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TRIBUTE TO DR. F. SHERWOOD
ROWLAND

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues to join me today in honoring Dr. F.
Sherwood Rowland, who was born on June
28, 1927, in Delaware, Ohio, and who passed
away on March 10, 2012, at his home in Co-
rona del Mar, California, at the age of 84.

Professor Rowland was a giant in the sci-
entific community. Along with his colleague Dr.
Mario Molina, he discovered the serious threat
to the earth’s ozone layer posed by man-made
chemicals called chlorofluorocarbons, or
CFCs. These supposedly harmless chemicals
were being released from aerosol sprays, re-
frigerators, and air conditioners. In their 1974
paper published in Nature, the two scientists
showed that CFCs were depleting the planet’s
protective stratospheric ozone layer. They
found that CFCs rose into the stratosphere,
where they were broken apart by powerful ul-
traviolet rays and released chlorine atoms.
The chlorine destroyed the ozone molecules
protecting the planet’s surface from harmful ul-
traviolet radiation.

Sherry Rowland recognized that the deple-
tion of the ozone layer “was not just a sci-
entific question, but a potentially grave envi-
ronmental problem.” Increased exposure to ul-
traviolet radiation meant more cases of skin
cancer and eye damage, as well as harm to
plant and marine life.

Sherry Rowland spoke out about this dan-
ger to the ozone layer and argued for a ban
on CFCs. Over the years, he did hundreds of
press interviews and testified before Congress
and state legislatures time and time again.

Professor Rowland persevered despite ef-
forts to discredit his work. Scientific societies
withdrew their invitations for him to speak
about his research. And industry attacked him
personally. In 1977, the president of one aer-
osol manufacturing company claimed that criti-
cism of CFCs was “orchestrated by the Min-
istry of Disinformation of the KGB.”

But Professor Rowland was ultimately vindi-
cated by both his fellow scientists and the
international community. In 1983, a British
Antarctic Survey team confirmed the existence
of a hole in the ozone layer above Antarctica.
Four years later, the Montreal Protocol was
signed. This landmark treaty phased out the
production and use of CFCs. The ozone layer
is now expected to fully recover around the
middle of the century.

In 1995, Dr. Rowland received the recogni-
tion he deserved when he shared the Nobel
Prize for Chemistry with Dr. Molina and Dr.
Paul Crutzen for their ozone layer work.

Sherry Rowland’s life stands as a testament
to the critical role of scientific discovery in the
development of wise and effective government
policy.

One need only ponder what the world would
be like today without the work and voice of
Sherry Rowland to appreciate the magnitude
of his contributions. Please join me in cele-
brating the life of Dr. Sherry Rowland, a man
who literally helped save the world.
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EVERETT LILLY
HON. NICK J. RAHALL Il

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, the glorious hills
of West Virginia fell more silent than usual this
past week. A familiar voice was quieted by the
passing of an American original. This last
weekend, we celebrated the life and legacy of
Mr. Everett Lilly, who passed on to his heav-
enly reward after 87 years on this Earth. Until
just recently, Mr. Lilly’s voice and mandolin
playing were a familiar melodious staple for
the ears and musical souls of southern West
Virginians and countless ones beyond our bor-
ders.

Everett and his brother, Bea, who passed in
2005, introduced bluegrass music, Lilly-style,
or as Mr. Lilly liked to call it, “American Moun-
tain Country Folk Music,” to our country’s
northeast in the 1950's with Don Stover and
Tex Logan. They rose to international fame
and toured Japan. Everett played two sepa-
rate stints with the legendary bluegrass group
formed by Lester Flatt and Earl Scruggs. Most
recently, even though he was well into his
80s, he toured with his own band, The Lilly
Mountaineers, and taught classes at Mountain
State University—passing on his knowledge
and skill with mountain music and its accom-
panying lore.

The Lilly Brothers were inducted into the
West Virginia Music Hall of Fame and the
International Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame.
Everett received the Vandalia Award, West
Virginia's highest folk life honor, in 2009.

Tributes to Mr. Lilly and his considerable tal-
ents continue to be written, West Virginia's
Mountain Stage’s memorial to him reminds us
that country singer, Marty Stuart, called Mr.
Lilly, “God’s mandolin player.”

Let me just add that all the words used to
describe Mr. Lilly's legacy like entertainment
giant, pioneering artist, and musical legend
and icon are true | knew Mr. Lilly and know
his family. They are friends of mine and the
best compliment | can pay him is that what
you saw was what you got. | don't think he
had a fake bone in his body, and he was more
than ready to lend a helping hand whenever,
wherever possible. Indeed, as our hometown
newspaper, the Register Herald, summed it up
succinctly, Everett was genuine.

Among the tens of thousands Mr. Lilly en-
lightened and entertained over the decades
was everyone from presidents to just plain
good people. Though he achieved inter-
national fame and the composition of his audi-
ences would drastically change from venue to
venue, he never did. Whether he was on the
world stage or staged in front of a family barn
here in southern West Virginia, Everett never
strayed from his deep roots in Clear Creek,
West Virginia.

