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apart from his peers. From his time as a heli-
copter repairman in an Aviation Battalion serv-
ing in peacetime and in combat, to his cap-
stone assignment as the Command Sergeant
Major of the U.S. Army Aviation and Missile
Command, Command Sergeant Major Yates
was recognized with the same superlative by
every Commander—the best maintenance
Non-Commissioned Officer with whom they
have ever served.

Command Sergeant Major Yates served our
Nation for over 3 decades, at all levels of
leadership which allowed him to capitalize on
his talents and abilities to serve Soldiers, his
unit, the Army and his country at every oppor-
tunity. He is truly a selfless servant, caring
only about the welfare of others and never
seeking accolades for himself. He dem-
onstrated the capacity to be a transformative
leader in an organization even when he was
new to the unit and the mission. In the execu-
tion of his duties, he was recognized for his
unequalled ability to diagnose maintenance
problems and determine repair requirements.

Command Sergeant Major Yates first dem-
onstrated his ability to lead an organization in
combat while assigned as First Sergeant in
Task Force 118, a ground-breaking special
operations aviation unit, during Operation
Prime Chance. Operation Prime Chance was
a United States Special Operations Command
operation intended to protect U.S. flagged oil
tankers from Iranian attack during the Iran-Iraq
War. This operation pioneered the first use of
O0H58D Helicopters in ship board based com-
bat operations.

During his Divisional assignments, he was
noted by all levels within his chain of com-
mand as the single best Aviation Maintenance
NCO with whom they had ever worked and as
the “epitome of commitment to maintenance
excellence.” One outstanding feature of CSM
Yates’ career is his constant service in the
toughest units in the Army. During his career,
CSM Yates served in the 1st Armored Divi-
sion, 1st Cavalry Division, 24th Infantry Divi-
sion, 25th Infantry Division, and the 82d Air-
borne Division. He served for 21 total years at
Fort Bragg, earning Jumpmaster Wings and
the Combat Action Badge while deploying in
support of Operations Prime Chance, Desert
Shield & Desert Storm, Enduring Freedom,
and Iraqi Freedom.

Because of his proven record in solving
strategic level problems and his unparalleled
expertise in Aviation Maintenance, Command
Sergeant Major Yates was selected by the
Commanding General of the U.S. Army Avia-
tion and Missile Command (AMCOM) to be
the AMCOM Command Sergeant Major, the
senior Aviation Maintenance NCO in the Army.
He immediately became an invaluable mem-
ber of the AMCOM team, and his leadership
in Aviation Maintenance was crucial in the or-
ganization’s support to Operation Iraqgi Free-
dom, Operation Enduring Freedom, and Oper-
ations over the Horizon (OTH).

During his tenure as AMCOM CSM, he per-
sonally worked multiple initiatives that proved
crucial to supporting Warfighters. When
AMCOM was tasked to assume the supply
and maintenance management mission at Fort
Rucker, CSM Yates assisted in identifying the
necessary green suit structure needed to
properly supervise the large force of contractor
personnel. Stated simply, if any portion of
AMCOM required senior leadership attention,
CSM Yates provided it, and always provided
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sound, timely, and well researched advice to
the three Commanding Generals he served.

In support to the Global War on Terrorism,
Command Sergeant Major Yates made mul-
tiple visits to the CENTCOM Area of Oper-
ations to assist the Combat Aviation Brigades
and the Aviation Logistics hubs. He spent
months in Iraq and Afghanistan, operating
independently and by his own initiative to pro-
vide direct support from AMCOM to the Avia-
tion Brigades. He was the eyes and ears of
the commander to the field, gathering informa-
tion on how best AMCOM could support units
in the fight. Likewise, he was the voice of the
Commanding General, ensuring standardiza-
tion to maintenance and logistics practices
across the Army, focused on the areas that
most significantly affected the Aviation Soldier.

