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economic justice. While an assassin may have 
felled the Dreamer; the dream of Dr. King still 
lives in the hearts and minds of people of 
goodwill everywhere in the world. 

In these tough economic times, it is impor-
tant to remember the message Dr. King es-
poused—non-violence, determination, peace, 
and justice. These values have seen us 
through the tumultuous uproar of the 1960s 
and continue to persevere today. 

Dr. King’s words not only inspired social 
movements in the United States, but were a 
heavy influence in Poland, the nations of east-
ern and central Europe, and more recently in 
Egypt and Tunisia. 

Dr. King, Jr., recognized that the struggle for 
civil rights and workers’ rights were inex-
tricably linked. Both required that the basic 
rights of all people are equal and ought to be 
honored equally, whether by an employer or 
by the United States government. It is by the 
light of his example that we should confront 
the hardships that face this generation of 
American citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in celebrating the gift of hope that Dr. King 
gave to so many and to remember the dream 
that he so eloquently articulated. We remem-
ber Dr. King’s sacrifice and resolve to keep his 
dream alive through tolerance, altruism and 
community service. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION 
CONTINUING AVIATION AND SUR-
FACE TRANSPORTATION PRO-
GRAMS 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased that the House of Representatives 
this week passed legislation to continue vital 
aviation and surface transportation programs 
while Congress completes a comprehensive, 
long-term reauthorization of the Federal Avia-
tion Act. Importantly, the temporary extension 
contains no negative policy provisions, reduc-
tions in funding, or political grandstanding. 
Rather, it is a clean extension until mid-Feb-
ruary. 

Aviation and surface transportation pro-
grams represent critical elements of our econ-
omy. The current extension avoids another 
Republican-led shut down, as occurred last 
summer—a shutdown that jeopardized the 
jobs of tens of thousands of workers and re-
sulted in hundreds of millions of dollars in lost 
revenue. I also am very pleased that the 
House of Representatives appointed con-
ferees so that Congress can complete the 
long-term reauthorization of the important pro-
grams related to the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration. Our nation enjoys one of the best and 
strongest aviation systems in the world; Con-
gress must do our part to update and 
strengthen our aviation laws in a permanent 
way to provide economic and workforce secu-
rity and safety related to air transportation. A 
full reauthorization will improve the safety, effi-
ciency and competitiveness of our aviation 
system. 

MATTOON HIGH SCHOOL BAND 
STUDENTS SELECTED FOR ALL- 
STATE 

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Sarah Bradbury, Brittney 
Evans, and Megan Schuler for their accom-
plishments in the Mattoon High School band. 
They have been selected to the All-State Con-
cert Band and the All-State Orchestra. 
Bradbury, on French horn, will play with the 
All-State Concert Band while Evans, oboe, 
and Schuler, trombone, will play with the All- 
State orchestra. The three will represent the 
Mattoon High School Pride of the Green Wave 
Band Program at the Illinois Music Educators 
Association All-State Conference in Peoria. 
Rehearsals and performances will take place 
from Wednesday to Saturday. 

This is the highest honor for a junior or sen-
ior musician to accomplish; each participant 
went through a tough audition back in Octo-
ber. ‘‘Of the tens of thousands of musicians 
throughout the state, 300 winds and percus-
sionists are selected from nine districts to par-
ticipate in the two All-State Concert Bands and 
Orchestras.’’ 

The Mattoon High School Pride of the 
Green Wave band is directed by Todd Black 
and James Stanford. I would like to further 
congratulate these directors on a job well 
done; everyone’s family, community, and 
school are extremely proud of the accomplish-
ments of Sarah, Brittney, and Megan. 

f 

WORLD WAR II MEMORIAL 
PRAYER ACT OF 2011 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 24, 2012 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, today the 
House considered the World War II Memorial 
Prayer Act, which I cosponsored and was 
pleased to vote in favor of. The bill directs the 
U.S. Department of the Interior to include 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s prayer with 
the nation on D–Day at the World War II Me-
morial in Washington, DC. 

It is not possible to overstate the importance 
of D–Day in World War II, or the enormity of 
the battle the 160,000 Allied troops faced. The 
victory there allowed 100,000 soldiers to start 
to march across Europe to defeat Hitler and 
the Nazi forces. The battle came with an enor-
mous cost; 9,000 soldiers were killed or 
wounded, including thousands of American 
troops there to help liberate Europe and win 
the war. 

At home, as the battle was being waged on 
the beaches of Normandy, President Roo-
sevelt led the nation in a prayer over the 
radio. The moving prayer concluded with 
these words: 

With Thy blessing, we shall prevail over 
the unholy forces of our enemy. Help us to 
conquer the apostles of greed and racial arro-
gances. Lead us to the saving of our country, 
and with our sister nations into a world 

unity that will spell a sure peace—a peace 
invulnerable to the schemings of unworthy 
men. And a peace that will let all of men live 
in freedom, reaping the just rewards of their 
honest toil. Thy will be done, Almighty God. 
Amen. 

