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ISRAEL’S INDEPENDENCE DAY 2012

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 27, 2012

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, Israel is cele-
brating the 64th Anniversary of its declaration
of Independence, issued one day before the
expiration of the British Mandate. For 64
years, Israel has grown from an agricultural
nation of pioneers to an ultra-modern high
tech powerhouse.

Israel has repeatedly absorbed hundreds of
thousands of immigrants, found employment
for them and used their skills and ingenuity to
build a remarkable country. Since its founding,
Israel’'s population has grown tenfold, thanks
in part to the arrival of Jewish populations
fleeing discrimination in Europe, Arab coun-
tries, Africa and the Soviet Union. As a nation
of immigrants, Israel draws its strength from
the diversity of its people, much as the United
States does.

Against all odds, Israel has grown into an
economic powerhouse. It was welcomed in
2010 as a member of the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD), marking it as one of the world’s most
highly developed economies. Israel has shown
that a small country with few natural resources
can succeed by investing in its people and
supporting its emerging companies. Israel has
more high tech start-ups than any other coun-
try in the world other than the United States,
and it attracts more venture capital per capita
than any other nation.

Israel has succeeded by transforming its
challenges into assets. Adversity has made it
innovative. Lacking potable water, it is at the
forefront of desalination efforts. Lacking arable
land, it developed innovative ways to grow
produce in a desert. Lacking energy, it has pi-
oneered advances in solar and wind energy.
Lacking security, it has built one of the world’s
best militaries and produces some of the most
effective security products. Lacking space,
Israel has invested in developing information
technology which requires intellectual capital
but little land. Some say that Israel’s culture is
ideal for innovation, with its lack of hierarchy,
comfort with risk-taking and drive for individ-
ualism.

Despite Israel’'s great advances, Israel con-
tinues to face a hostile neighborhood and is
surrounded by hostile nations that deny its
right to exist. In my view, the bond between
the United States and Israel is unbreakable.
As the only true democracy in the Middle
East, Israel faces the challenges of a plural-
istic society. Israel shares our devotion to a
free press, freedom of association and adher-
ence to the rule of law.

Although Israel’s economy is currently thriv-
ing, it has spent its entire existence in a state
of war. In light of the challenges that confront
it, Israel has the absolute right and sole dis-
cretion to take whatever steps may be nec-
essary to defend itself and its citizens.

Today on Yom Ha’atzmaut we rejoice in
Israel’'s successes and renew our commitment
to support the right of Israel’s citizens to live
in safety and security.
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TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT
COLONEL THOMAS H. MAYFIELD

HON. JON RUNYAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 27, 2012

Mr. RUNYAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise this
evening to pay tribute to one of my constitu-
ents, Lieutenant Colonel Thomas H. Mayfield
of Willingboro, New Jersey for his courageous
and dedicated service to our Nation. Lieuten-
ant Colonel Mayfield entered the U.S. Army
Air Corps in 1941 and was one of the first
members of the 332d Fighter Group, more
commonly known as the Tuskegee Airmen, an
African-American aviation unit which provided
critical support for the Allied campaign during
World War II.

Tuskegee Airmen like Lieutenant Colonel
Mayfield were called upon to serve their coun-
try at a time when the armed forces were seg-
regated, yet they persevered in the face of
discrimination and proved themselves to be
valiant and indispensable warriors. Their ex-
ample paved the way for future generations of
African Americans to serve honorably in the
military.

For his outstanding service to the United
States as one of the original Tuskegee Air-
men, Lieutenant Colonel Mayfield was award-
ed the Congressional Gold Medal—the highest
civilian honor Congress can bestow. This his-
toric unit's unparalleled record also led to a
Presidential Unit Citation.

Lieutenant Colonel Thomas H. Mayfield re-
tired from the United States Air Force in 1970
with over 29 years of distinguished service.
Throughout his military career he received nu-
merous accolades, decorations and awards for
outstanding service, most notably, the Silver
Pilot Wings and promotion to Second Lieuten-
ant in the U.S. Army Air Corps after com-
pleting flight training school in Tuskegee, Ala-
bama.

| thank Lieutenant Colonel Mayfield for his
patriotism, and his continued service to his
community and his country. | urge my col-
leagues to join me in recognition of this trail-
blazing American aviator.

