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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the village of Sainte Marie, lllinois, upon
its 175th anniversary.

Sainte Marie was founded in 1837 by immi-
grants from eastern France. They were a
group of several related families, who, fearful
of outside influences on the Church, decided
to establish a colony in America, where they
might practice their religion as they saw fit. To
this end, they elected to send one of their chil-
dren, Joseph Picquet, to find a suitable place
for their settlement. At the time, Picquet was
only 19 years old, but he was wise beyond his
years.

After arriving in America in 1835, Picquet
lived briefly in Philadelphia, learning the lan-
guage and local customs. He then spent most
of 1836 exploring America and her vast wilder-
ness. After extensive travel, he settled on a lo-
cation for the colony in southern lllinois on the
Embarras River, not far from Vincennes, Indi-
ana. He chose the site for its untapped re-
sources and the strong French presence in
the area.

Having found the site for the colony, Picquet
then returned home to collect his family, and
in June of 1837, Picquet and 24 of his rel-
atives arrived in what would become the vil-
lage of Sainte Marie. While preparing their set-
tlement, they stayed on a nearby farm, and
their construction efforts were blessed by Fa-
ther Stephen Theodore Badin, the first priest
to be ordained in the United States.

On October 28, 1837, Picquet and the other
settlers took possession of the land, which
they dedicated to the Virgin Mary. They called
it a Colonie des Freres, since they were all re-
lated by either blood or marriage. Largely due
to Picquet’s efforts, the colony quickly grew
and became a cultural center for the region. It
soon had such facilities as a saw mill, a post
office, a church, a free school, and even a rail-
road station. The settlement was renamed
Sainte Marie, retaining the spelling of their
French heritage, and in 1865 Sainte Marie
was officially chartered by the State of lllinois.

Today Sainte Marie remains a charming
rural community which teaches strong morals
and family values. Its citizens are proud of
their town and its history, as well as the many
businessmen and professionals it has pro-
duced. This summer the people of Sainte
Marie will honor the town’s history and its citi-
zens with its Quartoseptcentennial Celebra-
tion. In recognition of this momentous occa-
sion, | ask my fellow members of this House
to join with me as | wish them success in their
upcoming festivities and in the years to come.

——————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE GIRL
SCOUTS

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today,
during Women’s History Month, to commemo-
rate the 100th anniversary of the Girl Scouts
of the United States of America.
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Girls Scouts of America was founded in
1912 in Savannah, Georgia. Savannah native
Juliette “Daisy” Gordon Low started a regular
meeting for local girls to provide them with the
opportunity to achieve great physical, intellec-
tual, and spiritual success.

For 100 years, Girl Scout chapters across
the United States have helped millions of girls
grow into women of courage, confidence, and
character. Girl Scouts of America has several
award-winning programs that encourage girls
to discover themselves and their values, con-
nect with their communities, and take action to
make the world a better place. Traditions such
as the Girl Scout Gold Award challenge girls
to make a measurable and sustainable dif-
ference in their community by assessing
needs, designing solutions, and organizing re-
sources to sustain the project.

The impact of Girl Scouts of America pro-
grams is not limited to our local communities.
Specialized learning programs centered on
science, technology, engineering, and math in-
crease the education of young women in
these important fields. The Girl Scout Re-
search Institute performs research that pro-
vides significant insight into the lives of today’s
girls and young women.

Today, more than 50 million American
women are Girl Scout alumnae, and 3.3 mil-
lion girls and volunteers are active members in
Girl Scouts of America. In the Central Valley
of California, over 12,000 girls ranging in age
from kindergarten to high school are Girl
Scouts.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in applauding
the Girl Scouts of the United States of Amer-
ica for 100 years of leadership in the lives of
girls and young women and congratulating the
organization on its centennial celebration.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JESSE L. JACKSON, JR.

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. JACKSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, March 19, Tuesday, March 20,
Wednesday, March 21, and Thursday, March
22, 2012, | was unavoidably detained for per-
sonal reasons, and missed a series of re-
corded votes. The votes included, H.R. 3992,
to allow otherwise eligible Israeli nationals to
receive E—2 nonimmigrant visas if similarly sit-
uated United States nationals are eligible for
similar nonimmigrant status in Israel; H.R.
2087, to remove restrictions from a parcel of
land situated in the Atlantic District, Accomack
County, Virginia; H.R. 5, to improve patient ac-
cess to health care services and provide im-
proved medical care by reducing the exces-
sive burden the liability system places on the
health care delivery system, among others.

