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TRIBUTE TO RAY AND JUDY OBER 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 19, 2012 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to two good friends of 
mine, Ray and Judy Ober. Ray and Judy 
passed away just 21 days apart from each 
other, a testament to their love for one an-
other. Ray and Judy were a pillar of the com-
munity in Riverside, California and they will be 
deeply missed. 

Judy was born in New York, and grew up in 
the San Fernando Valley, while Ray was born 
in Hollywood and raised in Van Nuys, Cali-
fornia. They lived a blessed life in Riverside 
for 53 years and raised all four of their chil-
dren there. Ray and Judy owned Ober Graph-
ics, Inc. for many years, where Ray was the 
‘‘premier graphic artist of Riverside,’’ while 
Judy went back to school and eventually 
earned her bachelor’s degree from Cal Poly 
Pomona at the age of 49. After graduating, 
she passed the Certified Public Accountant 
(CPA) exam and went to work at Macher and 
Clark, where she worked for over 20 years. 
Their chosen careers, Ray a talented artist 
and Judy a CPA, may have appeared to be in 
stark contrast, but were the perfect recipe for 
a loving, lasting marriage. 

Ray and Judy were long time members of 
Canyon Crest Country Club during the 1970s 
and 1980s where they played tennis and so-
cialized with many great friends. Ray and Judy 
enjoyed spending time at their beach house in 
Newport and trips to Las Vegas. They took 
their children on many family vacations, cele-
brating their love of life. Judy held officer posi-
tions in various clubs including treasurer of the 
Riverside County Republican Party and presi-
dent of the Riverside Soroptomists. Ray’s pas-
sions were genealogy and ‘‘playing the 
ponies.’’ In their more recent years Judy en-
joyed playing golf with her golf girlfriends, 
going on vacations with her high school 
girlfriends, spending time with her sisters and 
friends and playing games with her grand-
children. Ray more recently enjoyed photog-
raphy, visits from his family and friends and 
trips to Pechanga. Judy and Ray were both 
amazing, multi-faceted, rare human beings 
who will be incredibly missed by all who knew 
them. 

I am particularly thankful for the friendship I 
shared with both Ray and Judy. They were 
great supporters and, most importantly, dear 
friends. I will miss their generous spirit, kind 
nature and enduring friendship. 

On April 15, 2012, there was a combined 
service celebrating the lives of Ray and Judy. 
They will always be remembered for their gen-
erosity, contributions to the community and 
love of family. Their dedication to their family 
and community are a testament to lives lived 
well and a legacy that will continue. I extend 
my condolences to Ray and Judy’s family and 
friends; although they may be gone, the light 
and goodness they brought to the world re-
main and will never be forgotten. 

A TRIBUTE TO KATIE STRICKLAND 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 19, 2012 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate Katie Strickland of 
Ames for being awarded the Girl Scout Gold 
Award. 

The Gold Award is the highest award that a 
high school-aged Girl Scout can earn. This is 
an extremely prestigious honor as less than 
six percent of all Girl Scouts will attain the 
Gold Award’s rigorous requirements. 

To earn a Gold Award, a Girl Scout must 
complete a minimum of 80 hours towards a 
community project that is both memorable and 
lasting. For her project, Katie worked with chil-
dren in her community to teach them the value 
of donating their time and the positive effects 
that selfless volunteering has on others. The 
work ethic Katie has shown to earn her Gold 
Award speaks volumes of her commitment to 
serving a cause greater than herself and as-
sisting her community. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young 
woman and her supportive family dem-
onstrates the rewards of hard work, dedication 
and perseverance. I am honored to represent 
Katie and her family in the United States Con-
gress. I know that all of my colleagues in the 
House will join me in congratulating her in ob-
taining the Gold Award, and will wish her con-
tinued success in her future education and ca-
reer. 

f 

CONGRATULATING RICK AND 
KELA ELLIS OF RHINELANDER, 
WISCONSIN, ON BEING NAMED A 
2012 NATIONAL ‘‘MAKE A DIF-
FERENCE DAY’’ AWARD RECIPI-
ENT 

HON. SEAN P. DUFFY 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 19, 2012 

Mr. DUFFY. Mr. Speaker, today, I would like 
to acknowledge the great work of the volun-
teers of Rhinelander, Wisconsin, especially 
those who worked to benefit the Ronald 
McDonald House of Marshfield, Wisconsin. 
They have been selected as a one of the 
2012 ‘‘Make A Difference Day’’ winners and I 
could not be more proud. 

