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team, this championship was their fifth in 
Class 5A since 2005, and their first since 
2008. For the boys team, this was their first 
title in school history. 

Both teams turned out strong performances 
by all competitors. The girls won with a team 
score of 34 points. Three of their runners 
earned a spot among the top ten finishers at 
the state competition. Courtney Kriegshauser 
led the Lady Dragons with a second-place fin-
ish. 

The boys’ first title broke the championship 
record for team points. They finished with 20 
points, which is the lowest in the history of 5A 
state meets. Five of the boys made the top 
ten, with Nate Sullivan leading the way in fifth. 

I am extremely proud of the Carroll Dragon 
cross country teams for their excellence in 
athleticism and sportsmanship. I would like to 
recognize each player on these championship 
teams. For the girls: Shelby Chapin, Rachel 
Harper, Felice Johnson, Courtney 
Kriegshauser, Allison Naval, Sarah Roe and 
Julia Sunderland. For the boys: Jordan Cha-
vez, Trevor Gilley, Ben Golestan, Connor 
Hendrickson, Alex Johansson, Joe Sansone 
and Nate Sullivan. The team was guided by 
an exceptional coaching staff that included 
Justin Leonard, Nichole Gilley, Brandon Rog-
ers, and Christopher Anderson. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, I ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Carroll Dragon cross country teams 
on winning the boys and girls state champion-
ship titles. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2012 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
on January 26, 1995, when the last attempt at 
a balanced budget amendment passed the 
House by a bipartisan vote of 300–132, the 
national debt was $4,801,405,175,294.28. 

Today, it is $15,236,271,879,792.78. We’ve 
added $10,434,866,704,498.50 dollars to our 
debt in 16 years. This is $10 trillion in debt our 
nation, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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TRIBUTE TO GILBERT CATES 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2012 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay respects to my friend, producer and direc-
tor, Gilbert Cates who passed away on Octo-
ber 31, 2011 at the age of 77. Let this con-
gressional insert serve as a tribute to his 
memory and celebration of his meaningful life. 

Born June 6, 1934, in New York City to 
Jewish parents, Mr. Cates was a member of 
the fencing team at Syracuse University study-
ing pre-med but changed his major to Theater 
after an experience teaching actors to sword 
fight during a student production of Richard III. 

Gilbert began his career directing a number 
of feature films—including two Oscar nomi-
nated films—I Never Sang for My Father, in 
1970, and Summer Wishes, Winter Dreams, in 
1973. He also produced and directed Broad-
way and off Broadway plays, most notably the 
productions of I Never Sang for My Father and 
You Know I Can’t Hear You When the Water’s 
Running. 

Hailed as a director with a propensity for 
taking on challenging themes, in 1984 Gilbert 
directed Consenting Adult, a made-for-TV fea-
ture which focused on homosexuality and was 
followed up in 1989 with Do You Know the 
Muffin Man?, a story centered on child moles-
tation. Mr. Cates received Emmy nominations 
in the Best Director category for both projects. 

During his tenure as president of the Direc-
tors Guild of America, DGA, Gilbert led the 
guild’s negotiations committee and four times 
headed contract negotiations with producers, 
leading the guild through a strike in 1987. He 
was instrumental in orchestrating the merger 
between the Radio & Television Directors 
Guild and the Screen Directors Guild in 1960. 

Well known for producing some 14 Acad-
emy Awards broadcasts between 1990 and 
2008, Gilbert is famed for recruiting Billy Crys-
tal and Whoopi Goldberg as well as David 
Letterman, Steve Martin, Chris Rock and Jon 
Stewart as hosts. He also served on the Acad-
emy’s Board of Governors from 1984–1993, 
and won an Emmy in 1991 for the 63rd annual 
Oscars, returning to the board in 2002 and 
serving as its Vice President from 2003–2005. 

