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legislation that has attracted over 30 bipartisan
cosponsors, and he has spoken out eloquently
about the legislation’s vital importance.

| would also like to underscore that this ef-
fort is far from just a U.S. initiative. Similar leg-
islation is being considered in nearly a dozen
other legislatures around the world. My hope
is that the United States Congress will be the
first, but not the last, legislature to enact a
Magnitsky human rights law.

Importantly, these legislative efforts have
strong support from the Russian human rights
community, including opposition leaders such
as Garry Kasparov, Boris Nemtsov, and Alexei
Navalny. As Mr. Navalny commented recently,
“Such legislation is not anti-Russian. In fact |
believe it is pro-Russian. It helps defend us
from the criminals who Kill our citizens, steal
our money, and hide it abroad.”

Enactment of the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of
Law Accountability Act will provide the Admin-
istration with the tools it needs to hold ac-
countable human rights violators and provide
an important boost to human rights activists
and defenders. It will also demonstrate that
the protection of human rights is a cornerstone
of U.S. foreign policy. Our country has always
been at its best when we stood firmly on the
side of people seeking to exercise funda-
mental rights and against the actions of gov-
ernments seeking to repress basic freedoms.
This legislation is in keeping with that great
tradition.

FACT SHEET ON SERGEI MAGNITSKY RULE OF LAW

ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2012
THE STORY OF SERGEI MAGNITSKY

After exposing the largest tax fraud in Rus-
sian history, tax lawyer Sergei Magnitsky was
wrongly arrested and tortured in a Russian
prison. Six months later he became seriously
il and was denied medical attention despite
20 formal requests. On the night of November
16, 2009, he went into critical condition, but in-
stead of being treated in a hospital he was put
in an isolation cell, chained to a bed, and
beaten by eight prison guards for one hour
and eighteen minutes, resulting in his death.
Sergei Magnitsky was 37 years old and left
behind a wife and two children. Those respon-
sible for this crime have yet to be punished,
and the Magnitsky story is emblematic of cor-
ruption, human rights abuses, and impunity in
Russia.

THE MAGNITSKY BILL

The Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Account-
ability Act of 2012 would hold accountable
Magnitsky’s killers and other human rights vio-
lators by placing targeted sanctions on them.
In particular, the draft bill imposes a visa ban
and asset freeze on: 1) individuals responsible
for participating in or covering up Magnitsky’s
detention, abuse, and death, and 2) individ-
uals responsible for other gross violations of
human rights against people seeking to ex-
pose illegal activity by Russian officials or to
exercise fundamental rights and freedoms.

The bill requires the Secretary of State, in
consultation with the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, to publish a list of the people who should
be subject to sanctions under its provisions,
and requires the Secretary of State to respond
within 120 days to requests from the chair-
person and ranking member of key congres-
sional committees to add an individual to that
list. The bill provides the executive branch with
the authority to waive the sanctions on na-
tional security grounds, and requires the exec-
utive to submit an annual report to Congress
on actions taken to implement it.
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The bill includes findings on the mistreat-
ment of Magnitsky and other individuals, and
on the extent of corruption and impunity in
Russia.

The bill updates H.R. 1575, a bipartisan bill
introduced by Rep. MCGOVERN in 2011. The
new bill improves on H.R. 1575 by placing
sanctions on a broader range of human rights
violators (rather than only on people involved
in Magnitsky-related abuses), by requiring the
executive to publish the list of sanctioned indi-
viduals, and by giving key members of Con-
gress the ability to request that people be
added to the list. A similar bill, introduced as
S. 1039 by Sen. CARDIN, has attracted over 30
bipartisan cosponsors in the Senate.

PROJECT READY STEM ACT
HON. MARCIA L. FUDGE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Ms. FUDGE. Mr Speaker, | rise today to ad-
dress the need to increase the number of mi-
norities in Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Math, or STEM-related fields. Throughout
the nation, employment in professional sci-
entific and technical services is projected to
grow by 29% by 2020. Currently, African-
Americans and Hispanics occupy only 6% of
the STEM workforce.

This week, | introduced the Project Ready
STEM Act of 2012. This legislation addresses
critical disparities in student achievement in
math and science at the middle and high
school levels.

Without the opportunity to develop skills
necessary to compete for STEM-related jobs,
many students of color may be confined to a
lifetime of lower wages. | urge my colleagues
to support the Project Ready STEM Act.

———————

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 100TH
BIRTHDAY OF MR. PRINCE T.
JONES

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor to extend my personal congratula-
tions and Happy Birthday wishes to Mr. Prince
T. Jones, a beloved citizen of Albany, Geor-
gia, who turned 100 years of age on Sunday,
April 15, 2012. On Saturday, April 14, 2012 he
was honored by his family and friends at a
celebration at Morning Side Assisted Living
Facility in Albany, Georgia in recognition of his
100th birthday.

Prince T. Jones, the youngest of six chil-
dren, was born on April 15, 1912, to Daniel
Jones and Julia Fields Jones. He grew up in
the tiny town of Barboursville, Virginia and at-
tended public school in Orange County, Vir-
ginia.

