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grew out of a private archive kept since 1993
by its founder, José Gutierrez, who, in turn, or-
ganized the first DC Latino Pride in 2007.

It has been both a pleasure and an inspira-
tion to watch DC Latino Pride grow from a
panel discussion held the day before the an-
nual Capital Pride parade to this year’s series
of events between May 20 and June 7: La Co-
rona, La Platica, La Misa, and La Fiesta. The
four events incorporate the elements of DC
Latino Pride’s 2012 theme: “History, Celebra-
tion, Identity, and Diversity.”

The volunteers who staff the Latino LGBT
History Project and who are organizing DC
Latino Pride also embody the 2012 theme.
This years organizers include: David M.
Perez, the president of the Latino LGBT His-
tory Project and the Director of Development
for the League of United Latin American Citi-
zens; José Gutierrez, a member of Mayor Vin-
cent Gray’'s LGBT Advisory Council and a
member of La Clinica del Pueblo community
health center; Mannuel Cosme, treasurer of
the Latino LGBT History Project and CFO of
the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce;
Jorge Andres Sotos, secretary of the Latino
LGBT History Project and a civil rights attor-
ney in private practice; Esther Hidalgo, a man-
ager at Leslie Cashen Photography and a Li-
brary and Archives Assistant at the Franciscan
Monastery of the Holy Land. The 2012 Latino
Pride co-chairs are Sergio Lopez and Oskar
Moran, who work for, respectively, the People
for the American Way and the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration’s Aero-
nautics Research Mission Directorate-Aviation
Safety Program Office. The 2012 Develop-
ment Chair, Raul Olivo, is the immediate past
co-chair and parade manager, and is a health
educator and advocate for Transgender Health
Empowerment.

| ask the House to join me in recognizing
the 6th annual DC Latino Pride, welcoming all
those who will attend, and congratulating the
volunteers for work well done.

——————

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LAKELAND HILLS
FAMILY YMCA

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2012

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Lakeland Hills Family
YMCA, in the Borough of Mountain Lakes,
Morris County, New Jersey, which is cele-
brating its 100th Anniversary in 2012.

The Lakeland Hills Family YMCA, originally
called the Boonton Area YMCA, was first
formed in the Boonton area in 1865 and occu-
pied several sites throughout the area. How-
ever, it was not until 1912 that it filed its offi-
cial YMCA charter. In 1960, it moved to Cher-
ry Hill Road in Parsippany. Since it was then
serving seven different communities, it de-
cided to adopt the name Lakeland Hills
YMCA. In 1968, the Lakeland Hills YMCA was
able to move to its final location in Mountain
Lakes on Fanny Road. To cover the costs of
both the move and building of the facility, the
Trustees added a Building Fund pledge to the
membership, and with the support of its mem-
bers, the new YMCA was able to open its
doors in 1972.
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The early years as the combined YMCA,
saw the addition of a children’s day care, aer-
obics program, and senior program. The
aquatic and physical education programs were
expanded and the YMCA sponsored an “Adult
Club” which offered programs and trips.

Unfortunately, the early years for the Y
brought financial difficulties, even as member-
ship continued to grow. These financial dif-
ficulties were alleviated by a “miracle” dona-
tion from Ms. Esther Dutton who was so im-
pressed by the staff and members that she re-
membered the Y in her will. In 1978, with this
new funding, plans to double the size of the
center were undertaken to include a gym-
nasium, racquetball courts, and a running
track. The Y has since undergone numerous
renovations, including those to add additional
childcare classrooms.

Moreover, the Y announced a scholarship
for less fortunate children to attend childcare
and day camp in 2007. That same year the
Lakeland Hills Family YMCA announced the
creation of a Kid’s Cardio Arcade and began
a Kid’'s Wellness Month program. They also
joined the YMCA’s national programs of
Healthy Kids Day and Activate America.

Today the Lakeland Hills Family YMCA
boasts 11,000 members and serves ten dif-
ferent communities in Morris County. It seeks
to build strong families, and in doing so, build
strong communities. The YMCA currently of-
fers a wide range of programs including a
childhood daycare center, educational pro-
grams for children, a leadership training pro-
gram for teens, a series of family programs,
and a plethora of fitness options. It also runs
an annual Give a Kid the Y campaign to allow
underprivileged children to have the ability to
participate in programs at the Y. The YMCA
has also been proud to host a number of Spe-
cial Olympics meets over its existence. Its
presence in Morris County continues to enrich
the lives of its members and the community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the Lakeland Hills
Family YMCA as it celebrates its 100th Anni-
versary.

A TRIBUTE TO MATTHEW T.
GIBBONS

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2012

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and congratulate Matthew Gibbons
of Johnston, lowa for achieving the rank of
Eagle Scout.

The Eagle Scout rank is the highest ad-
vancement rank in scouting. Only about five
percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle Scout
Award. The award is a performance-based
achievement with high standards that have
been well-maintained over the past century.

