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billion worth of goods through all 50 states.
Additionally, ports move 99.4 percent of over-
seas cargo volume by weight and generate
$3.95 trillion in international trade. These num-
bers speak for themselves: ports are a crucial
component of our national economy, and they
deserve Congress’ attention.

This resolution honors both the tremendous
contribution ports make to our national econ-
omy and the extraordinary service of Ameri-
cans employed at our nation’s ports. | urge my
colleagues to support this resolution in order
to advance our national dialogue on ports.

————

HONORING U.S. ARMY STAFF SER-
GEANT JORDAN L. BEAR’S SERV-
ICE IN AFGHANISTAN

HON. REID J. RIBBLE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2012

Mr. RIBBLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to re-
member and honor the life and sacrifice of
Staff Sergeant Jordan L. Bear. A resident of
Elton, Wisconsin, Staff Sergeant Bear died
while serving our country in the Kandahar
Province of Afghanistan in support of Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom. He was assigned to
B Company, 2nd Battalion, 508th Parachute
Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division,
Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Jordan Bear died
protecting the freedoms we take for granted
every day. His heroic sacrifice will not soon be
forgotten.

Mr. Speaker, Staff Sergeant Bear embodied
the best qualities of a true American soldier.
He served this country with honor and exhib-
ited profound bravery and selflessness. Staff
Sergeant Bear was a loving son, a devoted fa-
ther and now he will forever be known as an
American hero. He is remembered by friends
and family as a man with a courageous and
strong spirit who earned the unwavering re-
spect of his peers. Although the loss of Staff
Sergeant Bear left a void in the hearts of
many, his dedication and exemplary service
has made Northeast Wisconsin and his coun-
try proud.

It is my honor to commemorate him and |
urge my colleagues to join me today in hon-
oring the life of Staff Sergeant Bear for the
sacrifice he made for the United States of
America.

———————

DYESS AIR FORCE BASE
MILESTONES

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2012

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, today |
rise to honor the work of the men and women
of Dyess Air Force Base in Abilene, Texas.

Mr. Speaker, we are a country that has
been at war for over 10 years. Whether it is
the 317th Airlift Group delivering troops and
supplies to the front lines, or the 7th Bomb
Wing putting metal on target, the missions at
Dyess have played indispensable roles in the
war against terror. Today | would like to honor
two recent major milestones that have been
achieved by these exemplary airmen.
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Earlier this month the B—1 bomber flew its
10,000th combat mission. Since 2001, the B—
1 has been providing intelligence, surveillance,
reconnaissance, and close air support to our
troops on the ground nearly 24 hours a day,
7 says a week. In fact, at this very moment,
there is a B—1 in the air over southwest Asia.
Able to carry a larger payload than any other
aircraft in the military, one supersonic B—1 can
do the same job of multiple aircraft. It is truly
a workhorse in our military.

Additionally, March 7th marked the 3,000th
consecutive day of deployment for the 317th
Airlift Group. Since December of 2003, more
than 7,000 airmen from this unit have been
put in harm’s way. The air mobility mission is
one of the most important missions in the
modern military. Operations that used to take
weeks or months now take days or hours. The
317th has often been labeled the “busiest C—
130 unit” in the Air Force, and this current de-
ployed streak is another honored mark in the
long history of Dyess Airlifters.

Mr. Speaker, | have come to the floor today
to recognize and celebrate these achieve-
ments, and to honor the sacrifices the men
and women of Dyess have made. And | am a
firm believer that when one member of the
family serves this country—the whole family
serves. Deployments across the globe over
the last decade have meant many missed
birthdays, holidays, and special moments for
our soldiers and their families. May we never
take for granted the sacrifices our men and
women in uniform make every day for our
freedom and security.

| ask that the two attached articles also be
made a part of the RECORD.

[Feb. 27, 2012]
THE BONE NOTCHES 10,000 COMBAT MISSIONS
(By Philip Ewing)

America’s favorite low-flying, long-loi-
tering, wing-swinging bomber has flown its
10,000th combat mission, Boeing announced
Monday.

The B-IB Lancer in question flew its sortie
over Afghanistan—where the Bone has had a
second career supporting troops on the
ground—and returned to its base in, er,
‘““‘Southwest Asia,”” Boeing announced. (The
bases in Qatar and the UAE aren’t actually
there, and the Air Force clings to that non-
fact like a vise.)

