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Fred’s wisdom and energy instilled in his
employees the desire and will to achieve well
beyond expectations. He regarded his employ-
ees so highly that he never missed an oppor-
tunity to let them know they were his stars and
rewarded them with company trips all around
the world.

The charitable contributions Fred so quietly
contributed to his local community, the inter-
national community, and his beloved church
are too numerous to mention.

Fred will be greatly missed by his family,
colleagues, friends, and all of the lives that he
touched with his loyalty, compassion, gen-
erosity and humor.

Mr. Speaker and fellow colleagues, please
join me in remembering my dear friend, Fred
Giorgi.

———

TRIBUTE TO CHAIRMAN LARRY
HYLAND AND THE SENIOR CITI-
ZENS LEAGUE BOARD OF TRUST-
EES

HON. MIKE McINTYRE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2012

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, | am here to
congratulate Larry Hyland, the Chairman of
The Senior Citizens League (TSCL) and its
Board of Trustee members for their work in
educating the public and Congress about
issues of utmost importance to America’s sen-
iors. The Senior Citizens League represents
over 1 million members nationwide and 3,844
in my Congressional district.

The Senior Citizens league is a non-profit,
non-partisan organization headquartered in Al-
exandria, Virginia, that strives to educate mil-
lions of seniors and Members of Congress
through senior faxes, e-alerts, Public Service
Announcements, newspapers ads, direct mail,
and publications such as a monthly news-
letter—The Advisor.

Five members of The Retired Enlisted Asso-
ciation (TREA) work tirelessly for The Senior
Citizens League as non-paid volunteers to
help our most elderly and low income seniors:
TSCL Chairman Larry Hyland, Vice Chairman
Thomas O’Connell, Treasurer Edward Cates,
Secretary Charlie Flowers, and PAC Treasurer
Michael Gales. In addition, TREA Liaison Ar-
thur Cooper and Past TSCL Chairman Daniel
O’Connell also serve on the Board of Trust-
ees.

Chairman Larry Hyland retired from the U.S.
Air Force as a senior master sergeant. During
the Vietnam War era, Hyland was an aircraft
crew chief flying on missions into and out of
Vietnam and flew in the evacuations of 1975.
After active duty, he launched a small busi-
ness and later entered Federal civil service
working for 16 years before retiring from the
office of the Air Force Director of Operations,
Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations, Plans
and Requirements, Headquarters U.S. Air
Force, Washington DC.

Vice Chairman Thomas O’Connell served in
the U.S. Army including service as Division
Logistics NCO. His experiences as a high
school teacher, author, and librarian have fa-
cilitated his work on the TSCL Board of Trust-
ees. He participates in many local community
organizations in Westerly, RI.

Treasurer Edward Cates served in the U.S.
Army National Guard, U.S. Air Force from
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1965 to 1996. He serves as the principal fi-
nancial officer for TSCL and also as the
Treasurer of the TREA Memorial Foundation.
Cates is 1st Vice President of TREA Chapter
1 in Colorado Springs, CO.

Secretary Charlie Flowers served in the
U.S. Air Force for over 21 years. He has
served as the National President of TREA.
Also, he served on the TREA National Board
as a Director and as National Parliamentarian.
He resides in Denver, CO.

Michael Gales served in the U.S. military for
27 years and is a lifetime member of TREA
since 1988. He is active in his community and
he serves as President of the Patterson Ave-
nue Improvement Association in Baltimore,
MD.

TREA Liaison Arthur Cooper served in the
U.S. Army for over 20 years, completing his
last tour as a Department of Nursing Edu-
cation NCOIC. He currently serves as the Na-
tional President of TREA. Cooper resides in
Gambrills, MD.

Immediate Past TSCL Chairman Daniel
O’Connell served in the U.S. Air Force for 29
years, retiring as a chief master sergeant. His
U.S. Air Force career included service as the
Training NCO for the Queens College ROTC
Program. O’Connell also worked in protocol at
the Air Force Space Command in Colorado
Springs where he retired as Director of Pro-
tocol.

The TSCL Board visits Capitol Hill in Wash-
ington several times a year to personally meet
with Members of the U.S. House and Senate
to consult with them about seniors’ issues.
TSCL is especially interested in Social Secu-
rity remaining solvent and preserved for future
generations.

Under the leadership of Chairman Larry
Hyland, The Senior Citizens League has strict-
ly adhered to its non-partisan status. Most no-
tably, Chairman Hyland has guided TSCL in
its movement toward a more broad-based and
multi-issue organization. TSCL has become a
leader on issues such as U.S.-Mexico Total-
ization (via FOIA documents), a Social Secu-
rity COLA to be based on a Consumer Price
Index for the Elderly, Social Security Guar-
antee, Social Security Trust Fund Lock-Box,
and Social Security Notch Fairness.

