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chapters. When The ARC was founded, there
were few programs and services for the spe-
cial needs population it served, and in fact
many were institutionalized at the state institu-
tions of Pennhurst and Embreeville. The
founders of The ARC defied the conventional
wisdom of the time by advocating and working
for public education and community inclusion
for their children.

The only group in Chester County whose
services are completely community-based,
The ARC of Chester County has celebrated
many significant firsts in its illustrious 60 year
history. It is responsible for the first sheltered
workshop in Chester County, the first commu-
nity-based classrooms for children with devel-
opmental or intellectual disabilities, the first
and only recreation program of its kind in
Chester County for folks with such disabilities,
the first organization in Pennsylvania to advo-
cate for public education for children with spe-
cial disabilities, the first group home in Penn-
sylvania, and the first community-based job
coaching and employment program.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me today in congratulating The ARC of Ches-
ter County on the occasion of its 60th anniver-
sary and to extend best wishes for the agen-
cy’s continuing work to meet the needs of the
community through the 21st century and be-
yond.

HONORING JOSH HURLBERT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2012

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Josh Hurlbert for
his dedicated service over the past three
years as a member of my staff. Josh will be
leaving my staff to pursue his dream of serv-
ing the people of Missouri in elected office.

Josh has been an invaluable part of my of-
fice. His was the first voice that many constitu-
ents heard when they called my office. Josh
gave them the information they asked for
whether it was information about a bill, a way
to contact a government agency or if the latest
email going around was true. He also worked
with the people of Clinton, Caldwell and
Daviess Counties to make sure their voices
were heard in Washington.

Josh also cheerfully took on additional office
duties or tasks without being asked. His pro-
fessionalism and dedication to serving my
constituents was a great example of how gov-
ernment should work.

While | am losing a valuable member of my
team, | am excited for Josh to begin the next
chapter of his career in public service. He
knows that the best way to truly represent
someone is to listen to their ideas and their
concerns. Josh will be a voice for common
sense and limited government the rest of his
life.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Josh Hurlbert for his service to
the people of the Sixth Congressional District.
I, and the rest of my staff, wish him success
in his future endeavors.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2012

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | was
not present for rollcall votes 118-120. Had |
been present, | would have voted “no” on
#118, “no” on #119, and “yes” on #120.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DONALD A. MANZULLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2012

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, | missed
votes this week because of the primary elec-
tion in lllinois. If | had been here, | would have
voted “Yea” on Rollcall No. 111; “Yea” on
Rollcall No. 112; “Yea” on Rollcall No. 113;
“Yea” on Rollcall No. 114; “Nay” on Rollcall
No. 115; “Nay” on Rollcall No. 116; “Yea” on
Rollcall No. 117; “Yea” on Rollcall No. 118;
“Yea” on Rollcall No. 119; “Yea” on Rollcall
No. 120; “Yea” on Rollcall No. 121; “Yea” on
Rollcall No. 122; “Nay” on Rollcall No.123;
“Yea” on Rollcall No. 124; “Nay” on Rollcall
No. 125; “Yea” on Rollcall No. 126.

———

A TRIBUTE TO DUANE AND
PATRICIA OHLRICH

HON. ADRIAN SMITH

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2012

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor two distinguished Nebraskans,
Duane and Patricia Ohlrich of Columbus. Their
company, Industrial Systems & Supply, Inc.,
was named the Nebraska Small Business of
the Year for 2012 by the U.S. Small Business
Administration.

Small businesses like theirs are the engine
of our economy. Over their more than 20
years in business together, Duane and Patri-
cia built their company from $391,000 in sales
to nearly $6 million in 2011. All the while, they
successfully expanded their business into ad-
ditional products to account for the changing
economic climate.

Duane and Patricia’s success didn't just
stop with their business—they also gave back
to their community. Among the many exam-
ples of their generosity was their collaboration
with other Columbus area small businesses to
provide seed money for Central Community
College’s entrepreneurship program, which of-
fers workshops, seminars and other events to
educate and promote business ownership.

The success the Ohlrich’'s have earned
through their hard work and perseverance is
what the American Dream is all about. It is
stories like theirs which make both Nebraska
and our nation strong and proud. | ask my col-
leagues to join me today in congratulating
Duane and Patricia for their achievement.

March 22, 2012

SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF
OBAMACARE

HON. DOC HASTINGS

OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, March 22, 2012

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to highlight the serious state of
health care in our country as we approach the
second anniversary of ObamaCare.

When ObamaCare was drafted behind
closed doors without bipartisan input and
slammed through the legislative process in
2010, President Obama and NANCY PELOSI
promised us that this government takeover of
health care would allow people who like the
health care plan they have now to keep it.

But | and my Republican colleagues knew
better when we voted against the bill—and we
were right. In the two years since ObamaCare
was signed into law, Americans have already
experienced significant increases in premiums,
loss of choice in medical coverage, and less
access for seniors to obtain quality health
care.