Here’s more of what Big B said:

The heavy bomber entered service with the
U.S. Air Force on June 29, 1985, and has been
in nearly continuous combat for the past 10
years. The milestone mission took off from a
base in Southwest Asia and was flown in sup-
port of operations over Afghanistan before
returning to base.

“The B-1 brings tremendous flexibility to
our nation’s defense,”” said Lt. Col. Alejandro
Gomez, mission team lead. ‘‘In any mission,
the B-1 has the ability to loiter, dash, posi-
tively identify targets, show force, and
strike targets precisely. Whatever our air-
crews are asked to do, they can perform with
this aircraft.”

B-1 crews in Southwest Asia fly a variety
of missions, including close air support for
troops on the ground, giving them cover and
alerting them to threats they cannot see.
On-site maintainers keep the fleet ready to
fly.

‘10,000 conventional combat missions for a
relatively small fleet of 66 B-1s is a major
milestone and a testament to the men and
women who built, sustain and modernize the
fleet, including the U.S. Air Force, Boeing
and our subcontractors,” said Rick
Greenwell, Boeing B-1 program director. ‘“We
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continue to draw on expertise and experience
from across Boeing to enhance our support of
this amazing aircraft.”

The B-1 bomber has advanced over the
years as it is modified for current needs. The
aircraft began as a nuclear bomber and
moved into a solely conventional role in the
1990s. It carries the largest payload in the
Air Force’s long-range bomber fleet—during
Operation Iraqi Freedom, it dropped 40 per-
cent of all weapons while flying only 5 per-
cent of the sorties.

Today’s B-1 can carry a mixed load of
weapons in each of its three bays. Its long
range allows it to base far from the conflict
and loiter unrefueled for long periods. Its
swept wings allow it to fly fast, slow, low or
high as the situation demands. With only
four crewmembers required, missions can
rapidly be adjusted in flight to keep up with
adversaries. The radar and targeting pod can
be used for positive target identification and
the aircraft can employ a variety of other
weapons, including Joint Direct Attack Mu-
nitions (JDAMs), Laser JDAMs, Joint Air-to-
Surface Standoff Missiles-Extended Range,
and BLU-129 warheads.

“The B-1 fleet and crews have readily
adapted to an ever-changing environment to
accomplish this 10,000th combat sortie mile-
stone,” said Greenwell. ““This aircraft has
proven its ability to continue to evolve and
be effective well into the future.”

And as the B-1 ’s adopted parent, Boeing
isn’t the only one pleased with its perform-
ance. The Air Force appears to have quietly
shelved its onetime idea of beginning to pare
back bombers to save money, at least in the
near term. Its fiscal 2013 budget submission
this month included this unambiguous sen-
tence: ‘“The Air Force does not plan to retire
any bomber aircraft in FY 2013.”

That will mean ever more combat missions
for the Lancer fleet, at least for now.

DYESS’ 317TH AIRLIFT GROUP CELEBRATES

3,000 CONTINUOUS DAYS OF DEPLOYMENT

TODAY

(By Brian Bethel)

They call Dyess Air Force Base’s 317th Air-
lift Group ‘‘purple ops’’ these days, said Maj.
Jason Anderson, who bears the lengthy title
of 317th operation support squadron assistant
director of operations.

“We called the 40th blue squadron, the 39th
red squadron,” Anderson said, musing about
the tail colors that once graced the C-130s of
the base’s 39th and 40th Airlift Squadrons.

But now the 317th, which today at the base
marked 3,000 days of continuous deployment,
is one. Since Dec. 20, 2003, Dyess’ 317th has
had ‘‘folks in the theater fighting the war,”
Anderson said.

“The tails changed,”” Anderson said.
“They’re now both red and blue. And the at-
titudes changed. It’s one team fighting for
one another.”

It takes a four-month on, four-month off
rotation to keep up that tempo, he said, with
both squadrons, a ‘“‘maintenance package,”
and numerous others, from tactics to intel-
ligence, working together to keep planes fly-
ing and missions running smoothly.

In general, ‘‘a little over 200"’ people from
the 317th Airlift Group are deployed at any
time, with more than 7,000 airmen deployed
over the 3,000-day period, Anderson said.

“There’s always a squadron that’s out
there at any given time,”” he said.

