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It is time to stop this War on Women and 

Women’s Health Care. 
f 

IN HONOR OF INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2012 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cele-
brate International Women’s Day and the re-
markable achievements of women around the 
world. 

I have always used my voice and vote to 
support foreign policies and assistance to pro-
mote equality for women and girls in agri-
culture, education, the workforce, politics, and 
beyond. To be sure, the funding is never 
enough to meet the need. But with minimal re-
sources and relentless grassroots and 
grasstops advocacy, women the world over 
are bending the narrative of our times towards 
gender equality. While this is happening in all 
corners of the globe, I want to highlight the 
tremendous gains the women and girls of 
Latin America have made in recent years. 

Not too long ago, women were just 20% of 
the Latin American labor market. But in the 
last 50 years, that figure has doubled and 
today, women are roughly 40% of the region’s 
workforce. These professional gains have a 
powerful ripple effect, particularly in political 
participation where women now make up 22% 
of Latin American legislatures, which sur-
passes the global average of 18.6%. Clearly, 
women in Latin America are a force to be 
reckoned with. And that’s a cause to cele-
brate! 

But while these gains are significant, this is 
no time to sit back on our laurels. There is still 
much more to be done to sustain this impor-
tant tide of momentum in Latin America, and 
also help to propel a similar groundswell in 
other parts of the world where women still 
struggle for basic rights and equality. We must 
continue to fight for policies and programs that 
promote equal access to opportunity for 
women and girls. So, today and every day, let 
us do all that we can to make gender inequal-
ity a thing of history and gender equality a re-
ality of the future. 

f 

JUMPSTART OUR BUSINESS 
STARTUPS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3606) to increase 
American job creation and economic growth 
by improving access to the public capital 
markets for emerging growth companies: 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Chair, I rise today to 
express my support for the efforts my col-
leagues have made this week to improve the 
regulatory environment for growing small busi-
nesses across our nation. This is important 
work that should continue without delay. 

As we move forward though, there is a pol-
icy I am opposed to in the underlying bill that 

I hope can be addressed either in the Senate 
or in Conference. Specifically, I am concerned 
that in this legislation, Congress sets a per-
ilous precedent by establishing an accounting 
standard through legislation. While I am not 
opposed to this bill today, in part because I 
appreciate the work that has already been 
done to address this issue, there is still more 
to do to fully correct the problem I see. 

As a CPA and the former Chairman of the 
National Association of State Boards of Ac-
countancy, I am concerned about the en-
croachment this bill makes on the independ-
ence of the Financial Accounting Standards 
Board or FASB. FASB is an independent, pri-
vate sector organization which establishes the 
standards of fmancial accounting that govern 
the preparation of financial reports by non-
governmental entities. 

The law has long recognized the need for 
an independent body, unencumbered by polit-
ical or business affiliations, to arbitrate the 
complex accounting questions that arise in our 
modern economy. FASB functions as a rule 
maker that sits above the fray, so that public 
companies, investors, analysts, and govern-
ment officials can all rely on the integrity and 
accuracy of fmancial statements. FASB’s inde-
pendence from businesses and governments 
alike is central to their ability to balance the 
competing interests of all stakeholders and 
generate standards that everyone can have 
confidence in. 

Today’s bill, H.R. 3606, takes a dangerous 
step away from this autonomy and towards a 
FASB that is held captive by the political and 
parochial interests of Congress. This legisla-
tion will interpose the views of Congress be-
tween FASB and the individuals and compa-
nies who rely on FASB’s independence and 
judgment. 

While I am strongly in favor of lifting regu-
latory burdens on our nations businesses, 
small and large alike, Congress should not di-
rect when particular accounting standards are 
applicable to emerging growth companies. Re-
placing the careful, inclusive, and deliberative 
judgments of FASB with the inexpert opinions 
of Congress could result in a standard that 
does not meet the competing needs of all 
market participants. Investors and analysts 
rely on the information in financial reports to 
fairly evaluate the firms they seek to invest in; 
FASB is the appropriate body to balance their 
need for information against the concerns of 
small business owners with the cost of com-
plying with reporting requirements. 