Make a Difference Day celebrates the 
power of neighbors helping neighbors. Cre-
ated by USA Weekend, this annual day of 
service mobilizes more than three million vol-
unteers to create change in their community. 

This group of outstanding volunteers from 
Rhinelander has made a substantial impact on 
their community by collecting aluminum cans 
for the local Ronald McDonald House. Rick 
and Kela Ellis were heartbroken when they 
lost their 2-year-old daughter, Ashley, to brain 
cancer in 1989. But within a year they had 
found a way to honor her memory—by recy-
cling aluminum cans to benefit the Ronald 
McDonald House of Marshfield, Wisconsin, 
their ‘‘home’’ while Ashley was hospitalized. 
Since giving their ‘‘Cans for Cancer’’ collection 
a huge boost by tying it to Make A Difference 
Day in 1998, the Ellises have recycled 6,000 

pounds of aluminum, raising more than 
$2,500. 

Rick and Kela will be honored at the Make 
A Difference Day event presented by Points of 
Light here in Washington, DC, on April 19, 
2012. I congratulate them for this great service 
in the midst of such loss. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF VINCENT 
STURTEVANT 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 19, 2012 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Officer Vincent Sturtevant for his 30 years of 
service at the Daly City Police Department. 

Mr. Sturtevant was appointed a police offi-
cer in 1981 and graduated from San Jose 
Criminal Justice Training Center Academy the 
following year. 

Officer Sturtevant started his career as a 
patrol officer serving as a field training officer. 
In 1994, he was assigned as a detective. He 
has also served many times as an acting pa-
trol sergeant. 

Officer Sturtevant’s enthusiasm and commit-
ment to his job are exemplary and didn’t go 
unnoticed by his fellow officers who voted him 
most valuable police officer for his shift in 
1990 and 1992. He also received numerous 
letters of appreciation from citizens and de-
partmental commendations. In 1993, he re-
ceived a commendation for his assistance in 
apprehending a barricaded suspect who had 
fired a shotgun. In 1994, he was commended 
for his participation in the capture of three 
armed robbery suspects. 

Vincent is a Daly City boy through and 
through, having graduated from Westmoor 
High School and earned his Bachelor degree 
in history from San Francisco State University. 

He lives in Daly City with his wife of 20 
years, Marianne. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask this body to rise with me 
to honor the heroic service of Officer Vincent 
Sturtevant to the residents of Daly City. For 
over three decades, he has made our commu-
nity a safer and better place. 

f 

IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF 
CALEB LIPSCOMB ON HIS OFFER 
OF APPOINTMENT TO ATTEND 
THE UNITED STATES NAVAL 
ACADEMY 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 19, 2012 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my great 
pleasure to pay special tribute to an out-
standing student from Ohio’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. I am pleased to announce that 
Caleb Lipscomb of Perrysburg, Ohio has been 
offered an appointment to the United States 
Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland. 

Caleb’s offer of appointment poises him to 
attend the United States Naval Academy this 
fall with the incoming midshipmen Class of 
2016. Attending one of our nation’s military 
academies not only offers the opportunity to 
serve our country but also guarantees a world- 
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class education, while placing demands on 
those who undertake one of the most chal-
lenging and rewarding experiences of their 
lives. 

Caleb brings an enormous amount of lead-
ership, service, and dedication to the incoming 
Class of 2016. While attending Perrysburg 
High School in Perrysburg, Ohio, Caleb was 
on the High Honor Roll and was a member of 
the National Honor Society. 