In 1990, Gilbert became the Dean of 
UCLA’s newly combined School of Theater, 
Film and Television, a post he held until 1998, 
after which he continued to educate young 
filmmakers as a professor. As a result of his 
many professional accomplishments, Mr. 
Cates received a star on the Hollywood Walk 
of Fame. He also received the DGA’s pres-
tigious President’s Award and the Guild’s Rob-
ert Aldrich Award for service, as well as hav-
ing received the DGA’s Honorary Life Mem-
bership. 

Gilbert was a loving husband and father. He 
is survived by his wife, Dr. Judith Reichman, 
four children, two stepchildren and six grand-
children. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the life and achievements of Gilbert 
Cates. 
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HONORING KENT MORTON 

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2012 

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the extraordinary life of Kent Morton 
and to mourn him upon his passing at the age 
of 28. 

Born on June 12, 1983, Kent Morton was a 
gregarious man with a ready smile. He loved 
his close-knit family and called his older broth-
er Shane his best friend. Kent was a man who 
was always willing to help in any way he 
could. He was happily involved in his Garden 
City community and spent many hours as a 
PTA volunteer at Lathers Elementary School 
where his daughter Makayla is a student. He 
often used his formidable painting skills to 
help beautify his church. 

Regrettably, on January 11, 2012, Kent 
Morton fell more than 100 feet from the paint-
ers’ scaffolding on the Ambassador Bridge into 
the frigid Detroit River. Although he did survive 
the initial fall, he could not survive the strong 
current and passed from this earthly world to 
his eternal reward. He is survived by his be-
loved parents, Fawn and Mario Salvatore, and 
father David Morton. He leaves a legacy in his 
adored daughter, Makayla, and an unborn 
child. His treasured siblings, Shane, Amber, 
Bret and Sarah will forever carry Kent in their 
hearts. He will be deeply missed by his cher-
ished fiancee Kristi Waltsgott and many family 
members and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, Kent Morton is remembered 
as a loving father, a compassionate son, a de-
voted brother and an admired friend. Kent was 
a man who deeply treasured his family, 
friends, community and his country. Today, as 
we bid Kent farewell, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in mourning his passing and honoring 
his devotion to his country and his community. 
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MARCELLUS SHALE—ANCILLARY 
INDUSTRIES 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2012 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, the natural gas 
industry is very important to my constituents in 
West Virginia. Given the exciting opportunities 
that my state has as a result of the Marcellus 
Shale, I particularly appreciate the opportunity 
to discuss ancillary industries that West Vir-
ginia has the opportunity to develop as a re-
sult of its shale resources. I applaud Con-
gressmen Reed and Critz for organizing a 
Special Order on the Shale’s ancillary indus-
tries. 

America’s current energy policy is highly 
flawed. My constituents can see its flaws 
when they are forced to pay higher prices at 
the gas pump. Newly found shale resources 
have given us a major opportunity to take ad-
vantage of home-grown natural resources like 
natural gas diversifying our energy portfolio 
and making us less dependent on foreign 
sources of energy. Our combined recoverable 
oil, natural gas and coal resources is the larg-
est in the world. The United States must seize 
the opportunity to tap into these resources; 
however the Administration remains intent on 
enforcing a moratorium on energy production 
and transportation. 

In 2009, the oil and natural gas industry 
supported 24,400 jobs in West Virginia. It is 
projected that the next decade could see an 
increase in 18,000 to 26,000 jobs due to 
Marcellus investment and production. In addi-
tion to the economic boost that this nation can 
receive by utilizing its own energy resources, 
we also have the opportunity to strengthen ex-
isting industries and to also develop new 
ones. There are abundant resources present 
in the Marcellus Shale, including natural gas, 
oil, propane, and ethane. These resources can 
be used to heat our homes, power our vehi-
cles and fleets, and to serve as a feedstock 
for chemical production. 

As my colleagues from Ohio and Pennsyl-
vania know, our states are currently competing 
against one another to attract chemical plants 
known as ‘‘crackers’’. A single cracker would 
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result in billions of dollars in investment, tens 
of thousands of construction jobs, and thou-
sands of permanent jobs. It would also create 
jobs across the region and across the eco-
nomic spectrum. A cracker would increase the 
local tax base, allowing local school districts to 
have more funds available to improve the edu-
cation offered to our children. 