In addition, Mr. Speaker, a recent report by
the Congressional Budget Office stated that as
many as 20 million Americans could lose their
employer-provided health care coverage as a
result of ObamaCare—half of who are low-
wage workers whom depend on their em-
ployer health coverage. Even the Department
of Health and Human Services admitted that
portions of the President’s health care law,
which were originally projected to lower costs,
would in fact increase taxes on hardworking
American taxpayers.

Americans deserve access to the quality
health care they need when they need it and
at a cost they can afford. Improvements must
be made, but reforms need to focus on putting
patients first and lowering costs. Lowering
costs for hardworking American taxpayers can
be achieved by expanding health care choices
and tools to help families save, making it easi-
er for small businesses to afford to offer care,
ending lawsuit abuse, and protecting the doc-
tor-patient relationship from government intru-
sion.

After several years of uncertainty and stag-
nant economic conditions, the American peo-
ple need real solutions and real results. This
cannot be achieved by budget tricks or ac-
counting gimmicks that do nothing to help
hardworking American taxpayers and only re-
sult in higher taxes and burdensome federal
government mandates.

Efficient, effective government that spends
less and serves better is the only answer to
restoring genuine accountability and faith in
our government. The House of Representa-
tives has voted 25 times to repeal, defund or
dismantle this law. It is my hope that before
the next anniversary of ObamaCare, the Sen-
ate and President will join the House to repeal
this trillion-dollar government takeover of
health care and work on real reforms that
lower costs for the American people.
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MARKING THE 9TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE START OF THE IRAQ WAR

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 22, 2012

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to mark the 9th anniversary of the start of the
Irag War. Nine years ago this month, mem-
bers of the U.S. Armed Forces invaded Iraq in
what became one of the bloodiest and most
protracted missions in our military’s history.
Today, our country is still paying the extraor-
dinary price for the nine years in Iraq, both in
terms of lives lost and trillions of dollars that
could have gone toward nation building here
at home.

For many veterans, coming home marks the
beginning of another fight—fight for treatment,
care, and integration into civilian life. Invisible
wounds of war, such as post-traumatic stress
disorder, affect one in five veterans returning
from Iraq and Afghanistan.

Mr. Speaker, | also submit an article by Jon
Soltz, a former Irag War veteran, on the need
for my colleagues on the other side of the
aisle to own up to the promise to care for vet-
erans instead of paying lip service. The title of
his article, “GOP Budget Doesn't Even Say
The Word ‘Veteran,’” speaks for itself.

[Published in the Huffington Post, Mar. 22,
2012]
GOP BUDGET DOESN’'T EVEN SAY THE WORD
“VETERAN’’

(By Jon Soltz, Co-Founder of VoteVets.org
and Iraq War veteran)

Do Republicans care about keeping our
promise to veterans?

Looking at the recently released GOP
budget, written by Rep. Paul Ryan, it’s hard
to see how they do. In fact, looking at the
nearly 100 page document, the word ‘‘vet-
eran’’ doesn’t appear once. Not once.

Today is the 9th anniversary of the start of
the Iraq War. Last night, I spoke with some-
one who served with me in Iraq during my
first tour. And for the first time in almost
nine years, she wanted to talk to me about
an incident where she drove through an IED
and a soldier was killed. It was a profound
moment that shows how war and sacrifice
stay with us, always. For those of us who
served, in many ways, yesterday is today.
And today, we read that the GOP doesn’t
even talk about veterans in their budget.

But, without saying the word ‘‘veteran,”
the budget tells us a lot about what they
think about veterans. The budget calls for
across the board spending freezes and cuts. If
enacted, the Ryan GOP budget would cut $11
billion from veterans spending, or 13 percent
from what President Obama proposes in his
own plan.

It’s unconscionable that they’d do this at a
time when so many Iraq veterans have just
come home and rely on veterans care. Over
45,000 US troops were wounded in Irag and
Afghanistan, and more will come who will
rely on VA services, on top of veterans of
other wars and eras who depend on the VA.
But, this shortsightedness isn’t new.

Back in 2005, President Bush underfunded
the Department of Veterans Affairs by about
a billion dollars, despite its need. The result?
Secretary Jim Nicholson was forced to crawl
before Congress and plead with it to pass
emergency supplemental spending, just so it
could keep the doors open. After that deba-
cle, I have to admit, I never thought Repub-
licans would do the same thing again, if for
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no other reason than that it just looks bad
politically, leaving aside the horrible effect
it would have on veterans in need.

Additionally, after the backlash against
ending Medicare the last time Paul Ryan re-
leased a budget, they’'re at it again. That,
too, affects veterans. I was speaking with
one veteran in Missouri, who lost both of his
legs in Iraq. His entire primary care now re-
lies on Medicare. It pays for all of his pri-
mary care, as it does for so many veterans
with 100 percent disability. So, no, I couldn’t
believe that Paul Ryan and the GOP would
again propose ending Medicare.

