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Grapes” campaign and boycott led by Cesar
Chavez and UFW was an omnipresent part of
my youth and of many of my colleagues serv-
ing here today.

We knew what it meant to not buy grapes
and not eat them, to feel proud of being part
of something bigger than ourselves, even if it
meant going without something we loved, or
answering curious questions from friends or
classmates. And for me, when victory came, it
was sweet—literally and figuratively—and my
small sacrifice seemed like the most powerful
thing in the world.

On the 85th anniversary of Cesar Chavez's
birth, we are reminded that his personal story
is one of transformation and legacy. He trans-
formed his early experiences from Sal Si
Puedes into “Si Se Puede”, “Yes, we can.”

Those words still ring true today, and serve
as a mantra of hope for millions of Americans
who seek fairness and equal treatment. Just
ask the President of the United States.

Mr. Speaker, today we reflect on Cesar
Chavez’s lifetime of advocacy in the pursuit of
social justice. Let us hope our legacy will be
as enduring as that of our beloved leader and
brother Cesar Chavez.

———
A TRIBUTE TO DENISE
HOULEMARD JONES, 29TH CON-

GRESSIONAL DISTRICT WOMAN
OF THE YEAR—2012

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 28, 2012

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Every year
during the month of March, we pay special
tribute to the accomplishments made by our
nation’s most distinguished women.

Today, | pay tribute to Denise Houlemard
Jones of Pasadena, California. A brilliant busi-
nesswoman with many years of experience,
Denise is a Management Consultant at DMJ
Consulting Services, a business she started,
where she provides advisory services to com-
panies, colleges, agencies and individuals.
She received a B.A. in Sociology and Eco-
nomics from the University of California, Los
Angeles, and a MBA from the University of
Southern California.

It is noteworthy to mention Denise’s unpar-
alleled volunteer service to the community,
which includes an impressive list of accom-
plishments. She has been a member of the
Los Angeles Chapter National Black MBA As-
sociation, National Association of Female Ex-
ecutives, Pasadena Talks, Points of View
Committee, Women At Work Young African
American Women’s Conference, Black Wom-
en’s Forum, City of Pasadena Intergroup Rela-
tions Advisory Committee, and the City’s
Recreation Commission, among others. Ms.
Jones has also been involved with the Com-
munity Health Alliance of Pasadena, CHAP,
serving as a founding member, acting as
President several times, and currently serving
on the Marketing Committee. Presently,
Denise is a member of the National Council of
Negro Women, Saint Andrew Catholic Church,
YWCA Pasadena—Foothill Valley, American
Association of University Women, City of
Pasadena Northwest Commission, and the
Pasadena Delta Foundation, Inc., where she
is a founding member.
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Along with being a successful career
woman, Ms. Jones has devoted countless
hours of her time volunteering for the Alkebu-
lan Cultural Center, American Institute for
Cancer Research, Foothill Unity Center Food
Pantry, and the Latino History Parade and Ja-
maica. She is also an annual fiesta volunteer
at Saint Andrew Catholic Church.

Some of the honors Ms. Jones has received
include the National Merit Award, the William
L. Blair Award for Service and Leadership, the
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Leadership Award,
the YWCA Women of Excellence Award, and
the Women In Action’s “Wind Beneath Wings”
Award.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring a
remarkable woman of California’s 29th Con-
gressional District, Denise Houlemard Jones,
for her outstanding service to the community.

————

THE HOMEOWNERS TAX FAIRNESS
ACT

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 28, 2012

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to introduce the Homeowners Tax Fairness
Act. In February of this year, the 49 state at-
torneys general announced that they had com-
pleted negotiations with the country’s five larg-
est mortgage servicers to settle claims arising
from mortgage fraud and wrongful fore-
closures. The settlement, which amounts to
over $25 billion is the largest settlement this
country has seen since the 1998 Master To-
bacco Settlement.

This historic settlement will allow hundreds
of thousands of distressed homeowners to
stay in their homes through enhanced loan
modifications and principal reduction, and it
will also provide payments to victims of unfair
foreclosure practices. Unfortunately, under
current law, those settlement payments would
subject the homeowners and servicemembers
who receive them to additional tax burdens.
For instance, homeowners receiving relief in
the form of mortgage debt forgiveness and di-
rect cash payments for wrongful foreclosure
could be subject to federal income tax. More-
over, additional tax would be owed on the
payments made to servicemembers who were
wrongfully foreclosed on while deployed over-
seas.

To prevent that injustice, the Homeowners
Tax Fairness Act would extend the exclusion
for debt forgiveness on a primary residence
throughout the term of the settlement agree-
ment, and exclude the relief payments from in-
come for homeowners and servicemembers.
This bill also considers the particularly egre-
gious actions taken by the five largest banks
in violation of the Servicemembers Civil Relief
Act. Over the past three years, the five largest
servicers violated the law and wrongfully fore-
closed or overcharged mortgage interest on
servicemembers, many of whom were de-
ployed overseas in combat zones. Accord-
ingly, the Homeowners Tax Fairness Act not
only excludes this relief from income to
servicemembers, but denies these banks the
ability to deduct these payments from their
federal income taxes.