Attracting a cracker to the region will benefit 
all of our states and the country as a whole, 
but my hope is that West Virginia is successful 
at gaining this exciting opportunity. I believe 
that West Virginia has everything that a com-
pany desiring to build a cracker could want. 
West Virginia has a strong budget picture, an 
improving tax climate, a ready and able work-
force, and a strong history in the chemical in-
dustry. I want my constituents to know that I 
am working with other leaders from West Vir-
ginia to attract a cracker. A cracker would give 
West Virginians what they want the most: 
good paying jobs that will allow them to put 
food on the table and live the American 
dream. 

Additionally, production in the Marcellus 
Shale gives us the opportunity to revive our in-
dustrial base. This is especially the case in re-
gions that have historically been dominated by 
the steel and chemical industries. In order to 
actually produce the sources available in the 
shale we must first have steel and industrial 
equipment. The new demand for these mate-
rials will hopefully allow previously shuttered 
facilities to reopen, new facilities to be built, 
and existing facilities to increase production. 
All of this will create jobs. 

We are blessed in West Virginia to have 
abundant, natural resources that power our 
country. The Marcellus Shale will undoubtedly 
play a major role in the future of the energy 
industry, moving us toward energy independ-
ence and creating jobs in ancillary industries 
as well as the energy industry. 

Of course we must develop these resources 
in a responsible manner that ensures our 
grandchildren have clean air and water. It is 
essential that a proper regulatory structure is 
in place, one that balances exploiting this tre-
mendous resource with environmental con-
cerns. However, it is not necessary for the 
federal government and bureaucrats in Wash-
ington to balance these concerns. I fully sup-
port States being able to regulate the natural 
gas industry without undue interference from 
Washington bureaucrats. I am confident that 
states have the ability to regulate this industry, 
West Virginia showed that it had the ability to 
do so when it passed comprehensive legisla-
tion regulating shale gas production. 

I urge my colleagues to continue fighting to 
ensure that we are able to take advantage of 
our domestic resources to create the jobs that 
Americans so desperately need. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF NORTH-
WEST FLORIDA’S BELOVED 
LARRY BUTLER 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2012 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the United States Congress, I rise 
today to recognize the life of Northwest Flor-
ida’s beloved Larry Butler. Northwest Florida 

and the world of music and entertainment 
mourn the loss of an extraordinarily gifted 
man. 

A musical prodigy, Larry Butler began his 
distinguished career at the mere age of six, 
when he made a guest appearance singing 
with the Henry James Orchestra. At the age of 
nine, he had his own show on Pensacola’s 
WEAR–TV3; and by his twenty-first birthday, 
Mr. Butler was already recording with musical 
legends such as George Jones, Loretta Lynn, 
Dolly Parton, Jerry Lee Lewis, and Johnny 
Cash. He later collaborated with both Johnny 
Cash and Kenny Rogers, on some of their 
most well known hits. Mr. Butler is a two-time 
Grammy Award Winner with over 100 gold 
and platinum awards. He won his first 
Grammy for writing B.J. Thomas’ hit song, 
‘‘(Hey, Won’t You Play) Another Somebody 
Done Somebody Wrong Song.’’ His second 
Grammy was for Producer of the Year. 

In addition to his celebrated musical career, 
Mr. Butler has contributed his hard work and 
talent to improving Northwest Florida. After 
Hurricane Ivan devastated the Gulf Coast in 
2004, Mr. Butler played a crucial role in or-
chestrating and producing three sold-out con-
certs with musical friends, Kenny Rodgers, 
Willie Nelson, and Will Hedgecock, which to-
gether raised more than a half million dollars 
for community rebuilding efforts. 

To some, Larry Butler will be remembered 
as a musical genius; to others, he will be re-
membered for his charitable work in the North-
west Florida Community; and to his family and 
friends, he will always be remembered as a 
loving father and spouse. He touched the lives 
of many, not only with his music, but also with 
his devotion and commitment to his family and 
community. 