The New York Times ran a warm story on
Mr. Lilly’s many accomplishments and con-
cluded with perhaps what he considered his
greatest, his family. Mr. Lilly’s son, Jiles, pre-
ceded him in death, but he is survived by his
wife of 64 years, JoAnn; three sons, Daniel,
Mark and Everett Alan; four daughters, Karen
Pierangelino, Diana Tomah, Ann Lilly and La-
verne Wheeler; a sister, Flossie Williams; and
numerous grandchildren and great-grand-
children.
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“He played music right up to the end,” Dan-
iel Lilly told the Times. “He was enjoying life
and still riding his four-wheeler through the
woods at the age of 87. He died at the kitchen
table.”

He and his band used to play an old song
that seems a fitting epitaph for his long happy
career and life. | leave you with the lyrics to,
“Who will sing for me,” confidant that the
praises for Everett Lilly will continue to be
sung by all those whose lives he touched. Mr.
Speaker, my colleagues, we all could take a
page or two from the songbook of this tal-
ented, this beloved son of West Virginia:
Often | sing for my friends
At death’s cold hand | see
When | reach my journey’s end
Who will sing for me
Chorus
I wonder (I wonder) who
Will sing (will sing) for me
When | come the cross
of that silent sea
Who will sing for me
When crowds shall gather round
And look down on me
Will they turn and walk away
Or will they sing one song for me
So I'll sing 'til the end
Contented I will be
Assured that some friends
Will sing one song for me

————

SEQUESTER REPLACEMENT
RECONCILIATION ACT OF 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2012

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, once again,
the Republican majority is proposing legisla-
tion that puts Americans directly on the Road
to Austerity. Similar to the Ryan Budget, the
Sequester Replacement Reconciliation Act is
noteworthy for the harsh austerity it demands
of the many and the lavish benefits it extends
to the few.

Instead of closing tax loopholes or asking
millionaires to contribute to deficit reduction,
this bill focuses only on cutting spending while
hurting millions of Americans.

This bill puts the burden of deficit reduction
squarely on the backs of seniors, the middle
class, and the most vulnerable among us:

It slashes food stamps by $33.2 billion at a
time when families can least afford it; perma-
nently eliminates the Social Services Block
Grant program which provides assistance for
nearly 23 million Americans including 4.4 mil-
lion children and 1.7 million older Americans
who receive “Meals on Wheels”; cuts invest-
ments to women’s health by eliminating the
Prevention and Public Health Fund which pro-
motes maternal and child health; and politi-
cizes the funding process for the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau which was cre-
ated by the Dodd-Frank law to deal with banks
that are “too big to fail.”

Mr. Speaker, Democrats agree that we need
deficit reduction, but demand that we do it in
a balanced and fair way. The proposal before
us shreds the social safety net that protects
millions of hardworking families in an effort to
protect defense cuts under sequestration and
makes billions of dollars in cuts beyond what
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was agreed to under the Budget Control Act
for FY13.

This bill is another example of a partisan bill
that has no chance of going anywhere but that
sends a message to all Americans: You are
on your own. From Medicare to child protec-
tive services, to respite care for disabled indi-
viduals, the Republican majority is cutting your
services while handing a neatly wrapped gift
to our Nation’s millionaires.

| strongly urge a “no” vote.

———

HONORING MR. MA YING-JEOU ON
TAIWAN’S PRESIDENTIAL INAU-
GURATION DAY

HON. RICHARD L. HANNA

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, as Taiwan pre-
pares for its Presidential Inauguration Day on
May 20, I'd like to congratulate President Ma
and our friends in Taiwan for a smooth com-
pletion of their presidential election on January
14. Mr. Ma Ying-jeou won a second term as
President of the Republic of China (Taiwan).

President George W. Bush once famously
described Taiwan as “a beacon of democracy
to Asia and the world.” His words were rec-
ognition of Taiwan’s achievements in demo-
cratic development. We trust Mr. Ma and his
people will continue to deepen and improve
Taiwan's democracy and instil an even
stronger commitment to democratic values
among Taiwan’s people.

The United States and Taiwan have enjoyed
a strong security and economic partnership for
over half a century. Our common interest in
peace and security has guided U.S.-Taiwan
relations and our commitment to Taiwan’s se-
curity, as stated in the 1979 Taiwan Relations
Act, has enabled Taiwan to build a strong
democratic government and today serves as a
beacon for others in the region and beyond.
Similarly, Taiwan’s economic partnership with
us has benefited both sides, resulting in Tai-
wan being our tenth largest trading partner,
with total bilateral trade amounting to over $68
billion.

During Mr. Ma’s second term, | hope our re-
lationship with Taiwan will continue to flourish,
especially in areas like military cooperation,
Taiwan’s inclusion in the Visa Waiver Pro-
gram, as well as our trade relationship.