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout
is obligated to pass specific tests that are or-
ganized by requirements and merit badges, as
well as completing an Eagle Project to benefit
the community. Matthew’s project involved de-
signing and completing a courtyard for St.
Mary of Nazareth Catholic Church in Des
Moines. The work ethic Matthew has shown in
his Eagle Project, and every other project
leading up to his Eagle Scout rank, speaks
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volumes of his commitment to serving a cause
greater than himself and assisting his commu-
nity.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young
man and his supportive family demonstrates
the rewards of hard work, dedication and per-
severance which are core lowa values. It's
truly an honor to represent lowa in the United
States Congress and | know that all of my col-
leagues in the House will join me in congratu-
lating Matthew in obtaining the Eagle Scout
ranking. | wish him continued success in his
future education and career.

IN HONOR OF WILLIAM CZMYR

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2012

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the exemplary accomplishments
of William Czmyr. A longtime resident of
Jewett City and a Veteran who served in the
United States Navy during the Korean War,
Mr. Czmyr has recently been named Veteran
of the Year of the Jewett City VFW Post
10004. Based on Bill's many years of tireless
service to his community, for this award could
not have gone to a more worthy recipient.

As President of the Veterans Housing
Project in Jewett City, Bill Czmyr has worked
tirelessly over the last decade to secure crit-
ical resources for his fellow veterans. Earlier
this month, Mr. Czmyr was finally able to see
the result of his hard work as he walked
through the apartments that 18 veterans will
soon call home. Not only will these formerly
homeless vets have a place to live, but thanks
to Bill, they will have also have access to
counseling and mental health services.

Mr. Czmyr was also fundamental in securing
the funds to make this dream a reality. By co-
ordinating with my office, as well as the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs and the Con-
necticut Housing Finance Authority, he won
vital grants to bring hope and peace of mind
for the men and women who are set to move
into the apartments this June. | urge my col-
leagues to join with me in congratulating Wil-
liam Czmyr for being named Veteran of the
Year. His patriotism and dedication to vet-
erans inspire us all.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2012

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | was unfortu-
nately unable to cast a vote on rollcall vote
291 on Friday, May 18, 2012 because | was
tending to a family matter. H.R. 4310, the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act of Fiscal Year
2013 does not sufficiently address the stra-
tegic or fiscal realities we are facing and |
would have voted “no” on its passage. | would
not in good conscience have been able to
vote for this authorization bill that forces the
Pentagon to accept $8 billion that it neither re-
quested, needs, nor wants. Many weapons
programs, like upgrades to the Army’s ground
vehicles, were funded not only above the
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President’s request but the Pentagon’s. Some
programs, like Block 30 of the Global Hawk,
the Pentagon doesn’'t want at all. Funding for
East Coast missile defense dumps money into
systems that don’t work against a remote, un-
likely threat. Lastly, there are not sufficient
safeguards in place to ensure that we are not
only funding the right programs, but receiving
a fair price for them.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ROBERT T. SCHILLING

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2012

Mr. SCHILLING. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday,
May 18, 2012, during a rapid succession of
two-minute votes, | was unable to cast my
vote for rollcall Number 288.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on the Rehberg Amendment No. 59 to
H.R. 4310, which passed with a bipartisan
vote of 238-162. Our nuclear deterrent is a
vital part of our continued military strength and
global presence.

Our nuclear deterrent through our nuclear
triad continues to keep the peace, and we
must ensure that any reductions that may
occur to our nuclear triad are certified by the
Secretary of Defense to be needed and in
compliance. Congress must exercise its over-
sight to ensure that our national security is not
placed at risk by political ideologies.

The Rehberg Amendment ensures that Con-
gress does have that oversight while still com-
plying with the international agreements we
have made as a country. We also need to
show Russia that we take their disingenuous-
ness about the number of working missiles
and platforms very seriously.

Again, had | not been delayed, | would have
voted in support of Rehberg Amendment No.
59 to H.R. 4310.

STUDENT ESSAYS
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2012

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to
interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight,
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share these with my House col-
leagues.

Siri Soth is a junior at Austin High School in
Fort Bend County, Texas. Her essay topic is:
In your opinion, what role should government
play in our lives?

It is important for the government to play
an active role in our lives but to a certain
extent. I think it is an important duty of our
government to provide us with a strong Na-
tional Defense and protect our individual
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rights and freedoms. Our government has an
obligation to protect us from powers that
we, as a nation, would not be able to ade-
quately protect ourselves from. Our govern-
ment’s number one priority should be to pro-
tect its nation from any harm whatsoever.
By providing this great nation with the
strongest defense possible, our government is
instilling faith and pride in the people of this
country. It is also the government’s duty to
protect our rights. Our individual rights are
very important to our freedom and if those
rights are protected and respected, our na-
tion will be happy. Our rights are given to us
at birth, they are not granted by the state
and they are not in anyone’s control. Our
government is there to ensure our rights and
make sure that no one can take said rights
away from an individual. Life and liberty are
magnificent gifts that certainly cannot come
from any government official, but can be
protected by one. Protecting our rights is
necessary for our government to do in order
for our nation to feel safe and secure and to
know that our rights cannot be taken away
by anyone. In my opinion, the government is
here to hold people accountable for their ac-
tions by making and administering laws for
the good and safety of our nation. I also be-
lieve it is the role of the government to en-
force the separation of church and state. In
order to protect our rights, such as freedom
of religion, I think it is a must to ensure
that church is not associated with govern-
ment. Because of the mass amount of diver-
sity in our country and the numerous reli-
gion and religious values present, inter-
twining church and state is limiting people’s
first amendment. People of this nation
should never feel uncomfortable about an ac-
tion of the government because of a religious
bias. So in short, our government definitely
needs to play an active role in our lives, but
under certain circumstances. The govern-
ment needs to ensure safety in the people of
this nation by protecting us from foreign
powers and ensuring us with faith in them to
respect our rights and keep us secure.