As the author of the original legislation to 
create the World War II Memorial, I think it is 
fitting to include President Roosevelt’s prayer 
at the Memorial grounds. The prayer is not 
only important historically, but it allows us to 
honor those for whom the country was pray-
ing, but also those at home who were com-
forted by this prayer. 

It will be 25 years ago next month that an 
important question was posed to me at a fish 
fry in Jerusalem Township, Ohio, by a World 
War II veteran, Roger Durbin. Mr. Durbin was 
a veteran of World War II and he wanted to 
know why there was no memorial for the war 
in our nation’s capital. We set to work to-
gether, and 17 years later the nation dedi-
cated the World War II Memorial on the Na-
tional Mall in Washington, DC. Unfortunately, 
Roger passed away before the dedication. But 
I am sure he would be pleased with the pas-
sage of this bill here today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL SCHOOL 
CHOICE WEEK 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize January 22–28, 2012, as National 
School Choice Week. Our children are the fu-
ture of this great Nation, and they should be 
able to attend the highest-quality schools pos-
sible. Improving the quality of education and 
expanding access to highly effective schools is 
an important step toward ensuring that all of 
our children receive the best possible edu-
cation in America. 

This week, more than 400 events will be 
held in all 50 states to advance and support 
school choice. Tens of thousands of Ameri-
cans will be taking part in these events includ-
ing parents, teachers, and guardians respon-
sible for taking care of our Nation’s children. 
America is blessed to have a multitude of 
high-quality public schools, public charter 
schools, and nonpublic schools, as well as 
many high-quality teaching professionals who 
are committed to educating our children. 

This past year, my home State of Indiana 
enacted meaningful and comprehensive edu-
cation reform that provides parents with the 
freedom to make sure their child gets the best 
education possible. And last year I was proud 
to support Speaker BOEHNER’s Scholarships 
for Opportunity and Results Act (H.R. 471) 
when it passed the House of Representatives. 
The SOAR Act allows for education scholar-
ships to be provided to children in the District 
of Columbia so that they can receive a high 
quality education regardless of their race or in-
come status in society. Research dem-
onstrates conclusively and consistently that 
providing children with multiple schooling op-
tions improves academic performance and pa-
rental satisfaction. 

And so I rise today in strong support of Na-
tional School Choice Week because I support 
empowering parents with school choice. Every 
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child must have the opportunity to pursue the 
American dream, and I firmly believe parents 
are in the best position to determine which 
schools their children should attend. As a par-
ent myself, I am proud to celebrate National 
School Choice Week, and I look forward to 
continuing to advocate for local control of edu-
cation and for further opportunities to provide 
parents with the ability to give their children 
the best education possible. 

f 

EXAMINING ONGOING HUMAN 
RIGHTS ABUSES IN VIETNAM 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday I chaired a hearing to examine the 
ongoing human rights situation in Vietnam. 

The Vietnamese Government continues to 
be an egregious violator of a broad array of 
human rights. Our distinguished witnesses 
who testified before me yesterday provided 
detailed accounts; I would like to highlight just 
a few areas of grave concern. 

Despite the State Department’s decision in 
2006 to remove Vietnam from the list of Coun-
tries of Particular Concern as designated pur-
suant to the International Religious Freedom 
Act, Vietnam, in fact, continues to be among 
the worst violators of religious freedom in the 
world. According to the United States Com-
mission for International Religious Freedom’s 
2011 Annual Report, ‘‘[t]he government of 
Vietnam continues to control religious commu-
nities, severely restrict and penalize inde-
pendent religious practice, and brutally repress 
individuals and groups viewed as challenging 
its authority.’’ I agree with USCIRF’s conclu-
sion that Vietnam should be designated a 
CPC country. 

The State Department’s designation of Viet-
nam as a Tier 2 Watch List country with re-
spect to the minimum standards for the elimi-
nation of human trafficking also needs to be 
critically examined. The Department’s 2011 
Trafficking in Persons Report states not only 
that Vietnamese women and children are 
being sexually exploited, but that there are se-
vere labor abuses occurring as well—with the 
government’s complicity. The Report acknowl-
edges that state-affiliated and state-licensed 
labor export companies engage in numerous 
trafficking-related violations, including fraud 
and the charging of illegal commissions for 
overseas employment. There also are docu-
mented cases of recruitment companies ignor-
ing pleas for help from workers in exploitative 
situations. 

As the sponsor of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act, I am deeply disturbed that the 
Tier Rankings are not being better utilized by 
our State Department to pressure Vietnam to 
correct the trafficking abuses occurring within 
its government, not to mention those in the 
private sector. 

