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with a Purple Heart and four battle stars. Fol-
lowing his military career, Tony helped estab-
lish the Euclid Veteran’s Club. He was also a
member of the American Legion Euclid Post
343, the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1056
and was an inductee to the Ohio Veterans
Hall of Fame Class of 2008.

Mr. Sustarsic was appointed to the Euclid
City Council in 1954 and served until 1968
when he was appointed Administrative Direc-
tor. He was elected as the ninth Mayor of Eu-
clid in 1975. During his term as mayor, Mr.
Sustarsic expanded senior programs and fa-
cilities, and oversaw infrastructure improve-
ments and the opening of Euclid Square Mall.

| offer my condolences to his wife, the
former Helen Palsa; children, Jerry and Judy
Malachowski; two grandchildren, Tony (Pam)
and Paula (George); and great-grandchildren,
Eddie, Alex, Tony Ill, Jordon and Joey.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring the memory of Mr. Tony J.
Sustarsic, who bravely fought for his country
and valiantly served the residents of Euclid.

——

VETERANS WALK FOR WOUNDED
WARRIORS

HON. ALLEN B. WEST

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 18, 2012

Mr. WEST. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and stand alongside four United States
Army Veterans on a mission to raise aware-
ness for our Wounded Warriors.

All residents of South Florida, Sgt. Larry
Maroto, Sgt. Katrina Taylor, Staff Sgt. Lewis
West, and Staff Sgt. Stephen Murphy are en-
during a 101-mile walk from West Palm Beach
to Homestead, as our brothers in arms endure
injuries from a distant war.

“101” is a symbolic number for these War-
riors, as they all served in the 101st Airborne
Division of the United States Army. Known as
the “Screaming Eagles” the 101st Airborne Di-
vision was renowned during World War Il and
its role in Operation Overlord, the D—Day land-
ings on June 6, 1944 in Normandy, France,
and action during the Battle of the Bulge near
the city of Bastogne, Belgium.

The 101st Airborne is one of the most highly
decorated units in the United States Army.

Although our Military Warriors bear harsh
conditions away from home and from the love
of their friends and family, many Wounded
Warriors find the return home can be even
more harrowing. The Wounded Warrior
Project, of which these Veterans are walking
to support, seek to help injured veterans of the
Iraq and Afghanistan wars transition to civilian
life.

My heart is always with my fellow comrades
in arms and their families who are serving in
Afghanistan and across our globe. Their sac-
rifice, courage, and patriotism are the lifeblood
of our great nation. These Veterans’ commit-
ment to our brothers and sisters in uniform re-
minds us all why America is the greatest and
most exceptional nation on the face of the
Earth.

| believe that the United States Congress
can learn a lot from these Veterans. They do
not know personally all of the people they are
helping with the money raised from this walk.
They do not care whether they are Repub-
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licans or Democrats. They care that at the end
of the day, they did their best to help their fel-
low brothers and sisters.

| truly commend these Veterans for their un-
wavering service to our nation and to our
Wounded Warriors. May they rendezvous with
destiny on their mission.

Steadfast and Loyal.

———

THE ADMINISTRATION’S MIXED
MESSAGE ON SUDAN

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 18, 2012

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | submit a copy of
a letter | received from the assistant secretary
for legislative affairs at the State Department
in response to a December 13, 2011, letter to
President Obama expressing my disbelief that
the administration had granted the necessary
waiver for the genocidal government of Sudan
to obtain legal representation from Mr. Bart
Fisher, a lawyer in Washington. | also submit
the December 13 letter to the president.

| have written various administration officials
at the State Department, Treasury and the
White House since | learned of this indefen-
sible development. Every response | have re-
ceived to date attempts, unsuccessfully, to put
my mind at ease by assuring me that the U.S.
government has a “firm policy of denying au-
thorization to U.S. persons who seek to lobby
or provide public relations services on behalf
of the Government of Sudan for the lifting of
sanctions or for any other purposes.” How-
ever, the administration argues that “Our sys-
tem allows even the worse actors to receive
legal advice on how to comply with our laws
and to challenge sanction enforcement actions
in court.”

