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give the commencement address at Passaic 
County Community College, in my district, but 
had I been present, I would have voted AYE. 

I am a proud to co-sponsor this legislation. 
It is completely unacceptable to allow Iran to 
obtain nuclear weapons, and the government 
of Iran has isolated itself from the community 
of nations because of its refusal to negotiate 
or suspend its program. I have long supported 
strong sanctions on the Iranian regime to 
pressure them to abandon their nuclear pro-
gram. 

A nuclear Iran would pose an existential 
threat to Israel, our greatest ally in the Middle 
East. I have always been a strong supporter 
of Israel’s right to exist and defend itself, and 
I believe that the nation of Israel truly shares 
the ideals of freedom and democracy with the 
United States. Additionally, as a state sponsor 
of terror, the possibility that Iranian nuclear 
weapons could fall into the wrong hands is all 
too real. This would greatly increase the 
chance that a nuclear weapon could be deto-
nated anywhere in the world. For these rea-
sons, we simply cannot afford to contain a nu-
clear armed Iran. 

I commend the House of Representatives 
for passing this legislation by an overwhelming 
bipartisan majority, which demonstrates the in-
credible level of support in the United States 
Congress and among the American people for 
protecting Israel and preventing Iran from ob-
taining nuclear weapons or nuclear weapons 
capability. 
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MY PRESENT VOTE ON H. RES. 568 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2012 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I voted present today on H. Res. 
568 because of my concern that it contains 
language that could create a blank check for 
war with Iran. As best said by Col. Lawrence 
Wilkerson, former Chief of Staff of Secretary 
of State Colin Powell, ‘‘This resolution reads 
like the same sheet of music that got us into 
the Iraq War.’’ This resolution threatens to un-
dermine upcoming U.S.-Iran negotiations on 
May 23, 2012. While I am not disputing the 
fact that a nuclear-armed Iran would pose a 
serious threat to Israel and U.S. national secu-
rity interests, I am concerned that the tone of 
this resolution could be used as fodder for fu-
ture conflict. 

While I am an ardent supporter of Israel and 
remain committed to supporting legislation that 
ensures their security, I urge my colleagues to 
support more balanced policies and diplomatic 
solutions as we enter into negotiations with 
Iran. As we struggle to get our economy back 
on track, we simply cannot afford the eco-
nomic and social costs of another war. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO DR. KAMEL FUAD 
MUAKKASSA 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2012 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the life of Dr. Kamel 

Fuad Muakkassa, a neurosurgeon whose pas-
sion, intellect and generosity changed the lives 
of everyone around him, died on Sunday at 
the age of 62. 

Dr. Muakkassa’s life was one dedicated to 
attending lives. A supremely skilled neuro-
surgeon, he had a zest for life so profound 
that it will live on in all those who had the 
privilege of knowing him. He was married to 
the love of his life, Rola Mansour for 27 years. 
He enjoyed spending time with his wife, his 
children and grandchildren, upon whom he im-
parted many of his best qualities, including his 
giving nature, his unique love of life, his humor 
and his wit. Dr. Muakkassa mastered an ex-
traordinarily wide range of talents and insisted 
on sharing his expertise by teaching those 
around him. His passions included playing golf 
and backgammon, travel and international af-
fairs. All of this was in addition to the undeni-
able impact of his life’s work: his relentless 
clinical and humanitarian achievements in the 
world of neurosurgery. 

As Primary Founder, President and CEO of 
The Center for Neuro and Spine Inc. (CNS) 
and former Chief of Pediatric Neurosurgery of 
Children’s Hospital of Akron, Dr. Muakkassa 
was a Board Certified Neurological Surgeon 
who had been serving the community for over 
27 years. He most recently co-founded Akron 
General’s Neuroscience Institute in 2011, 
which focuses on the prevention, diagnosis, 
treatment and rehabilitations of the disorders 
of the brain, spine and peripheral nervous sys-
tem. Dr. Muakkassa performed more than 
8,000 neurosurgical procedures and treated 
over 10,000 patients and had the uniquely 
broad background of addressing both pediatric 
and adult spine, brain and peripheral neuro-
logical disorders. Dr. Muakkassa advanced the 
treatment options in his community by being 
the very first surgeon in Akron to perform an 
Anterior Cervical Diskectomy with Fusion and 
Plating. Thousands of these surgeries are now 
performed here annually. Additionally, Dr. 
Muakkassa was the first surgeon to perform 
cutting-edge awake surgery for treating epi-
lepsy patients at Akron General Medical Cen-
ter back in 1986. Other firsts include placing 
pumps or spinal electrodes for pain manage-
ment and spasticity, vagal nerve stimulators 
for depression and seizures and untethering 
complex spina bifida tumors. 