From the individual Soldier to the highest
echelons of Army Aviation, Command Ser-
geant Major Ricky Yates demonstrated a tech-
nical prowess, unyielding devotion to the
Army’s mission, transformational leadership,
and unwavering support to the Soldier. He
reached the pinnacle of his profession, and
was truly the best Command Sergeant Major
to have ever done his job.

Therefore Mr. Speaker, | ask our colleagues
to join me in honoring Command Sergeant
Major Ricky Yates’ exceptional service, dedi-
cation and devotion to duty, leadership, and
professional competency. He exemplifies the
fine tradition of military service and reflects
great credit upon himself, the Department of
the Army, and the United States of America.
May he know that his Nation is greatly appre-
ciative of his dedication, and wishes him the
best in all his future endeavors.

———

90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
MODESTO LIONS CLUB

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 27, 2012

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and applaud the Modesto Lions
Club on their 90th Anniversary. This dedicated
service club should be commended for their
leadership.

In the early 1920’s, there were few commu-
nity service clubs; however, 43 prominent
business owners in Modesto joined to estab-
lish the first Lions Club in Stanislaus County
on March 29, 1922. This core of movers &
shakers became the ‘Booster Club’ of their fair
city, Modesto.

This hardy band supported the Salvation
Army, the Red Cross, the Boy Scouts and the
YMCA in a way never before accomplished.
The club’s membership dwindled during WWII,
but the Modesto Lions Club maintained its
stature and continued its good deeds for the
community.

The economic growth of the post-war period
allowed the Modesto Lions Club to grow and
facilitate bigger projects, such as the Modesto
High School Swimming Pool and the Mancini
Bowl Band Shell.

In 1987, the Modesto Lions Club broke so-
cial barriers by welcoming female members,
and a new era dawned as many ladies joined
the ranks.

Recently, the Modesto Lions Club com-
pleted the Modesto Lions Junction Park along
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the Virginia Trail providing shade for all who
use the trail.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in praising and
congratulating the Modesto Lions for 90 years
of community service and success.

RECOGNIZING JOSEPH ROBERTO
ON BEING NAMED THE U.S.
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRA-
TION’S JEFFREY BUTLAND FAM-
ILY-OWNED SMALL BUSINESS OF
YEAR FOR 2012

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 27, 2012

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Mr. Joseph Roberto for receiving
the U.S. Small Business Administration’s 2012
Jeffrey Butland Family-Owned Small Business
of the Year award for Guam. Joe is a founder
and manager of the family-owned East Island
Tinting, and has many years of leadership in
our island community.

In 1990, Joe and his brothers founded Is-
land Tinting to provide the people of Guam
with low-cost services for tinting vehicles as
well as residential and commercial properties.
This company served Guam for almost 20
years, and became the basis for the family’s
new venture, East Island Tinting, which was
established in 2008. Over the years, the com-
pany has increased their service to their cus-
tomers by providing more staffing and a con-
venient location to serve them. East Island
Tinting has expanded to two locations and its
services have grown from one line of auto-
motive tint film to an array of films that cater
to a diverse customer base on Guam. The
company also recently opened its newly ren-
ovated facility in East Agana, Guam, which in-
cludes custom detailing services. Further, in
2010, the company was recognized by the
Guam Small Business Development Center for
their continued success as a small business.

Joe is also an active member in our island’s
community. He has served as a volunteer soc-
cer coach for the Shipyard Wolverines soccer
club, and has helped develop hundreds of
players over the years. He also served as
Chairman of the Small Business Committee in
the Guam Contractors Association, and has
volunteered in several parent-teacher organi-
zations on Guam.

| commend Mr. Joseph Roberto for his ef-
forts in growing and expanding his family’s
business, and for receiving the SBA’s 2012
Jeffrey Butland Family-Owned Business of the
Year award. | join the people of Guam in
thanking him for his many contributions to our
community, and | wish him continued success.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 27, 2012

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, | was unex-
pectedly unable to make votes on March 26,
2012. Had | been present, | would have voted
“yes” on rollcall Vote Numbers 127, 128, 129.
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HONORING THE HEROES OF THE
FORT KENT FIRE

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 27, 2012

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the people of Fort Kent, and the sur-
rounding communities, who responded so ad-
mirably to the massive fire in downtown Fort
Kent.