| don’t agree with their analysis. But even if
| did, the restrictions on representation that the
administration claims to have in place are in-
consistent with what Mr. Fisher is actually
being permitted to do. Mr. Fisher wrote me a
letter claiming, “Although the Office of Foreign
Assets Control (OFAC) has granted my law of-
fice a license, that license does not authorize
any lobbying activities, and my office will en-
gage in none. We will respond (emphasis
added), however, to requests, for information
from Members of Congress or the Obama Ad-
ministration.”

As | pointed out in a December 15, 2011
letter to Treasury Secretary Geithner, | never
requested information from Mr. Fisher. And
yet, in the letter to my office, he tries to con-
vince me, as a member of Congress, not any-
one involved in court proceedings with the
Government of Sudan, that the current sanc-
tions regime should be altered. How can this
not be understood to be lobbying?

Meanwhile, on Monday, U.S. Ambassador
to the United Nations (UN) Susan Rice sent a
strongly worded letter to the president of the
UN Security Council about the tragedy pres-
ently unfolding in Sudan—specifically in
Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile. Rice wrote,
“It is clear that the Government of Sudan has
instituted a deliberate policy to prevent hu-
manitarian agencies from reaching vulnerable
civilians impacted by the conflict. She said that
the people of these regions have been pushed
to the “brink of a major humanitarian crisis.”
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She warned of “famine conditions” and con-
cluded, “A humanitarian disaster of this mag-
nitude is unacceptable in any circumstance. It
is particularly shameful when the path to
averting large-scale loss of innocent lives is so
clear. Mr. President, this crisis can be ad-
dressed by the Government of Sudan, if it
were to allow the United Nations and other re-
lied organizations immediate and unimpeded
access to vulnerable civilians across Southern
Kordofan and Blue Nile.”

| would argue that that is not the only thing
that is shameful. This administration is splitting
hairs. It is blind to its own inconsistency. |
agree wholeheartedly with Ambassador Rice’s
analysis. And yet, the administration, in the
face of past crimes against humanity and
genocide and present actions which jeop-
ardize the lives of thousands of people, has
given the Government of Sudan the privilege
a legal representation in our nation’s capital—
representation which constitutes lobbying.

The administration must reverse course and
revoke Mr. Fisher’s license lest Secretary Clin-
ton, Secretary Geithner and President Obama
be complicit in aiding a genocidal government.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, DC, January 12, 2012.
Hon. FRANK R. WOLF,
House of Representatives.

DEAR MR. WOLF: Thank you for your letter
of December 13, 2011, to President Obama and
your subsequent call to Secretary Clinton
concerning reports that the Government of
Sudan has attempted to retain a lobbyist to
represent its interests in the United States.
While we cannot comment on specific cases,
the United States government has a firm
policy of denying authorization to U.S. per-
sons who seek to lobby or provide public re-
lations services on behalf of the Government
of Sudan for the lifting of sanctions or for
any other purpose. There are no current Of-
fice of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) li-
censes allowing U.S. persons to lobby or pro-
vide public relations services on behalf of the
Government of Sudan.

We also recognize the importance of due
process and opportunity for redress under
the Sudan sanctions regime. Our system al-
lows even the worst actors to receive legal
advice on how to comply with our laws and
to challenge sanction enforcement actions in
court. However, such legal services do not in-
clude lobbying activities. There are inves-
tigation and enforcement mechanisms in
place to ensure compliance with U.S. sanc-
tions, which include the possibility of civil
and criminal penalties for violations of sanc-
tions regulations.

We hope this information is helpful in ad-
dressing your concerns. Please feel free to
contact us further on this or any matter of
concern to you.

