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received a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Business Administration and is a proud grad-
uate of the University of Mississippi’s School
of Banking. After 30 years of service Senator
Thomas retired as Vice President of AmSouth
Bank.

In 1977, Senator Thomas received the Jack-
son State University Business Award and was
selected by the Mississippi Economic Council
as one of 50 outstanding young men under
the age of 35 in the state of Mississippi. In
that same year, he was also the recipient of
the National Association for Equal Opportunity
in Higher Education Award in Washington
D.C. A lover of history, Senator Thomas has
served as Chairman of the Oakes African-
American Culture Center since its start in
1992, earning him recognition as one of the
most prominent Afro-American historians in
the state of Mississippi.

Senator Thomas is a lifelong public servant.
He served as National Treasurer and Execu-
tive Vice President of the Friends of Amistad,
a national organization in support of the
Amistad Research Center in New Orleans,
Louisiana. He served on the Jackson State
University National Development Foundation
Board of Directors, served as Chairman of the
Management Team of the Yazoo County Fair
and Civic League, Inc., and was president of
the League Management Team Corporation,
whose purpose is to provide housing for the
elderly and handicapped.

In 1984 Senator Thomas was appointed to
the Yazoo City Public Service Commission,
where he served as Vice Chairman from 1986
to 1995, and was elected Chairman in April
2000. He also headed the Policy Council and
on the Board of Directors of the American
Public Power Association, a national organiza-
tion representing about 2,000 not-for-profit
community owned electric utilities. Senator
Thomas has also served as President of the
Yazoo City Municipal School Board as well as
Vice Chairman of the Mississippi Real Estate
Appraisal Board.

In 2003, his lists of public service accom-
plishments were increased when he was elect-
ed as State Senator in Mississippi’'s 21st Dis-
trict. During his terms in office, he served on
the Economic Development & Tourism, Edu-
cation, Finance, Insurance, Judiciary, Division
B and Public Health & Welfare Committees. In
addition to his work in the State Legislator, Mr.
Thomas has served on the National Con-
ference of State Legislatures Health Com-
mittee and the Southern Conference of State
Legislatures Education Committee.

Senator Thomas is married to the former
Elizabeth Wilburn of Benton, Mississippi, and
they are the parents of three children, Joseph,
Jr., Kirk, and Whitney. They also have two
grandchildren, Tytianna and Kameron.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing former State Senator Joseph C.
Thomas for his unyielding dedication and serv-
ice to Yazoo City, Mississippi and the entire
state of Mississippi.

————

NATIONAL ESSENTIAL TREMOR
AWARENESS MONTH

HON. KEVIN YODER

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, today, | express
my support and recognize March as National
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Essential Tremor Awareness Month. Essential
Tremor, commonly known as ET, is a progres-
sive neurological condition that impacts the
lives of up to 10 million Americans. Every day
those afflicted with this disorder face a rhyth-
mic trembling of the hands, head, voice, legs
or trunk. Daily activities that many of us take
for granted, such as eating, drinking and writ-
ing, may become unbearable or even impos-
sible.

Unfortunately, there is no medical test to
easily diagnose this condition and it is often
confused with Parkinson’s disease and
dystonia. In addition, due to stereotypes, em-
barrassment and a general lack of awareness,
many people with ET never seek medical care
or treatment. This can lead to more medical
issues such as depression or isolation.

For these reasons, | appreciate the efforts
of my predecessor, Rep. Dennis Moore, who
recognized the importance of early awareness
of this condition and in 2010 introduced legis-
lation to declare the month of March as Na-
tional Essential Tremor Awareness month.

Today, on the second anniversary of the
passage of this legislation, | am happy to do
my part to help increase awareness of this de-
bilitating condition. | am honored to represent
the home of the International Essential Tremor
Foundation in Lenexa, Kansas. The IETF has
served as an invaluable resource for thou-
sands of its members since 1988, providing
global educational information, services and
support.

Most of all, the IETF provides hope. Staff,
board members and volunteers work tirelessly
to empower those with ET in Kansas and
across the nation to regain control of their
lives by providing educational opportunities,
treatment options and coping skills necessary
to minimize the impact of ET and improve the
quality of life for those who suffer. | commend
them for their outstanding efforts and look for-
ward to working together to raise awareness
and eventually, find a cure.

———

TRIBUTE TO MS. BERNIE WONG,
PRESIDENT OF THE CHINESE
AMERICAN SERVICE LEAGUE ON
HER RECEIPT OF PRESIDENT
OBAMA’S CHAMPION OF CHANGE
AWARD AT THE WHITE HOUSE

