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main line of resistance known as the ‘‘Hook,’’ 
on the Jamestown Line. It was during an as-
sault on the outpost Seattle, in front of the 
Jamestown Line, when Weisgerber was se-
verely wounded. He refused medical treatment 
and courageously moved forward to aid a 
wounded comrade, fearlessly exposing himself 
to intense hostile fire. His wounds later re-
sulted in the loss of his leg. In recognition of 
his bravery and valor, he was awarded the 
Navy Cross and Purple Heart for his actions 
that night. During this time, Weisgerber was 
on track to receive a promotion. Unfortunately, 
he was medically discharged due to the 
wounds he received at outpost Seattle, thus 
making him ineligible for promotion. 

Weisgerber returned to the United States to 
start his family with his high school sweetheart 
and wife Marianne, eventually settling in the 
Bay Area. Despite being medically discharged 
and now age 81, Weisgerber has remained 
committed to the Marine Corps and continues 
to serve and exhibit true volunteerism. He 
helps young Marines adjust to civilian life, find 
jobs, and obtain military benefits once they 
leave the service. Weisgerber continues to 
counsel generations of amputee veterans and 
other returning veterans at the Palo Alto Vet-
erans Hospital and the Menlo Park Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder Center. His own story of 
perseverance is an inspiration to wounded vet-
erans and to the entire Marine Corps. In my 
district, the Marines of the 4th Marine Logistic 
Group, Marine Forces Reserve always speak 
highly of Weisgerber, often praising him as the 
epitome of the Marine Corps. He is continu-
ously present, providing a helping hand to the 
Marines in every possible way. 

Weisgerber’s commitment extends to the 
broader community as well. He served three 
terms as the Mayor of Milpitas and currently 
sits on numerous boards and commissions in 
the Bay Area on issues ranging from transpor-
tation to veterans’ affairs. His accomplish-
ments in the community are noteworthy, and 
they speak to a lifetime spent dutifully serving 
others. 

William D. Weisgerber has worked tirelessly 
for the past 58 years as a ‘‘retired’’ Marine 
and has asked for nothing in return. However, 
grateful Marines touched by Weisgerber’s un-
wavering service have campaigned on his be-
half to see that he is deservedly recognized. 
On December 5, 2011, Secretary of the Navy 
Ray Mabus, in accordance with section 1563 
of title 10, U.S. Code, approved the honorary 
promotion of Staff Sergeant Weisgerber to 
Gunnery Sergeant due to his selfless dedica-
tion to our country. 

Mr. Speaker, this Saturday, January 28th 
2012, Staff Sergeant William ‘‘Denny’’ 
Weisgerber will finally receive the promotion 
that he has deserved for six decades. I proud-
ly commend Gunnery Sergeant William 
‘‘Denny’’ Weisgerber for his commitment and 
noble service to our Marines, veterans, com-
munity and country. His daily sacrifice to our 
community and the Marine Corps is extraor-
dinary. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on 
Monday, January 23, 2012, I was unable to be 

present for recorded votes. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 
vote No. 5 (on the motion to suspend the rules 
and pass H.R. 3117, as amended) and ‘‘yes’’ 
on rollcall vote No. 6 (on the motion to sus-
pend the rules and pass H.R. 1141). 
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RECOGNIZING COLONEL CHARLES 
YOUNG 

HON. MICHAEL R. TURNER 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Mr. TURNER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to recognize the important contributions of 
Colonel Charles Young, a Buffalo Soldier 
whose historic home is in my community in 
Southwest Ohio. 

As a Member of the House Armed Services 
Committee and Co-Chair of the House Historic 
Preservation Caucus, I have the privilege of 
frequently working with our servicemembers 
as well as a great appreciation for our nation’s 
historic treasures. 

Colonel Young, the third African-American 
to graduate from the United States Military 
Academy at West Point in 1889, was a distin-
guished officer in the U.S. Army. He was a 
pioneer of military intelligence techniques, a 
commander of troops in combat in the Span-
ish-American War and the Mexican expedition 
against Pancho Villa. 

His first assignment after graduation was 
with the Buffalo Soldiers in the 10th Cavalry in 
Nebraska, and then with the 9th and 10th 
Cavalries in Utah. With the outbreak of the 
Spanish-American War, he was reassigned as 
Second Lieutenant to training duty at Camp 
Alger, Virginia. 

In 1903, then-Captain Young was in com-
mand of the 10th Cavalry stationed at the Pre-
sidio of San Francisco. That summer, with the 
Army responsible for its management, Colonel 
Young was assigned to serve as Acting Su-
perintendent of Sequoia National Park in Cali-
fornia. 

