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| urge my colleagues to join me and vote for
the CPC “Budget for All”.

———

CONGRATULATING THE REELEC-
TION OF PRESIDENT MA YING-
JEOU OF THE REPUBLIC OF
CHINA

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, on January 14,
2012, the Honorable Ma Ying-jeou was elect-
ed to a second term as the President of the
Republic of China. | would like to take this op-
portunity to congratulate President Ma and the
people of Taiwan on the strength and vitality
of their commitment to democracy.

For over a half century, Taiwan has been a
strong, democratic ally to the United States in
the Asia-Pacific region and across the world.
Our peoples have enjoyed a close friendship
forged by our political, economic, cultural, and
strategic ties. Taiwan’s sustained economic
and sociopolitical development has set an ad-
mirable exemplar that many countries seek to
emulate. Taiwan’s global scope and leader-
ship has transcended many sectors, particu-
larly healthcare. Taiwan boasts one of the
most innovative and efficient healthcare sys-
tems in the world. As an advocate for building
mutual relationships, | am confident that the
U.S.-Taiwan bond will only become stronger
with Taiwan’s inclusion in the U.S. Visa Waiv-
er Program. Over 400,000 Taiwanese citizens
visit the United States each year; this could in-
crease by 20 to 30 percent once Taiwan gains
admission into the U.S. Visa Waiver Program.

As Chair Emeritus of the Congressional
Asian Pacific American Caucus, | know first-
hand the importance this partnership holds for
our Taiwanese-American communities. Ac-
cording to the 2010 Census there are approxi-
mately 230,000 Taiwanese-Americans cur-
rently living here in the United States, many of
whom live in my home district in Silicon Val-
ley. Taiwanese-Americans are frequently high-
ly educated contributors to the vibrancy of the
U.S. economy, and this is reflected in their
sectors of employment. The majority of Tai-
wanese-Americans work in management, busi-
ness, finance, information technology,
sciences and engineering. As a representative
of ethnically diverse Silicon Valley, | proudly
join Taiwanese-Americans and the technology
industry in celebrating the growing, collabo-
rative economic relationship between the
United States and Taiwanese companies.

Many of these advances are attributed to
President Ma’s strong and visionary leadership
during his first term as president. | commend
President Ma and his Administration for their
tremendous strides in working toward stability
amidst international economic uncertainty and
in strengthening cross-strait relations with the
People’s Republic of China. President Ma’s re-
election is a testament to the people of Tai-
wan supporting his efforts and leadership. In
fact, Taiwan’s presidential race elicited un-
precedented grassroots organization, from ev-
eryday citizens to business executives, to rally
support for President Ma’s reelection. The Tai-
wanese people have truly spoken, and their
approval of President Ma’s rapprochement
policy with the People’s Republic of China is
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an encouraging beacon from which we can all
learn from.

Once again, | congratulate President Ma
Ying-jeou and the people of the Republic of
China for a highly celebrated election. | look
forward to my upcoming visit to Taiwan and
meeting with President Ma. It will be a pleas-
ure to continue working with President Ma and
his Administration to strengthen our U.S.-Tai-
wan partnership and ensure peace and sta-
bility for our peoples, the region, and the
world.

HONORING MS. TINA MATTE

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History month | rise today to
honor Ms. Tina McCain Matte, an outstanding
individual and someone who has continuously
supported the Southwest Florida community.

Ms. Matte is currently serving as President
of Gravina, Smith, Matte & Arnold, an influen-
tial marketing and public relations firm located
in Fort Myers. The firm specializes in devel-
oping long-term, results-oriented public rela-
tions programs for regional residential and
commercial developments, resorts, govern-
mental agencies, professional firms and non-
profit organizations. She has excelled in her
position as President and in 2008 was named
a Top 50 Power Player by Gulfshore Busi-
ness, in recognition of her influence and lead-
ership in Southwest Florida. The Florida Public
Relations Association has also awarded her
numerous times for her excellent service.

Amongst her duties as president she has
also finds the time to be active in her commu-
nity. From 2002-2008 she was appointed by
then Governor Jeb Bush to serve on the Su-
preme Court Judicial Nominating Commission,
where she served as chair from 2006—-2007.
Currently, Ms. Matte serves on the Board of
Directors for the Salvation Army, as well as
Floridians for Better Transportation, a state-
wide business and transportation association
committed to making transportation safer and
more efficient in Florida. Throughout her ca-
reer, Ms. Matte has served the community ad-
mirably and has been a stalwart leader in the
state.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
Ms. Tina McCain Matte for her continued serv-
ice to the Miami community and | ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing this remark-
able individual.