Dr. Muakkassa graduated from The Amer-
ican University of Beirut with a degree in Med-
icine in 1974. He went on to complete his resi-
dency in General Surgery where he served as 
Chief Resident. Dr. Muakkassa continued his 
education with a residency program in Neuro-
surgery at The Upstate Medical Center in New 
York where he was again elected Chief Resi-
dent. Pursuing his pediatric interests, Dr. 
Muakkassa studied Pediatric Neurology at 
Strong Memorial Hospital and completed his 
Pediatric Neurosurgery fellowship at the pres-
tigious Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto 
where he served as Chief Fellow. 

Dr. Muakkassa most recently served as As-
sociate Clinical Professor in Neurosurgery at 
Northeastern Ohio Universities College of 
Medicine (presently NEOMED). He also 
served as Chief of the Neurosurgery division 
at Barberton Citizens Hospital and Mercy 
Medical Center. He is published in peer review 
journals and received multiple awards includ-
ing the Summit County Award of Excellence 
for Outstanding Medical Services to the Com-
munity, Teacher of the Year Award and the 

award for medical services to the Bosnian war 
victims. He was also a member of the Amer-
ican Association of Neurological Surgeons 
(AANS), the Congress of Neurosurgeons 
(CNS), Summit County Medical Society, Ohio 
State Medical Association, International Soci-
ety of Pediatric Neurosurgery, Ohio State Neu-
rological Society and the Joint Section on 
Neuro-trauma and Critical Care of the Amer-
ican Association of Neurological Surgeons. 

In addition to his professional accomplish-
ments, Kamel devoted considerable time and 
resources to charitable organizations. Most 
notably, he was president of the Druze Or-
phans and Charitable Organization, which pro-
vides housing, education and healthcare to 
Lebanese children in need. 

Dr. Muakkassa, survived by his wife, Rola; 
his son, Fuad; his daughter, Leila and grand-
children, will forever be an accomplished Doc-
tor, philanthropist, husband, and father whose 
dedication to medicine, and selflessness will 
be carried through the legacy he has left in 
the field of medicine. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 90TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF TEMPLE ISRAEL 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2012 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row Temple Israel of Miami will be celebrating 
its 90th anniversary. Temple Israel is a pillar 
of the South Florida Jewish community. It is 
one of South Florida’s oldest treasures and 
our community has truly been blessed over 
the years by its presence. 

From the very beginning, Temple Israel’s 
founders believed that they could create an or-
ganization that would make a positive change 
in the community. They sought to create 
bonds of loyalty within the international Jewish 
community, and within the South Florida com-
munity. For 90 years now, the Temple Israel 
congregation has consistently lived up to this 
purpose. The early leaders set a tradition to 
‘‘live Judaism’’ by being actively engaged in 
local, national and world issues. Temple 
Israel’s congregation continues to be among 
the most civically engaged members of our 
South Florida community. 

The Temple Israel congregation has not 
only had a positive impact on the Jewish resi-
dents in South Florida, but also the community 
as a whole. From housing the Bridgeport 
Academy charter school that provides edu-
cation for students from diverse backgrounds, 
to their tutoring and housing programs like the 
Dorothy Serotta Social Justice Forum pro-
gram, Temple Israel’s congregation is actively 
involved in the community year round. The 
members of Temple Israel’s congregation are 
a shining example of ‘‘Tikkun Olam.’’ They 
carry on the Temple’s legacy of courage, com-
passion, service, and inclusiveness. 

I cannot thank Temple Israel enough for its 
leadership and positive impact as we cele-
brate its 90th anniversary. I look forward to 
seeing how the organization evolves as it con-
tinues to make a significant mark on our South 
Florida community. 
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NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-

TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ROSCOE G. BARTLETT 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 17, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4310) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2013 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense, 
to prescribe military personnel strengths for 
fiscal year 2013, and for other purposes: 

Mr. BARTLETT. Mr. Chair, I submit the fol-
lowing list of organizations supporting Amend-
ment 8, the Bartlett/Flake Amendment: 

American Council of Engineering Compa-
nies (ACEC) 

Associated Builders and Contractors (ABC) 
Associated General Contractors (AGC) 
Business Coalition for Fair Competition 

(BCFC) 
Construction Industry Round Table (CIRT) 
Independent Electrical Contractors (IEC) 
Merit Elevator Contractors Association of 

America (MECAA) 
National Association of Women in Con-

struction (NAWIC) 
National Black Chamber of Commerce 

(NBCC) 
National Federation of Independent Busi-

ness (NFIB) 
National Right to Work (NRTW) 
National Taxpayers Union (NTU) 
Small Business & Entrepreneurship Coun-

cil (SBEC) 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
Women Construction Owners & Executives, 

USA (WCOE, USA) 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 16, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4310) to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2013 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense, 
to prescribe military personnel strengths for 
fiscal year 2013, and for other purposes: 

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Chair, I submit the fol-
lowing letters: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE, 

Washington, DC, May 11, 2012. 
Hon. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House 

of Representatives, Rayburn House Office 
Building, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCKEON: I write con-
cerning H.R. 4310, the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013, as 
amended. There are certain provisions in the 
legislation which fall within the Rule X ju-
risdiction of the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

However, in order to expedite this legisla-
tion for floor consideration, the Committee 
will forgo action on this bill. This, of course, 
is conditional on our mutual understanding 
that forgoing consideration of the bill does 
not prejudice the Committee with respect to 

the appointment of conferees or to any fu-
ture jurisdictional claim over the subject 
matters contained in the bill or similar leg-
islation which fall within the Committee’s 
Rule X jurisdiction. I request you urge the 
Speaker to name members of the Committee 
to any conference committee named to con-
sider such provisions. 

