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President Nixon’s secret bombing of Cam-
bodia and assertions of executive privilege;
President Clinton’s undeclared war against
Bosnia; and President Bush’s countless presi-
dential signing statements, Terrorist Sur-
veillance Program, waterboarding and Iraq
war.

The Constitution gave Congress the power
to declare war because the president is in-
clined to aggrandize executive power when
faced with conflict or danger. As James
Madison wrote to Thomas Jefferson: ‘“‘The
constitution supposes, what the History of
all Governments demonstrates, that the Ex-
ecutive is the branch of power most inter-
ested in war, and most prone to it. It has ac-
cordingly with studied care vested the ques-
tion of war in the Legislature.”

The steady escalation of unchecked presi-
dential power has transformed the Republic
whose glory was liberty into an empire
whose glory is perpetual war and domina-
tion.

KAYLA NAKATA
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Kayla Nakata
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Kayla Nakata
is an 8th grader at Moore Middle School and
received this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Kayla
Nakata is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Kayla Nakata for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments.

—————

NATIONAL DEFENSE TRANSPOR-
TATION DAY AND NATIONAL
TRANSPORTATION WEEK

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize National Defense Transpor-
tation Day and National Transportation Week.
America has always been a leader in transpor-
tation development from the submarine to the
steam engine that connected two great
oceans and the first flight at Kitty Hawk to the
mighty interstates that connect our cities.
Transportation is our nation’s lifeblood and
has been a driving force of our economy. On
May 18 is National Defense Transportation
Day and May 13-19 is National Transportation
Week.

A nation’s ability to transport first respond-
ers, servicemembers, and materials to the
front lines of any crisis is the key to saving
lives and protecting our freedoms. Our trans-
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portation networks have enabled us to react
with speed and efficiency during a crisis.

Our roads, rails, runways, and shipyards
have formed the foundation for a thriving glob-
al marketplace. Letting these vital infrastruc-
tures diminish in quality hampers our ability to
maintain a thriving global marketplace. Re-
committing to investing and building modern
day infrastructure, as we did in the 1950s, we
can once again galvanize our economy and
soar to new heights like that of the eagle.

Transportation has a high priority for me as
a member of Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure and ranking member of
Subcommittee on Emergency Preparedness,
Response, and Communications. Crumbling
bridges put our safety at risk, and antiquated
infrastructure limits our capacity to respond to
threats, emergencies, and hazards at home
and abroad. These situations diminish our se-
curity, our prosperity, and our resilience, and
we must do more to address them.

The need for strong and sustainable trans-
portation networks has never been greater.
The state of our roads and railways creates a
competitive disadvantage that discourages in-
vestment and slows the pace of progress. Our
nation invests only 2.4 percent of our GDP
where as Europe and China invests 5 percent
and 9 percent respectively into creating com-
petitive infrastructure. We are greatly lagging
behind and investing would save 1.8 million
jobs and create up to 1 million more jobs.

Through the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act and the Transportation Invest-
ment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER)
Discretionary Grant program, all 50 States
have launched new highway and infrastructure
projects, and many have funded passenger
rail development that will modernize our cities
and help put more construction workers back
on the job. But this is not enough; | remain
committed to upgrading our infrastructure, en-
suring the safety and security of our transpor-
tation systems, bringing diverse, sustainable
transit opportunities to communities across our
country, and investing in innovative solutions
to address the transportation challenges of
today and tomorrow.

On National Defense Transportation Day
and during National Transportation Week, we
celebrate that rich legacy and recommit to
building robust infrastructure that will accel-
erate our economy in the years ahead. An
economy built to last depends on a world-
class infrastructure system. | call upon all
Members to recognize the importance of our
Nation’s transportation infrastructure and to
acknowledge the contributions of those who
build, operate, and maintain these critical in-
frastructures.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ROBERT J. DOLD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, due to district busi-
ness, | was unavoidably back in my Congres-
sional District on May 15, 2012. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on H.R.
365, the National Blue Alert Act of 2011, “yea”
on H.R. 3874, the Black Hills Cemetery Act,
and “yea” on H.R. 205, the HEARTH Act of
2011.
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HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Kassie Orona
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Kassie Orona
is a 12th grader at Standley Lake High and re-
ceived this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Kassie
Orona is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Kassie Orona for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments.

