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INTRODUCTION OF CHILD CARE
AFFORDABILITY ACT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 18, 2012

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, throughout
the country, affordable and safe child care is
essential for working families. According to the
U.S. Census Bureau, more than 70 percent of
children have one or more parents in the labor
force. A survey commissioned by the National
Association of Child Care Resource & Referral
Agencies revealed that 57 percent of parents
reported in 2010 that child care was a neces-
sity, compared with 49 percent in 2006.

Despite the great need for affordable child
care, there is a wide gap between what to-
day’s families are earning and the cost of child
care and household expenses. In 2010, the
average cost of full-time care for an infant in
a child care center varied from $4,650 in Mis-
sissippi to over $18,000 in the District of Co-
lumbia. In my own state of New York, the av-
erage yearly cost of part time care for a
school-age child is an exorbitant $10,400. The
amount of assistance offered by the current
federal credit for child care costs is a minimum
of only $600 for one child and $1,200 for two
children. Unfortunately, this amount does little
to offset our country’s extraordinarily high child
care costs. To ease the burden on our work-
ing families, today | am introducing the Child
Care Affordability Act. This legislation would
create a new tax deduction for child care and
dependent care expenses and expand the cur-
rent credit for child and dependent care ex-
penses, so families receive a truly impactful
level of assistance. Parents would be given
the choice of utilizing the tax deduction or the
tax credit to select the option that provides
them with the greatest amount of relief.

During tax season, it is important to offer
working families who are struggling to afford
child care.

———

REFLECTIONS ON THE WORLD
BANK PRESIDENTIAL CONTEST

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 18, 2012

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday the World Bank formally selected Dr.
Jim Yong Kim, president of Dartmouth Col-
lege, and an expert in public health, as its
next president. Dr. Kim’s selection continues a
long-standing practice of having an American
lead the institution; which is appropriate as the
United States is the single largest financial
contributor to the bank. Typically, the selection
of a new World Bank president draws little no-
tice but this year, in the most open and trans-
parent selection process in the bank’s 68 year
history, the Board of Directors had three well-
qualified candidates to choose from.

Although the United States supported Dr.
Kim, and | agree with his selection, it should
be noted that the other two candidates, former
Colombian finance minister Jose Antonio
Ocampo and Nigeria’s current finance minister
Ngozi Okonjo-lweala, were equally qualified
for the position. Mr. Ocampo has a strong
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record of public service with both the United
Nations and the Government of Colombia,
most notably serving as the United Nations’
Under-Secretary-General for Economic and
Social Affairs; Executive Secretary for the
Economic Commission for Latin America and
the Caribbean; and in Colombia as Minister of
Finance and Public Credit and Minister of Ag-
riculture and Rural Development. Likewise,
Ms. Okonjo-lweala is a globally renowned Ni-
gerian economist best known for her two
terms as Finance Minister of Nigeria (her cur-
rent position) and for her work at the World
Bank, including several years as one of its
Managing Directors. The Board of Directors
was clearly blessed to have three outstanding
candidates to choose from.

| commend Mr. Ocampo and Ms. Okonjo-
lweala for driving a spirited and appropriate
debate about the future direction of the World
Bank. It is always good to obtain new per-
spectives and to explore new ideas. Indeed, in
accepting his new position yesterday, Dr. Kim
recognized the growing influence of our col-
leagues in the world’s emerging economies—
as represented by Mr. Ocampo and Ms.
Okonjo-lweala—and pledged to “seek a new
alignment of the World Bank Group with a rap-
idly changing world.” And he also committed
himself to fostering a bank that, among other
things, “amplifies the voices of developing
countries and draws on the expertise and ex-
perience of the people we serve.”

| hope that Mr. Ocampo and Ms. Okonjo-
Iweala will take up Dr. Kim’s call to work with
him to reshape the World Bank into a more
potent tool for helping to resolve some of the
world’s most intractable problems. And | ask
my colleagues to join me in recognizing all
three outstanding World Bank president can-
didates for their dedication to service.

————

CONGRATULATING THE 2011 BCS

NATIONAL CHAMPION TUNIVER-
SITY OF ALABAMA CRIMSON
TIDE

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 18, 2012

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday,
the University of Alabama Crimson Tide
makes its second trip in three years to the
White House to be honored as Bowl Cham-
pionship Series National Football Champions.

On January 9, 2012, the Crimson Tide re-
claimed the BCS National Football Champion-
ship with the University of Alabama’s 21 to 0
shutout of the LSU Tigers in the New Orleans
Superdome.

During a football season that many armchair
quarterbacks claimed lacked drama due to the
apparent domination of one team for much of
the year, the final verdict was confirmation to
Crimson Tide fans around the nation and
throughout the world that Bama was simply
the best.

