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letters to the ayatollah. And let’s stand up,
united as Americans in saying we are for re-
gime change in Iran and we will take any
step necessary to stop Iran from becoming
nuclear. Thank you.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ACHIEVE-
MENTS OF MS. PAT JORDAN

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | proudly rise
today in recognition of a dynamic lady who
has had a strong influence in promoting our
community’s cultural legacy. As we celebrate
the artistic achievement of our high school art-
ists at the annual Congressional Art Competi-
tion, it is appropriate to honor a patron of the
arts, Ms. Pat Jordan. She knows Kansas City,
Missouri, as this is where she grew up, attend-
ing Southeast High School in the heart of the
City. She obtained a degree from the Univer-
sity of Missouri in Journalism, which gave her
the tools to investigate, promote and educate
what she loves most, the arts.

The rich cultural history of African Ameri-
cans who lived in a segregated Kansas City
during the 1920’s, 30’s and 40’s can be traced
to the area centered on 18th and Vine. This is
where the black community lived, worked,
worshipped, and cultivated a unique lifestyle
preserved in the arts, education and sports of
the time. More than most, Pat realizes the im-
portance of preservation of an era that was in-
digenous to the area but with time has faded.
She understands that a culture uniquely Afri-
can American must not be allowed to fade.
Through the arts and education, this culture
will be revealed and celebrated along with to-
day’s artist who expresses their interest
through artistic discovery.

While | served on the Kansas City, Missouri
City Council and later as Mayor, my goal was
to preserve the history of 18th and Vine by re-
storing the area. This is when | met the enthu-
siastic Pat Jordan, who | enlisted to spear-
head the renovation of the Gem Theater. She
worked on the Gem Theater bond fund that
was essential in making the renovation of the
Gem Theater a reality. She continues to pro-
mote the area with the Gem Cultural and Edu-
cational Center that promotes visual and per-
forming artists.

Presently, Pat serves as Co-Chair of the
Mayor’'s Task Force for the Arts; Chairman of
The Light in the Other Room for Kansas City
African American Artists; Member of the Arts
Committee for the Mayor's Google Task Force
and President of Cross-Lines Towers, Inc. She
has an amazing record of public service and
has served on many advisory boards. She has
been a long time supporter and member of the
Advisory Boards of the Kansas City Friends of
Alvin Ailey, the William Jewel Fine Arts Series
and the Department of Architecture, Urban
Planning & Design of the University of Mis-
souri at Kansas City.

This summer, Kansas City will host the
2012 All-Star Baseball Game. Pat is instru-
mental in efforts that will bring out-of-town
guests to the heart of 18th and Vine. There,
visitors will enjoy an iconic culture uniquely
Kansas City at the Gem Theater, the Negro
Leagues Baseball Museum, and the American
Jazz Museum.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in thanking Ms.
Pat Jordan for seeing beyond a concept,
working to achieve a goal, and proudly pro-
moting cultural enhancement through the arts.
Through her outreach and events, local artists
are introduced and Kansas City talent is ex-
hibited. Her accomplishments are many as
she is one of the gems for our community.

HONORING JAYDIN CLAYTON

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Jaydin Clayton of the Father Tolton
Catholic High School Wrestling team for win-
ning the Class 1 Missouri State Wrestling
Championship in the 113-pound weight class.

Mr. Clayton and his coaches should be
commended for all their hard work throughout
the regular season and for bringing home the
state title in the Class 1 113-pound weight
class to his school and community. His win
represents the school's first state title in
Class 1.

| ask that you join me in recognizing Mr.
Clayton for a job well done.

——
RECOGNIZING THE REPUBLIC
GIRLS BASKETBALL STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate the young ladies of the Republic
Lady Tigers Basketball Team for winning the
Missouri Class 4 State Championship.

The Lady Tigers had some up and down
moments in their championship run, but were
able to rely upon each other to persevere.
These talented young women, Brooke Dutton,
Alice Heinzler, Alex Botkin, Alexis Edwards,
Sarah Kreul, Kayla Bartelsmeyer, Baylee Rayl,
Micah Mansker, Mercedes Doty, Taylor Wells,
Kailey Mathis, Lindsey Carlson, and Tori Tay-
lor are the true definition of a team. Through
their hard work and dedication they won the
Missouri Class 4 State Championship.

They were outstandingly guided by Coach
Kris Flood and his talented coaching staff, Tori
Mooneyham and Curt Plotter, whom | com-
mend on an amazing accomplishment and a
job well done.

The Republic Basketball team had tremen-
dous support throughout their season; their
friends, family, and fans attended the tour-
naments, cheered them on throughout the
basketball season and followed them to Co-
lumbia for the state championships. Uniquely,
many of the excited fans would dress up in
costumes, like superheroes and whoopee
cushions, for their title run.