—————

HONORING THE 40TH
ANNIVERSARY OF USDA APHIS

HON. FRANK D. LUCAS

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 40th anniversary of the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service. While many Ameri-
cans may not have heard of APHIS, the Agen-
cy’s mission is so far-reaching that most are
touched by its regulatory activities or policies
every day. We in the Agriculture Committee
understand that when we learned last month
of the cow with bovine spongiform
encephalopathy (BSE) that it was APHIS’ swift
response and scientific approach that reas-
sured our trading partners that U.S. beef is
safe and kept trade moving. We understand
that it is APHIS whose work every day keeps
our country free from many invasive insects
and diseases like the destructive Mediterra-
nean fruit fly. Every day, we hear and see the
positive strides this Agency is making in sup-
port of U.S. agriculture.

Since APHIS was formed in 1972, it has
evolved into a multi-faceted Agency with re-
sponsibilities that include protecting and pro-
moting U.S. agricultural health from foreign
animal and plant pests and diseases, regu-
lating genetically engineered organisms, ad-
ministering the Animal Welfare Act, and car-
rying out wildlife damage management activi-
ties. To carry out its mission, APHIS employ-
ees work to create and sustain opportunities
for America’s farmers, ranchers and producers
and to safeguard the nation’s agriculture, fish-
ing and forestry industries. For that, | applaud
them and join in celebrating this Agency’s his-
tory.

During the early 1970s, APHIS was put to
the test when it spearheaded an enormous ef-
fort to control an outbreak of exotic Newcastle
disease in Southern California that threatened
the Nation’s entire poultry and egg supply.
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APHIS mobilized thousands of workers in a
response that included an investigation of over
77 million birds, administration of 113 million
doses of vaccines, and maintenance of a
quarantine zone spanning 45,000 square
miles. Success was achieved in 1974 and
marked the first time any country had eradi-
cated such a widespread outbreak of the
deadly disease, and it provided a blueprint for
future animal disease control efforts. Using
lessons it learned from the earlier outbreak,
APHIS again lead a taskforce of Federal,
State, and private veterinarians in 2002 to ef-
fectively stamp out an exotic Newcastle dis-
ease outbreak in California and other Western
States. This time, however, APHIS and its
partners eradicated this devastating disease in
one-third the time and at one-half the cost of
prior outbreaks, protecting the health of the
country’s poultry resources, worth more than
$23 billion.

Through the National Boll Weevil Eradi-
cation Program launched in the late 1970s,
APHIS and its partners eradicated boll weevil
from 16 of 17 cotton-producing States, with
the last, Texas nearing completion of its eradi-
cation efforts. This three-decade effort has
succeeded through the participation and co-
operation of industry, State and Federal agri-
culture agencies, and APHIS in sharing costs
and developing and improving eradication
strategies to meet every challenge. APHIS
continues its myriad of programs dedicated to
keeping harmful and invasive plant pests and
diseases out of this country and eradicating
them quickly should they arrive. Recently,
APHIS and its State and industry partners
have nearly eliminated European grapevine
moth infestations, keeping domestic com-
merce and foreign markets open for grapes,
stone fruit, berries, and other commodities that
would otherwise have been threatened by the
pest.

APHIS assumed a new mandate for wildlife
damage management in 1985, after Congress
transferred the Animal Damage Control pro-
gram from the Department of the Interior to
USDA. Through this program, APHIS provides
Federal leadership and expertise to resolve
wildlife conflicts to allow people and wildlife to
coexist. APHIS has provided critical support to
U.S. agricultural producers over the years find-
ing practical, humane, effective, and environ-
mentally safe solutions when wildlife attack
livestock or damage crops. But the program’s
impact extends beyond agriculture to urban
areas, where they work to reduce wildlife haz-
ards at the Nation’s airports and military air-
bases, eradicate invasive species such as the
Giant Gambian rat, and combat wildlife rabies.

APHIS’ role in the Federal biotechnology
era began in 1986 with the “Coordinated
Framework for Regulation of Biotechnology,”
which outlined a comprehensive U.S. Govern-
ment regulatory policy for ensuring the safety
of biotechnology research and products. In
November 1987, using new policies for regu-
lating the introduction of genetically engi-
neered organisms that might pose risks to
plants, APHIS for the first time approved a
field test, for a tobacco resistant to the herbi-
cide bromoxynil. Since then, the Agency has
overseen nearly 30,000 field trials at over
86,000 different locations and approved over
80 products for nonregulated status—many of
which have subsequently been further devel-
oped and released as varieties used in agri-
culture benefitting farmers and consumers
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while decreasing overall pesticide use and soil
erosion.