In the early morning of March 25, 2012, a
massive fire erupted in Fort Kent, Maine de-
stroying several downtown buildings and dam-
aging local businesses. Although these build-
ings contained numerous apartments, there
was mercifully no loss of life. That is because
of the heroic efforts of eight local fire depart-
ments, the Fort Kent Police, and a town em-
ployee who first spotted the flames.

Tenants living on the second floor of the
Nadeau’s House of Furniture building were
evacuated with only minutes to spare as the
fire quickly spread. The heat was strong
enough to damage businesses located across
the street and melt nearby street signs. More-
over, it took thousands of gallons of water,
pumped from the St. John River, to finally
quell the flames.

The heroism of the Fort Kent Volunteer Fire
Department and fire crews from St. Agatha,
Frenchville, Madawaska, North Lakes, Eagle
Lake, St. Francois, New Brunswick and Clair,
New Brunswick cannot be overstated. Neither
can the bravery of Matt Bard who first alerted
authorities, Tony Enerva and Richard Martin of
the Fort Kent Police Department who were
among the first on the scene, the Fort Kent
Ambulance Service, or the scores of others
who helped avert an even greater tragedy.

| am grateful to the Pine Tree Chapter of
the American Red Cross and the Salvation
Army for providing such immediate relief to the
displaced families. | am also extremely heart-
ened by the outpouring of support that has
come from the Fort Kent community. Local
business leaders have already launched a
fundraising campaign to further assist those
who lost their belongings in the fire. | know
that their combined strength will bring the town
through this difficult time.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring all
the heroes who responded to the Fort Kent
fire.

———

RECOGNIZING BENJAMIN C. PABLO
ON BEING NAMED THE U.S.
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRA-
TION’S VETERAN SMALL BUSI-
NESS CHAMPION OF THE YEAR
FOR 2012

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 27, 2012

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Mr. Benjamin C. Pablo for receiv-
ing the U.S. Small Business Administration’s
2012 Veteran Small Business Champion of
the Year Award. Ben is a United States Army
veteran who served for 22 years, and is cur-
rently the Vice President and Community De-
velopment Officer at the Bank of Guam, where
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he is fondly referred to as its “veteran ambas-
sador.”

Ben has worked to create educational op-
portunities for veterans and servicemembers
interested in simplifying their finances or open-
ing up a small business. Most notably, in
2010, he helped establish the Guam Veterans
Business Outreach Center, which provides re-
sources and training workshops to veterans.
Through the outreach center, Ben consults
with local veterans on credit and lending cri-
teria and also shares his expertise in creating
and developing a successful business plan.
Further, Ben helped secure the Bank of
Guam’s ability to administer SBA Patriot Ex-
press Loans to assist veteran clients and
members of the military community in creating
or expanding their small business.

Additionally, Ben devotes his time to partici-
pating in community service activities and civic
organizations. He played an instrumental role
in helping the Vietnam Veterans of Guam
Chapter 668 in obtaining donations from the
bank and other organizations to construct the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Walls, to memori-
alize the servicemembers from Guam killed
during the Vietnam War. He also serves as
the treasurer for Catholic Social Services
(CSS) on Guam, and has been a board mem-
ber for seven years. CSS is a nonprofit organi-
zation that provides numerous services to
Guam’s most vulnerable residents, including
many veterans.

| commend Mr. Benjamin C. Pablo for work-
ing to improve veterans’ business opportuni-
ties on Guam and for being SBA’s Veteran
Small Business Champion of the Year for
2012. | join our island in thanking him for his
service to our country, and for his dedication
to sharing his financial expertise with our vet-
eran community on Guam.

