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INTEREST RATE REDUCTION ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 27, 2012

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, as we continue
to recover economically, we must ensure that
students can afford a higher education. In
2007, as we were dealing with the worst of the
recession, | voted in favor of legislation to re-
duce interest rates on Stafford loans from 6.8
to 3.4 percent. On July 31, interest rates will
go back to 6.8 percent if Congress does not
act.

There are nearly 48,000 students attending
a university or college in my district who have
a Stafford subsidized student loan. Those
loans total over $212 million. Doubling the in-
terest rate will add an unnecessary burden on
those students as they graduate and enter the
workforce. For each year that Congress does
not act to keep rates at 3.4 percent, students
add an additional $1000 in debt over the life
of their loans. It may prevent them from start-
ing a family, buying a home, or getting a new
car. We must do everything we can to help as
they get started.

The cost of the student loan bill is $6 billion.
Unfortunately, Republicans have chosen to
pay for it by repealing the Prevention and
Public Health Fund included in the Affordable
Care Act that invests in innovative programs,
practices and treatments to prevent cancer,
heart disease, diabetes, and programs particu-
larly important to women’s health. We should
not have to choose how we are going to in-
vest in our country’s future; how do you de-
cide to cut investments in the education for
the workforce of tomorrow versus the health of
that very same workforce?

| support the Democratic alternative nego-
tiated between the White House and Congres-
sional Democrats that pays for the student
loan interest rate by closing a corporate tax
loophole. | hope that the House leadership will
allow a vote on this commonsense alternative
so students and their families aren’t left paying
for higher interest rates to go to school. Re-
publicans know that their proposal cannot be
supported by Democrats. They don’t seem to
know that by not finding a compromise, they
are playing politics with students, families, and
the future of our country.

REVEREND PATRICK J. GENELLO

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 8, 2012

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with a heavy heart as people in my hometown
of Hazleton, Pennsylvania, mourn the loss of
a beloved spiritual leader, the Rev. Patrick J.
Genello.

Father Pat, as he was known to the parish-
ioners of Holy Rosary Parish, passed away
unexpectedly, leaving a hole in the hearts of
those who worshipped inside his church for
the past 17 years.

A son of the late Joseph and Arline Piazza
Genello, Father Pat was born in Scranton on
May 15, 1957. He received his early education
at William Prescott School and graduated from
Scranton Central High School. In 1975, Father
Pat attended St. Pius X Seminary, and grad-
uated from the University of Scranton in 1979
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in theology and
philosophy. He completed his studies for the
priesthood at St. John’s Seminary in Brighton,
Massachusetts, where he received a Master of
Divinity degree in May 1983. He served his
diaconate ministry at St. John the Evangelist
Parish, Honesdale, from May 14, 1983, until
his ordination. His Eminence, the late John
Cardinal O’Connor, D.D. and Ph.D., who at
the time was bishop of Scranton, ordained Fa-
ther Pat into the priesthood on November 5,
1983, in St. Peter's Cathedral, Scranton.

After his ordination, Father Pat received a
degree in counseling from Marywood Univer-
sity.

Father Pat first served as assistant pastor of
Most Precious Blood Parish, Hazleton; then at
St. Lucy’s Parish, Scranton. He was appointed
director of religious formation at Bishop Han-
nan High School, Scranton, on September 5,
1989. Father Pat was appointed pastor of Holy
Rosary Parish in Hazleton on June 30, 1995,
and that is where he remained until his death.

In addition to his parochial duties, Father
Pat was a dedicated student of Holy Scripture.
He accompanied the late Rev. Robert J.
Barone, S.T.D., and served as the
videographer on many trips to the Holy Land
and Middle East. He and Father Barone, with
the help of the Diocese of Scranton’s Catholic
Television, produced the very popular “The
World of Saint Paul” television series.

Father Pat played a substantial role in the
Greater Hazleton community. He hosted din-
ners for the United Way at Thanksgiving and
at Christmas in the parish hall. He served as
chaplain for the Hazleton Fire Department. He
was the driving force in establishing a Sep-
tember 11, 2001, memorial on the parish
grounds, and he conducted an annual service
marking the event.

As an avid New York Yankees fan, Father
Pat would often conduct a post-game analysis
of the game with his parishioners and friends.
An accomplished musician specializing in the
guitar, he loved music of all kinds.

Father Pat remained close with members of
his family, especially his niece, Maria, and
nephew, Michael.

Mr. SPEAKER, today, the Rev. Patrick J.
Genello’s entire family—both his biological
family and his spiritual family—is shocked by
his sudden passing. The Greater Hazleton
area will miss his pastoral leadership, his reli-
gious knowledge, and his community spirit.

HONORING RANDY SATER FOR HIS
EXCEPTIONAL POLICE CAREER

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 8, 2012

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
rise today to congratulate Deputy Police Chief
for the Village of Bloomingdale, Randy Sater,
on his exceptional career.