Please place a copy of this letter and your 
response acknowledging our jurisdictional 
interest into the committee report on H.R. 
4310 and into the Congressional Record dur-
ing consideration of the measure on the 
House floor. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN L. MICA, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 11, 2012. 
Hon. JOHN MICA, 
Chairman, Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure, House of Representatives, 
Rayburn Office Building, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 4310, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013. 
I agree that the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure has valid jurisdic-
tional claims to certain provisions in this 
important legislation, and I am most appre-
ciative of your decision not to request a re-
ferral in the interest of expediting consider-
ation of the bill. I agree that by foregoing a 
sequential referral, the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure is not waiving 
its jurisdiction. Further, this exchange of 
letters will be included in the committee re-
port on the bill. 

Sincerely, 
HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON, 

Chairman. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES, 
Washington, DC, May 11, 2012. 

Hon. HOWARD ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House 

of Representatives, Rayburn House Office 
Building, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCKEON: I am writing to 
you concerning the jurisdictional interest of 
the Committee on Financial Services in H.R. 
4310, the National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2013. The bill contains provi-
sions that fall within the jurisdiction of the 
Committee on Financial Services under rule 
X of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives. 

In the interest of permitting your com-
mittee to proceed expeditiously to floor con-
sideration of this important bill, I am will-
ing to waive the Committee on Financial 
Services’ right to a sequential referral. I 
make this commitment with the mutual un-
derstanding that this will not prejudice the 
Committee on Financial Services with re-
spect to its prerogatives on this or similar 
legislation. Further, it is our mutual under-
standing that the Committee on Financial 
Services be appropriately consulted and in-
volved as the bill or similar legislation 
moves forward so that we may address any 
issues relating to the provisions that fall in 
our jurisdiction. Our Committee also re-
serves the right to seek appointment of an 
appropriate number of conferees to any 
House-Senate conference involving this or 
similar legislation, and requests your sup-
port of any such request. 

Further, I appreciate your agreement to 
include this letter and a copy of your re-
sponse acknowledging our jurisdictional in-
terest on this matter in your committee re-
port and in the Congressional Record during 
floor consideration of H.R. 4310. 

Thank you for your attention to these 
matters. 

Sincerely, 
SPENCER BACHUS, 

Chairman. 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, May 11, 2012. 

Hon. SPENCER BACHUS, 
Chairman, Committee on Financial Services, 

House of Representatives, Rayburn Office 
Building, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 4310, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013. 
I agree that the Committee on Financial 
Services has valid jurisdictional claims to a 
certain provision in this important legisla-
tion, and I am most appreciative of your de-
cision not to request a referral in the inter-
est of expediting consideration of the bill. I 
agree that by foregoing a sequential referral, 
the Committee on Financial Services is not 
waiving its jurisdiction. Further, this ex-
change of letters will be included in the com-
mittee report on the bill. 

Sincerely, 
HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON, 

Chairman. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-

MITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND 
TECHNOLOGY, 

Washington, DC, May 11, 2012. 
HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ MCKEON, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, House 

of Representatives, Rayburn House Office 
Building, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCKEON: I am writing to 
you concerning the jurisdictional interest of 
the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology in H.R. 4310, the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013. 

Our Committee recognizes the importance 
of H.R. 4310 and the need for the legislation 
to move expeditiously. Therefore, while we 
have a valid claim to jurisdiction over the 
bill, I do not intend to request a sequential 
referral. This is, of course, conditional on 
our mutual understanding that nothing in 
this legislation or my decision to forego a se-
quential referral waives, reduces, or other-
wise affects the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology. 

Further, I request your support for the ap-
pointment of Science, Space, and Tech-
nology Committee conferees during any 
House-Senate conference convened on this 
and any similar legislation. I also ask that a 
copy of this letter and your response ac-
knowledging our jurisdictional interest be 
placed in the legislative report on H.R. 4310 
and the Congressional Record during consid-
eration of this measure on the House floor. 

I look forward to working with you on this 
important legislation. 

Sincerely, 
RALPH M. HALL, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 11, 2012. 
HON. RALPH HALL, 
Chairman, Committee on Science, Space, and 

Technology, House of Representatives, Ray-
burn Office Building, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your 
letter regarding H.R. 4310, the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013. 
I agree that the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology has valid jurisdic-
tional claims to certain provisions in this 
important legislation, and I am most appre-
ciative of your decision not to request a re-
ferral in the interest of expediting consider-
ation of the bill. I agree that by foregoing a 
sequential referral, the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology is not 
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