Yet, here we are. A budget from the GOP
that short changes veterans, horribly. And
where does that money go? Not to reducing
the debt. The debt as a share of GDP would
actually increase under the Ryan plan. The
money doesn’t go towards anything, really.
But it does go towards some people. As in $3
trillion in tax giveaways to the richest
Americans and corporations. People like
Mitt Romney, who already pays a tax rate
lower than most of our troops.

That’s the choice the Ryan plan presents
to America—do we want to fund the wealthi-
est Americans and corporations, or keep our
promise to our veterans? Ryan and the GOP
say the former. I can’t believe that most
Americans wouldn’t say the latter.

—————

PROTECTING ACCESS TO
HEALTHCARE ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2012

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5) to improve pa-
tient access to health care services and pro-
vide improved medical care by reducing the
excessive burden the liability system places
on the health care delivery system:

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Chair, this week we cele-
brate the 2nd anniversary of the Affordable
Care Act.

The Affordable Care Act is designed to fix
so many of the things that ail our health care
system and burden everyday families. The
new law has already had a major impact on
families in Hawaii.

Senior citizens in Hawaii now have some re-
lief from the high cost of prescription drugs. In
2010, over 24,000 people with Medicare in
Hawaii received tax rebates to cover prescrip-
tion drug costs.

One senior from Waimea on Hawaii Island
told me her $250 Medicare rebate check was
“a blessing” in these tough economic times.
She was able to use that money to pay for her
other medical bills.

In 2011, more than 21,000 people in Hawaii
with Medicare saved close to $7 million on
prescription drugs. The ‘“donut hole” gap in
coverage will be closed by 2020.

A mother in Kailua told me that because of
the Affordable Care Act, she could now add
her 21 year-old son and 24 year-old daughter
to her work-sponsored insurance plan.

These are just two of the over 5,000 Hawaii
young adults who can now stay on their par-
ents’ plan until age 26. This Kailua family is
now using the thousands of dollars saved on
health insurance each year for other house-
hold needs, including paying down past med-
ical debt.
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The old saying is true, that “an ounce of
prevention is worth a pound of cure.” Preven-
tive services like mammograms,
colonoscopies, and wellness visits can detect
problems early and prevent higher costs later.

Thanks to the Affordable Care Act, nearly all
210,000 Hawaii people with Medicare can now
get preventive services without a co-pay or
deductible. In addition, 240,000 people in Ha-
waii with private insurance are now eligible for
preventive services—including women’s health
services such as domestic violence screenings
and contraception—without a co-pay or de-
ductible.

The Hawaii Prepaid Health Care Act already
covers employees who work for more than 20
hours per week. As a result, a large percent-
age of our people can get the healthcare they
need to stay healthy. We have a low rate of
uninsured. And that saves all of us money.

This is why | fought hard to preserve the
Hawaii Prepaid Health Care Act in the House
bill. | offered an amendment to preserve Ha-
waii's law and defended my amendment in
committee, convincing my colleagues to sup-
port my amendment. Then, all of us in the del-
egation worked together to make sure the final
Affordable Care Act law maintained Hawaii's
law.

Because of Hawaii's Prepaid Health Care
Act, most employers in Hawaii already provide
health coverage. The Affordable Care Act
makes it easier for Hawaii small businesses
by providing tax rebates to help pay for health
care costs. Nearly 29,000 Hawaii businesses
are eligible for tax credits under the law.

Today | also met with leaders from eight of
Hawaii’'s Community Health Centers. The Af-
fordable Care Act helps fund these 73 health
center sites that serve our highest-need rural
and underserved communities, especially on
the Neighbor Islands and rural Oahu. These
health centers care for over 130,000 people
and provide nearly 1,300 jobs throughout the
state. The message these health leaders
shared with me today is that the Affordable
Care Act has made a positive difference in the
lives of so many.

Given how much the Affordable Care Act is
already helping Hawaii, it is unfortunate that
some in Congress want to repeal it. Because
they can’t repeal the law all at once, they have
continued to try to de-fund the law or repeal
one piece at a time.

Today we’re seeing another example of this,
with H.R. 5. This bill would repeal the law’s
Independent Payment Advisory Board, also
known as the IPAB.

This board is a panel of experts that will
make recommendations so taxpayers aren’t
paying for unnecessary Medicare procedures.
This will save taxpayers billions of dollars,
while protecting Medicare patients. The board
would not be allowed to recommend any cuts
to reimbursement rates that ration or harm pa-
tient care. Congress would vote on the board’'s
recommendations, or come up with an alter-
native that reduces cost growth by more.

In fact, because the Affordable Care Act has
already reduced the growth in Medicare costs,
the Board’s recommendations wouldn’t even
be triggered until 2022 at the earliest.

| have heard from some medical providers
in Hawaii who are worried the IPAB will rec-
ommend cuts to their specialty. These pro-
viders say they might choose not to see Medi-
care patients. | can understand their concerns,
but here’s the thing: Medicare costs are going
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