Stephanie Lin is a junior at Clements High
School in Fort Bend County, Texas. Her essay
topic is: Select an important event that has oc-
curred in the past 50 years and explain how
that event has changed our country. Steph-
anie chose the Vietham War.

The Vietnam War has constantly been re-
ferred to as ‘““The War We Couldn’t Win”.
From an objective perspective, gazing at the
maps of offensives, counterstrikes, and cap-
tures, it may seem the case. However, we
must also examine the effects within our
own domestic issues. Of course, the economic
perspective forces us to acknowledge the
losses incurred from the soldiers sent . . .
and the innocents killed.

More than forty years ago, on the fourth of
May, the city of Kent dawned upon a mas-
sacre of horrors. The Ohio National Guard,
people meant to protect, fired over sixty-
seven rounds of bullets in thirteen seconds
into a crowd of Kent State University stu-
dents protesting against Nixon’s invasion of
Cambodia, killing four students and wound-
ing nine others. Comparatively, the numbers
seem small, insignificant even. However,
what was Kkilled was not only human lives,
but an ideal. The public trusted the govern-
ment to protect their freedom of expression,
and their own people. The Kent State Mas-
sacre violated that trust for the public, dese-
crating and shattering the idealized vision of
the youth of America.

Afterwards, the response from the public
was astounding. Kent State photojournalism
student John Filo captured a fourteen-year
old runaway, Mary Ann Vecchio, screaming
over the body of the dead student, Jeffrey
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Miller, who had been brutally shot in the
mouth. The photograph earned a Pulitzer.

The public seemed to interpret the photo-
graph as a symbol of the broken faith,
cupped in the hands of America’s future gen-
eration, as they desperately scrambled for
some humanity. The event may have seemed
small in casualties, but it, in the end, was a
ripple, causing a tremendous effect on the
public’s opinion over the role of government
in the Vietnam War.

The shootings represented that America
was not only fighting a war in Vietnam, but
a war with itself. It caused people to ques-
tion the roles and responsibilities of the gov-
ernment. The impact it has left on the peo-
ple of America can be seen with the public’s
notions about the government now. The pro-
tests against big business seem to be lumped
in with protests against how the government
represses or does not pay attention to the
people.

I may not fully understand the impact
brought to the public from all these different
events more than fifty years ago, but I do
understand what it is like to be frustrated
when your voice is not only unheard, but
also gunned down. This is why I feel the Kent
State Shootings are so significant to me. It
showed how the people felt violated by the
government, yet also taught us authority
that abuses control, or senseless violence
against protesters, will result in repercus-
sions. We all have the power of voice. If our
whispers are swiftly cut, we will swiftly
scream for justice.

Today’s government understands the role
of expression and how wrong it is to rashly
repress it. Perhaps Vietnam was The War We
Couldn’t Win, but we had victories in voice.

Stephanie Tsai is a senior at Foster High
School in Fort Bend County, Texas. Her essay
topic is: Select an important event that has oc-
curred in the past 50 years and explain how
that event has changed our country. Steph-
anie chose Apollo 11’'s Moon landing.

Below his feet, he felt the fine-grained dust
that coated the surface of the moon. Step-
ping forward, Neil Armstrong uttered some
of the most famous words in human history:
“That’s one small step for man, one giant
leap for mankind.” In 1969, the Apollo 11
moon landing brought American exploration
and technological capability to new heights,
both figuratively and literally. This major
achievement was a testimony to our nation’s
unwavering perseverance in the face of ad-
versity.

For years, humans dreamt of walking on
the moon, yet such a task seemed impos-
sible. To many, a moon landing was little
more than a dream. But America is and has
always been a nation of dreamers. With
President Kennedy’s challenge to ‘‘[land] a
man on the moon and [return] him back safe-
1y’ before the end of the decade, a goal
which he correctly described as ‘‘important
for the long-range exploration of space,”
brought America closer to the realization of
a centuries-long ambition. In all human his-
tory, there had never been an accomplish-
ment quite like this. The moon landing was
the first time human beings had set foot out-
side the planet earth, and it paved the way
for future space exploration.

Americans who witnessed the moon land-
ing undoubtedly rank it among their most
unforgettable memories. One of the proudest
moments in American history, the moon
landing spoke to the tenacity of the Amer-
ican people. It reminded people around the
world of America’s immense capabilities and
the power of American resolve. The moon
landing was the product of the cooperation
of determined Americans to accomplish the
impossible. It was a triumph for techno-
logical innovation and the foundation for
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