Throughout high school, Caleb was a mem-
ber of his school’s wrestling and football 
teams and earned varsity letters in both 
sports. In addition, Caleb participated in sev-
eral mission trips in Ohio and West Virginia 
and served as Master Counselor for Demolay 
International. I am confident that Caleb will 
carry the lessons of his student and athletic 
leadership to the Naval Academy. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating Caleb Lipscomb on the offer 
of his appointment to the United States Naval 
Academy. Our service academies offer the fin-
est military training and education available. I 
am positive that Caleb will excel during his ca-
reer at the Naval Academy, and I ask my col-
leagues to join me in extending their best 
wishes to him as he begins his service to the 
Nation. 

f 

CONGRATULATING GIRL SCOUTS 
TROOP 333 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 19, 2012 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to congratulate Girl Scouts Troop 333 from 
Madisonville, Kentucky on their selection as 
one of the 2012 Make A Difference Day hon-
orees. 

Make A Difference Day is a celebration of 
the power of neighbors helping neighbors. 
Created by USA Weekend, this annual day of 
service mobilizes more than three million vol-
unteers to create change in their community. 

Nine Junior and Cadet Girl Scouts of Mad-
isonville Housing Authority Troop 333 dedi-
cated a second Make A Difference Day to 
seniors. In 2010 the troop did chores for their 
older neighbors in public housing. This time 
around, they decided to bring cheer to nursing 
home residents. 

The girls decorated 450 greeting cards and 
wrote special messages for the seniors. They 
distributed the cards to residents in three as-
sisted living homes and spent time visiting 
with each resident who received a card. 

I am pleased that Troop 333 will be honored 
for their efforts tonight during the Points of 
Light 2012 Make A Difference Day Awards 
Luncheon at the Ronald Reagan Building and 
International Trade Center here in Wash-
ington. Please join with me in celebrating their 
outstanding service. 

f 

HONORING JOURNEYMEN LINEMEN 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 19, 2012 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize this day, April 18, as a day 
of honor for Journeymen Linemen. 

Accordingly, I have introduced H. Res. 561 
to recognize April 18, 2012, as National Jour-
neymen Linemen Day in order to honor these 
brave men and women for their contributions 
to protect public safety. 

Journeymen Linemen are often the first re-
sponders during a storm or other catastrophic 
event, which means these brave men and 
women are often required to make the scene 
safe for other public safety heroes. Linemen 
work with thousands of volts of electricity high 
atop power lines every day of the year in 
order to protect the nation from dangerous 
electrical currents. 

The profession of Journeymen Linemen is 
steeped in tradition and family, both profes-
sionally and personally. Generations ago, 
Linemen climbed poles using hooks and 
blocks, but as technology has grown through 
the years, innovative Linemen have pioneered 
advancements with innovative materials, alter-
ing the direction of line work for the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in honoring the extraordinary commit-
ment and courage demonstrated everyday by 
the nation’s Journeymen Linemen. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE SHAW UNI-
VERSITY WOMEN’S BASKETBALL 
TEAM ON THEIR NCAA DIVISION 
II CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 19, 2012 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to congratulate this year’s NCAA 
Division II Women’s Basketball Champions, 
the Lady Bears of Shaw University! 

As fans of the game know all too well, North 
Carolina schools have a tradition of excellence 
in collegiate basketball. That success became 
even more legendary in 2012. We have a new 
champion in our midst, the Lady Bears. 

In some ways it’s no surprise that the Lady 
Bears won the 2012 national title. They made 
the Final Four in 2011 and began the year in 
the top ten. But every season is different, and 
nothing in life or basketball is certain. I don’t 
know what Coach Curtis did, but the season 
didn’t finish as it begun. After compiling a 4– 
5 record in the first 9 games, the Lady Bears 
found their groove. From that point on, the 
team went 25–1 and closed the season on a 
15-game winning streak. The Lady Bears went 
15–1 in CIAA conference play, were 
undefeated on their home court, and won the 
conference tournament. 