We were particularly privileged to have Ms. 
Phong-Anh Vũ with us to testify about the hor-
rific suffering she endured when she was traf-
ficked from Vietnam to Jordan. It is also trou-
bling to hear about the abuse that she and 
others have continued to endure at the hands 
of the Vietnamese Government even after 
their escape from their traffickers. I greatly ad-

mire her courage and the Subcommittee is 
most appreciative the testimony she presented 
yesterday. 

I met other courageous individuals during 
my last trip to Vietnam who were struggling for 
fundamental human rights in their country. Un-
fortunately, many of them continue to be per-
secuted by the government. Father Ly is in 
prison and is suffering from very poor health, 
and Attorney Nguyen Van Dai remains under 
house arrest. 

Despite this dismal status for human rights 
in Vietnam, there are new opportunities for the 
United States to exert pressure on the govern-
ment to cease these abuses. 

H.R. 1410, the Vietnam Human Rights Act 
which I introduced last year—and which 
passed the House previously in 2007—would 
provide significant motivation to the govern-
ment of Vietnam to respect its international 
human rights obligations. It would prohibit any 
annual increase in the amount of non-humani-
tarian assistance that the United States pro-
vides to Vietnam unless there is an equal or 
greater increase in the amount of assistance 
for human rights and democracy promotion 
programming in Vietnam. 

An increase in non-humanitarian assistance 
would also be prohibited unless Vietnam satis-
fies certain requirements, including substantial 
progress toward respect for the freedom of re-
ligion and freedom of expression and assem-
bly, respect for ethnic and minority rights, and 
allowing Vietnamese nationals free and open 
access to United States refugee programs. 
The government would also have to end its 
complicity in severe forms of human traf-
ficking. 

In addition, this legislation would reaffirm the 
United States’ commitments: to overcoming 
the jamming of Radio Free Asia by the Viet-
namese Government; to engaging in cultural 
exchanges in a manner that promotes free-
dom and democracy in Vietnam; and to offer 
refugee resettlement to Vietnamese nationals 
who have been deemed ineligible solely due 
to administrative errors or for other reasons 
beyond their control. 

I thank all of our witnesses for appearing 
before the Subcommittee yesterday. 

f 

HONORING THOMAS W. KLENDER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Thomas W. 
Klender. Thomas is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 395, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Thomas has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Thomas has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Thomas has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Thomas W. Klender for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-

ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MS. CARRIE NOVICK 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I take this opportunity to honor 
Ms. Carrie Novick on the occasion of her re-
tirement. Since 1990, Carrie has served as the 
airport manager for Roberts Field, Redmond 
Municipal Airport in Redmond, Oregon. She 
will leave her position next Tuesday after 
nearly 22 years of exemplary public service to 
the citizens of Redmond and central Oregon. 

During her tenure as airport manager, 
Carrie has transformed a sleepy municipal air-
field into a first class regional transportation 
hub. Nearly two years ago, Carrie completed 
an airport terminal expansion project that more 
than doubled the size of the existing airport to 
136,000 square feet, tripled its operations ca-
pacity to 45 flights per day, and allowed for 
more than 200,000 passengers per year to 
pass through its gates. For nearly ten years, 
Carrie worked passionately to make this fan-
tastic project a reality. 

Carrie’s tenacity and good stewardship of 
public resources modernized the facility, in-
creased flight availability, and improved pas-
senger safety and services. Carrie fulfilled her 
vision to transform the Redmond Airport into a 
regional economic engine powering tourism, 
trade, and industry, all while improving the 
quality of life for area residents. 

Carrie has always been eager to share her 
vision and passion for her work. She always 
made an effort to meet me whenever I was 
flying to or departing from the airport to brief 
me on the latest airport developments, offer 
her counsel on aviation policy, or just share a 
cup of coffee with me at the gate. I will miss 
her candor, quick wit, and indomitable spirit. 
I’m proud to call her my good friend. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in commending Ms. Carrie Novick for her out-
standing contributions to the city of Redmond 
and the communities of central Oregon, and to 
wish her well upon her retirement. Carrie has 
given her time and efforts selflessly to the re-
gion and her service is worthy of the highest 
praise. Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

HONORING GUNNERY SERGEANT 
WILLIAM ‘‘DENNY’’ WEISGERBER 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 25, 2012 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the courage and unwavering dedication 
of Staff Sergeant William ‘‘Denny’’ Weisgerber, 
United States Marine Corps (retired). 
Weisgerber is a true hero and symbol of pride 
for the Bay Area. 

Denny Weisgerber served on active duty in 
the United States Marine Corps from February 
1949 to May 1953. Serving as the assistant 
platoon Sergeant, Weisgerber saw combat ac-
tion in Korea on Bunker Hill, Reno, Vegas, Se-
attle and Warsaw Outposts, in front of the 
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