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was ordained as a minister. On May 9, 1960
Dr. Hopkins was called to pastor Temple Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, which later became
the St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church. Dr.
Hopkins’ inspired leadership, vision and cour-
age has been an immense blessing to the St.
Mark Family. His spiritual, civic and social re-
sponsibilities have included being President of
the Baptist Ministers Fellowship Alliance of
Flint; Board of Directors, Great Flint O.l.C;
Chairman, Annual Awards Committee, Con-
cerned Pastors for Social Action; Dedicated
Chairman of the C.P.S.A Courier; Founder of
the Genesee County Christian Institute; Mem-
ber of the Chaplaincy Advisory Council, Michi-
gan Department of Corrections, and; Advisor
to the Wolverine State Convention.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Dr. J.S. Hopkins on his well-deserved
retirement and dedication to the Flint commu-
nity. His message of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and service to St. Mark Missionary Bap-
tist Church are an inspiration to us all.

———————

PORTS AS SMALL BUSINESS
INCUBATORS ACT

HON. JANICE HAHN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2012

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, during my short
time in Congress, I've worked hard to highlight
the importance of our ports, not only to my
district in California, but to our national econ-
omy. Ports support 13.3 million American jobs
and generate $3.15 trillion in economic activ-
ity. That is why | founded the PORTS Caucus
to educate Members of Congress on the im-
portance of ports to our national economy. As
a member of the Small Businesses Com-
mittee, | also understand that economic recov-
ery is going to be fueled by the job-creating
power of our small businesses.

That is why | am introducing the “Ports as
Small Business Incubators Act,” which will join
these two economic forces and further
strengthen our economy. In 2005 alone, North
American incubation programs assisted more
than 27,000 companies that provided employ-
ment for more than 100,000 workers and gen-
erated annual revenues of $17 billion. My bill
creates a grant program available to Port Au-
thorities interested in creating their own small
business incubators.

The Ports as Small Business Incubators Act
will allow port authorities to apply for a grant
to create a small business incubator. This pro-
gram will encourage port authorities to give
opportunities to entrepreneurs who need them
most. These newly-created small business in-
cubators will be designed to foster small busi-
nesses owned by women, veterans, and mi-
norities. Finally, this program will also encour-
age businesses that develop a crucial part of
our economy: green jobs. Port authorities can
work with small businesses that focus on
clean energy and improved air and water qual-
ity.

By passing this bill, we will ensure that our
entrepreneurs are given the chance to suc-
ceed. This program will nurture our new busi-
nesses and provide a much-needed boost to
our recovering economy.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2012

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, | was
unavoidably detained and missed rollcall Vote
No. 208 on the evening of May 7, 2012. Had
| been present, | would have voted in the fol-
lowing manner:

Rollcall Vote No. 208—Quayle (AZ) Amend-
ment: “no.”

——————

COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE,
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2013

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 8, 2012

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5326) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Com-
merce and Justice, Science, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2013, and for other purposes:

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, | rise to op-
pose H.R. 5326, making appropriations for the
Departments of Commerce and Justice,
Science, and Related Agencies for the fiscal
year 2013.

This bill violates the bipartisan agreement
Congress struck with the President last August
when we enacted the Budget Control Act of
2012. That legislation created a framework to
reduce the deficit by two trillion dollars. It pro-
vided balanced spending caps that reduced
the nation’s deficit while protecting our na-
tional priorities and the fragile economic recov-
ery. The House Republican Leadership de-
cided to ignore this agreement months after it
was enacted by demanding an additional $19
billion in cuts in this bill and other appropria-
tions bills. This bill is $1.6 billion less than the
fiscal year 2012 Commerce, Justice, Science
bill and about $731 million less than the Sen-
ate’s version. These unnecessary cuts reduce
our investments in key areas like law enforce-
ment, access to justice for the poor, scientific
research, efforts to protect of environment and
funding for our space program.

These cuts are unnecessary and force
Members of Congress to makes decisions to
cut one necessary program at the expense of
another critical program. For example, the
original bill funds the Community Oriented Po-
licing Services Hiring Grants Program (COPS)
at $217 million less than the level requested
by the Administration. An amendment was
adopted to increase funding for the COPS
grants to current level, but it took critical fund-
ing from NASA. If the Republican leaders
would have abided by the Budget Control Act
agreement, we would have been able to fund
critical COPS grants and NASA. Maryland’s
economy depends on money to keep cops on
the street and fund NASA facilities like the
Goddard Space Flight Center in Greenbelt,
MD.

| also strongly oppose the inadequate fund-
ing levels for the Legal Services Corporation,
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which is the single largest funder of civil legal
aid for low-income Americans. The bill funds
the Legal Services Corporation at level that is
$74 million below the President’s request. The
Obama Administration stated that tens of thou-
sands of low-income Americans, including
many military families and veterans, would be
denied assistance with civil legal problems if
these cuts are adopted. This would prevent
them from receiving fair treatment in the
courts. Our justice system should be open to
everyone, not just those who can afford rep-
resentation.