The estimated 1.7 million homeowners eligi-
ble to benefit from this settlement deserve to
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receive the full benefit of this relief—relief that
was negotiated in good faith by the states, the
banks, and the federal government. Collecting
federal income tax on relief for struggling
homeowners is not only bad policy, but is sim-
ply the wrong thing to do.

As we move forward from one of the worst
recessions in American history, we must be
vigilant and provide as much help to the
American people as possible. This bill will do
just that, and will ensure that our homeowners
and servicemembers get every bit of relief
they deserve.

——————

HONORING ANN KAPLAN’'S SERV-
ICE AS A MEMBER OF THE
AMERICAN RED CROSS BOARD
OF GOVERNORS

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 28, 2012

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to salute an admirable public servant and a
dear friend.

Ann Kaplan, a celebrated constituent from
the great state of New York, has served self-
lessly and diligently as a member of the Amer-
ican Red Cross Board of Governors since
2003 and next week will complete her third
and final term on the Board.

The American Red Cross depends upon ex-
perienced leadership that understands the sig-
nificant operational challenges it faces in deliv-
ering a full range of services each and every
day. From supporting the armed forces around
the world to safely supplying nearly half the
Nation’s blood supply to directly helping the
American public and businesses prepare for
and respond to over 70,000 disaster annually,
the American Red Cross Board of Governors
plays an integral role in developing effective
strategy for the organization.

During Ann Kaplan’s service on the Board
of Governors, the American Red Cross has
gone through an unprecedented internal trans-
formation including comprehensive govern-
ance reform resulting in bold changes that are
a model of corporate governance, and internal
restructuring in order to eliminate a significant
operating deficit, streamline operations, and
improve service delivery.

Ms. Kaplan has made significant contribu-
tions to the organization through her service
on the Board including leading the Board-di-
rected mandate to address the organization’s
operational and financial issues and to restruc-
ture the oversight of investments. Her service
on the Board includes the following leadership
positions: Vice Chair, Finance Committee
(2005-2006); Chair, Finance Committee
(2006-2008); Vice Chair, Compensation and
Management Development Committee (2009—
2012); Chair, Investment Committee (2010—
2012); and Vice Chairman of the Board
(2007-2012).

While Red Cross Board members normally
serve two terms, Ms. Kaplan served a third
term at the unanimous request of the Board
during a critical period because of her pas-
sionate and able leadership and financial ex-
pertise.

Ms. Kaplan has been a generous supporter
of the American Red Cross and has served
the organization in various other capacities in-
cluding Co-Chair of the Chairman’s Council,
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which recognizes individuals and families
whose cumulative giving to the American Red
Cross exceeds one million dollars. She also
served as a disaster relief volunteer with the
New York City Chapter, which serves my dis-
trict.

| rise on behalf of my Congressional col-
leagues, the Hon. Bonnie McElveen-Hunter,
the Chairman of the American Red Cross,
and, the entire Board of Governors, Gail J.
McGovern, President and CEO and all the
staff and volunteers of the Red Cross to thank
Ms. Kaplan for her extraordinary service as a
member of the Board of Governors.

March might be American Red Cross Month
in America. But the first week of April will be
a week to honor and celebrate Ann Kaplan’s
contributions to strengthen the organization as
it strives to better serve this great Nation.

———

HONORING MERCER MIDDLE
SCHOOL’S WINTER FOOD DRIVE

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 28, 2012

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Mercer Middle School in Aldie, Virginia,
which recently finished a winter food drive.

As a result of this, Mercer students were
able to donate 600 pounds of food to Loudoun
Interfaith Relief, the largest food pantry in
Loudoun County. | sincerely appreciate their
efforts to address the serious challenge of
hunger in our community.

As hard as it may be for some to believe,
families are going hungry in Fairfax and
Loudoun counties in northern Virginia. | have
been meeting with the local food banks and
pantries on a regular basis for the past several
years and they all tell me demand is at an all-
time high. In fact, families who used to regu-
larly donate to some food pantries are now
coming to receive food. One local pantry actu-
ally closed for several days last fall because
its shelves were bare.