If present, | would have recorded my votes
as follows: on March 19, “yea” on rolicall vote
111; on Tuesday, March 20, “nay” on rollcall
vote 112, “nay” on rolicall vote 113, “yea” on
rolicall vote 114, “yea” on rolicall vote 115,
“yea” on rollcall vote 116, and “nay” on roll-
call vote 117; on Wednesday, March 22, “nay”
on rolicall vote 118, “nay” on rollcall vote 119,
“yea” on rollcall vote 120, “nay” on rolicall
vote 121; on Thursday, March 22, “nay” on
rolicall vote 122, “yea” on rollcall vote 123,
“nay” on rollcall vote 124, “yea” on roll vote
125, and “nay” on rollcall vote 126.
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HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE MARIANAS
VARIEY NEWS & VIEWS

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO
SABLAN

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, forty years ago,
on March 16, 1972, a local couple in the
Northern Mariana Islands, Abed E. Younis and
Maria Paz Castro Younis, wrote, edited, print-
ed, and distributed the first issue of the Mari-
anas Variety News & Views. So began the life
of what is now the oldest local newspaper in
our islands—on a table-top printer in a small
commercial space they called Younis Art Stu-
dio.

The Variety, as the paper is now more suc-
cinctly known, still provides its readers with
extensive local news and views. It also carries
reports of the region, the United States and
the world, as well as interesting and in-depth
feature stories. The Variety includes a
thought-provoking opinion section, where the
public can air its views, and where the Variety
itself regularly takes an editorial stand on the
issues of current political, social, and eco-
nomic import in the islands. Always, though,
the Variety is a publication independent at
heart without ties to business or political inter-
ests. The mission it serves is to deliver the lat-
est news to our community in a fair and even-
handed manner.

These days, the “community” served by the
Variety has expanded beyond the shores of
the Northern Marianas. The paper is published
and circulated each Monday through Friday in
the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, Palau,
and the Federated States of Micronesia. There
are print subscribers far and wide: in the
South Pacific, the Philippines, Hawaii, Japan,
and the mainland U.S. And the Variety’s wide-
ly-viewed website, www.mvariety.com,
reaches an even more extensive audience
and allows its readers to content with com-
ments about the published stories and issues
of concern and to interact with one another
and share ideas in a forum that is constantly
expanding.

The Variety is a member of the Associated
Press, Reuters, and the Pacific Island News
Association and has received a number of no-
table awards including “Best Newspaper,”
“Best Editorial Writing ,” and “Best News Pho-
tography” from the Society of Professional
Journalists—NMI Chapter, an NMI Humanities
Award for Outstanding Contributions to Jour-
nalism, Best Online Edition of a Pacific Island
Newspaper, and an Environmental Achieve-
ment Award from the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

Over the years, the Variety has been a
strong community partner, donating to and as-
sisting numerous non-profit organizations,
events, and activities, as well as creating com-
munity projects such as its own School News-
paper Program, through which elementary and
high school students learn about the news
trade by publishing their own school news-
papers. The Variety also offers great on-the-
job training opportunities, including annual in-
ternships for individuals interested in jour-
nalism, graphic arts, marketing and sales, web
press technique, and other aspects of pub-
lishing.
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As the newspaper has expanded physically
and geographically, so too has the Younis
family’s involvement in day-to-day operations.
All six of Abed and Paz’s children—Banny,
Laila, Farah, Amier, Suaad, and Salam—grew
up around and matured with the Variety.
Today, three of those children have followed
their parents’ footsteps into the newspaper
business. Laila Younis Boyer is now the presi-
dent of the local corporation, while her brother
Amier serves as the publisher of the news-
paper’s sister edition on Guam and their broth-
er Salam is the operations manager of the
Saipan office.

Please join me in congratulating Abed and
Paz Younis, their family, and all of their past
and current employees and colleagues at the
Marianas Variety News & Views for the news-
paper’s forty years as an important provider of
local, regional, and international news, a
strong community partner, and a successful
member of the business community in the
Northern Mariana Islands.

———

PROTECTING ACCESS TO
HEALTHCARE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 21, 2012

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5) to improve pa-
tient access to health care services and pro-
vide improved medical care by reducing the
excessive burden the liability system places
on the health care delivery system:

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Chair, | rise today to speak
in opposition to the Protecting Access to
Healthcare Act.

The Protecting Access to Healthcare Act is
a wolf in sheep’s clothing. Unfortunately, this
bill is a blatant attempt to protect the profits of
special interests and restrict the rights of pa-
tients. The facts are right on the pages in
black and white. H.R. 5 reduces access to
courts for individuals injured by medical neg-
ligence like removing the wrong leg, faulty
medical devices or dangerous drugs. It im-
poses a one size fits all approach on the dam-
ages in medical negligence cases and goes
further than any state law in place today.