Each of the Board members has rendered
military service to their country, and each has
worked tirelessly to speak in behalf of seniors
and The Senior Citizens League. Several
Members of Congress thanked them person-
ally for showing up in their offices, saying: “we
never see representatives of some other sen-
ior groups, but your organization always visits
us.”

Their determination to assist the most wor-
thy and needy of our citizens is commendable.

HONORING TIMOTHY M.
MATTHEWS

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2012

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Timothy M. Mat-
thews. Tim is a very special young man who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 28, and
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earning the most prestigious award of Eagle
Scout.

Tim has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Tim has been involved with scout-
ing, he has not only earned numerous merit
badges, but also the respect of his family,
peers, and community. Most notably, Tim con-
tributed to his community through his Eagle
Scout project. Tim planned and constructed a
flag pole for all veterans of the United States
military and to honor their service and sac-
rifice.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Timothy M. Matthews for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

HONORING THE HONOREES OF THE
MID-MAINE CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE AWARDS

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2012

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Honorees of the 2012 Mid-
Maine Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards
Dinner. The Mid-Maine Chamber of Com-
merce serves the people and business com-
munity of the greater Waterville area, working
with the business community to strengthen
economic opportunity throughout the region
and the state.

Each year, the Mid-Maine Chamber recog-
nizes some of the outstanding businesses and
individuals that make Maine ‘“the way life
should be” for all Mainers and Maine busi-
nesses. These individuals and businesses are
committed to strengthening opportunity and
prosperity in Maine.

This year's award recipients include Gil
Pelletier, recipient of the Distinguished Com-
munity Service Award; Central Maine Dis-
posal, Business of the Year; Pamela Kick of
Pinnacle IT, Business Person of the Year; Dr.
Barbara Covey of the MaineGeneral SAFE
Program, Outstanding Professional of the
Year; the Waterville Public Library, Community
Service Project of the Year; Bruce Harrington
of the Bank of Maine, “Rising Star” Award;
and Darla Frost of Kennebec Federal Savings,
the Customer Service Stardom Award.

These recipients are among the best that
Maine has to offer. Through their leadership
and incredible commitment to their commu-
nities and the region, Maine is a better place
to live and do business.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the Mid-Maine Chamber of Commerce
and these individuals on their outstanding
service and achievement.

HONORING BAHER MICHEL
HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 21, 2012
Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to

interact with some of the brightest students in
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on




March 21, 2012

my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. |
have gained much by listening to the high
school students who are the future of this
great nation. They provide important insight
into the concerns of our younger constituents
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and |
am pleased to share these with my House col-
leagues.

Baher Michel is a senior at Clements High
School in Fort Bend County, Texas. His essay
topic is: Select an important event that has oc-
curred in the past 50 years and explain how
that event has changed our country. Baher
chose Marbury v. Madison.

The United States Supreme Court is often
a spring of controversy. With Marbury v.
Madison the Court has ‘‘judicial review”’,
power to deem any type of legislation as con-
stitutional or unconstitutional, and thus,
void. In other words, any government action
or law can be challenged, brought in front of
the Court, and whatever the Justices decide
is final. The fact that it holds such enormous
power in government but yet is comprised of
a few unelected appointed Justices is per-
plexing. How can five, nine, or even ten indi-
viduals possibly reflect the American public
opinion?

To claim that the Supreme Court is insular
if not isolated of the real world would not be
so outlandish of a claim. The fact that Jus-
tices are appointed and not elected by the
general public is one indicator of a direct de-
viation from the public’s opinion. Another is
the fact that Justices serve in the Supreme
Court for life (unless they are convicted and
impeached or they retire). Thus, while public
society and opinion may and inevitably
evolves, appointed Justices remain in power,
succeeding to not reflect nor mirror the
public’s changing opinion. Contenders might
claim that such ‘“‘insularity” is actually ben-
eficial because the Supreme Court is not de-
signed to reflect public opinion, but rather
to merely interpret the Constitution. But
then again, how can only nine people decide
on what the Document meant as it relates to
today’s cases?

While the Supreme Court does seem sov-
ereign of public opinion, it is not completely
secluded from it. A Justice appointee cannot
make it to the Court unless voted on by the
United States Senate, comprised of directly
elected senators. So in essence, Justices
should reflect public opinion not only be-
cause the elected President chooses them,
but also because the Senate confirms them.