Randy began his career of service and com-
mitment to the Village of Bloomingdale in
1982. During his time of service, Randy has
led in many different capacities. He served
early on as a Detective and was later pro-
moted to Sergeant. After nearly four years as
Sergeant, Randy was assigned as Watch
Commander. Most recently, he was promoted
to Deputy Chief of Operations. Through his
commitment to a wide array of leadership
posts, Randy has demonstrated great integrity.

From his start in the police force, Randy has
been an active member of the community and
has taken important leadership roles. Since
1994, Randy has served as Neighborhood
Watch Coordinator. He has also worked with
the youth in the community through the Char-
acter Counts Coalition. Since its inception in
1998, Randy has served on the Board of Di-
rectors of the Coalition and as Chair of the
Coalition for a number of those years. The
Character Counts Coalition works to uphold
six pillars of character: trustworthiness, re-
spect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and citi-
zenship. Without a doubt, Randy has carried
out these six pillars of character in his own
life. Valuing the safety and well-being of those
in his community, he has also taken leader-
ship as a B.A.S.S.E.T. (Beverage Alcohol Sell-
ers and Servers Training) instructor since
2005. It is evident that Randy’s involvements
and reach has positively impacted the lives of
many.

Mr. Speaker and Distinguished Colleagues,
please join me in recognizing Deputy Chief
Randy Sater on his successful career.

—————

IN HONOR OF PRESIDENT MA
YING-JEOU

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 8, 2012

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
congratulate Taiwanese President Ma Ying-
jeou on his reelection, and on his second in-
auguration, which takes place on May 20,
2012. This is a great achievement for Presi-
dent Ma, and for Taiwan—a country that held
only its fifth direct Presidential election since it
began doing so in 1996.

| take pride in the fact that Taiwan, an ally
of the United States, is serving as a beacon
for democracy in Southeast Asia. Through his
term, President Ma has maintained strong ties
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with countries in the region, including a con-
structive relationship with China, and has con-
tinued the democratic traditions which have al-
lowed Taiwan to prosper. | call on my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating President
Ma, and wishing him the best of luck as he
undertakes four more years as the leader of
Taiwan.

TRIBUTE TO JAMES GIBSON

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 8, 2012

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a good friend, who is being hon-
ored on May 12, 2012 by his church Rock Hill
Baptist Church for his lifetime of service to the
community. Mr. James Gibson, a youthful 89-
year-old, is a stalwart of the community in
Saluda, South Carolina, and is very deserving
of this recognition.

James Gibson was the third of six children
born to Eddie and Mae Bell Dozier Gibson. He
attended the historic Cane Brake school,
which was one of the first Rosenwald schools
in South Carolina.

Upon graduation, Mr. Gibson joined the U.S.
Marine Corps and served in World War II.
When he left the military, he continued to
serve his country by joining the Civil Service.
After 30 years, he retired from Fort Jackson in
Columbia, South Carolina. In retirement, he
has enjoyed watching the Bible Channel and
reading his Bible. He gardens and enjoys
walks as well.

Mr. Gibson is a dedicated member of the
community. He was a Shriner for more than
40 years, and a member of the C.C. Johnson
Consistory for over four decades. He is Past
Worshipful Master (PWM) of Peerless Lodge
#214 and PWP of Peerless Chapter #335
OES. Mr. Gibson is a 33rd degree Mason and
a member of the United Supreme Council.

He is also extremely dedicated to Rock Hill
Baptist Church. He has served as Adult Sun-
day School Teacher, Chairman of Trustees,
and was Chairman of the Deacon Board for
25 years.

He married Annie Barnes Gibson in 1947.
The couple have three children and two
granddaughters.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me in con-
gratulating James Gibson on this great honor.
He has served his country and Saluda County
with distinction. It is fitting that his contribu-
tions are being recognized by his fellow citi-
zens for all that he has done to give back to
the community.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE UNIQUE RATIFICA-
TION OF THE 27"TH AMENDMENT
TO THE UNITED STATES CON-
STITUTION

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 8, 2012
Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to call

attention to an important milestone in Amer-
ican constitutional history. This month, May
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2012, marks the 20th anniversary of the un-
usual ratification of the 27th Amendment to
the Constitution of the United States, which
provides quite simply that any change in the
level of compensation which Members of Con-
gress receive from the United States Treasury
must take effect until an election of Represent-
atives shall have intervened.

This particular constitutional amendment
(sometimes referred to as the “Madison
Amendment”) underwent the most unorthodox
path to ratification of any amendment ever
successfully incorporated into the Federal
Constitution thus far in our Nation’s history.
This amendment was originally proposed by
Congress on September 25, 1798 but, despite
the obvious wisdom of the amendment’s pur-
pose, it was not fully approved by enough
State legislatures until 202 years later. When
lawmakers in more than the required 38 states
provided their approvals in May 1992, the 27th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was fi-
nally ratified.