| also strongly object to the plethora of ideo-
logical policy riders added to the bill to ham-
string the Obama Administration’s efforts to re-
duce border violence, protect the environment
and uphold civil rights protected under the
U.S. Constitution. The bill prevents federal law
enforcement’s ability to investigate and curb
gun trafficking along U.S. Mexican border. The
bill prevents the Administration from continuing
efforts to prevent overfishing and protecting
our oceans and wildlife. The bill prevents the
Department of Justice from challenging state
voter suppression laws, state immigration laws
that potentially violate the U.S. Constitution,
and the ability for the federal government to
offer federal benefits to legally married same-
sex couples.

| hope my colleagues will join me in oppos-
ing this harmful legislation. | will monitor the
progress of this bill in the Senate and con-
ference. | am hopeful that future changes and
improvements will give me a chance to vote
on a more acceptable alternative.

———

CALLING FOR THE IMMEDIATE RE-
LEASE OF HUMAN RIGHTS AC-
TIVISTS KIM YOUNG HWAN, YU
JAE GIL, KANG SHIN SAM, AND
LEE SANG YONG

HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2012

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, today |
want to bring attention to the cases of four
human rights activists who have dedicated
themselves to pro-democracy efforts in North
Korea. Kim Young Hwan, Yu Jae Gil, Kang
Shin Sam, and Lee Sang Yong reportedly
were arrested in Dalian, in Communist China,
and remain imprisoned by Communist China’s
Ministry of State Security in the Liaoning Prov-
ince, near the border with North Korea.

These human rights activists are in serious
danger. Many fear that Kim in particular, once
a North Korean regime insider who has be-
come one of the most outspoken advocates
for freedom and human rights for the North
Korean people, has been subjected to harsh
interrogation and even torture by Chinese
state security or North Korean security thugs.
Even while living in South Korea, he often suf-
fered harassment and intimidation for his ac-
tivism and work on NKnet by pro-North Ko-
rean sympathizers. As the Daily NK reported
on May 16, 2012, if Kim was transported to
the Sino-North Korean border to be interro-
gated by North Korean agents, “then what is
the difference between throwing a piece of
meat to a dog and handing Kim to the North
Korean National Security Agency, whose men
come and go from Dandong as if it were their
own house?”
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The conditions of the other three activists
are unknown because they have been denied
consular access to representatives of South
Korea, and they have been refused family and
attorney visits as well. Like Kim, they were ar-
rested on March 29, 2012 under Communist
China’s nebulous “threat to national security”
edict, but further reasons for their detainment
have not been provided. There are well-found-
ed concerns that they have undergone harsh
interrogations.

| commend the “Committee for the Release
of North Korean Human Rights Activist Kim
Young Hwan” for raising awareness of this
critical human rights issue, and urge human
rights advocates to press for the immediate re-
lease of these brave pro-democracy activists.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS TO TAIWAN
PRESIDENT MA YING-JEOU ON
HIS SECOND INAUGURATION

HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2012

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, May 20, 2012,
marks Taiwan President Ma Ying-jeou’s sec-
ond and final inauguration. It is not only Tai-
wan’s democracy that its citizens and the
world will celebrate that day, but also Taiwan’s
economic achievements of the last 60 years.

Just as it was an early Asian proponent of
democratic principles and ideals, Taiwan was
also an early adapter and proponent of what
is commonly today called globalization. Tai-
wan, Asia’s first Economic Tiger, embraced
market reforms in the 1950s and quickly
launched some of the best known, and most
efficient, original equipment manufacturers that
came to serve many U.S. firms. Today, Tai-
wan is a technology powerhouse and the is-
land is firmly entrenched in the top tier of de-
veloped world markets.

While many other markets have shown a
disturbing tendency to turn inwards when glob-
al economic conditions get tough, Taiwan has
consistently kept its trade and investment
doors open. A founding member of the Asia
Development Bank in 1966, Taiwan also
joined the World Trade Organization (WTO) in
2001 and further acceded to the VVTO’s Gov-
ernment Procurement Agreement in 2009.

Since his first inauguration in 2008, Presi-
dent Ma has steadily removed many of the
longstanding trade and investment barriers to
mainland China, positioning Taiwan as a glob-
al gateway to and from the so-called “Greater
China” market. This new outlook culminated in
the 2010 signing of the Economic and Co-
operation Framework Agreement (ECFA) be-
tween Taiwan and mainland China. The ECFA
benefits not only Taiwan firms and consumers,
but aids U.S. interests by protecting intellec-
tual property rights.

| encourage all of my colleagues in con-
gratulating Taiwan President Ma on his inau-
guration, applaud Taiwan’s many economic
achievements since the 1950s, and support
enhanced economic relations between the
United States and Taiwan.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE VOTER
EMPOWERMENT ACT

HON. JOHN LEWIS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2012

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to introduce the Voter Empowerment
Act, with 123 of my colleagues. The right to
vote is precious, almost sacred. It is the most
powerful non-violent tool we have in a demo-
cratic society. It controls everything we do
from the time we’re born until the moment we
die. And that's why the leaders standing with
me today believe voting should be simple,
easy and accessible to every citizen.