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | con-
sider Ms. Bernie Wong to be among the very
best of Social Workers in the United States of
America or any place else in the world today.
Bernie is being cited by President Obama for
her outstanding leadership and development
of the Chinese American Service League in
Chicago. The Champion of the “Change
Award,” recognizes a small select group of
Americans who embody, innovate, educate
and build. The Award ceremony is held at the
White House to honor those who exemplify
Cesar Chavez's core values including service
to other, knowledge, innovation, acceptance of
all people, and respect for life and the environ-
ment. Bernie Wong is being recognized for her
tireless efforts on behalf of Chinese
Chicagoans. Ms. Wong is one of ten individ-
uals nationwide to receive this prestigious
honor.
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Bernie Wong was the youngest of seven
children and grew up poor, but never realized
it. A product of a catholic school upbringing,
Bernie learned early in life the meaning of
generosity and compassion for others. Ber-
nie’s mother was always available to help oth-
ers in need and would take Bernie and her
siblings to visit the sick every week and pro-
vide food for people. Experiences in Bernie
early years set the stage for her mission driv-
en approach to serving others with dignity and
respect. At eighteen, Bernie left Hong Kong
for Sioux City, lowa where she earned a four
year scholarship to pursue a Bachelors’ De-
gree in Sociology from Briar Cliff College. She
went on to earn a Masters’ Degree in Social
Work from Washington University in St. Louis,
MO. Bernie truly understand what poor new
immigrants face when confronted by com-
pletely different culture and language. This re-
alization gave her the courage to gather a few
friends and begin the task of building the Chi-
nese American Service League from the
ground up.

Founded in 1978, with a desk and chairs,
the Chinese American Service League is now
the largest and most comprehensive social
service agency in the Midwest dedicated to
the needs of Asian Americans. Housed in the
award winning Kam L. Liu Building, and sup-
ported by an annual budget of $12 million,
CASL’s program reach over 17,000 clients
each year. CASL services everyone in need,
but primarily focuses on serving Chinese
American immigrants in the metropolitan Chi-
cago area. CASL’s clients are low-income and
a significant portion served is newly arrived
immigrants. These individuals often have little
formal education and possess a few transfer-
able skills. Since 90% of CASL'’s clients speak
little to no English, they find themselves un-
able to access needed social services. CASL
provides a critical safety-net by employing
over 400 multilingual professionals and sup-
port staff. CASL serves a vital niche in the
community, often taking referrals from other
social service agencies, neighborhood organi-
zations, and government institutions in order
to serve clients with specific language or other
special needs. Bernie is a true she-roe and
leader in her community. She is indeed a
champion of change and | salute President
Obama for recognizing it. She deserves every
accolade that we can shower upon her.

HONORING CLAUDIA PUIG
HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History month, | rise today to
honor Ms. Claudia Puig, a highly recognized
national broadcast executive with over 26
years of experience in the U.S. Hispanic
media market.

Ms. Puig was born in Cuba but was forced
into exile after her father, a Cuban hero, was
taken from her side by the tyrannical Castro
regime. Since that time, Ms. Puig has worked
hard and established herself as one of Miami’s
premier broadcast executives. She began her
career in advertising/sales at AT&T BellSouth;
having a strong work ethic, she quickly
achieved Elite Club status, making her one of
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the company’s top performers. A few years
later, Ms. Puig accepted an opportunity in
broadcasting and has held management posi-
tions in the country’s top Radio Broadcasting
companies ever since.

In 1997, Ms. Puig joined Univision Radio,
formerly known as the Hispanic Broadcasting
Corporation, as General Manager of their four
radio properties. After years of continued suc-
cess, she was promoted to her current posi-
tion as Senior Vice President/Eastern Re-
gional Manager. Ms. Puig's current respon-
sibilities are extensive, from the overall super-
vision of operations, finances, sales to pro-
gramming for Univision Radio in Miami, Puerto
Rico, and New York’s nine radio stations. Dur-
ing her tenure, her leadership has been re-
markable and has resulted in high revenues
and ratings, particularly for Univision Radio in
Miami and Puerto Rico.

Ms. Puig’'s accomplishments go beyond her
professional career; her commitment to com-
munity service has led to leadership roles in
several Miami charitable and civic groups. She
was appointed by Governor Jeb Bush to serve
as a member of Florida International Univer-
sity’s Board of Trustees, and was recently re-
appointed by Governor Rick Scott. Ms. Puig
currently serves as the Chair of the Florida
Association of Broadcasters.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize Ms.
Claudia Puig for her outstanding professional
career and dedication to our community in
South Florida. | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing this accomplished individual,
and wish her continued success in the future.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF OUR FEDERAL WORK-
FORCE

HON. J. RANDY FORBES

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, today, the
House of Representatives will vote on a budg-
et proposal that will begin to turn the tide
away from Washington’s habitual deficit
spending. | applaud the House Budget Com-
mittee for making difficult choices to cut
spending, for finding creative solutions to our
country’s fiscal challenges, and for taking vital
action to stop planned cuts to our national de-
fense—cuts that our military leaders have la-
beled as “catastrophic.” Addressing our na-
tion’s fiscal problems is one of my top prior-
ities; however, | believe this can be done in a
responsible fashion that does not undercut our
nation’s federal workforce.