Following his academic training in the Or-
ange County public school system, Mr. Jones
embarked on a tenured and successful career
as a farmer and later as a butler. He worked
for several years at the prestigious Farmington
Country Club in Charlottesville, Virginia. At the
conclusion of his stint at the Farmington Coun-
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try Club, he went on to work at Winholm
Farms for 25 years before he retired in 1981.

Always pressing towards the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus, in order to better improve the craft of
Christian discipleship, he served for many
years as a Sunday School Teacher; Chairman
of the Trustee and Deacon Board; and Treas-
urer for the Ministers and Deacons Union at
Blue Run Baptist Church in Somerset, Vir-
ginia. It is worth noting that Mr. Jones was a
member of Blue Run Baptist Church for 88
years.

In 1933, he married the “woman of his
dreams” Gertrude Mary Jones. They remained
married for 66 years and they would go on to
have three beautiful and loving children. Mr.
Jones has achieved numerous successes in
his life, but none of this would have been pos-
sible without the love and support of his late
wife and his children’s devoted mother. To-
gether their legacy set sterling examples of
family and parenting for their sons, Dr. T. Mar-
shall Jones and the late Arthur Lee Jones;
daughter Gladys Jones Saddler; their nine
grandchildren; their nine great-grandchildren;
and their great-great-grandson.

George Washington Carver once said, “How
far you go in life depends on your being ten-
der with the young, compassionate with the
aged, sympathetic with the striving and toler-
ant of the weak and strong because someday
in your life you will have been all of these.”
Mr. Jones has advanced so far in life because
he never forgot these lessons and always kept
God first.

The race of life isn’t given to the swift or to
the strong, but to those who endure until the
end. Mr. Jones has run the race of life with
grace and dignity and God has blessed him
over his lifetime.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in paying tribute to Mr. Prince T. Jones.
On a personal note, | would like to not only
congratulate Mr. Jones on becoming a distin-
guished centenarian but also express my pro-
found admiration for his outstanding Christian
stewardship and dedication to his church and
family.

Truly to God be the glory!

IN RECOGNITION OF
NATALIE BERG

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Dr. Natalie Berg who today is receiving the
2011 Silver Spur Award from San Francisco
Planning and Urban Research (SPUR). This
award recognizes a lifetime of civic achieve-
ment of a San Franciscan.

Dr. Berg has had parallel careers in higher
education and land use issues. She is a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees at City College of
San Francisco and she is the President of
NKB Strategies, a consulting company spe-
cializing in strategies for land use.

For twelve years, she was Senior Vice
President of Forest City Development where
she was responsible for obtaining the entitle-
ments for the Westfield San Francisco Centre
and now continues to be a consultant there.
She also served as the president of the Yerba
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Buena Alliance, the vice president of the Mar-
ket Street Association and numerous commu-
nity and neighborhood groups.

Dr. Berg has served City College for over
30 years as a professor, dean and an elected
member of the Board of Trustees. In 1997,
2001 and 2006 she was President of the
board.

She started in 1967 as an instructor in
English, ESL, History and Civics. In 1976 she
became administrative assistant to the Presi-
dent of the Community College Division. The
following year she was appointed administra-
tive assistant to the Vice Chancellor of Per-
sonnel. In 1980, she was named Coordinator
of Personnel Relations and in 1984 became
Director of Employee Relations.

Dr. Berg was originally elected to the San
Francisco Community College District Board of
Trustees in 1996 and re-elected every four
years since then. She chairs the board’s Com-
munity Relations Committee and is a member
of the Policy Implementation Committee. Be-
fore her service on the board, Dr. Berg was
the Dean of the John Adams Campus and the
School of Health and Physical Education.

It is evident from Dr. Berg’s career and
service that she loves San Francisco and is
committed to the highest quality of public pol-
icy and urban planning. Her outstanding lead-
ership has earned her the title of one of “The
Most 100 influential Women in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area” from The San Francisco Busi-
ness Times four times. The same paper chose
her to be on the “Forever Honor Roll” of the
most influential women in the Bay Area.

Dr. Berg received her Ed.D. in Community
College Administration/Curriculum from Nova
University in Fort Lauderdale in Florida, her
MA in Educational Administration/College Fi-
nance from San Francisco State University
and her BA in Economics from UC Berkeley.

She lives in San Francisco with her hus-
band Peter Finnegan. They have three chil-
dren, eleven grandchildren and six great-
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask this body to rise with me
to acknowledge the many contributions of Nat-
alie Berg, a great community leader and my
friend.

———

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION
EXTENSION ACT OF 2012, PART II

SPEECH OF

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 18, 2012

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4348) to provide
an extension of Federal-aid highway, high-
way safety, motor carrier safety, transit,
and other programs funded out of the High-
way Trust Fund pending enactment of a
multiyear law reauthorizing such programs,
and for other purposes:

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Chair, | rise today to ex-
press my opposition to the bill passed by this
chamber last night, H.R. 4348, the Surface
Transportation Extension Act of 2012, Part II.

