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opiate or self-help program. It is the hall-
mark of authentic religion—and it is the
vast, humane contribution of Chuck Colson.

It is a strange feeling to lose a mentor—a
sensation of being old and small and exposed
outside his shade. Chuck’s irrational con-
fidence in my 2l1-year-old self felt a little
like grace itself. The scale of his life—a
broad arc from politics to prison to humani-
tarian achievement—is also the scale of his
absence. But no one was better prepared for
death. No one more confident in the res-
urrection—having experienced it once al-
ready. So my grief at Chuck’s passing comes
tempered—because he was Lazarus, and he
lives.

——

ISRAEL CONTINUES TO SHINE 64
YEARS LATER

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2012

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, 64 years ago,
David Ben Gurion declared the establishment
of Eretz Israel, the State of Israel. Today,
Israel serves as a harbinger of freedom in a
part of the world where this concept is not fully
embraced by leaders of neighboring states.

The horrific tragedy of the Holocaust in-
stilled a sense of survival in the Jewish peo-
ple, which led to the creation of the Jewish
state. In Israel, the USA found a new ally in
promoting democracy, equality and justice.
Israel celebrates the diversity and the con-
tributions of people from all walks of life.

Israeli contributions to science and research
are testaments to the work-ethic and resilience
that define the character of its 7.8 million resi-
dents. The Israeli Defense Forces prepares
each generation with the skills and innovation
that have earned a small city like Tel Aviv the
title of being the “Silicon Valley of the Middle
East.” Israel produces more tech startups per
capita than any nation on Earth. We as Ameri-
cans are especially thankful as many of these
companies are expanding to the U.S. and pro-
viding high-paying jobs here.

Despite facing overwhelming odds and
emboldened adversaries, lIsrael continues to
thrive. America has proudly stood by Israel as
it has evolved from a concept, to a state, and
to becoming a world-leader for peace. | am
honored to represent a Congressional District
that has always maintained strong ties with
Israel and the Jewish community. We need to
continue supporting our brothers and sisters in
Israel and ensuring its existence for the rest of
time.

———

HONORING THE SANDRA DAY
O’CONNOR HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE
BOWL TEAM

HON. FRANCISCO “QUICO” CANSECO

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2012

Mr. CANSECO. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to
rise today to honor and congratulate the San-
dra Day O’Connor High School science bowl
team from Helotes, Texas. Led by their coach
Tony Potter, these fine young men and
women have achieved a spot in the 2012 U.S.
Department of Energy National Science Bowl
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competition on April 26-28, 2012 in Chevy
Chase, Maryland, and at the National Building
Museum in Washington, DC.

Through their perseverance and hard work
the team won their regional elimination tour-
nament to be selected as one of the 69 high
schools to compete at the national finals for
prizes and rewards. | am proud to congratu-
late Zac Cozzi, Yun Liang, Paul Cozzi, Jenny
Qi, and Robert Perce for this outstanding
achievement and wish them the best of luck in
the competition.

————

CONGRATULATIONS TO MSG KEVIN
FOUTZ AND SFC THOMAS PAYNE

HON. RENEE L. ELLMERS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2012

Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize MSG Kevin Foutz and SFC Thomas
Payne of the United States Army on winning
this year’s Best Ranger Competition.

The competition took place at Fort Benning,
Georgia, over three days and included chal-
lenges such as a grenade assault course, a
helicopter jump, and the Darby Queen obsta-
cle course, as well as plenty of running.

This marks the third consecutive year that
soldiers from Fort Bragg, North Carolina, have
won the competition, and the first time that
one of the winners was from a non-combat
arms MOS.

| congratulate MSG Foutz and SFC Payne
on this impressive accomplishment.

May God bless them, their families, and our
great nation.

RECOGNIZING ISRAELI
INDEPENDENCE DAY

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2012

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support and recognition of Israeli Independ-
ence Day and to honor a country that has
made huge strides since its independence in
1948.

In my close-knit Buffalo neighborhood,
where | was born and raised, | learned that
while friends may not agree on everything,
they do always have each other’s back. Israel
is our friend, with good reason, and that is
something | hope our country never forgets.

Last week, we honored Holocaust Remem-
brance Day. We join our lIsraeli friends in
mourning those who lost their lives in this at-
tempted genocide of the Jewish people and
also promise to move forward ensuring that
history will never repeat itself.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate Israel on the
64th anniversary of their independence and
hope for many more years of mutual friend-
ship between our nations.
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UNIFORMED CHAIN OF CUSTODY

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2012

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
today | am introducing legislation to restore re-
spect for the remains of our fallen heroes by
mandating a uniformed chain of custody for
overseas military casualties.

Since the beginning of combat operations in
Afghanistan, there have been several in-
stances of gross misconduct in the treatment
of the remains of our fallen heroes. Body parts
have been lost, the cremated remains of 274
servicemembers were dumped in a landfill,
and in one incident a Marine was dis-
membered in order to fit inside his uniform. In
each of these unfortunate examples, non-uni-
formed personnel were intimately involved in
the callous behavior. To ensure the reverent
care of those who made the ultimate sacrifice
for this country, | am sponsoring a bill that
mandates a uniformed member of the armed
services be accountable for the remains of
overseas casualties from the battlefield until
the remains are accepted by the member’s
next of kin.