COMMEMORATING THE 40TH ANNI-

VERSARY OF CRAFTON HILLS
COLLEGE IN YUCAIPA, CALI-
FORNIA

HON. JERRY LEWIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate the 40th anniversary of
one of the most dynamic centers of learning in
my district: Crafton Hills College, in Yucaipa,
California.
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| have spoken to my colleagues before
about this fine community college. It has
grown from an initial 881 students in 1972 to
more than 5,600 today. The faculty continues
to expand, with more than 90 full-time teach-
ers and administrators. More than 150,000
students have expanded their education and
found new job skills at Crafton.

As many of my colleagues are aware, com-
munity colleges have become a haven for
many of our fellow citizens who have lost jobs
and are desperately seeking new skills to ad-
vance their place in our economy. Crafton
Hills has certainly been one of those havens,
offering more than 60 degrees and certificates
ranging from Radiologic Technology to Inter-
net Web Design. The college has maintained
its high standards and student services de-
spite facing its own budget cutbacks.

In just the past few years, the campus has
seen a number of wonderful additions. Even
as they faced tough economic times, voters in
our area approved a bond measure that paid
to build a 60,000-square-foot Learning Re-
source Center, which now houses the library,
a computer center, an art gallery and a tiered
auditorium. The bond also paid for installation
of a fabulous new swim center, which incor-
porates the competitive pool used in the 2004
Olympic trials in Long Beach, California. | was
pleased to help arrange moving the pool to
the campus.

The campus will soon dedicate a seven-
acre Solar Farm that will provide nearly all of
the college’s electrical needs, as well as tak-
ing a tremendous load off of the public elec-
trical grid. All of these improvements are clear
evidence that Crafton Hills College is laying
the groundwork to be a top educational institu-
tion for decades to come.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, | want to once again
praise the college for its role in the San
Bernardino Regional Emergency Training Cen-
ter at the San Bernardino International Airport.
Established with the support of the Federal
Aviation Administration, the center has trained
hundreds of firefighters from across the nation
in how to handle commercial aircraft fires—
with real-life scenarios set in the fuselage of a
former jet-liner. | have no doubt that many
lives will be saved in the future by firefighters
who have learned their techniques here.

Mr. Speaker, Crafton Hills College is a top
example of the kind of center for higher edu-
cation that will train our future workers, re-
searchers and academics. Please join me in
congratulating the college’s administration,
faculty and students for their efforts, and wish
them success for the future.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, during rollcall No. 139 on March 28,
2012, | was unavoidably detained and unable
to cast my vote. Had | been present, | would
have voted “no” on ordering the previous
question, so that the House could consider the
bipartisan Violence Against Women Act.
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A TRIBUTE TO TOM LEDERER
HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to Tom Lederer. A
lifelong resident of Philadelphia who gave
much to the community, Tom was called by
his Creator on Thursday March 22nd.

Thomas John Lederer was born on Sep-
tember 29, 1934 in Philadelphia to a family
that believed in the principles of democratic
government and civil service. His father Miles
served as both Chair of the Democratic Party
in Philadelphia and as a state legislator. His
brothers Raymond and Bill would also serve in
the legislature, with Ray becoming a member
of Congress. Tom’s brother Miles headed the
local Riggers Union, while his brother Fran
was the Chief of the County Detectives. Tom
spent a lifetime serving as an inspector with
the Philadelphia Water Department and raising
kids, first his own six and then sixteen grand-
children. He also served the community as
Boy Scout leader, community organizer and
educator.

He was an active member of his Church, St.
Michael's Roman Catholic, and his community.
He was a Board Member of the Roman
Catholic Alumni Association, Past President of
the St. Joseph Prep Father's Club, Chairman
of Kensington South Neighborhood Advisory
Committee, Boy Scout Master of Troop 488,
Member of the Horticultural Society of Phila-
delphia and Penn State’s Gardening Progress
program, winner of a “Black Eye” community
award, but most of all he was “Pop” to his six-
teen grandchildren.

However, in his mind, his most proud asso-
ciation was being Rita Lavery’s husband. Born
two days apart, they were married for 56
years and friends for 70 of his 77 years. They
started kindergarten at St. Michaels on the
same day and were classmates and pals
thereafter.

Together with Tom’s wife, Rita, his six chil-
dren, his sixteen grandchildren, and all his
family and friends, | mourn his passing but
celebrate his life.

HONORING MS. GERRY SMITH

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, as we cel-
ebrate Women’s History Month, | rise to honor
one of South Florida’s finest community lead-
ers, Ms. Geraldine “Gerry” Smith.