Gray Bridwell, an honorary commander for
the 317th Airlift Group, said that when the
initial deployment began, he was honorary
commander for the 317th Maintenance
Squadron and ‘‘as a civilian’ had little un-
derstanding about ‘‘massive deployments of
this nature.”
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“Little did I know 3,000 days later this rou-
tine would be the normal mode of oper-
ations,” he said.

Typically, deployments are a little more
than 120 days, Anderson said, meaning that
there have been more than a million ‘“‘airmen
days’ of deployment since the first.

Dyess’ C-130s have been key in providing
combat and humanitarian aid in overseas op-
erations, most recently in Operation New
Dawn since the withdrawal of combat troops
from Iraq, said Master Sgt. Matt Rossi, 39th
Airlift Squadron loadmaster superintendent.

“But when we’re not doing that, we answer
the nation’s call with humanitarian aid,
whether it’s in South America, Japan, Africa
or wherever it’s needed,”” Rossi said.

Anderson said that the airdrop and medical
evacuation are essential pieces of what the
317th’s planes are regularly called to do.

“The airlift piece is probably something
you could equate to the air-land mission of
FedEx or UPS,” he said. ‘“We are delivering
goods, but with us, we’re delivering what the
military needs. So it’s not only beans, bul-
lets and water but people, as well, to dif-
ferent locations. And a lot of the time, we do
that in harm’s way, so that’s where we’re dif-
ferent.”

The airdrop portion of the C-130 mission is
primarily dropping ‘‘air packages, supplies,
sometimes even special reconnaissance
teams” to forward-operating bases, such as
those in the mountains of Afghanistan.

The medical evacuation component is ‘“‘the
saving lives piece’ of the mission, Anderson
said.

““You can think of us as a hospital in the
sky,” he said.

Wounded soldiers, ‘‘even wounded Iraqis,”
are served by that part of the mission, he
said, while other humanitarian missions,
such as providing aid to those affected by
flooding in Pakistan, are another vital com-
ponent.

Time away from home can be tough, said
Rossi, who once spent a year deployed in Af-
ghanistan as an air adviser.

Being away from home for a year, and
working with individuals of an at-times pro-
foundly different culture, proved challenging
but rewarding, he said.

“You’re not only building an air force but
a good relationship between the Americans
and the Afghans, and not just the soldiers
but the civilians,” he said.

When squadron members come home, their
work doesn’t end, Rossi said.

“We have to maintain proficiency in the
aircraft,” he said. ‘““We're constantly train-
ing, and we train like we fight.”

Such training can include low-level flying,
tactical approaches and landings, Rossi said,
with a goal of becoming proficient in such
before being in a deployed environment, es-
pecially if facing combat.

For Anderson, training also is time to pre-
pare for ‘‘a multitude of different types of
contingencies.”’

“We have to be forward-looking at what
could happen and make sure our military is
ready,” he said. “If we fight in other thea-
ters, like we’re down in South America or
we’re in a different theater, it’s a very dif-
ferent scenario.”

Looking back on the accomplishment of
3,000 deployment days Tuesday, Bridwell said
he was exceptionally proud of all the Dyess
personnel ‘‘who serve our country so well.”

“I especially want to thank the families
for their daily contributions to our nation’s
hard-earned security,’”” he said.

Anderson said that the support of the com-
munity is essential in achieving the mile-
stone.

“Living in Abilene, folks here understand
what we go through and support us, and they
do that in a million different venues,”’ he
said.
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Rossi said that the accomplishment was
important not only to highlight what troops
had done but also to ‘‘highlight the support
that we’ve received.”

‘““People on the base would be lying if they
say they don’t get a warm spot in their heart
when someone out in the public thanks them
for their service,”” he said.

A seven-aircraft launch is among activities
scheduled today, a day of storytelling and re-
membrances, Anderson said.

“When you’re running so hard, a lot of the
time you don’t remember how far you’'ve
gone,” he said of the need to stop and reflect.

And then? Back to work.

“We know this is not stopping,” Anderson
said of the 317th’s future. ‘“‘And we know we
are ready and will be ready to answer the na-
tion’s call.”