Altering the United States Constitution was
never meant to be an easy task. The Found-
ing Fathers wisely composed Article V of the
Constitution—which sets forth the process for
amending it—in such a manner as to make
changes in the document difficult to accom-
plish without a clear consensus. However, so
strong was the common-sense appeal of what
we know today as the 27th Amendment that
State legislators of diverse political philosophy
were able to agree in a bipartisan fashion that
such a provision correctly belonged in the U.S.
Constitution. As a former member of the
Texas House of Representatives back in the
late 1980s, | was privileged to have played a
direct role myself in the 27th Amendment’s id-
josyncratic route to ratification. On May 25,
1989, | proudly cast a final “aye” vote on
House Joint Resolution No. 6 by which the
71st Texas Legislature endorsed this sound
and prudent one-sentence addition to Amer-
ica’s highest legal document.

Now, two decades after its ratification was
duly achieved, it is appropriate to reflect upon
the lesson which the 27th Amendment has
taught America, not only about the constitu-
tional amendment process itself, but also
about citizen action in influencing the law-mak-
ing process. To that end, | respectfully request
that a June 1, 1992 article from People maga-
zine be included in the record at the conclu-
sion of my remarks. The focus of this article
is a gentleman named Gregory Watson, whom
| had the pleasure to know during my tenure
at the State Capitol in Austin while he was
employed by a few of my colleagues in the
Texas Legislature.

Mr. Speaker, we in the Congress debate
every now and then about various proposed
additions that some of us advocate to the Fed-
eral Constitution. The extraordinary ratification
of its 27th Amendment furnishes to us ample
evidence that, while perhaps rather time-con-
suming, it remains worthy of our attention, and
merits utilization of our resources, to continue
discussion about needed refinements to our
Nation’s great charter.

[From People magazine, June 1, 1992]
THE MAN WHO WOULD NOT QUIT
A TENACIOUS TEXAN WINS HIS 10-YEAR FIGHT
FOR A NEW CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

No law, varying the compensation for the
services of the Senators and Representatives,
shall take effect, until an election of Rep-
resentatives shall have intervened.

May 8, 2012

It only took 202 years, but last week
United States Archivist Don Wilson offi-
cially certified that the U.S. Constitution
has a new amendment. Given the current
hostility to Congress, the new measure cap-
tured the mood of a fed-up electorate. It pre-
vents Congress from giving itself pay raises
retroactively or in mid-term, which it has
done from time to time. Despite the new
amendment’s popularity, it would probably
never have become law if 30-year-old Gregory
Watson, an obscure administrative assistant
to a Texas state legislator, had been a less
persistent man. Ten years ago, while a stu-
dent at the University of Texas-Austin, he
began a one-man campaign to enact the
Twenty-seventh Amendment. His reason? He
got a C on a term paper.

The paper, for a government class, argued
that the amendment could—and should—Dbe
passed. At the time, the proposal, originally
drafted by James Madison in 1789, had been
ratified by only eight states, six of them dur-
ing the 18th century. Watson says his pro-
fessor felt the amendment was a legal dead
letter, even though it had no time limit, and
gave him the low mark. “I was very dis-
gusted,” he says ‘“‘but undaunted.”

He ran his campaign the old-fashioned
way—by mail, writing to legislators in states
that had yet to pass the amendment. He
spent $6,000—all of it his own money. He re-
fused all outside help. ‘I wanted to do it by
myself,” he says. ‘I wanted to prove that
one person could do it alone.”

Prove it, he did. On May 7, Michigan be-
came the 38th—and deciding—state to OK
the amendment, which had to be ratified by
three-quarters of the states in order to take
effect. Later that same day New Jersey
voted its approval, and on May 12, Illinois
joined in. Watson, who is single, was jubi-
lant. “‘I wanted to show the American people
what can be done if they just put forth a lit-
tle elbow grease,” he says. ‘““You can wield a
great deal of power, and one person can still
make a difference in this country.”

————

IN HONOR OF MARTIN AND WENDY
MAYER

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 8, 2012

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, to watch Parents
of the Year, Martin and Wendy Mayer is to
suggest a concept described by a valet of Brit-
ain’s royal family. “Working for aristocracy,”
he said, “is like being a swan. On the surface,
you must look like you're gliding effortlessly,
but underneath, you’re paddling like crazy.”
The Mayers’ chesed for our Mamleches
Cohanim looks easy, but their earnest sharing
and resolving the tzoros of others is deliberate
and thorough. The catering company provides
the perfect venue for their unassuming com-
munal service as they take care of many food
needs for organizations and individuals behind
the scenes, always seeing the world through
the eyes of others. Professionally, the sensi-
tivity and attentiveness at Menagerie Caterers
has earned its reputation as the premier ca-
terer in the greater metro area, from the small-
est simchas to large, gala affairs.

Midos like this come from hard work. Martin
absorbed the essence of his East Side neigh-
borhood—no shtick, no embellishments, just
pure erhlickeit and yashrus. He’s the capable
friend and reliable confidant that everyone
needs. As part of East Side’s Hatzolah, Martin
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