APHIS’ role in protecting and promoting the
health of U.S. agriculture is also critical in the
international trade arena. As part of the move
to support growth in international trade while
fulfiling APHIS’ mission to protect American
agriculture, APHIS inspectors  began
preclearing imports destined for the United
States before they left their country of origin in
the 1980s. APHIS also began employing other
approaches to ensure that imported commod-
ities were free of pests and diseases—X-ray
detection devices began screening baggage
for illegal material, and APHIS’ “Beagle Bri-
gade,” established in 1984, sniffed out prohib-
ited foods in passenger luggage. Throughout
the years, APHIS’ ability to quickly respond to
outbreaks of foreign plant pests and diseases,
helps assure our trading partners that U.S.
products are safe and that the United States
is a model for protecting the health and abun-
dance of agriculture.

Today, APHIS continues to enhance its ani-
mal welfare efforts, overseeing the care and
treatment of animals regulated under the Ani-
mal Welfare Act at licensed and registered fa-
cilities throughout the United States and its
territories. APHIS’ risk based inspection sys-
tem enables the Agency to focus its resources
on the most problematic facilities and pursue
enforcement against violators.

Lastly, | applaud APHIS for continuously
seeking to work together with its partners and
stakeholders to achieve success in its pro-
grams. APHIS is an Agency that recognizes
that it must actively work with States, Tribal
Nations, industry and other stakeholder groups
to help manage the many issues that affect
U.S. agriculture. This coordinated effort has
enabled the Agency to be successful in pro-
tecting our valuable agricultural and natural re-
sources. We have seen the results of this ap-
proach, for example, as the Agency has imple-
mented the Plant Pest and Disease Manage-
ment and Disaster Prevention provisions of
the 2008 Farm Bill. This joint effort by APHIS,
states, industry, academia, and other stake-
holders has yielded great benefits—helping
eradicate devastating plant diseases such as
Plum Pox in Pennsylvania, increasing surveys
to find foreign pests before they can become
established in the United States, educating the
public on reducing the spread of these pests,
and enhancing research so we have better
tools to protect our country from threats to our
agricultural and natural resources.

As you can see, through the decades,
APHIS has continued to modernize in dem-
onstrating its vitality and significance to farm-
ers, exporters and importers, and consumers.
APHIS’ leadership in protecting and promoting
the health of U.S. agriculture has served the
United States well. For that, | want to con-
gratulate APHIS and its hard working employ-
ees for a highly successful 40 years, and ap-
plaud their continued commitment to the
American people and U.S. agriculture.
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HONORING MILFORD HIGH
SCHOOL’'S WE THE PEOPLE
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM

HON. CHARLES F. BASS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Mr. BASS of New Hampshire. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the members of Milford
High School’'s We the People state champion-
ship team.

We the People is a national competition that
tests students’ knowledge of the Constitution
and the Bill of Rights. Teams from all over the
country compete for various prizes and
awards. With the help of their teacher, Dave
Alcox, and after many months of dedication
and hard work, the Milford High School team
placed first in New Hampshire’s We the Peo-
ple State Championship. In doing so, they
earned a spot to compete in the National
Championship here in Washington, DC earlier
this month, where they placed 30th overall
and first in the Unit 3 division out of more than
50 teams. | want to congratulate the following
students for their accomplishments and inspir-
ing commitment to their team:

Kelsey Bailey; Jack Betelak; Cara Brewer;
Jess Byrne; Laura Elser; Mathias Christensen;
Josh Clemens; Paige Craven; Emily Curry;
Bekah Curtis; Molly Desmond; Adam
Drescher; Robby Finan; Ryan Fitzgerald; Me-
lissa Gray; Sarah Halstead; Ryan Hull; Kyle
Joyce; Hannah Ladeau; Ally LaForge; Katie
Lannin; Julia Lengvarska; Tom Lundstedt;
Comfort Dum Maude; Zach O’Neill; Jon
Penniman; Jason Porter; Nick Simo; James
Smith; Natasija Vucicevic; and Brittney White.

Mr. Speaker, the people of New Hampshire
join me in congratulating these students on a
job well done, and | wish them all the best in
what | know will be a very successful future.

JOSE AVILA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2012

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jose Avila for
receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Jose Avila is
an 11th grader at Jefferson Senior High and
received this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Jose Avila
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Jose
Avila for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all his future accomplish-
ments.
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