Sincerely,
DAVID S. ADAMS,
Assistant Secretary, Legislative Affairs.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
December 13, 2011.
Hon. BARACK H. OBAMA,
The President,
The White House, Washington DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: I was appalled to
learn yesterday that the genocidal govern-
ment of Khartoum has hired a firm to rep-
resent it in Washington for the express pur-
pose of trying ‘‘to lift American sanctions
against it,”” according to a piece which ran in
Africa Intelligence, on December 10. This is
an outrage.

The publication reported that the Law Of-
fice of Bart S. Fisher would be paid $20,000 a
month plus expenses to represent this gov-
ernment which literally has blood on its
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hands. I have enclosed the article for your
reference along with Mr. Fisher’s docu-
mentation from the Foreign Agent Registra-
tion Unit which I accessed on the Depart-
ment of Justice (DOJ) Web site.

I write today seeking immediate clarifica-
tion on what appears to be an indefensible
situation. According to this news report and
information available on DOJ’s Web site, Mr.
Fisher is providing legal counsel to the gov-
ernment of Sudan and intends to make ‘‘rep-
resentations (including petitions) ... to
U.S. government agencies regarding sanc-
tions against the Republic of the Sudan.”
Was he granted a license from the Office of
Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) at the Treas-
ury Department to do so? If not, is his rep-
resentation in violation of the law? If so,
why would the administration allow this to
move forward?

Sudan’s president, Omar Hassan al-Bashir,
is an internationally indicted war criminal.
He is accused by the International Criminal
Court of five counts of crimes against hu-
manity (murder, rape, torture, extermi-
nation, and forceful transfer of civilian popu-
lation) and two counts of war crimes (for di-
recting attacks against the civilian popu-
lation and pillaging). In June 2004 I led the
first congressional delegation with Senator
Sam Brownback to Darfur, soon after the
world began hearing about the atrocities
being committed against the people of that
region. I witnessed the unfolding nightmare
with my own eyes. I saw the scorched vil-
lages and teeming camps of displaced people.
I heard the stories of murder and rape.

But Bashir’s assault on his own people is
not simply a thing of the past. My office has
received regular reliable reports from indi-
viduals on the ground in the Blue Nile and
Southern Kordofan states of aerial bombard-
ments, extrajudicial killings, illegal deten-
tion, disappearances, and indiscriminate at-
tacks against civilians.

Furthermore, evidence gathered through
satellite imagery by the Satellite Sentinel
Project have found at least eight mass
graves in and around Kadugli, the capital of
Southern Kordofan.

Thousands have fled the violence. More
than 20,000 are living in Yida refugee camp
just over the border in South Sudan. But it
turns out they aren’t safe there either. Yida
was hit by air strikes in November. A No-
vember 16 APP story reported that, ‘. . . an
Antonov aircraft flew in from the north and
dropped five bombs in and around Yida.”
This cross-border assault by the government
of Sudan has put humanitarian assistance to
this vulnerable population in jeopardy. Bear
in mind that it appears that this aerial as-
sault on innocent civilians happened just
days after the Mr. Fisher signed a contract
with the government of Sudan.

Mr. Fisher’s client has a notorious history
of brutalizing its own people. No amount of
‘“‘representation’” can erase the images
seared into the minds of many of charred
bodies, brutalized women and mass graves.

I look forward to a prompt and detailed re-
sponse from the administration about this
important matter.

Best wishes.

Sincerely,
FRANK R. WOLF,
Member of Congress.
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IN HONOR AND MEMORY OF
SERGEANT AARON BENNETT

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 18, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and memory of Sergeant Aaron Ben-
nett, a highly decorated U.S. Army sergeant.

Sgt. Bennett was born in Mississippi and
raised in Hawaii and Ohio. He attended Valley
Forge High School in Parma Heights, where
he was a member of the swim team. He grad-
uated in 2003.

Sgt. Bennett joined the U.S. Army in 2007
and served as an infantryman with the 1st
Battalion, 14th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division. He com-
pleted a yearlong tour in Iraq in June of 2011.
Additionally, Sgt. Bennett was a member of
the Presidential Honor Guard and was re-
cently selected to participate in Scouts and
Ranger Sniper School.