Each day that Congress fails to act on a
long-term reauthorization of our nation’s sur-
face transportation programs is another day
that our roads and bridges deteriorate. It's an-
other day that our states and counties will be
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unable to plan and budget for projects to im-
prove our communities and facilitate com-
merce. And it's another day that workers in
the hard hit construction industry will have to
wait for a chance to get back on the job.

It would have been a tremendous victory for
the American people if the House had come
together as the Senate did last month. They
passed a two year transportation bill on a
strong, bipartisan vote of 74-22. It isn’t a per-
fect bill, but it is a step forward for strength-
ening our economy and getting people back to
work.

However, the Majority in the House has
blocked every attempt to have a clean, up or
down vote on the Senate’s bipartisan bill. In-
stead, they have chosen to pursue controver-
sial, ideologically driven proposals. In fact, the
bill this chamber passed yesterday has al-
ready drawn a veto threat from the White
House for its inclusion of provisions to unnec-
essarily expedite the Keystone pipeline
project. It would also undermine environmental
protection procedures that allow our constitu-
ents the opportunity to weigh in on projects
that impact their communities and quality of
life.

These are not small policy changes. The
Keystone XL pipeline is a huge project that
could have significant consequences for years
to come. It deserves rigorous and objective
analysis to determine whether it is in fact in
the best interest of our nation’s future to ap-
prove and construct such a project.

Changing our environmental protection pro-
cedures for infrastructure projects requires the
same sort of thoughtful debate and careful
analysis. Infrastructure projects are long-
term—they fundamentally change commu-
nities. We need to make sure that the impacts
of these projects, and the views of local resi-
dents and businesses, are taken into account
before taxpayer funds are committed.

| do support the provisions of H.R. 4348 that
will allow for full utilization of funds in the Har-
bor Maintenance Trust Fund and provide for
additional resources to continue restoring the
Gulf Coast. | believe that these are important
issues for the House and Senate to consider
during their Conference.

However, | am still disappointed that the
House has failed to come together on legisla-
tion that has historically been truly bipartisan.
| hope that Conferees will get to work expedi-
tiously and come up with a product that can
receive bipartisan support in both the Senate
and the House.

We owe it to our states, communities, and
the families that depend on paychecks in the
construction industry to move this forward
quickly.

—————

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF JO-
SEPH CURTIS ON HIS OFFER OF
APPOINTMENT TO ATTEND THE
UNITED STATES NAVAL ACAD-
EMY

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing student from Ohio’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. | am pleased to announce that
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Joseph Curtis of New London, Ohio has been
offered an appointment to the United States
Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland.

Joseph’s offer of appointment poises him to
attend the United States Naval Academy this
fall with the incoming midshipmen Class of
2016. Attending one of our Nation’s military
academies not only offers the opportunity to
serve our country but also guarantees a world-
class education, while placing demands on
those who undertake one of the most chal-
lenging and rewarding experiences of their
lives.

Joseph brings an enormous amount of lead-
ership, service, and dedication to the incoming
Class of 2016. While attending New London
High School in New London, Ohio, Joseph
was a member of the National Honor Society,
Model United Nations, Academic Challenge,
and a Buckeye Boys State delegate.

Throughout high school, Joseph was a
member of his school’'s cross country and
track teams and earned varsity letters in both
sports. In addition, Joseph participated in var-
ious fundraisers for community-based organi-
zations, including the Salvation Army and Red
Cross. | am confident that Joseph will carry
the lessons of his student and athletic leader-
ship to the Naval Academy.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Joseph Curtis on the accept-
ance of his appointment to the United States
Naval Academy. Our service academies offer
the finest military training and education avail-
able. | am positive that Joseph will excel dur-
ing his career at the Naval Academy, and |
ask my colleagues to join me in extending
their best wishes to him as he begins his serv-
ice to the Nation.

CONGRATULATING ALICE EASON
BALLANCE ON THE OCCASION OF
APRIL 20TH BEING DECLARED AS
“ALICE EASON BALLANCE DAY”
IN BERTIE COUNTY, NORTH
CAROLINA

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 19, 2012

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to acknowledge a constituent and friend,
Mrs. Alice Eason Ballance, who has been the
epitome of service to her community. For
more than fifty years, Mrs. Ballance has advo-
cated for better educational opportunities, vot-
ing rights, and racial equality for African Amer-
ican citizens. On April 20, 2012, the Bertie
County, North Carolina Board of Commis-
sioners will officially declare that day “Alice
Eason Ballance Day” for the County. | can
think of no finer individual to bestow such an
honor than this great American.

Mrs. Ballance was born Alice Eason on July
8, 1919 in the small community of Cedar
Landing in Bertie County, North Carolina. She
was the youngest of three children following
behind brother Willie and sister Mary, reared
by parents George and Cynthia Eason. She
grew up on a small farm where she learned
very early the value and necessity of hard
work; a trait she would go on to instill in every-
one with whom she worked over the years.

After graduating from Bertie County’s W.S.
Etheridge High School, Ms. Alice married
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