weapons account by
the same amount.

————

CONGRATULATING MRS. HELEN R.
HENDERSON ON HER 100TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 6, 2012

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Mrs. Helen R. Henderson
from Pahokee, Florida on the occasion of her
100th birthday, which is June 8, 2012. Born in
Kentucky, Mrs. Henderson was raised on her
family’s farm. From her earliest days, she
learned the value of a healthy diet, eating the
food her family raised. Her life has been char-
acterized by hard work, dedication, compas-
sion, and inner strength.

Helen and her late husband, Brooks Hen-
derson, devoted their lives to education in the
Glades area, with Brooks serving as the prin-
cipal of Pahokee High School, and Helen
working as a special needs elementary edu-
cation teacher in Belle Glade and Canal Point.
Helen began her love for learning at a young
age when she traveled six miles by horse and
buggy to attend her one-room schoolhouse in
Kentucky. Sadly, the Henderson’s only child,
Ann, passed away several years ago, but their
love of education was passed down to their
grandson, Kevin Henderson, an instructor at
Palm Beach State College in Belle Glade.

An accomplished musician, Helen has
played piano at her church, First United Meth-
odist of Pahokee, for over 60 years. A lifelong
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