RECOGNITION FOR THE PUBLIC
SERVICE OF WILLIAM F. BUNTING

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 27, 2012

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a remarkable individual, admired for his
public service and expert contributions to me-
teorology and weather forecasting, Mr. William
F. Bunting.

Mr. Bunting is an esteemed veteran of his
field. His more than 25 years of experience
has taken him across this land—from New
York City to Lansing, Ml to Norman, OK, to
Kansas City, MO, and for the last decade to
Fort Worth, TX. He has painstakingly forecast
and monitored a number of major weather
events during his time in the weather service,
including the chain of 59 tornadoes in Okla-
homa and Kansas in 1990, the Kansas City
flash flood in the fall of 1998, and the urban
tornado in downtown Fort Worth in 2000. Mr.
Bunting’s judgment and decision-making in
weather forecasting and storm damage as-
sessment has been of tremendous value in
service to the public.

Mr. Bunting has made significant contribu-
tions to research and public understanding of
severe storms. He has assembled an exten-
sive website of data to upper air soundings,
surface analyses, and weather prediction sat-
ellite imagery. He has authored many papers
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on severe storms and climatic weather, lec-
tured at more than a dozen weather warning
workshops and conducted more than 500
presentations to spotter and emergency man-
agement groups, civic organizations, busi-
nesses and schools. There is no question that
Bill Bunting has invested his knowledge and
concerns to enhance the safety of hundreds of
thousands of people.

As Meteorologist in Charge at the National
Weather Service’s forecast office in Fort
Worth, Mr. Bunting has supervised a staff of
more than 25 forecasters, technicians and
support personnel and been responsible for all
forecasts, weather advisories, watches and
warnings for 46 North Texas counties. Now,
after 10 years in Fort Worth, Mr. Bunting is
called to serve as Operations Branch Chief at
the Storm Prediction Center in Oklahoma be-
ginning in early April. We wish him well in this
new position.

It is my great privilege to recognize Mr. Bill
Bunting, Meteorologist-in-Charge at the Na-
tional Weather Service, for his commitment to
people’s safety, his dedication to the study
and understanding of meteorology and for his
service to the many citizens whose lives have
been saved by being forewarned by his fore-
casts.

HONORING MS. PHILLIS OETERS
HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 27, 2012

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, in recogni-
tion of Women’s History month | rise today to
honor Ms. Phillis Oeters, an outstanding indi-
vidual who has continuously supported the
South Florida community.

Ms. Oeters currently serves as the Cor-
porate Vice President of Government and
Community Relations for Baptist Health South
Florida, the largest not-for-profit healthcare or-
ganization in the region. As Corporate Vice
President, Ms. Oeters is responsible for stra-
tegic planning of government and community
relations, developing a state and federal legis-
lative agenda consisting of health-care fund-
ing, insurance regulation, and general health
policy development.

Additionally, Ms. Oeters serves on many
community boards including the Greater Miami
Chamber of Commerce, where she will as-
sume the position of Chairman in June 2012.
She also serves on the boards of Beacon
Council, United Way, Nat Moore Foundation,
Orange Bowl, among many others. From 2003
to 2008, she was Chairman of the Board of
the Neurologically Injured Compensation Fund
for the State of Florida, a billion dollar fund re-
sponsible for caring for children injured at
birth. Ms. Oeters is a founding member and
former Chairman of the President’s Council of
100 for Florida International University.

Ms. Oeters has been a long-time supporter
of the American Red Cross and was Chairman
of the Board for Greater Miami and the Keys
Chapter for three years. Amongst her count-
less duties she has chaired the Spectrum
Awards for Women since 1997. She was re-
cently recognized for her community service
by receiving “The Champion of Fundraising
Award” and “Building our Community Humani-
tarian of the Year Award” from the March of
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