———

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
REGINALD E. GILLIAM, JR.

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 27, 2012

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart that | rise today to recognize and
celebrate the life of Reginald E. Gilliam, Jr.
After a brave battle against lymphoma, Reg—
as he was known—passed away on March 28,
2012 at the age of sixty-seven. Reg had an
extraordinary career, honorably serving his
country, mentoring students, and paving an in-
clusive path in politics and in life for all Ameri-
cans.

Reg served our country proudly and with
distinction. As Legislative Counsel to Senator
John Glenn, Reg developed legislation on
education, economic development and urban
safety and fire prevention, all of which were
enacted into law. Reg also served in the sub-
cabinet of New York Governor Mario Cuomo
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as his chief official in charge of surface trans-
portation, and then as Chief of Staff to Con-
gressman Louis Stokes. The breadth of his
knowledge and the depth of his dedication to
the people he served were always apparent,
and his efforts led to his enriching the lives of
countless people.

As Vice Chairman and Commissioner of the
U.S. Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC)
under President Jimmy Carter, Reg promoted
the inclusion of minorities throughout the
transportation industry. No one was more
proud of his appointment to this important po-
sition than his father, one of the original mem-
bers of A. Philip Randolph’s Brotherhood of
Sleeping Car Porters and an employee of the
railroad industry, which was closely regulated
by the ICC. Reg was sworn into office by his
father in an emotional and moving ceremony.

Reg’s influence was not limited to the public
sector. As Senior Managing Director at Hill &
Knowlton Worldwide Public Affairs, he rep-
resented large and small companies alike on
legislative and regulatory policy. For the past
ten years, he was Senior Vice President of
Government Affairs at Sodexo, Inc., playing a
vital role in shaping the company into the sig-
nificant enterprise that it is today.

Perhaps most notable was Reg’s commit-
ment to education. He was one of the found-
ers of the Harvard Black Student Association,
became its first Chairman and would eventu-
ally serve on the Board of Trustees for several
colleges and universities. He also taught at
the State University of New York and at Wil-
liams College.

In addition to pursuing his own education,
Reg always made sure to give back. During
his time at Harvard, Reg served as a Voting
Rights Act poll watcher in the South, volun-
teered on neighborhood safety patrols in Har-
lem, and wrote his final legal thesis on the
Newark riots.

Reg was dedicated to utilizing his own suc-
cess to help others and spent countless hours
mentoring and counseling young people. His
service was recognized on numerous occa-
sions, including his receipt of the Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Harvard Black
Law Association and the President’'s Award for
Leadership & Excellence from the Washington
Government Relations Group.

Reg was a significant presence in our com-
munity. It takes an extraordinary person to ap-
proach every situation with the grace and
compassion that Reg did. His good work
made a difference in the lives of many, and he
will always be remembered for his kindness,
dedication and tireless efforts to help others.

On a personal note, | had the privilege of
working with Reg on a number of issues im-
portant to workers and businesses in our com-
munity. He always conducted himself with the
highest degree of integrity and profes-
sionalism. He was careful to present all sides
of an issue and explain what he was seeking
to accomplish. In addition, Reg regularly took
the time to ask how others were doing even
as he was struggling with his own personal
health challenges. | will miss his warm person-
ality, good humor and sense of humanity.

| send my deepest condolences to his wife
Arleen and to his many friends, and | ask my
colleagues to join me in remembering this re-
markable man.
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SALUTING THE WORLD WAR II
VETERANS OF TENNESSEE

HON. JIM COOPER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 27, 2012

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the World War |l veterans who are flying to
Washington, DC., today from Nashville, TN
with Music City Honor Flight. This Honor Flight
is part of a nation-wide effort to bring as many
World War |l veterans as possible to the me-
morial created here in honor of their service
and in memorial of their fallen peers.