Civilian personnel involved in the chain of
custody are not subject to the Uniformed Code
of Military Justice, UCMJ, and the Department
of Justice has not seen fit to prosecute a sin-
gle case of misconduct. A uniformed chain of
custody law would clearly define accountability
for the remains as a military honor and duty,
and any violations of this responsibility will be
punishable under UCMJ.

The men and women who serve as our na-
tion’s Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Marines
have few assurances when they deploy to
combat to defend our nation. One of the few
assurances they do have is that if they make
the ultimate sacrifice and lay down their lives
in the line of duty, then their remains will be
treated with the utmost dignity and respect of
a grateful nation. | believe this is not only a
legal requirement, but also our moral obliga-
tion. My legislation will reassure
servicemembers and their families that our na-
tion honors their service in life and in death.

———

MOTION TO INSTRUCT CONFEREES
ON H.R. 4348, SURFACE TRANS-
PORTATION EXTENSION ACT OF
2012, PART II

SPEECH OF

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2012

Mr. COSTELLO. Madam Speaker, | rise in
support of the Democratic motion to instruct
conferees on the surface transportation reau-
thorization bill (H.R. 4348 and S. 1813).

While the Senate bill is not perfect, it does
provide certainty to State DOTSs, transit agen-
cies, and contractors that will help create and
sustain jobs for out-of-work Americans. Fur-
ther, it creates or saves more than two million
jobs and strengthens our economy. The legis-
lation passed the Senate by a vote of 74 to
22, with strong Democratic and Republican
support.
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Adopting this motion to instruct will allow the
conferees to make technical corrections to im-
prove the legislation enabling Congress to
move quickly to finalize a robust bill, as the
construction season is already underway.

Investing in our roads, bridges, waterways
and rail systems creates good-paying jobs
now while making our transportation system
more efficient for decades into the future. Our
backlog of maintenance needs alone is stag-
gering, and we need to address it or continue
to jeopardize our economic future.

| urge my colleagues to support the motion
to instruct conferees.

———————

THE COMMEMORATION OF THE
70TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BA-
TAAN DEATH MARCH

HON. BRIAN P. BILBRAY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2012

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 70th Anniversary of the Ba-
taan Death March and to recognize one of my
constituents, Dr. Lester Tenney, who took part
in that long and inhumane march. He and
some 76,000 American and Filipino prisoners
of war made the 65 mile march from Mariveles
and Bagac in the Philippines to Camp
O’Donnell and were eventually transported by
Hell Ships to Japan during April of 1942.

Dr. Tenney is a truly remarkable individual
who has dedicated his life to serving his coun-
try and his community. When he was twenty
years old, Lester joined the lllinois National
Guard. His Battalion arrived in the Philippines
on November 20, 1941. He was at Clark Field
in the Philippines on December 8th when Jap-
anese bombers and fighters attacked within
hours of the Pearl Harbor assault.

He was engaged in the first U.S. tank battle
in World War Il when his Battalion, the 192d
Tank Battalion of the lllinois National Guard,
was sent to the Lingayen Gulf on the Northern
Philippine Island of Luzon where the Japanese
forces landed on December 22, 1941. Over-
whelmed by the invading Japanese forces, his
tank company and all other U.S. troops on
Luzon Island retreated into the Bataan Penin-
sula.

Dr. Tenney became a POW of the Japa-
nese when the U.S. forces on the Bataan Pe-
ninsula were surrendered on April 9, 1942.
The already sick and starving troops were
forced to walk 65 miles in sweltering heat with
virtually no food and water in what later be-
came known as the Bataan Death March (the
March). He described his experience on the
March: “Day after day, on that march, |
watched in utter helplessness as hundreds of
my friends—many who had become broth-
ers—were shot, bayoneted, decapitated, and
in some cases buried alive. | listened to their
cries, their last requests, and the unspeakable
sadness that comes to a man when he real-
izes he will never again see his family.”

Dr. Tenney suffered severe abuse while
held in POW camps and was tortured when
he tried to escape. He was transported to
Japan on a “Hell Ship” in September of 1942.
Dr. Tenney worked as a slave in a Mitsui coal
mine in Ohmuta, Japan until the end of the
war in August 1945. He, along with his fellow
POW’s, were often beaten by employees of
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Mitsui and received inadequate food and little
medical care. Even as he was held in one of
the worst POW camps in Japan where 138
POWs died, Dr. Tenney tried to lift the spirits
of his fellow POWSs by organizing and pro-
ducing many variety shows as camp entertain-
ment. Even the Japanese guards came to
watch.

For these shows Dr. Tenney received a
special commendation award for his contribu-
tion to improving morale among his fellow
POWs in addition to the Bronze Star with two
oak-leaf clusters, the Purple Heart with two
oak-leaf clusters, and other medals.