On March 23, | attended a wonderful event
at Mercer where the students presented the
food donations to Loudoun Interfaith Relief. |
was impressed by their hard work and their
service to their community. This service
project could not have been possible without
the support of Principal John Duellman and
PTA President Karen Goodwin.

| congratulate all the students, teachers and
parents who participated in Mercer Middle
School’s winter food drive.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC
SERVICE OF LARRY LAVENDAR

HON. SPENCER BACHUS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 28, 2012

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, Members of
Congress are only as effective as the loyal
staff members who serve them. Our staff pro-
fessionals are public servants every bit as
much as those of us who have been elected.
Motivated to work for the common good, they
perform their jobs without fanfare and fre-
quently stay on the job late nights and week-
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ends to help develop solutions to the chal-
lenges facing our people and country. This
House could not function without these highly
talented and dedicated individuals, and it has
been my privilege to have had one of the best
at my side in Larry Lavender. As he departs
from my office after many years of loyal serv-
ice, | want to publicly recognize and thank
Larry for his wise counsel, frank advice, and
friendship. When Larry agreed to be my Chief
of Staff when | was first elected to the House,
he brought experience as a businessman and
top administrator in the city government of my
native Birmingham, Alabama. He shared my
ethic that the purpose of our office was to pro-
vide the people of Alabama with the highest
level of representation. From the start, Larry
demonstrated a unique talent to assemble the
best staff team to achieve goals. When | was
selected to serve as Ranking Member and
then Chairman of the House Financial Serv-
ices Committee, there would be no one better
suited to serve as my staff director. Larry’s
policy, management, and leadership skills
helped us to navigate the challenges of the
deepest financial crisis to occur in the United
States since the Great Depression. During
those historic times, his sole intent was to
work to find the right answers to solve the un-
precedented issues facing our financial sector
and nation. Under highly uncertain and stress-
ful conditions, he consistently supplied wise
and reasoned counsel. Everyone who has met
Larry has been impressed by management
ability, policy and political acumen, strong be-
lief in principle, and above all his modesty and
integrity. Just as important to Larry, he is a
devoted husband, father, and Marine. His chil-
dren Rachel and Jacob are rightfully proud of
him, and we know that his lovely wife Kathryn
and young son Harrison Clay have brought a
special new joy to his life at home. For being
a trusted and valued adviser to both experi-
enced and new House Members, a mentor to
countless staffers, and a loyal friend to me, it
is with appreciation and gratitude that | take
this opportunity to permanently commemorate
Larry Lavender’s service to the people of Ala-
bama and America.

WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH
HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 28, 2012

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, in 1987, Congress declared March to serve
as “Women’s History Month,” in efforts to ac-
knowledge the important role women have
played in shaping America. In honor of this oc-
casion, | would like to recognize the leader-
ship of County Councilwoman Joyce
Dickerson, my good friend, who has proudly
been serving the constituents of the Second
District in Richland County, South Carolina,
since January 2005. Councilwoman Dickerson
is committed to creating economic develop-
ment opportunities and growing relationships
between constituents and elected leaders in
South Carolina. As President-elect of the Na-
tional Foundation for Women Legislators and
the incoming Chair, | commend Joyce
Dickerson for her efforts to empower elected
women in South Carolina and across this
great Nation.
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A TRIBUTE TO DIANE GIN, 29TH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
WOMAN OF THE YEAR—2012

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 28, 2012

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year
during the month of March, we pay special
tribute to the accomplishments made by our
Nation’s most distinguished women.

| stand today to pay tribute to Diane Gin of
Monterey Park, California. Not only has Diane
raised an incredible and successful extended
family, she has also dedicated her life to im-
proving the lives of the families around her.
Diane grew up in Los Angeles, and attended
California State University, Los Angeles,
where she graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
in Child Development. Since then, she has
amassed an astounding thirty-five years of ex-
perience in the classroom, and is currently a
4th grade teacher in the City of South Gate at
State Street Elementary School.

Ms. Gin has proven herself to be a leader
outside of her own classroom, exemplifying a
true dedication to improving the lives of our
youth. She has served as President of the
Mark Keppel High School PTSA, and Presi-
dent of the Alhambra PTA Council for the Al-
hambra Unified School District, and continues
to serve the PTA Council as chair of the
scholarship committee, although she has no
children presently attending school. In addi-
tion, Diane has served as the parent coordi-
nator for the Orange County Dance Associa-
tion.

Today, Ms. Gin serves as President of the
United Methodist Women at the Monterey
Park Shepherd of the Hills United Methodist
Church. She has chaired the Staff Parish Re-
lations Committee and educational program,
and currently teaches a Friday night youth
group and Sunday school. Diane is also the
Past President of the United Methodist
Women of the Pasadena District, and has
served on the Staff Parish Relations Com-
mittee for the District Superintendent of the
Pasadena District.

Diane continues to reach out to our youth,
serving as a Girl Scout troop leader for 25
years, where she currently sits on the Gold
Award Review Committee, which interviews
applicants for the Gold Award.

| ask all Members to join me today in hon-
oring an outstanding woman of California’s
29th Congressional District, Diane Gin, for her
exceptional service to the community and to
our Nation’s children.

———

TO EXPAND THE DEFINITION OF
HOMELESS FOR VETERANS

HON. JANICE HAHN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 28, 2012

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, no veteran should
ever experience homelessness. | don’t have to
tell anyone in this body that this, unfortunately,
is not the case. According to a point-in-time
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