In a land of many great traditions, football is
uniquely American. The struggle to overcome
and outlast your opponent for four quarters in
one of the most physically challenging sports
is what draws many of us to the game. Down
South, we may not have written the first chap-
ter in the book of football, but the South-
eastern Conference has become the main
character for the last six years.
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By capturing the 2011 BCS title, the Ala-
bama Crimson Tide can lay claim to 14 NCAA
college football championships and the second
in three years under Coach Nick Saban.

Going into New Orleans on January 9, the
world of college football was divided over
whether the unbeaten and number one LSU
Tigers or the one-loss Crimson Tide would
leave the Louisiana Superdome wearing the
BCS crown. But for Bama fans the outcome
was never in doubt. Both the Tigers and the
Tide earned their journey to the final contest,
but only the Crimson Tide came ready to play.

By halftime it was already apparent that vic-
tory for the Tide was in the offing and the third
and fourth quarters only brought confirmation.
The Crimson Tide offense scored 21 unan-
swered points and the Bama defense domi-
nated the formerly mobile Tigers offense, hold-
ing them to just 92 total yards.

Once again, the BCS National Champion-
ship title returns to Tuscaloosa and the historic
victory in New Orleans is not only a triumph
for the Tide but a win for all football fans in
the State of Alabama.

Mr. Speaker, | join the entire Bama nation in
congratulating Coach Saban, his talented as-
sistants, the staff, the team, their loyal families
and Bama fans everywhere . . . Roll Tide!

———————

HONORING ROSE FELDSHER’S 50
YEARS OF VOLUNTARY SERVICE

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 18, 2012

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor and congratulate Rose Feldsher on
her retirement from the volunteer program at
Einstein Medical Center in Philadelphia after
50 years of service.

Rose is the longest serving volunteer out of
500 at Einstein. Her volunteer work there
started back when John F. Kennedy was
president.

After waiting long, stressful hours by herself
for her own husband in surgery, Rose took it
upon herself to volunteer her time so that peo-
ple in similar positions did not have to go
through the same thing she did. And so, in
1961 Rose started “making rounds”. She de-
livered water, comforted loved ones in the
waiting room and assisted nursing staff.

Since then, the hospital has changed staff,
technology, and facilities. Even with the arrival
of new technology and ways of helping those
who come to see patients, Rose still person-
ally sees that family members and friends get
personal updates directly from her. Although
the hospital itself has changed over the years,
Rose has faithfully shown up every Friday
morning for the past 50 years.

Now retiring at the age of 90, Rose plans on
spending time with her four grandchildren and
two great grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleges join me
in thanking Rose Feldsher for her 50 years of
dedication and service to those in need in the
community.
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IN RECOGNITION OF GREEK
INDEPENDENCE DAY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 18, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Greek Independence Day as
people of Greek heritage around the world
gather to remember and celebrate those who
partook in the heroic struggle for freedom.

On March 25th people around the world will
celebrate Greek Independence Day which
commemorates the beginning of the Greek
War of Independence. For four hundred years
the Ottoman Empire had controlled Greece
and attempted to suppress Greek language,
culture, and religion. In 1821, behind the lead-
ership of Bishop Germanos of Patras, the citi-
zens of Greece began their long and difficult
fight for liberty. After nine long years, the
Greeks eventually won the freedom they had
previously been denied. The Bishop also
chose March 25th as the annual celebration of
The Annunciation of the Mother Christ.

This year marks the 12th Annual Greek
Independence Day Parade for the Northeast
Ohio Greek American Celebration. The parade
will be led by Father Dean Dimon of the An-
nunciation Greek Orthodox Church and other
area clergy members. The celebration will in-
clude local Greek dance groups and a church
service.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues please join me
in recognizing the anniversary of Greek Inde-
pendence, and wish the Greek Americans in
Northeast Ohio a joyous celebration.

INTRODUCTION OF THE RACIAL
PROFILING PREVENTION ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 18, 2012

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, as we await a
surface transportation bill, | rise to introduce a
bill to reestablish a federal grant program for
states that desire to develop racial profiling
laws, collect and maintain data on traffic
stops, design programs to reduce racial
profiling, and train law enforcement officers,
which | worked to get included in the Safe, Ac-
countable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-
LU) in 2005. Despite the fact that the grant
program was just a small piece of the very
large SAFETEA-LU bill, nearly half of the
states participated in the program for multiple
fiscal years. Racial profiling is a form of racial
discrimination that is now back in the forefront
of national concern because of the tragic kill-
ing of Trayvon Martin.