Colonel Young was then awarded a com-
mission as a Major in the Ninth Ohio Volun-
teer Infantry. Later, during the Spanish-Amer-
ican War, he commanded a squadron of the 
10th Cavalry Buffalo Soldiers in Cuba. 
Throughout his military career, Colonel Young 
distinguished himself in service to our nation 
with the Buffalo Soldiers of the 9th and 10th 
Cavalries, and the 25th Infantry, as well as 
serving as Professor of Military Science at Wil-
berforce University, Ohio. 

Today we seek to honor the continuing leg-
acy and leadership of the Buffalo Soldiers. 
Colonel Charles Young stands out as a shin-
ing example of the dedication, service, and 
commitment of the Buffalo Soldiers throughout 
United States and world history. 

Mr. Speaker, I am glad to recognize the im-
portant historical contributions of Buffalo Sol-
diers such as Colonel Young. 
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HONORING LUCAS J. OBORNY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Lucas J. Oborny. 

Lucas is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 395, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Lucas has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Lucas has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Lucas has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Lucas J. Oborny for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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CELEBRATING THE CHINESE NEW 
YEAR 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
recognize and celebrate the beginning of the 
Chinese New Year. On January 23, 2012, we 
marked year 4710 of the lunisolar Chinese 
calendar. In my Congressional District, in the 
windy city of Chicago, there are well over 
68,000 Chicagoans with Chinese heritage. We 
are very proud that Chicago boasts one of the 
largest populations of Chinese Americans, 
with the second largest Chinatown in the na-
tion. Many of these Chicagoans reside or work 
in the historical neighborhood of Chinatown 
just south of the loop area. Chicago was one 
of the first cities that Chinese immigrants 
called home, with the first immigrants arriving 
during the 1870s. Since then, the Chinese 
community in Chicago has flourished and 
greatly enriched the culture and heritage of 
our city. 

This New Year is the Year of the Dragon, 
the most powerful of all the animals—an ani-
mal whose power and strength are admired. 
The Chinese New Year is a chance for a new 
beginning and a chance for all of us to reflect 
on our blessings, such as family, friends, op-
portunities and cherished moments. The New 
Year also provides an opportunity for us to 
settle our disputes with loved ones and to help 
people less fortunate than we are. I am 
blessed with having many close friends within 
the Chinese-American community. I have 
shared many important moments with these 
friends, both in Chinatown and at my house 
on the West Side. Through these relation-
ships, I have developed a profound apprecia-
tion for Chinese culture, including the Chinese 
New Year celebration. 

I recognize the new beginning brought by 
the spring festival, and I wish the Chinese 
community in Chicago and in the United 
States a memorable and prosperous New 
Year. I look forward to celebrating the Year of 
the Dragon on January 29 with the annual 
Chinese New Year parade. Aside from this in-
credible celebration, there are multiple oppor-
tunities throughout the year to experience the 
history and culture of the Chinese-American 
community, be it the dragon boat races, the 
concerts in Ping Tom Park, or the tours of our 
historic China Town. I wish all a Gong Hei Fat 
Choy. 
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HONORING SAMUEL T. NAGORNEY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Samuel T. 
Nagorney. Samuel is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
395, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Samuel has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Samuel has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Sam-
uel has contributed to his community through 
his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Samuel T. Nagorney for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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ROE V. WADE ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to mark an incredible milestone. 
Thirty-nine years ago from this past Sunday, 
the Supreme Court of the United States guar-
anteed the women of this country our right to 
privacy. In handing down the landmark Roe v. 
Wade decision, the justices of the Supreme 
Court affirmed the right for American women 
to keep medical decisions between women 
and their doctors. 

This right was not easily won, and it has not 
come without four decades of fighting to pro-
tect it. And yet today, some are still trying to 
strip women of this right. 

Many of those who seek to overturn Roe 
claim to be protecting life—but it’s no secret 
that making abortion illegal won’t end the 
problem of unplanned pregnancies in this 
country. 

In fact, legal abortion keeps women more 
safe. In 1965, almost 20 percent of all mater-
nal deaths were due to illegal abortion—and 
that’s only what was reported. 

So in looking ahead for 2012, I invite my 
anti-choice colleagues to consider this: instead 
of working against us by voting to defund title 
X programs for women who need them most, 
work with us in a shared goal of making abor-
tion safe, legal, and rare. That is what the pro- 
choice movement stands for. 