Congratulations to Mr. Ma and the people of
Taiwan.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICULTURE

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, today is the 150th
anniversary of the founding of the Department
of Agriculture, which was established by Presi-
dent Lincoln on May 15, 1862.

| commend the hardworking individuals at
the department who work with all elements of
the food supply chain—including our farmers,
growers, and ranchers, to support for packers
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and shippers, marketers and processors,
equipment suppliers, researchers, and retail-
ers—to ensure that Americans have access to
affordable, safe and abundant food.

The USDA also assists with important con-
servation efforts, and connects the most vul-
nerable in our society with critical food re-
sources. As we mark this anniversary, | hope
we all will take this opportunity to recognize
the continued need that exists at our local
food pantries. | meet with food banks and pan-
tries on a regular basis, and demand is at an
all-time high. Families who use to donate food
regularly are now coming to receive food.

| appreciate the support of my colleagues
for the inclusion of language in the FY12 agri-
culture spending bill that was signed into law
to make it easier to donate excess food from
the Federal school lunch program to local food
banks by ensuring they are covered by the
Good Samaritan Act.

The American agriculture community should
be commended for their work to ensure that
everyone has safe food on the table.

—

A TRIBUTE TO AGRICULTURE

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, with the 150th anniversary of the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture upon us, | feel it impor-
tant to pay tribute to the American farmers,
ranchers, and producers who remain a corner-
stone in the foundation of our country. Since
the settlement of American colonies, agri-
culture has played a paramount role in the
lives of American citizens.

Growing up in South Georgia, | witnessed
the impact agriculture plays in our Nation’s
economy and national security. In Georgia,
agriculture is directly related to one out of
every seven jobs. It contributes billions of dol-
lars to the State’s economy and provides a
safe and reliable source of food for American
citizens. The U.S. Department of Agriculture
has played and continues to play an important
role in each of these aspects.

With the long-standing relationship between
Georgia and the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, the State of Georgia has become syn-
onymous with agriculture. Georgia leads the
Nation in broilers and value of egg production
with $4 billion dollars and $570 million dollars,
respectfully. It produces the second highest
amount of cotton in the United States, and it
produces almost half of the peanuts grown in
the U.S. with a farm gate value of over $401
million dollars. Altogether, agriculture contrib-
utes about 12 percent annually to Georgia's
$787 billion dollar economic output.

With the success of our Nation’s agriculture
sector, it is vital that the U.S. government cre-
ate an optimal environment where farmers and
ranchers can continue to provide our country
with a consistent and safe supply of agri-
culture products. We can achieve this through
appropriate policies that provide support for
our Nation’s agricultural producers.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, during this time of
honoring the 150th anniversary of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, it is with great esteem and
pride that | honor our Nation’s farmers, ranch-
ers, and producers. | ask my fellow colleagues
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to provide continued support for our country’s
agriculture industry. With continued support,
we can carry on our America’s role as a world
leader in reliable material and safe foods.

———

RECOGNIZING MICHIGAN HELMET
CHOICE LAW

HON. TIM WALBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the recent passage and signing into
law of a helmet choice law in my home State
of Michigan.

Last month, Governor Rick Snyder signed
into law Senate Bill 291, which modernizes
Michigan’'s outdated mandatory helmet law
and allows adult choice for motorcycle riders
like myself. The new law allows riders to exer-
cise their personal liberty in choosing whether
to wear a helmet or not, while at the same
time including smart safeguards to ensure rid-
ers are equipped with the proper skills and
protections to safely travel on Michigan roads.

Michigan now joins the 30 other States with
helmet choice laws, and this law will undoubt-
edly encourage cross-country riders to visit
our beautiful State and support our strong
tourism industry.

While riders are certainly free to choose
whether they will ride with a helmet or not,
driver awareness cannot be optional. Too
many riders are injured or killed each year due
to reckless driving and the only way to ensure
the safety of motorcycle riders and car drivers
is increased awareness on the roadways.
Along with increased motorcycle rider edu-
cation, it is my hope that the debate over this
commonsense law will encourage all drivers to
pay closer attention behind the wheel.

Again, | am grateful to Governor Snyder and
the Michigan legislature on advancing per-
sonal liberty in Michigan through the passage
of Senate Bill 291, and | look forward to taking
my Harley out soon.

USDA—HAPPY 150TH BIRTHDAY
HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 15, 2012

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, as a mem-
ber of the Agriculture Committee, | am
pleased to recognize the 150th birthday of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). The
good work of USDA and the important pro-
grams administered by USDA reach all of us
every day, often more than most of us realize.
In coordination with our farmers and ranchers,
USDA ensures that we have a safe and abun-
dant food supply. USDA protects the quality of
our meat and poultry; feeds children and low
income Americans through the nutrition pro-
grams; and supports rural Americans with an
array of basic programs, including broadband,
housing and economic development.

As Co-Chair of the House Hunger Caucus,
along with my good friend Representative JO
ANN EMERSON, | am committed to ending hun-
ger in the United States and around the world.
| want to praise USDA’s robust domestic pro-
grams to help feed the most vulnerable among
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