———

HONORING DR. BERNARD SIEGEL
FOR HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
COMMUNITY

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2012

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to stand today to join the many family,
friends, colleagues and community members
who have gathered to pay tribute to an out-
standing member of our community and my
good friend, Dr. Bernard Siegel, as he is hon-
ored by the Connecticut Children’s Center of
Hamden. Bernie, an Oncologist who earned
national and international acclaim for his focus
on the correlation between a patient's emo-
tional state and the healing process, has not
only brought a powerful voice to patient em-
powerment, but has also devoted much of his
time to supporting local organizations like the
Children’s Center of Hamden. His work has
touched countless lives around the world and
| am honored to have this opportunity to join
our community in recognizing his remarkable
career and invaluable contributions.

Bernie has dedicated a lifetime to teaching
those facing the most difficult of life’'s chal-
lenges about the healing power they hold with-
in themselves. Well before its time, Bernie rec-
ognized that the better a patient was able to
cope with the emotional complexities of health
issues, the more improved their overall health
outcome was—the mind-body connection.
Upon this simple, yet innovative idea, Bernie
has built a distinguished career. He is the
founder of ECaP, an individual and group ther-
apy program for recovering cancer patients,
the author of twelve books which have been
invaluable resources to patients and loved
ones alike, and retired from Yale-New Haven
Hospital as the Assistant Clinical Professor of
General and Pediatric Surgery.

| would be remiss if | did not extend a per-
sonal note of thanks to Bernie for his many
years of special friendship and counsel. Dur-
ing my tenure in Congress, | have focused
much of my attention on health issues and |
have often sought Bernie’s expertise and guid-
ance. He has always made himself available,
proving to be a wealth of knowledge on even
the most complex of matters. |, like so many
others, consider myself fortunate to call him
my friend.

Physician, author, advocate, mentor, com-
munity leader, and friend, Dr. Bernard Siegel
has changed the face of how we view the re-
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lationship between the patient and the healing
process. His compassion and generosity has
also gone a long way in helping those most in
need in our community. For his many invalu-
able contributions, | am proud to rise today to
join the Children’s Center of Hamden and all
of those who have gathered in extending my
deepest thanks and appreciation to Bernie
Siegel as well as my very best wishes to him,
his wife, Bobbie, and their five children and
eight grandchildren for many more years of
health and happiness.

———

HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED
MILITARY SERVICE OF LIEUTEN-
ANT COLONEL MICHELLE
GREENE

HON. MARK S. CRITZ

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 20, 2012

Mr. CRITZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
Lieutenant Colonel Michelle Greene, an ex-
ceptional Army officer and true patriot, in
honor of her upcoming retirement. For over
twenty years, Lieutenant Colonel Greene has
worn her nation’s colors with grace and honor.
Her career-long steadfast commitment to the
defense of liberty is a testament to her inher-
ent courage and selflessness.

Lieutenant Colonel Greene began her distin-
guished career in the Army at Fort Stewart in
Georgia, where she served as the C Company
Ambulance Platoon leader and Battalion S—1/
Adjutant in the 24th Forward Support Bat-
talion, 24th Infantry Division, and then as the
Patient Administration Officer at Winn Army
Community Hospital. From there, she went on
to work at Walter Reed Medical Center as the
A Company Commander of the Medical Cen-
ter Brigade, before going to work within the
North Atlantic Regional Medical Command,
first in the Office of Clinical Operations, and
then as Secretary to the General Staff.

After earning a Master's of Science in
Health Evaluation Sciences from the Univer-
sity of Virginia in 2001 through the Army’s
Long Term Health Education and Training pro-
gram, Lieutenant Colonel Greene moved to
Hawaii, where she served in the Patient Ad-
ministration Division at Tripler Army Medical
Center in Honolulu.

Lieutenant Colonel Greene’s most recent
assignments have been in Washington, DC. In
2004, she became the Executive Assistant to
the Deputy Surgeon General. After two years
in this capacity, she went to work as a Legis-
lative Liaison in the Army Budget Congres-
sional Liaison Office. It was here that then-
Major Greene began working with my boss
and predecessor, the late-Congressman John
P. Murtha—and she soon became a capable
and trusted liaison between the Chairman and
the Army. Most recently, she has served as
Chief of Congressional Affairs for the Office of
the Army Surgeon General.

Lieutenant Colonel Greene moves on to the
next chapter of her life bolstered by the abid-
ing love and support of her husband, Lieuten-
ant Colonel (Retired) Craig Greene, her two
sons, Jackson and Austen, and her parents,
Ken and Linda Snow.

Mr. Speaker, the strength of Lieutenant
Colonel Greene’s character will ensure that
she is successful in whatever she chooses to
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