The Republic community is justifiably proud
of the extraordinary group of young future
leaders on the Republic Lady Tigers Basket-
ball Team, but even more important, the
young ladies of the Republic Basketball team
will have memories to last a lifetime. They've
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had the extraordinarily opportunity to live the
dream of defying the odds and achieving vic-
tory through greatness.

This is third time that the Republic Lady Ti-
gers have won the state championship.

| urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Republic Ladies Basketball Team,
the Missouri Class 4 State Champions.

———

HONORING THE LATE MRS. JESSIE
PENDLETON

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a civil rights cham-
pion, the late Mrs. Jessie Pendleton. Mrs.
Pendleton served Copiah County for years as
a stanch civil rights activist.

She was born on April 29, 1924 to Allee and
Pearlie Bowens in Crystal Springs, Mississippi.
Jessie was the wife of Mr. J.C. Pendleton and
mother to four children, James Cecil, Mattie,
Helen and Eva.

Mrs. Pendleton joined Providence Mis-
sionary Baptist Church at an early age, where
she continued her walk in faith as a dedicated
member. She was the organizer of the first
Providence Missionary Baptist Church Family
& Friends day, which continues as a time hon-
ored tradition today. Mrs. Pendleton later be-
came a member of St. Mary’s United Meth-
odist Church where she held many leadership
positions.

Mrs. Pendleton’s love for God and humanity
was instrumental in her endeavors to ensure
that all men were treated fairly, a passion that
ultimately led to her Human Rights activism.
On her list of many accolades, is the redis-
tricting lawsuit she filed in Copiah County,
Mississippi which resulted in the creation of
two predominantly Black districts in Copiah
County, Mississippi which were both rep-
resented by black Supervisors. Mrs. Pendleton
also filed a complaint against Harmony Ridge
Water Association, which prior to that re-
stricted water from being provided to citizens
in the rural areas of the County.

Mrs. Pendleton founded the Citizens for
Progress Club in 1987, whose primary focus
was to assist the economically deprived in the
Copiah County and surrounding areas. She
also had the privilege of serving as President
of the Crystal Springs branch of the National
Association of the Advancement of Colored
People. Mrs. Pendleton’s tireless efforts in in-
creasing civic participation led to her receiving
the mother of the year award for Copiah
County in 1986.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the life and legacy of Mrs. Jessie
Pendleton for her dedication and service to
Copiah County, Mississippi.

—————

HONORING VETERANS OF THE
VIETNAM WAR

HON. ANN MARIE BUERKLE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Ms. BUERKLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to our Veterans of the
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Vietnam War and to reflect upon their cour-
age, strength, and love for the United States
of America.

March 29, 2012 has been proclaimed Viet-
nam Veterans’ Day in the State of New York,
but it is important that we recognize our Vet-
erans of the Vietham War not only today but
every day.

During the Vietnam War, of the more than
3.4 million Americans that were deployed,
over 58,000 were killed, 153,000 were wound-
ed, and over 2,000 remain missing in action.

It is important that we remind our Vietnam
Veterans and their families that we are a
grateful nation. Our country recognizes and
appreciates the bravery and steadfastness of
every American soldier. These are the men
and women who risked their lives so our coun-
try remains free. It is because of their service
that the United States of America remains the
greatest nation in the history of the world.

The men and woman who served our coun-
try in the Vietham War are shining examples
of patriotism, strength, courage, and decency.
It is with great pride and honor that | pause
and reflect upon their sacrifice and thank our
Vietnam Veterans for their dedicated service
to the United States of America.

———

GRAND OPENING OF PLANNED
PARENTHOOD HEALTH FACILITY
IN OAKLAND COUNTY, MICHIGAN

HON. GARY C. PETERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to mark
the occasion of the grand opening of a new
Oakland County, Michigan facility for Planned
Parenthood, an organization that | stand with
proudly in spirit, purpose and commitment.

Never before in recent history have we wit-
nessed such feverish and brazen attacks on
the reproductive and health care rights of
women. Planned Parenthood, in particular,
has been unfairly targeted in this war on
women.

More than ever, our communities and fami-
lies need organizations like Planned Parent-
hood. In fact, 97 percent of Planned Parent-
hood’s services are basic, preventive health
care, like annual exams, testing and treatment
of sexually transmitted diseases, HIV testing
and counseling, and procedures to address
pre-cancerous conditions of the cervix. Sev-
enty-five percent of Planned Parenthood Mid-
and South-Michigan patients are women be-
tween the ages of 20 and 40, many of whom
struggle without health insurance. Planned
Parenthood is there for them.

| especially applaud the opening of this facil-
ity because for more than five years there has
been no Title X family planning provider in
Oakland County that serves everyone, regard-
less of ability to pay. In 2010, Planned Parent-
hood served 5,420 Oakland County patients
who had to travel to other counties to receive
basic and preventive health care. This means
critical federal dollars were not being spent in
Oakland County, an area of significant need.
It is time for Oakland County to get its fair
share of federal dollars, and for it's citizens to
receive much-needed reproductive health
services in their own community.