Federal employees have dedicated their
lives to public service. They protect our na-
tion’s borders, defend our cities and commu-
nities from terrorism, provide critical assist-
ance in the wake of natural disasters, and
support and treat our nation’s military per-
sonnel and veterans. At the same time, as our
neighbors, they live, work, pay taxes, and
spend the money that is helping to build eco-
nomic growth in the private sector in Virginia.

| believe we must reduce the size of our
federal government in order to achieve greater
efficiency and effectiveness, but as we do so,
we must never lose sight of the fact that a ca-
pable federal workforce is vital to that goal
and we must recognize the contributions of

our federal employees as we work to ensure
our government is capable of meeting our
country’s future challenges.

IN HONOR OF JAMES J. SWEENEY
HON. PATRICK MEEHAN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor John Sweeney of Havertown, Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. Sweeney entered the United States
Navy after graduating from high school in
1943, and served aboard the USS Hancock.
The Hancock took part in some of World War
I’'s most pivotal battles, including the inva-
sions of the Philippines, lwo Jima and Oki-
nawa. Mr. Sweeney was honored for his he-
roic service and awarded the Philippines Lib-
eration Medal, two Battle Stars and a Presi-
dential Unit Commendation.

It was during his time in the Navy, that Mr.
Sweeney befriended his shipmate, John Finn.
Lt. Finn received the Medal of Honor for his
heroic actions at Pearl Harbor. During the Jap-
anese surprise attack, Lt. Finn manned his
machine gun and fought off the Japanese Ze-
roes for two and half hours even as he took
an onslaught of bullets and shrapnel. And for
the past nine years, John Sweeney has tire-
lessly worked to honor Lt. John Finn, who
passed away in 2009.

On February 15th, 2011, those efforts
proved successful as the Navy announced
that a new guided missile destroyer will be
named the USS John Finn. For these efforts
Mr. Sweeney is being honored by American
Legion Post 667 in Havertown. On behalf of a
grateful nation, | congratulate Mr. Sweeney on
his efforts to ensure that Lt. Finn’s name and
legacy lives on, and for his service during
World War Il, reflecting great credit upon him-
self and the United States Navy.

————

HONORING DR. TERRY
CHRISTENSEN UPON HIS RETIRE-
MENT FROM SAN JOSE STATE
UNIVERSITY

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise with my colleagues, Congress-
woman Anna Eshoo and Congressman Mike
Honda, to acknowledge and honor Dr. Terry
Christensen upon his retirement from San
Jose State University.

Terry has been a Professor of Political
Science at San Jose State University (SJSU)
since 1970. He received his B.A. at Stanford
University and his PhD in Political Science at
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He
is a specialist on state and local politics and
the media frequently call on him for analysis of
politics in California and Silicon Valley.

Having served on numerous civic committee
and commissions, he created and currently di-
rects the political science department’s intern-
ship program. He is the SJSU Coordinator for
the Sacramento Semester Intern Program, the
Panetta Congressional Internship Program,
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and the SJSU Poli Sci Congressional Intern-
ship Program. Terry works hard to give back
to his students and stimulate interest in gov-
ernment.

In 1998, Terry was named San Jose State
University’s Outstanding Professor. The 2006
Political Science Class recognized him as Pro-
fessor of the Year. He is a prolific writer and
students regard him as a legend at SJSU.

He served for 2.5 years as founding Execu-
tive Director of CommUniverCity San Jose,
which is a partnership among the City of San
Jose, SJSU, and the Five Wounds and
Brookwood Terrace neighborhoods.
CommUniverCity San Jose seeks to empower
students and residents and to build community
by organizing service-learning projects that ad-
dress education, community health and im-
provements to the neighborhood environment.

In order to preserve Terry’s legacy, San
Jose State University is creating a scholarship
program in his name.

We hereby honor Terry Christensen, on the
special occasion of his retirement and wish
him all the best in the years to come. We
commend Terry for his valuable service to our
community and wish him the best in his future
endeavors. We are very fortunate to have
benefited from his compassion, expertise, and
commitment. He has left his mark in San Jose
State University and the larger community.

———

CELEBRATING NATIONAL SOCIAL
WORKERS MONTH

HON. DAVID SCOTT

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to celebrate the month of March
as National Social Workers Month. Social
workers serve a critical role in our society, one
that is deserving of our attention, respect and
commendation. Upon becoming a social work-
er, one embraces a very simple but essential
mission: to enhance the well-being of others
and to help meet the basic needs of all peo-
ple, especially the most vulnerable. In working
towards that goal, social workers work in ado-
lescent and youth development; aging and
family care giving; child protection and family
services; health care navigation; mental and
behavioral health treatment and military and
veterans assistance. Social workers are key to
holding our social safety net together. They
work to prevent the vulnerable in our country
from falling through the cracks.

The Social Work Department at the Clayton
County Public School System is a shining ex-
ample of the importance of social workers.
The department works to foster student per-
formance, school completion and success in
the workplace by assisting students in attain-
ing the maximum benefits from their edu-
cation. These excellent social workers collabo-
rate with families and communities to remove
barriers that interfere with student perform-
ance. Please join me today in thanking the
Clayton County Public School social workers,
and social workers nationwide for their hard
work and dedication. | have great expectations
that they will continue to serve us with the
same excellence that they have always dis-
played.
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