Then came the quest for the national cham-
pionship. The Lady Bears beat West Virginia 
Wesleyan 92–78, Gannon University 64–59, 
Edinboro University 70–53, Pittsburg State 
61–58 and Rollins College 87–71. The final 
game was as exciting and hard fought as they 
come. Shaw battled back from a 43–32 half-
time deficit to force overtime. When the buzzer 
sounded, the Lady Bears had won 88–82 over 
Ashland University. Guards Sequoyah Griffin 
and Brittney Spencer led the team in scoring 
with 24 and 16 points, respectively. Center 
Aslea Williams scored 14 points and pulled 
down 11 rebounds, and Forward Kyria Buford 
scored 10 points and grabbed 8 rebounds. 
Reserve Guard Brittany Ransom also scored 
14, providing the team with a valuable lift. The 

Lady Bears ended the season number one in 
the polls and with a National Championship in 
hand! 

Coach Curtis deserves special mention for 
leading this team to victory. He was named 
the Division II Bulletin National Coach of the 
Year and the Minority Division II Coach of the 
Year. But he’s done much more than coach. 
Every single player who has completed four 
years of eligibility under Coach Curtis has 
graduated. True collegiate champions pair 
winning on the court with strong character and 
academic dedication, and that’s exactly what 
Shaw has done. As an educator, I admire the 
academic focus that Coach Curtis has made 
an integral part of the Lady Bears basketball 
culture. 

Mr. Speaker, it was a tremendous season 
for the Lady Bears of Shaw. On behalf of my 
colleagues in this body, I congratulate this 
team for their perseverance, their will to win, 
and their success in becoming the 2012 
champions. 

No. 20 Shemieka Brown PG Sr. 5–8 Salis-
bury, NC; No. 21 Kyria Buford F Sr. 6–1 Char-
lotte, NC; No. 2 Isayra Diaz G Jr. 5–6 New 
York, NY; No. 10 Sequoyah Griffin G Jr. 5–9 
Columbus, GA No. 30 Crystal Harris C So. 6– 
1 Jersey City, NJ; No. 32 Ariel Hatcher G Sr. 
5–10 Detroit, MI; No. 15 Allyssa Lane PG Sr. 
4–11 Winter Park, FL; No. 22 Jashaye Mag-
num C Fr. 6–1 Miami, FL; No. 33 Brittany 
Ransom G Sr. 5–10 Columbus, OH; No. 11 
Brittney Spencer G Sr. 5–7 Norfolk, VA; No. 3 
Enonge Stovall F Jr. 5–11 Philadelphia, PA; 
No. 41 Victoria Tanner F Sr. 5–10 Raleigh, 
NC; No. 5 Aslea Williams C Jr. 6–1 Akron, 
OH; Head Coach: Jacques Curtis; Associate 
Head Coach: Carl Hatchell; Assistant Coach: 
Ashante Timoll; Assistant Coach: Jonas Rich-
ard; and Athletic Trainer: Sean Burton. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CAROL 
SLOANE 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 19, 2012 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Lieutenant Carol Sloane for her 21 years of 
service at the Daly City Police Department. 

Ms. Sloane was appointed police officer in 
1990 and graduated from the Basic Academy 
at Butte Community College in Oroville, Cali-
fornia. As a patrol officer, she trained new re-
cruits as field training officers and was well re-
spected by her fellow officers. She served as 
acting patrol sergeant on several occasions. 

In 1994, Officer Sloan was awarded a de-
partmental commendation for the arrest of 
three graffiti suspects. Four years later she re-
ceived the same recognition for apprehending 
a homicide suspect. Immediately after a stab-
bing incident, Officer Sloan identified a sus-
picious person and through her investigation 
determined that the person was indeed the 
homicide suspect. 

In February of 2003, Ms. Sloan was pro-
moted to the rank of police sergeant. She 
graduated from the Sherman Block Super-
visory Leadership Institute and was then as-
signed to the Management Control and Audit 
Unit where she conducted internal affairs in-
vestigations, departmental audits and served 
as the public information officer. Sergeant 
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