But there are 51 million Americans who are
not registered, and it's harder for them to reg-
ister today than it was just one year ago. In
this age of technology, our country is moving
backward, not forward. Since the beginning of
last year, 176 bills have been introduced in 41
states making it harder and more difficult for
people to participate in the democratic proc-
ess.

In the last election 3 million eligible voters
showed up to the polls to vote and were
turned away because of failures in our reg-
istration system. We need to do something
about this. The Voter Empowerment Act rep-
resents the leadership of many members of
the Democratic Caucus who believe we must
include the voice of every American citizen.

The American people should be asking why
there is not a bipartisan push to enable Ameri-
cans to cast a ballot that will be counted. We
must not be silent while leaders we elect take
our voting rights away. The vote is the soul
and the heart of the democratic process. Peo-
ple died for the right to vote, and some of
them were people | knew. | hope we will not
return to the days of overt discrimination be-
fore we decide to do something about it.

The Voter Empowerment Act modernizes
the voter registration system in this nation. It
helps voters with disabilities, members of the
military and young people to fully access their
right to vote and to have their vote counted.
The bill restores the integrity of the voting sys-
tem, by providing well-informed, well-trained
poll workers who know the law, and ensuring
that election officials don’t have a vested inter-
est in the outcome of political campaigns. It
protects voters from deceptive practices and
intimidation and prohibits voter caging. It will
ensure that every vote is counted. The bill cre-
ates a national hotline so that problems are
reported, corrected and prevented in real time,
and it reauthorizes the Election Assistance
Commission, the only agency with election ad-
ministration expertise, to ensure the highest
standards are being met nationwide.

Today with the introduction of the Voter Em-
powerment Act, we are making a major step.
We are asking all of the American people and
the press to pay attention to these problems
because they are a threat to democracy as we
know it.

| ask all members, from both sides of the
aisle to join us in this effort to open up the
democratic process to every American.

May 17, 2012

EXPRESSING SENSE OF HOUSE RE-
GARDING IMPORTANCE OF PRE-
VENTING IRAN FROM ACQUIRING
A NUCLEAR WEAPONS CAPA-
BILITY

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise as a
cosponsor of H. Res. 568 to commend Chair-
man ROS-LEHTINEN and Ranking Member BER-
MAN for crafting this bi-partisan resolution and
to urge my colleagues to support the bill.

As President Obama has made clear, it is
unacceptable for Iran to develop a nuclear
weapon. The U.N. Security Council has
passed numerous resolutions demanding that
Iran comply with the Nuclear Nonproliferation
Treaty and suspend its nuclear enrichment ac-
tivities. The IAEA has repeatedly found Iran to
be in violation of the U.N. resolutions.

A nuclear-armed Iran would pose a grave
threat to the State of Israel, a country the
President of Iran has stated should “be wiped
off the map.” A nuclear Iran would also trigger
a nuclear-arms race in the Middle East that
would further destabilize an already volatile re-
gion. It is in the national security interests of
the United States to prevent Iran from obtain-
ing nuclear weapons.

The economic sanctions imposed on Iran
have succeeded in bringing the Iranians to the
negotiating table in Istanbul. It remains to be
seen whether the Iranians are simply engaged
in stall-tactics or are willing to end their effort
to produce weapons-grade nuclear material. |
know the Obama Administration will insist on
a verifiable agreement when talks resume
later this month. This resolution should send a
strong signal to the Iranian regime that Con-
gress stands with President Obama on this
critical matter.

—————

SUPERVISORY SPECIAL AGENT D.
DARELL DONES

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 17, 2012

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate D. Darell Dones, Supervisory Special
Agent (SSA) at the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation (FBI), who will receive a doctorate de-
gree in Biodefense Terrorism from George
Mason University tonight, May 17, 2012.

For 23 years, SSA Dones has worked with
the FBI. Seven years ago, he was assigned to
the Behavioral Science Unit (BSU). As a crimi-
nal behaviorist, SSA Dones provides a crimi-
nal and behavioral consultation of extreme vio-
lent offenders to requesting law enforcement
agencies. He is also responsible for teaching
basic and advanced investigative techniques
and courses concerning Psychosocial Behav-
ior, Mindset, and Intelligence of Violent Street
and Prison Gangs, Applied Psychology, and
Violent Criminal Analysis. Most recently, SSA
Dones participated in a series of seminars ti-
tled “Operation Gang Up,” in my district with
me and Pennsylvania State Senator John
Yudichak. SSA Dones plays a critical role in
this community-led, anti-gang initiative.
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