I am encouraged that the Chairman, Rank-
ing Member, and sponsor of this legislation 
have already met with representatives from 
accounting profession and made good faith ef-
forts to address my concerns. However, there 
is still work to be done to improve this bill. I 
hope that as similar legislation is considered in 
the Senate and if the two houses meet in a 
conference committee, my colleagues will take 
a close look at the consequences of this policy 
and take another step back from this slippery 
slope. 

While many might argue that Congress 
ought to be able to set accounting standards, 
accountants are universally opposed to this 
idea. For those of us who spend our lives 
dealing with Congress’s handiwork in the tax 
code, we see a grim glimpse of the future if 
Congress were to stand in for the independent 
accounting standards bodies. As I often tell 
my constituents, if you like the tax code, you 

will love financial statements when Congress 
writes the accounting rules. 

The value of good and effective accounting 
standards cannot be overstated; they are the 
yardstick of the marketplace. Good standards 
are essential to a well functioning economy 
because they provide a consistent framework 
for the meaningful evaluation of widely dis-
parate entities. Without them, it is impossible 
to hold an accurate understanding of the 
fmancial position of a firm, an industry, or the 
wider economy. 

Almost 80 years ago, Congress had the wis-
dom to establish an independent body to de-
velop those standards so that accounting was 
never influenced by politics. Today, as more 
Americans than ever are active participants in 
financial markets, the need for a trusted, inde-
pendent arbiter of public accounting standards 
has never been more important. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
to improve this legislation and to further 
strengthen the independent process for writing 
financial accounting standards in the future. 

f 

PROTECTING THE HEALTH SUP-
PLEMENT INDUSTRY FROM BUR-
DENSOME REGULATIONS 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2012 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
voice my concerns about recent FDA draft 
guidelines impacting the health supplement in-
dustry. 

Each year millions of Americans choose to 
take vitamins and supplements. These supple-
ments are regulated under law and represent 
just one way consumers can make informed 
decisions about their healthcare. 

In July 2011 the Food and Drug Administra-
tion issued guidelines relating to new dietary 
ingredients or NDIs. These guidelines were 
aimed at ensuring the safety of ingredients 
contained in dietary supplements. While the 
FDA is responsible for the safety of supple-
ments and the general public, I am concerned 
this regulation will create unnecessary paper-
work and ultimately cost valuable jobs. 

The FDA received over 146,000 pages of 
comments from the public on the guidelines 
and it is my hope they will take these into seri-
ous consideration as they draft a final guid-
ance. 

In February 2011 President Obama stated 
in a speech before the United States Chamber 
of Commerce that if there are rules and regu-
lations, ‘‘. . . needlessly stifling job creation 
and economic growth, we will fix them. Al-
ready we’re dramatically cutting down on the 
paperwork that saddles businesses with huge 
administrative costs.’’ 

Instead the Administration continues to pro-
mulgate burdensome regulations like the New 
Dietary Ingredient guideline that go beyond 
the original Congressional intent and will ulti-
mately make it more difficult for companies to 
operate. 
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RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 

OF MARY JANE (POLLY) TETI 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2012 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Mary Jane (Polly) Teti of Chester 
County, Pennsylvania on her retirement after 
30 years of law enforcement service with the 
Tredyffrin Township Police Department. 

Detective Teti began her law enforcement 
career in 1980 with the City of Coatesville Po-
lice Department. In 1982, she was hired by 
the Tredyffrin Police Department and in 1986 
was named Officer of the Year. In 2000, Teti 
was promoted to Detective and specialized in 
sex crimes and child abuse cases. She has 
received numerous unit citations and merit 
awards for the investigations and arrests she 
has handled. 