Through their selflessness, the brave men
and women who served in World War 1l pro-
tected our country and changed the course of
history. We can never adequately thank them
for their great sacrifice. Whether Soldiers, Air-
men, Sailors, Marines, or Coast Guardsman,
they heroically stood up for their Nation during
a turbulent time of great need. It is my great
privilege to welcome them to the Nation’s
Capital and to honor them here today.

| am proud to present the names of these
distinguished veterans so that they can be
recognized for their brave service and so my
colleagues and | can express our gratitude.

Orville Jerome Aasen, Lyttleton C. Anderson
Jr., Clarence Arand, James L. Bass, James B.
Batey Jr., Douglas Beard, Dempsie G.
Binkley, Winston Bowling, Eugene W. Brock,
Charles J. Brown, Edward L. Buquo, Roger L.
Burgess, Hugh Lafayette Callens, Russell M.
Campbell, Frank A. Cantwell, James W. Car-
roll, Francis A. Centimole, Robert E. Chadwell,
James Robert Clower, Alfred Damon Corley,
James D. Craig, Fred M. Creasy, Rayford H.
Danley, James L. Davis, Gerald Alvin Davis,
Lloyd F. Driver, James W. Duke, Edward Eu-
gene Durham, Lloyd C. Fisher, David Ray
Fussell, Murray O. Fussell, Charles H. Gan-
non, Gerald Allen Gilman, Harry R. Guttridge,
Herald D. Hackett, Thomas Hall Jr., Jones B.
Hamlett, Wesley W. Harmon, Jackson Harris,
Samuel A. Harris, William J. Harvey, Eldon H.
Hatcher Jr., Harley Walter Heilman, Irvan
Hardeman Hendon, Wayne Hill, Vernard E.
Hixson, Leonard Hollender, Edward L. Holton,
Lawrence H. Horn, Edward W. Hudson, Rob-
ert W. Hull, Nathaniel B. Johnson Jr., Robert
C. Jones, Clinton D. Keel, John W. King,
James Fowler Lancaster, Earl Eugene Lerch,
George Lukon, Nelson Lyne, Dock H. Lyons,
Joseph O. Maddux, Harry Eugene Margrave,
Carl M. Martin, Henry C. McCall, Jr., Carl E.
Meeks, Ledlie J. Miller Jr., Charles A. Mitchell,
Dr. John Myers, Robert M. Nabors Jr., James
J. Panipinto, Andrew S. Parker, Baxter Lewis
Perry, David M. Pettus, Carlos F. Plott, W H
Reeves, Samuel Ralph Rehorn, Eugene R.
Rhue, Clarence Richards, Robert McCulloch
Rock, Elmer Julius Sager, David Y. Sharpe,
Milton Shearer, Robert Love Simpson, William
Paul Sitton, Fred L. Stacey, John E. Stephens,
Robert Merrill Stoops, Harry Richard Sturm,
Glenn Swanson, James F. Tacker Jr., Denison
Taylor, W. Glenn Tinsley, Jess Titus, Glenn
Tompkins, Eddie G. Wall, James E.
Waugaman, Robert Conway Wilhite, Ross Wil-
liams, William E. Wingo, Henry C. Winstead,
Talmadge R. Woodall, Charles Richard
Zartman.
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IN RECOGNITION OF FIRE CHIEF
ANDY JONES

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 27, 2012

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a brave and dedicated leader, North
Richland Hills Fire Chief Andy Jones. Chief
Jones has spent more than 38 years serving
the North Richland Hills Fire Department, in-
cluding 24 years at the command level, and
14 years as Fire Chief.

To help fulfill the growing needs of the com-
munity, Chief Jones helped add new fire sta-
tions, equipment, employees, and programs.
By improving the department’s Insurance
Services Office Property Protection Classifica-
tion from a “4” to a “2,” Chief Jones helped
lower insurance premiums.

Under Chief Jones’ leadership, the depart-
ment has received numerous awards and hon-
ors from the Texas Fire Chiefs Association
and the International Association of Fire
Chiefs. In 2008, The North Richland Hills Fire
Department won the prestigious Fire Service
Award for Excellence due to implementation of
the life-saving Cardiac Catheterization Lab
Field Activation Program. The Fire Department
was presented a $2,000 grant for fire edu-
cation and prevention programs. North Rich-
land Hills’ cutting edge efforts to improve heart
attack treatment times were used by the Inter-
national Association of Fire Chiefs as a model
program for other fire departments to follow.