Racial profiing on roads built with federal
funds is a violation of Title VI of the 1964 Civil
Rights Act, because it amounts to a govern-
ment subsidy of discrimination. However, while
it remains a widespread problem in our coun-
try, there is little experience in developing leg-
islation in this sensitive area to address racial
profiling while allowing for appropriate law en-
forcement. My bill would help states to better
develop their racial profiling laws and to help
law enforcement understand what role racial
profiling plays in traffic stops.
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My bill imposes no mandates on states. In-
stead, it simply authorizes a grant program,
but does not require states to participate.
However, it provides resources that many
states and localities clearly need if they are to
curb racial profiling.

——————

HONORING EULESS FIREFIGHTER
BATTALION CHIEF GARY THOMP-
SON

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 18, 2012

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pride that | recognize Battalion Chief
Gary Thompson for his 34 years of public
service with the City of Euless. He served 32
years of his tenure with the Euless Fire De-
partment.

Thompson began his service in 1976 in the
Euless Public Works Department. In 1977,
Thompson left public service and attended
Tarrant County College where in 1979 he
earned more than 50 hours toward an Associ-
ate’s Degree in Fire Technology. After study-
ing in college, Thompson rejoined the Euless
Public Works Department in 1979 and then
left that department to join the Euless Fire De-
partment in 1980.

After only a month as a firefighter in 1980,
Thompson was promoted to Second Driver.
Thompson’s talents were often recognized by
his superiors, and from 1980 to 1996, he was
continuously promoted up the ranks. During
his tenure, Thompson was promoted to Driver
Engineer (1981), Lieutenant (1983), Captain
(1986), Captain-Paramedic (1989), Battalion
Chief (1995), and finally Battalion Chief-Para-
medic (1996).

Throughout his career, Thompson has re-
ceived numerous awards from the City of Eu-
less for his outstanding service. The awards
include Firefighter of the Year (1981), Super-
visor of the Year (1986), Supervisor of the
Year (1988), Paramedic of the Year (1992),
Distinguished Service Award (1993), Super-
visor of the Year (1995), EFD Employee of the
Year (1998), Lifesaving Award (1999), Distin-
guished Unit Award (2004), Distinguished Unit
Award (2006), and Distinguished Unit Award
(2009).

Thompson grew up in Euless where he at-
tended Oakwood Terrace Elementary, Euless
Junior High, and Trinity High School. His fa-
ther, Bill Thompson, also served the Euless
community as a police officer for 25 years
where he retired in 1989 as an Assistant Po-
lice Chief. Thompson is married to Delia, and
their family includes three daughters and three
grandsons.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, | ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in thanking
Gary Thompson for his 34 years of public
service.
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IN HONOR OF MR. GEORGE B.
SOBIERAJ

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 18, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Mr. George B. Sobieraj, a gentleman
whose dedication to the Polish-American com-
munity of Cleveland has led the Cleveland So-
ciety of Poles Foundation to name him the
2012 recipient of the “Good Joe” Award.

Mr. Sobieraj was born and raised in the St.
Hyacinth area of Cleveland. He graduated
from the University of Dayton with a degree in
Business Management. He has since been a
successful entrepreneur and venture capitalist.
In 1980, George founded Rubber City Machin-
ery Corporation in Akron, Ohio and is the only
certified appraiser of rubber machinery in the
u.S.

Many organizations within the Polish-Amer-
ican community in the Greater Cleveland area
have benefitted from Mr. Sobieraj’s leadership.
He serves as Vice President of the Polish
American Cultural Center and Union of Poles
in America Group 33. He is a member of the
Kosciuszko Foundation, a finance committee
member for St. John Cantius Church and a
member of the boards of trustees of the
Polonia Foundation and the Cleveland Society
of Poles, of which he is also a past president.
Mr. Sobieraj is responsible for Polish Night at
the annual “Polish Open” golf tournament at
Progressive Field.

Mr. Sobieraj has also been honored many
times throughout his life for his service to the
Polish community. Among his many awards,
George is the recipient of the Polish Heritage
Award and was the Honoree of the Ohio
Chapter of the Kosciuszko Foundation in
2011.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and recognition of Mr. George B.
Sobieraj, whose tireless devotion to the Pol-
ish-American community has been an inspira-
tion to many.

———————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 18, 2012

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
on January 20, 2009, the day President
Obama took office, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $15,661,574,232,598.82. We've
added $5,034,697483,685.74 to our debt in
just over 3 years. This is debt our nation, our
economy, and our children could have avoided
with a balanced budget amendment.

————

CONDEMNING THE NORTH KOREA
ROCKET LAUNCH

HON. DAN BURTON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 18, 2012

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, last
week, the despotic regime in North Korea
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