It was not until 1995, when Dr. Tenney pub-
lished his memoir My Hitch in Hell: The Ba-
taan Death March, that he was finally able to
revisit his POW experience. In this book, he
vividly described his horrific experience during
the March, in the POW camps in the Phil-
ippines, and in his three years of slave labor
in the Mitsui coal mine. But he also wrote
about a Japanese exchange student whom he
and his wife hosted in the late 1960s, and
whom he came to love like his own son. They
were so close that when the matured student
married, Dr. and Mrs. Tenney accompanied
them on their honeymoon.

Since his time as a POW in Japan, Dr.
Tenney has worked to advance the cause of
American POW’s from all conflicts. He has
testified repeatedly before Congress on POW
issues. The peace treaty between the U.S.
and Japan took away the rights of the indi-
vidual POWs to sue for their very real dam-
ages. Later the State of California enacted
legislation allowing the POWSs to sue the Japa-
nese companies who enslaved them. Dr.
Tenney was the lead plaintiff in the first such
suit. Unfortunately the U.S. State Department
took a contrary position and supported the de-
fendant companies; and the suit failed at the
Supreme Court.

Then Dr. Tenney turned to the Japanese
government in the person of Ambassador
Fujisaki. After several meetings with Dr.
Tenney, the Ambassador received permission
to attend the last reunion of the American De-
fenders of Bataan and Corregidor, the um-
brella group of the Pacific POWs. Ambassador
Fujisaki apologized to the group on behalf of
the Japanese Government, the first time such
a thing had happened. In 2008 Dr. Tenney
was able to achieve one of his goals of an of-
ficial apology from the Japanese Government
for the horrors of Bataan and World War Il. He
has also made repeated appearances at Japa-
nese schools and universities, appearances in
the Japanese media, and met with Japanese
government officials to promote awareness
and improve relations between the United
States and Japan.

In addition to his many years of efforts to
preserve the history of American POWSs of the
Japanese during WWII and to reach out to the
Japanese people to learn that history together,
Dr. Tenney started a project which he named
“Care Packages from Home” in 2007. He and
friends in his retirement community in Carls-
bad, California, have been sending gift pack-
ages to thousands of U.S. troops in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Having received no package from
home while he was a POW, Dr. Tenney is de-
termined to make sure that today’s troops
never feel like have been forgotten.

As of June of 2011, Dr. Tenney’s Care
Packages from Home has mailed 11,350
packages and are sending 200 more every
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month. Maj. Gary Bourland, 39, a Marine who
was on his fourth deployment said; “It is the
best feeling in the world opening up one of
these packages,” Dr. Tenney believes that
basic necessities such as nail clippers, foot
powder, socks and wet wipes, can “make or
break you out there.” It also signals to our
troops, many of whom are young and away
from home for the first time that they are being
remembered. Maj. Bourland also added, “If
they know the American people are sup-
portive, my troops will walk through fire for
them.”

Dr. Tenney is here in Washington, DC this
week to tell his story and commemorate the
70th Anniversary of the Bataan Death March.
His service to the United States of America is
a model to us all and | am proud to call him
my constituent and my friend.

TRIBUTE TO NICK NICHOLSON
HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2012

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to a man who has
served as a true Kentucky leader, innovator,
and businessman, Nick Nicholson. On April
18th, 2012, Nicholson announced his retire-
ment as CEO of Keeneland. This remarkable
Thoroughbred enthusiast has forever impacted
the Commonwealth of Kentucky, the horse in-
dustry and most indelibly, Lexington’s
Keeneland Race Course. By implementing
new technology, expanding racing enthusiasm,
and bringing sound accounting and business
management practices, Nicholson has contrib-
uted to making Keeneland the top-rated North
American track for the last four years. Over
the past 13 years, Nicholson and Keeneland
have thrived during a time of industry contrac-
tion. I commend Mr. Nicholson on his dedi-
cated service as the Keeneland Association’s
chief executive and as an astute leader in the
Bluegrass.

In his youth, Nicholson developed his inter-
est for horse racing when attending Keeneland
races with his grandfather while growing up in
Central Kentucky. Nicholson’s early career
began in Washington, DC, where he served
as executive assistant to Kentucky Senator
Wendell Ford. He next went on to serve as
the executive vice president of the Kentucky
Thoroughbred Association where he was in-
strumental in the drafting and passage of leg-
islation that permits interstate track wagering.
In 1989, he became the executive vice presi-
dent and director of the Jockey Club, an orga-
nization dedicated to the improvement of Thor-
oughbred breeding and racing. While em-
ployed by this organization, he most notably
introduced the world’s first interactive Thor-
oughbred registration system. In 2000, he
joined the Keeneland family and became
Keeneland’s sixth president.

In his 13 years serving as Keeneland’s
president, Nicholson led the industry by intro-
ducing an all-weather surface that has made
Keeneland the safest major racetrack in North
America. Nicholson has also led Keeneland in
setting numerous attendance and wagering
records for its race meetings, including an all-
time record of 250,163 attendees during its
75th Anniversary meet in October 2011, and
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