On behalf of the United States Congress, I 
am honored to recognize the life and deeds of 
Larry Butler—a talented musician, committed 
community activist and loving family man. He 
will be missed by many, but his memory will 
live on through the timeless legacy he left. My 
wife Vicki joins me in extending our thoughts 
and prayers to the entire Butler family. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF RETIRED SUPERIOR COURT 
JUDGE RAMON V. DIAZ 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2012 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and service of retired Superior 
Court of Guam Judge, Ramon Valero Diaz. 
Judge Diaz passed away on January 15, 2012 
at the age of 93. 

Judge Diaz was born on October 13, 1918 
in Manila, Philippines and is the son of Dr. 
Vicente Lozada Diaz and Bibiana Valero Diaz. 
He came to Guam in 1951 to work and make 
a living for his family. In 1956, he was admit-
ted to the Guam Bar Association, and in 1958, 
became a naturalized U.S. citizen. 

In 1980, Judge Diaz became the first person 
of Filipino descent to be appointed as a judge 
for the Superior Court of Guam. After 15 years 
of government service, he retired as a family 
court judge. 

Judge Diaz graduated from the University of 
Santo Tomas in Manila, Philippines. In 1941, 

in the wake of World War II, he was commis-
sioned as an officer in the Philippine Army and 
was soon inducted into the United States 
Armed Forces of the Far East (USAFFE) as 
an infantry line officer. On April 9, 1942, he 
was captured by Japanese Forces in the prov-
ince of Bataan, Philippines, and was held as 
a prisoner of war in the Capas Concentration 
Camp. Later that year he was released as a 
POW and resumed his military duties shortly 
thereafter. In 1945, he completed studies from 
the U.S. Army Judge Advocate General 
School for commissioned officers at University 
of Michigan in Ann Arbor. Upon his return 
from JAG school, he assumed the role of 
Chief of Claims Branch under JAG, Philippine 
Army, where he was responsible for the adju-
dication of all types of war claims in favor of 
heirs. 

In 1951, Judge Diaz retired from the Phil-
ippine Army as Captain. Throughout his distin-
guished military career, he received various 
awards, including the United States and Phil-
ippine Presidential Unit Citation and the Phil-
ippine Presidential Military Merit Medal. 

Judge Diaz was involved in many commu-
nity organizations throughout his life. He was 
among the first ordained permanent deacons 
in the Archdiocese of Agana and was instru-
mental in organizing the Knights of Columbus, 
Guam Council and Assembly. Further, he was 
a founding member of the Catholic Social 
Services, and was active in the establishment 
of St. Dominic’s senior care home and the Do-
minican Catholic schools on Guam. 

Judge Diaz was also heavily involved in the 
founding of the Filipino Community of Guam, 
where he served as President. He also helped 
establish the Marianas Audubon Society, the 
UST Alumni Association of Guam, and the 
Chapter of Bataan-Corregidor Veterans on 
Guam. 

Judge Diaz was married to Josefina de la 
Concepcion for 66 years and together they 
raised 10 children: Marilu Martinez, Carl Diaz 
(deceased), Mariles Benavente, Marilen 
Artero, Maribel Chandler, Mariann Carr, 
Maricar Davis, Tony Diaz, Vicente Diaz, and 
Ramon Diaz Jr., and have been blessed with 
19 grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren. 

I join our community in mourning the loss of 
Judge Ramon Diaz. His contributions to the 
Guam Judiciary and our community will be re-
membered by the many citizens he helped 
throughout his life. We extend heartfelt condo-
lences to his many family, friends, and loved 
ones. 

God bless Judge Diaz. He will be missed. 
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RICHLAND SPRINGS COYOTES 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 23, 2012 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Richland Springs Coyotes on 
an outstanding 2011 football season. On De-
cember 9, 2011, the Coyotes won the Class 
A, 6-man Division II State Championship with 
a dominant 76–28 performance over the Mot-
ley County Matadors. 

The victory capped a perfect season, where 
14 of the Coyotes’ opponents were subjected 
to the 45-point mercy rule—the Matadors were 
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