Chief Jones has led by example with exem-
plary conduct and dedication in serving the
public and has been personally recognized on
numerous occasions. In 2006, The Texas Fire
Chief's Association honored him with the title
of “Texas Fire Chief of the Year.” In 2007, he
was designated as a “Chief Fire Officer” from
the Commission on Professional Credentialing.

In addition, Chief Jones has continually
made an effort to say informed and involved in
the community. He is currently serving as the
Texas Municipal League Representative for
the Texas Fire Chiefs Association. He is also
a member of the International Association of
Fire Chiefs and is the past President of both
the Texas Fire Chiefs Association and the
Tarrant County Fire Chief’'s Association.

On May 4, Chief Jones will retire from the
North Richland Hills Fire Department. Not only
has Chief Jones saved lives, he has intro-
duced programs to the North Richland Hills
Fire Department that will continue to save
lives long past his retirement. After 14 years
as Fire Chief, his leadership will be missed. It
is my great privilege to recognize North Rich-
land Hills Fire Chief Andy Jones for the lead-
ership and excellence of his service to the
people of North Richland Hills and the sur-
rounding communities. | am pleased to recog-
nize Fire Chief Andy Jones and am privileged
to represent the city of North Richland Hills in
the U.S. House of Representatives.
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REMARKS BY AMBASSADOR JOHN
BOLTON ON THE ANNIVERSARY
OF THE APRIL 8, 2011 MASSACRE
AT CAMP ASHRAF

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 27, 2012

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | submit
remarks made by Ambassador John Bolton at
a conference on U.S. Obligations and Policy
Options on Iran held at the Mayflower Hotel in
Washington, DC on Friday, April 6, 2012.

Thank you very much. It’s a great pleasure
to be here today with all of you. It’s sad that
we’'re on the first anniversary of the attack
at Camp Ashraf. It’s a brutal reminder of the
danger the people at Ashraf and Camp Lib-
erty live in. And a continuing representation
and a failure of American policy.

But I do think that we are coming to po-
tentially decisive points on a number of
fronts. Number one, on the status of the
MEK listed on the list of foreign terrorist or-
ganizations and on the question of the re-
gime and Tehran’s nuclear weapons program.
Both absolutely critical in how they’re re-
solved.

So I just want to take a few minutes here
today to talk about that and specifically to
talk a little bit about why this designation
of the MEK as a foreign terrorist organiza-
tion has been wrong from the outset, wrong
throughout the duration of its being on the
list and wrong for it to continue.

You know, this is a, as Judge Mukasey and
Professor Dershowitz said, this question of
listing organizations is a statutory question.
It’s not a question of whether you like the
group, you know, we could go out on double
dates with its members? Would they win an
election in their home country? Do they
have customs that are a little bit different
from yours? If those were criteria to be list-
ed on the list of foreign terrorist organiza-
tions, that would be a pretty long list, but
it’s not.

And the list, the criteria that Congress has
given is very, very specific and those criteria
have not been met.

I know this in part from my own personal
knowledge. I think I first heard of the MEK
early during the George W. Bush administra-
tion when we were concerned, among other
things, about the efforts by the regime in
Tehran to acquire a variety of weapons of
mass destruction and specifically and in par-
ticular nuclear weapons.

As we looked at what the regime was
doing, the progress it was making, the steps
it was taking to conceal its effort, I read
from time to time about information that
came from Iranian exiles in the United
States, in Europe disclosing aspects of the
regime’s nuclear weapons program. And that
was the first time that I saw the name MEK.
I didn’t know what it was. That it was per-
haps a profession of ignorance of history, but
that’s the fact.

So I was quite interested in the informa-
tion that was being released over a period of
time. Some of it was information that the
government of the United States already
knew about, but had not disclosed publicly.
Some of it was information we hadn’t
learned about, but learned about later. Some
of it was just information we didn’t know
about.

And I can say with considerable force that
because of the importance of understanding
the progress that the nuclear program is
making, that all sources of information were
potentially important to us and the accuracy
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