In conclusion, it may appear undemocratic
and thus paradoxical that one of our most
powerful branches in government is com-
prised of unelected officials. However, it
must also be stated that such sovereignty
actually shields Justices from faltering with
the public’s ceaseless waves of ever-changing
beliefs, emotions, and culture.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 21, 2012

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
116, had | been present, | would have voted
“nay.”
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A TRIBUTE TO THE McCLUER
NORTH HIGH SCHOOL STARS,
WINNERS OF THE MISSOURI
CLASS 5 STATE TITLE FOR BAS-
KETBALL AND STATE CHAM-
PIONS

HON. WM. LACY CLAY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 21, 2012

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to Missouri’'s own Class 5 State Basket-

ball Champions, the McCluer North High
School Stars.
McCluer North basketball and winning

championships have become synonymous
with one another, thanks to the tireless leader-
ship of head coach Randy Reed and his group
of determined and talented young men. High
school students Alex Bluiett, Greg Brown,
Galen Brown, Terrance Bush, Damon
Clemons, Jacari Finley, Tremayne Garrett,
Jordon Granger, Dorian Holland, Keith Jones,
Mario McCoy, Bryon Ray, Zac Taylor, and
Latron Thomas are now State champions.

The Stars’ run of excellence is unparalleled.
In the past 6 years, McCluer North has won
no fewer than 3 State championships and
played for the State title 4 times, winning the
State’s most daunting district tournament 6 of
the past 7 years. This season alone, the Stars
won 26 straight games, culminating in their
heroic victory over their rivals, the Nixa Ea-
gles. Their recent victory marks a fitting end to
a season of hard work and perseverance.
Their combination of athleticism, experience,
depth, and talent proved to be more than their
most challenging competitors could handle.

Mr. Speaker, Coach Reed and the men of
the McCluer North Stars are true examples of
sportsmanship and character, and | urge my
colleagues to join me in honoring their remark-
able achievement.

———

HONORING CONTRA COSTA COUN-
TY DISTRICT 2 SUPERVISOR
GAYLE UILKEMA

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2012

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise with my colleague Congress-
man JOHN GARAMENDI to take this opportunity
to recognize and congratulate Contra Costa
County District 2 Supervisor Gayle Uilkema as
she retires after 37 years of public service.

Supervisor Uilkema began her long career
in 1975 as a Lafayette Parks and Recreation
Commissioner, and was soon elected to the
Lafayette City Council. She served five subse-
quent terms on the City Council, where she
left a strong legacy, after which she proudly
served four terms as Mayor of Lafayette.

As the longest serving member of the
Contra Costa County Board of Supervisors,
Gayle Uilkema has worked tirelessly on behalf
of her constituents. Her knowledge and experi-
ence was integral in developing Lafayette’s
Veterans Memorial Building and the Lafayette
Library and Learning Center, two projects
which provided access to resources previously
unavailable to many in the community. She
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was also instrumental in establishing the La-
fayette Redevelopment Agency, which helped
pass the first Road and Drain Bond in the
area.

Gayle has accumulated numerous awards in
the course of her career, including recognition
from the Metropolitan Transportation Commis-
sion and the American Association of Univer-
sity Women. Gayle was named Alumna of the
Year by California State University—East Bay
and was honored as Co-Citizen of the Year by
the West County Business & Professional As-
sociation. Most recently she was recognized
as the 2012 Lafayette Citizen of the Year
Award for her outstanding dedication and con-
tributions to the community.

Mr. Speaker, | invite my colleagues to join
me in commending Supervisor Gayle Uilkema
for her committed and diligent service to La-
fayette and Contra Costa County. | am
pleased to join her family, colleagues, and
friends in congratulating her on an outstanding
career and wish her the very best as she be-
gins a well-deserved retirement.

HONORING TODD MATTHEW
CALTON

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2012

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Todd Matthew
Calton. Todd is a very special young man who
has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 397, and
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle
Scout.

Todd has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Todd has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned 53 merit
badges, but also the respect of his family,
peers, and community. Most notably, Todd is
a member of the Order of the Arrow and
earned the rank of Tom-Tom Beater in the
Tribe of Mic-O-Say. Todd has also contributed
to his community through his Eagle Scout
project. Todd built an outdoor volleyball court
at Kearney Bible Church in Kearney, Missouri,
a project that took Todd and his team of vol-
unteers 340 hours to complete. Todd also
plans on serve our country in the United
States Marine Corps beginning in September
2012.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Todd Matthew Calton for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ADAM KINZINGER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 21, 2012

Mr. KINZINGER of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, un-
fortunately | was unable to have my vote in
the House recorded on H.R. 665 the Excess
Federal Building and Property Disposal Act of
2011. If present, | would have voted “aye.”
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