Detective Teti served as Defensive Tactics 
Instructor for the Tredyffrin Police Department 
in the PR24 Baton, ASP Baton and OC Spray. 
A trained Crisis Negotiator, she was instru-
mental in creating a team of negotiators to 
quell volatile situations through communica-
tions. Detective Teti became Team Leader for 
the Crisis Negotiators North Team for Chester 
County and served as Vice-President of the 
Delaware Valley Negotiators Association. 

Mr. Speaker, in light of her years of exem-
plary service to his community and litany of 
sterling accomplishments, I ask that my col-
leagues join me today in recognizing Detective 
Mary Jane (Polly) Teti for her invaluable con-
tributions to the quality of life of the citizens of 
Tredyffrin Township, Chester County, Pennsyl-
vania. 

f 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION SMALL 
CONDUIT HYDROPOWER DEVEL-
OPMENT AND RURAL JOBS ACT 
OF 2011 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2842) to authorize 
all Bureau of Reclamation conduit facilities 
for hydropower development under Federal 
Reclamation law, and for other purposes: 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Chair, as Co-Chair 
of the House Renewable Energy and Energy 
Efficiency Caucus, I support the responsible 
development of renewable energy wherever 
we can generate it—and that includes the de-
velopment of small conduit hydropower at Bu-
reau of Reclamation facilities. 

What I cannot support is this legislation’s 
blanket exemption from the National Environ-
mental Protection Act (NEPA). Conducting ap-
propriate environmental reviews is not a bar-
rier to the responsible development of our en-
ergy resources; it is a prerequisite for that de-
velopment. Moreover, NEPA already gives 
federal agencies the authority to create cat-
egorical exemptions for projects that already 
meet statutory and regulatory criteria. 

For that reason, I will be supporting the 
amendment offered by Rep. NAPOLITANO to 

correct this defect in the underlying bill. If the 
NAPOLITANO amendment is not adopted, I will 
oppose final passage and urge my colleagues 
to do the same. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 100TH 
BIRTHDAY OF MRS. HELEN 
MYERS LONG CORDELL 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2012 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my pleasure and honor to extend my sincerest 
congratulations to Mrs. Helen Myers Long 
Cordell, a beloved citizen of Albany, Georgia, 
who will be celebrating her 100th birthday on 
Sunday, March 18, 2012. On this special and 
momentous day, she will be honored by her 
family and friends at a celebration at Sher-
wood Baptist Church in Albany. 

Mrs. Cordell was born on March 18, 1912 in 
Chipley, Florida to Albert Addison Myers and 
Meddie Fryer Myers. She spent her early 
childhood in Chipley but after the sudden 
passing of her father, the family moved to Al-
bany, Georgia in 1924 before then moving to 
Rome, Georgia. 

Mrs. Cordell is a graduate of Rome High 
School and she received a bachelor’s degree 
in education from Shorter College. 

As an advocate for quality education for all 
of our Nation’s children, Mrs. Cordell served 
as a teacher in Columbus, Georgia from 
1933–1944; at Albany High School in Albany, 
Georgia from 1946–1959; and at Albany Voca-
tional School from 1959–1968. She was very 
dedicated to her role of properly instructing 
young people and helping them to reach their 
full potential. 

As a testimony to her endearing charisma 
and her devotion to her pupils, the students 
and faculty of Albany High School dedicated 
their annual yearbook, The Thronateeska, to 
her in 1955. She also actively participated in 
various educational associations and was a 
member of many community organizations in-
cluding the Albany Garden Club and Gold Star 
Wives. 

During World War II, she married Master 
Sergeant Wayne C. Long on October 9, 1943. 
Sadly, Master Sergeant Long was killed while 
serving his country at the Battle of the Bulge 
on December 20, 1944. 

On October 19, 1968, she married Joel J. 
Cordell, the longtime Superintendent of 
Dougherty County Schools. They were happily 
married for many years before his passing in 
1988. 