Because of his bravery and service to the
country, Sgt. Bennett was awarded the Com-
bat Infantryman Badge, an Army Commenda-
tion Medal, the Army Good Conduct Medal
and the Iragi Campaign Medal. Sgt. Bennett
was also the recipient of the Army Achieve-
ment Medal which he earned by saving the
lives of two soldiers injured in a mortar attack.

| offer my condolences to his wife, Michelle;
parents, David and Sally; and sister, Rachel.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring the memory of one of our coun-
try’s heroes, Sergeant Aaron Bennett.

————

TRIBUTE TO GEORGE “G.W.”
GRIFFIN

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 18, 2012

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to the late George
“G.W.” Griffin, a successful businessman in
the food industry and admired leader in his
community of London, Kentucky.

George began his career in 1950, at Laurel
Grocery, a local wholesaler based in London,
KY, where he served as President for 34
years up until his retirement in 1997. Using
honesty and wisdom as the secret to his busi-
ness success, George taught his co-workers
to be forthright in following through with their
commitments and careful in not committing to
something they could not accomplish.

George’s other grocery industry activities in-
cluded chairing the Food Marketing Education
Council, as well as sitting on the boards of the
National-American Wholesale Grocers Asso-
ciation, and the Kentucky Grocers Association,
of which he was elected president in 1979. A
passionate and highly regarded businessman,
Griffin was named the “Grocer of the Year” in
1986 and in 2005 he was honored as the first
inductee into the Kentucky Grocers Hall of
Fame.

Outside of his professional commitments,
George served proudly in the United States
Navy during World War Il, and was very active
in civic events and in service to his commu-
nity. An avid golfer and thoroughbred horse
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owner/racing enthusiast, George traveled
throughout the world to pursue his passions.
As a graduate from University of Kentucky and
a member of the board of trustees for 16
years, George was a diehard Kentucky fan,
and never missed a home football game until
he became too ill to attend.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in memory of George “G.W.” Giriffin for his
dedication and service to the leaders and fam-
ilies of Eastern Kentucky. His enthusiasm and
zeal will be greatly missed.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE UNITING OF
TWO MARINE FAMILIES

HON. JERRY McNERNEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 18, 2012

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the uniting of two Marine families.
On January 14, 2012, Lance Corporal Ronnie
Porta met the parents—Chuck and Teri—of
Corporal Charles Palmer Il of Manteca, Cali-
fornia.

LCpl. Porta and Cpl. Palmer served together
in Iraq, braving daily dangers in order to pro-
tect our freedoms and liberty. Tragically, in
March of 2007, Palmer and Porta’s vehicle hit
an improvised explosive device, severely injur-
ing LCpl. Porta and taking the life of Cpl.
Palmer, the first casualty of the war from the
City of Manteca.

Palmer, who grew up in Manteca before
joining the Marine Corps in 1992, received the
Global War on Terrorism Service Award and
Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal for his
service.

Since the event in 2007, LCpl. Porta has
undergone more than 120 surgeries over 4>
years at a medical facility in Texas. His ability
to endure and succeed through the years is
indicative of his good will and tremendous
spirit. LCpl. Porta traveled from Texas to Cali-
fornia to meet Chuck and Teri for the very first
time.

At the January 14 event, members from all
corners of the community rallied together in
support of both families and to express their
gratitude to those who serve. The City of
Manteca, the Patriot Guard Riders, Marines,
veterans’ organizations, families, business
leaders, and other members of the community
worked as one to make this event possible.

As a nation, we are truly blessed to be rep-
resented by the brave men and women wear-
ing the U.S. uniform.

| ask my colleagues to join me in support of
this tremendous occasion and in honor of the
sacrifices of Cpl. Palmer and LCpl. Porta.

———

IN MEMORY OF MR. ROBERT M.
SEELIE

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 18, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and memory of Mr. Robert M. Seelie, a
former councilmember and council president
for the City of Lakewood.

Mr. Seelie was born and raised in Lake-
wood, Ohio by his father, a police officer for
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