In conclusion, we need to stop playing poli-
tics with women’s health care. We need to get
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our struggling families the services they need.

This facility is a first step in the right direction

for women and families in our region.
———

A TRIBUTE TO CHRISTINE
JACKSON WASHINGTON

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor the life of Mrs. Christine Jackson
Washington, who died last week. She was the
wife of the deceased Father Paul Washington,
the long time, much revered rector of the Epis-
copal Church of the Advocate, and an inter-
nationally recognized peace and rights activist.

But, Mrs. Washington was also a community
change agent. She founded the non-profit Ad-
vocate Community Development Corporation,
a neighborhood-based community develop-
ment corporation that provided affordable
housing and social services to the residents of
North Philadelphia. The bedrock of her family,
Mrs. Washington sang on the choir, taught
Sunday school, and helped out at the church’s
food kitchen that fed more for more than 350
people daily.

However, beyond all of these responsibilities
and accomplishments Mrs. Washington is re-
membered for his kindness, gentleness, and
graciousness. We were all blessed to have
known her and we cherish her memory.

———

HONORING UTE AND PATRICK
GOGGINS

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 50th wedding anniversary of Ute
and Patrick Goggins, longtime friends and
constituents in Mill Valley, California. Ute and
Patrick have been dedicated and conscien-
tious members of our community since the
late 1960s, and their joint passion for social
justice and community service has made their
active presence in the San Francisco Bay
Area a true blessing.

Ute and Patrick were married March 27,
1962, in a lunchtime civil ceremony at San
Francisco City Hall. The setting was appro-
priate for a couple who have always had a
natural partnership. In the years since, Ute
and Patrick have become important voices in
the peace movement not only in the Bay Area,
but worldwide. The Gogginses were at the
forefront of opposition to the war in Vietnam,
and eventually they were joined by their chil-
dren in more recent demonstrations against
war in Iraq.

Ute and Patrick have also contributed to a
richer cultural environment, and to the idea
that a stronger sense of community is a pre-
cursor to peace and justice. Patrick has spear-
headed a number of local Irish cultural and
historical associations, including the Irish-
Mexican Association and the Irish Forum. Ute
has long been a recognized local artist, and
taught art at San Domenico School for over
three decades.

March 29, 2012

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me in recog-
nizing the 50th anniversary of Ute and Patrick
Goggins. We wish them many more years of
happiness, collaboration, and companionship.

IN HONOR OF FRANCINE BLOCK
HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in honor of Francine Block, who is receiving
the Bucks County Women’s History Month
Award today. Since 1982, the award has been
presented every year to a woman in the coun-
ty who “has made the biggest difference.”
Candidates are active volunteers, role models
and social advocates.

For 25 years Francine has worked eagerly
in the fields of education and college admis-
sions. Currently, she is the President of the
American College Admissions Consultants.
Formerly, Francine served as President of the
Pennsylvania Association for College Admis-
sions Counseling. Previously a high school
English teacher in the United States and the
United Kingdom, Francine has gone on to
work with college applicants from all over the
world. She has contributed to numerous books
and has been interviewed by CNN, CNBC,
NBC, the Wall Street Journal and Time Maga-
zine.

Francine Block has also held many other
critical posts in the field of education through-
out her lifetime. She is the National Assembly
Delegate to the National Association for Col-
lege Admission Counseling, and previously
was a member of the Admissions Advisory
Board of Penn State University. Locally, she
serves on the Board of Directors of the United
Way of Bucks County and the Lower Bucks
County Chamber of Commerce. | had the
honor to serve as Francine’s Solicitor while
she served as Chairman of the Board of the
Lower Bucks County Chamber of Commerce.

Francine Block has devoted her life to pro-
moting higher education and making certain
that parents and students have the best avail-
able resources to apply to colleges and uni-
versities. She is an inspiration to all of us, and
it is my pleasure to honor her today on the
floor of the U.S. House of Representatives.

——————

THE DISABLED MILITARY CHILD
PROTECTION ACT OF 2012

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce the Disabled Military Child Protection
Act of 2012. To put it simply, this bill will per-
mit military retirees the ability to place their
self funded Survivor Benefit Plan into a Spe-
cial Needs Trust to ensure their surviving de-
pendent child’s future.

This is an equity and fairness issue. Civil-
ians are allowed to create a Special Needs
Trust for their permanently disabled children to
ensure they receive care beyond the guard-
ian’s death but under current law, military per-
sonnel with severely disabled children are le-
gally prohibited from establishing a Special
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