Always active in her church, Mrs. Cordell 
was a dedicated member of First Baptist 
Church in Albany for many years. Following 
her marriage to Mr. Cordell, she became a 
longtime member of Sherwood Baptist Church, 
where she sang in the choir and held a lead-
ership role in the activities of the church. 

As fate would have it, I had the great pleas-
ure of serving in the U.S. House of Represent-
atives with Mrs. Cordell’s nephew, former U.S. 
Congressman Earl Hutto, who dutifully rep-
resented Florida’s 1st Congressional District 
from 1979 until his retirement in 1995. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing I ask that my col-
leagues join me in paying tribute to Mrs. 
Cordell, a beloved educator and inspiring fig-

ure, as she and her loved ones prepare to cel-
ebrate her 100th birthday. I commend her for 
her exceptional work of educating the genera-
tions of young people who have grown into 
teachers, entrepreneurs, and leaders and 
helped build a stronger foundation for Georgia 
and for our Nation. 

Happy Birthday Mrs. Cordell! May God con-
tinue to bless you and may you have many, 
many more years of peace and happiness. 

f 

MARGARITO CANO ‘‘GUNNY’’ 
VASQUEZ 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 8, 2012 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today with a heavy heart to honor 
Margarito Cano ‘‘Gunny’’ Vasquez. For many 
years, we have worked side by side to help 
improve the quality of life for many Veterans 
and their families around the Houston area. 
Mr. Vasquez passed away on February 24th 
and on March 1st, the Houston Chronicle 
printed his obituary written by Pedro Pinto. In 
honor of Mr. Vasquez, I would like to submit 
the text into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD: 

Margarito Cano ‘‘Gunny’’ Vasquez, who 
worked with programs helping military vet-
erans and their families, has died of liver 
cancer. He was 77. 

Vasquez was a member of countless organi-
zations, including Veterans Incarcerated, 
which helped imprisoned veterans get their 
lives in order. 

‘‘He helped incarcerated, disabled, and 
homeless veterans,’’ his son, Monte Vasquez, 
33, said. In a 2005 interview with the Chron-
icle, Vasquez said he wanted his incarcerated 
brothers to come out and be productive. 

‘‘My hope is to die as an honorable Marine, 
that I tried to do what I could for veterans,’’ 
he said then. He died on Feb. 24. 

Vasquez also worked for Kids with Disabil-
ities First, an organization dedicated to 
helping veterans’ children with Down syn-
drome. 

Vasquez also was instrumental with efforts 
to rename an East End street after Navy vet-
eran Cesar Chavez and acquire the Houston 
Veterans Memorial Park, family and friends 
said. 

Vasquez was born on July 20, 1934, in 
Bastrop. After a couple of years in the Army, 
he found his niche with the Marines. 

‘‘Any Marine was his brother; his loyalty 
and love was with the Marine Corps,’’ said 
his son, Monte. ‘‘If he could have served his 
whole life there, he would have.’’ 

He got his nickname for having retired as 
a gunnery sergeant. 

‘‘He instilled a lot of Marine in us,’’ said 
his daughter Margie Vasquez Lopez, 44. 
‘‘When we were little, he taught us how to 
starch our clothes Marine style.’’ 

The family was proud of his volunteering, 
she said, but didn’t know he’d helped so 
many people. 

‘‘When he passed away, we learned how de-
voted and recognized he was,’’ she said. ‘‘We 
had people calling us who we didn’t even 
know.’’ 

A prayer service will be at 9:30 a.m. Friday 
in Compean Funeral Home, 2102 Broadway. 
Burial will follow at Houston National Ceme-
tery. 

Survivors include his wife, Consuelo, and 
six children, Debra Ann, Margie, Michelle, 
Michael, Martin and Monte. 

With great sorrow, I honor Margarito Cano 
‘‘Gunny’’ Vasquez for his efforts to improve 
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