Ms. Smith currently serves as President of
the Women’s Club of Hialeah. She was born
and raised by in Hialeah and has dedicated
her time and efforts to our community. She
has a passion for helping others, and relishes
her current role as president. Previously she
worked on the School Board in Hialeah, a po-
sition she enjoyed and served admirably. More
recently, she has found a way to combine her
artistic ability and her passion for the commu-
nity by providing an educational hobby for
local senior citizens.

Every Saturday morning Ms. Smith teaches
a group of senior citizens how to make jew-

elry, along with other activities. Her goal is to
ensure that senior citizens have a great time
and remain active after retirement. She also
donates her time and money to Angel's
Reach, an organization which helps children
with autism. Together with the Women’s Club
of Hialeah, Ms. Smith actively supports the au-
tistic community in South Florida.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
Ms. Gerry Smith for her continued service to
the South Florida community and | ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing this remark-
able individual.

HONORING TREY SMITH
HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Trey Smith of the Moberly High
School Wrestling team for his first Class 2
Missouri State Wrestling Championship. Mr.
Smith won by decision in the 152-pound
weight class.

Mr. Smith and his coaches should be com-
mended for all their hard work throughout the
regular season and for bringing home the
state championship title in the Class 2 152-
pound weight class to his school and commu-
nity.

| ask that you join me in recognizing Mr.
Smith for a job well done!

———

HONORING THE SERVICE OF JOHN
V. SULLIVAN, HOUSE PARLIA-
MENTARIAN, UPON HIS RETIRE-
MENT

SPEECH OF

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 27, 2012

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize parlia-
mentarian John V. Sullivan for his long and
distinguished service to the House of Rep-
resentatives. Tomorrow, after 25 years of
service to the House, John is retiring.

John is one of only four Parliamentarians
who have served the House of Representa-
tives. In this rare company, John stands out.
In many ways, the Parliamentarian is the
keeper of order in a House increasing lacking
in civility. That John is equally respected on
both sides of the aisle is testament to his fair
hand and steady demeanor.

Before coming to Congress, John served in
the United States Air Force as a Judge Advo-
cate General (JAG). In this capacity, John had
to represent, in a legal capacity, many odd
and unruly individuals: an experience that pre-
pared him well for his current position.

| will miss John’s steady presence as Parlia-
mentarian. However, | know the House will be
well served by the excellent staff John assem-
bled during his tenure.

John, thank you for your lifetime of public
service, and good luck in your future endeav-
ors.
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RECOGNIZING THE MOUNT
VERNON GIRLS BASKETBALL
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate the girls of the Mount Vernon Lady
Mountaineers Basketball Team for winning the
Missouri Class 3 State Championship.

Basketball is a sport that challenges the
human spirit and tests the mental and physical
abilities of the players. These girls, Amelia
Bramer, Sally Cowherd, Danielle Goodman,
Madison Hadlock, Jenna Kleine, Tamiaya
Henderson, Audrey LaSalle, Blair Tettenhorst,
Shailyn Benbrook, Mackenzie Farmer, Kaylee
Hood, Megan Pope, and Shea Vandergrift,
faced those challenges and as a result be-
came a team. They trained as one, they com-
peted as one, and together though their hard
work and dedication they won the Missouri
Class 3 State Championship.

Of course, the basketball players aren’t the
only champions; they had an outstanding team
of talented coaches supporting them and guid-
ing them along the way. | commend Head
Coach Doug Hepler and assistant coaches
Bridgett Schmutz, and Tom Cox, on an amaz-
ing accomplishment and a job well done.

The Lady Mountaineers team had an edge
against each and every one of their oppo-
nents; their friends, family, and fans attended
the games, cheered them on throughout the
basketball season and followed them to Co-
lumbia for the state championships. The
Mount Vernon community is justifiably proud
of their team, and the team is fortunate to
have such strong support from their commu-
nity.

As if winning a state championship isn’t
enough of an accomplishment, the Mount
Vernon Lady Mountaineers Team has the dis-
tinct honor of winning it two of the last three
years. This shows that our athletes and
coaches in Mount Vernon are among the best
in America and can stand proud in their ac-
complishments.

But even more important than that, the girls
of the Mount Vernon Basketball team will have
memories to last a lifetime. They’'ve had that
extraordinarily opportunity to live the dream of
anyone who has ever dreamed of competing
with the best and achieving victory.

| urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Mount Vernon Lady Mountaineers
Basketball Team, the Missouri Class 3 State
Champions.

——————

HONORING JOSEPH C. THOMAS
FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE STATE
OF MISSISSIPPI

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, former Mississippi State Senator Jo-
seph C. Thomas. Senator Thomas is a lifelong
resident of Yazoo City, Mississippi. He is a
graduate of Jackson State University where he
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