I was 6 years old when Roe v. Wade was 
handed down, and never in my life have I felt 
that my rights were threatened like I do now. 

Last year alone, 69 laws containing 92 anti- 
abortion provisions were enacted in 24 
states—and my home State of Florida was un-
fortunately responsible for several of them. 

But the problem isn’t only at the State 
level—last year, the Republican majority in the 
House took up a slew of bills that tried to do 
everything from defund Planned Parenthood, a 

crucial title X provider in our country, to rede-
fine rape to say that if the victim was mentally 
unable to consent, then it didn’t really count as 
forcible rape. 

These bills are insulting and dangerous to 
women’s health and wellbeing, something that 
we as Members of Congress should be work-
ing together to protect. 

In this spirit, I remind my anti-choice col-
leagues that the concern for human life and 
dignity cannot end at birth. So, it is my sincere 
hope that in the budget bills we will soon take 
up, all Members work to pass a budget that 
holds women and children harmless, placing 
important programs like title X family planning, 
Head Start, and Maternal and Child Block 
Grants at the top of the priority list. In these 
trying financial times, we cannot afford to bal-
ance our budget on the backs of women and 
children. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I urge my col-
leagues to note this anniversary with the grav-
ity it deserves, as well as the energy it will re-
quire to work to ensure that next year at this 
time, we are once again commemorating this 
crucial right as protected by the Supreme 
Court, and not lamenting yet another year in 
which this right has been assailed. Women’s 
lives depend on it! 
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HONORING BLAKE TAYLOR 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Blake Taylor. 
Blake is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 354, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Blake has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Blake has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Blake 
has contributed to his community through his 
Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Blake Taylor for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF MICHAEL BOZICK TO 
THE PEOPLE OF THE 
COACHELLA VALLEY 

HON. MARY BONO MACK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Mrs. BONO MACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a dear friend, Mr. Mi-
chael Bozick, a highly respected and honor-
able community leader in the district which I 
have the honor of representing in Congress. 

I am deeply grateful for the contributions Mr. 
Bozick has made to our desert community, 
and on behalf of the people I represent, I ex-

tend sincere appreciation for all he has done 
to enhance our local economy and improve 
the lives of area residents. Mike Bozick has 
made a difference because of his passion for 
serving the community, his achievements in 
industry, and his love of our region. In par-
ticular, he has helped countless young people 
through his support of the Coachella Valley 
Boys & Girls Club, along with numerous other 
worthwhile charitable organizations and 
causes. 

A generous and devoted family man, Mike 
Bozick’s story is the embodiment of the Amer-
ican dream. Born to a Yugoslavian immigrant 
family in Masontown, Pennsylvania, he moved 
to Southern California as a young man. After 
graduating summa cum laude from the Univer-
sity of Southern California, Mike began work-
ing in the table grape industry in the mid– 
1960s, assisting his family with operations at 
Richard Bagdasarian, Inc., a table grape pro-
duction company based in California’s 
Coachella Valley. It was during this period that 
Bozick’s passion for the grape industry grew, 
and he soon developed into an effective and 
highly regarded leader within the agricultural 
industry. 

Mike Bozick recently completed his 39th 
year of service as a California Table Grape 
Commission Board Member, an organization 
which strives to maintain and expand current 
markets to new and larger markets for fresh 
California grapes, both domestically and inter-
nationally. As Chairman of the Board, Mike 
has introduced new and innovative ideas, 
such as promoting table grapes from all of the 
commission districts, a rarity in the past since 
many districts have overlapping markets. His 
ideas certainly paid off. By 2010, national 
sales of California table grapes grew to a ship-
ment of 98 million boxes per year—a substan-
tial increase from 20 million in the 1960s. As 
someone who is deeply committed to the 
growth of our local economy and the creation 
of jobs in our region, it is very gratifying to see 
the expansion and growing popularity of one 
of our most prized and valued industries, due 
in large part to Mike’s perseverance, passion 
and dedication. 

While Mike has made many contributions to 
the table grape industry, it is his hard work, 
entrepreneurial spirit and unwavering gen-
erosity that impresses me most. He is the ful-
fillment of the all-American notion that hard 
work and dedication pay off, and he has used 
his success to benefit others and provide an 
example for young people everywhere. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in commending 
Michael Bozick for his exemplary record of 
service and contributions to the people of the 
Coachella Valley, the California Table Grape 
Commission, the greater table grape industry, 
and in sending best wishes for continued suc-
cess in his future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING MATTHEW WILKS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Matthew Wilks. 
Matthew is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
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