In fact, H.R. 5 includes provisions that vio-
late States’ rights by mandating a federal cap
on all fifty states for medical liability. By includ-
ing this poison pill, the House Republicans
have prevented consensus in the House on
changes to the Independent Payment Advisory
Board. The American people want Congress
to focus on commonsense, bipartisan legisla-
tion, but the House Republicans refuse. It ap-
pears some Members on the other side of the
aisle won't stop until they abolish healthcare
for all people, and especially low-income indi-
viduals, women and seniors. They can try to
hide behind any piece of legislation they want,
but they can’t hide from the facts: their goal is
to end the Medicare guarantee and increase
costs for seniors.

| will continue to urge my Republican col-
leagues to stop their war on women and sen-
iors, | will continue to protect quality
healthcare for Americans and | will continue to
push for compromise in the House of Rep-
resentatives.
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PROTECTING ACCESS TO
HEALTHCARE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2012

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5) to improve pa-
tient access to health care services and pro-
vide improved medical care by reducing the
excessive burden the liability system places
on the health care delivery system:

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, | rise in oppo-
sition to this bill because it is a misguided at-
tempt at scoring political point that combines
two bad policies and puts them into one piece
of legislation. First, it is obvious that the
House Republican leadership has brought this
bill to the floor the day after introducing their
budget in an attempt to distract American sen-
iors from the damaging effects it would have
on Medicare. That budget proposes to end the
Medicare guarantee, and shifts the rising costs
of healthcare onto seniors and disabled indi-
viduals.

Second, let's look at the facts. Medicare
costs already grow at a slower rate than the
private insurance industry. We took a huge
step in strengthening Medicare and the overall
health system in the Affordable Care Act
(ACA), which includes virtually every cost con-
tainment provision recommended by health
care experts. The Independent Payment Advi-
sory Board (IPAB) is simply one of the tools
in the ACA to help contain costs. It is a
failsafe provision that only comes into effect if
other reforms in the ACA do not contain costs
or Congress chooses not to act to implement
new measures that would build upon the kind
of changes we made in the Affordable Care
Act. Those reforms have already begun to
lower Medicare growth rates to historically low
levels, which prompted the CBO to project that
IPAB will not even become necessary until
sometime after 2022.

Everyone here knows that IPAB is prohib-
ited by law from rationing health care, increas-
ing premiums, initiating cost-sharing, and rec-
ommending benefits cuts—and we also all
know that rationing by the insurance industry
is precisely what the Republican budget pro-
poses to do. Republican attacks on IPAB are
simply a diversion from the fact that House
Republicans want to put insurance companies
back in charge of American’s health care
choices. We should not be trying to repeal
helpful provisions of the ACA to divert atten-
tion from the larger issue: the House Repub-
lican budget and its attack on the Medicare
guarantee.

———

HONORING CAROLYN
HEBENSTREICH

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor Ms. Carolyn
Hebenstreich, Stanislaus County Veterans
Services Office Manager, who will be retiring

March 26, 2012

on March 31, 2012, after more than 22 years
of outstanding service to our veterans.

Carolyn Hebenstreich began working for the
VA Medical Center in Livermore as a student
helper in Housekeeping during the summer of
1968. In 1976, Carolyn was hired by the VA
Medical Center, VAMC, Livermore as a File
Clerk and worked her way up to Chief of Of-
fice Operations.

In 1979, Carolyn took a hiatus and worked
in the private sector for about 8 months. She
then worked at the Tracy Defense Logistic
Depot for a short time before transferring back
to VAMC Livermore. In 1985, she transferred
to VA New Orleans as the Chief of Ambulatory
Care. Her desire to return to California
prompted her transfer back to VAMC Liver-
more in February 1986, where she worked for
3 more years.

Stanislaus County hired Carolyn in June
1989, as Veterans Representative 1 for the
Veterans Services Office, VSO. When the De-
partment Head, Bud Lahr, retired in 1993, the
VSO merged with the Area Agency on Aging
to become the Stanislaus County Department
of Aging and Veterans Services.

Carolyn was appointed to be the lead per-
son for the VSO. She served in this capacity
from 1993 until 2001, when she was promoted
to Manager of the VSO.

Ms. Hebenstreich is accredited by the fol-
lowing organizations: American Legion, Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars, Disabled American
Veterans, Military Order of the Purple Heart,
California Department of Veteran Affairs, and
the National Association of County Veterans
Services Officers.

In addition, Carolyn has served on various
committees over the years for the California
Association of County Veterans Services Offi-
cers and served on the Executive Committee
for 2 years. She has helped organize the An-
nual Veterans Day Parades and Veterans
Award Ceremonies since 1994, and has
worked with the local veterans organizations
on an ongoing basis.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and
commending Carolyn Hebenstreich, Stanislaus
County Veterans Services Office Manager, for
her numerous years of selfless service to the
betterment of our community.

————

ON THE PASSING OF MS. ADA
SHARPTON

HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 26, 2012

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the citizens of the Third Congressional
District of Florida, | want to express my condo-
lences on the passing of Ms. Ada Sharpton on
Thursday, March 23, 2012, in Dothan, Ala-
bama. My thoughts and prayers go out to the
family and friends of this loving and devoted
mother.

With great reverence, | add my voice to the
chorus of praises and sincere appreciation for
the lifetime works and experience of this ex-
tremely passionate and loving soul, inspiration,
and friend to all. Few people have the oppor-
tunity to influence so many in their life. All who
came into contact with Ada were especially
blessed. Her intensity was born of love, her in-
sistence was driven by her determination to
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