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are the ones that stand out in any setting— 
church, school, community, and country. 

South Alabama suffers the loss of Petty Of-
ficer Drew Knight, a native son who loved his 
country and helping others. We grieve with his 
family and we stand with them and the entire 
United States Coast Guard family. 

To quote the words of the Coast Guard 
hymn, 
Eternal Father, Lord of hosts, 
Watch o’er the men who guard our coasts. 
Protect them from the raging seas 
And give them light and life and peace. 
Grant them from Thy great throne above 
The shield and shelter of Thy love. 

On behalf of the people of Alabama and a 
grateful nation, I offer condolences to Petty 
Officer Knight’s mother and father, Ken and 
Becky Knight, his brother, Todd, as well as his 
extended family and many friends. You are 
each in our thoughts and prayers. 
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Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor the 50th anniversary 
of MICA Corporation—a family-owned com-
pany based in Fort Worth, Texas. Back in 
1962, two ambitious men named Mickey Stew-
art and Cayce Tubb had a vision for their fu-
tures and a plan for success. Together, they 
established the MICA Corporation to perform 
highway guard-rail contract work. Over the 
years, MICA Corporation has remained on the 
cutting edge of Texas highway construction 
and become a well-known and highly re-
spected state-wide company. L.C. Tubb, son 
of co-founder Cayce Tubb and the current 
owner of MICA Corporation, has flown all of 
his employees to Washington, DC to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of this great company. I 
am very proud of what this company has ac-
complished over the years and pleased that it 
calls Fort Worth home. Today, I want to wel-
come L.C. and the many dedicated employees 
of MICA Corporation to Washington, DC. I 
want to congratulate everyone at MICA Cor-
poration on achieving this milestone, and wish 
them many, many more years of success. 
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to 
interact with some of the brightest students in 
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on 
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. I 
have gained much by listening to the high 
school students who are the future of this 
great Nation. They provide important insight 
into the concerns of our younger constituents 
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and I 
am pleased to share these with my House col-
leagues. 

Leslie Lopez is a junior at Pasadena Memo-
rial High School in Harris County, Texas. Her 
essay topic is: Select an important event that 
has occurred in the past 50 years and explain 
how that event has changed our country. Les-
lie chose September 11th, 2001. 

September eleventh is a day that will be 
remembered for ages to come by citizens in 
our nation. The long-lived memorable event 
marked not only the lives of the people, but 
our entire country as a whole. The attacks of 
that date affected the nation’s economy, 
took our peace of mind, and caused us to en-
force anti-terrorism policies that till this 
day have not changed. 

The attacks had a significant economic 
impact on the United States and world mar-
kets. The stock exchange remained closed 
for several days in the aftermath; the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average fell significantly; 
in only three months after the occurrence, 
nearly 430,000 jobs were lost as well as mil-
lions of dollars in wages. The small busi-
nesses in Lower Manhattan were affected as 
well. A staggering 18,000 of those were de-
stroyed or replaced, resulting in a loss of 
jobs and wages. The events of September 
eleventh most definitely left its mark on the 
nation’s economy. 

The tragedy also affected the country’s 
peace of mind. People felt as if not even 
homes or schools were then longer safe. Re-
calling back to that date, I was only a child 
and could not understand why every adult 
parent and teacher seemed paranoid at what 
was happening in New York. What seemed 
like weeks after went by and the occurrence 
was still fresh on everyone’s minds. Till this 
day, citizens have not completely reinstated 
that peace of mind they once had, and it will 
continue to be this way for years to come. 

With the 9–11 attacks came new anti-ter-
rorism policies which did not exist prior to 
the date. The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, for example, was created a couple of 
years after the occurrence to protect the 
states against terrorism activity. The at-
tacks also indirectly caused the War in Af-
ghanistan as an effort to dismantle the al- 
Qaeda terrorist organization, which was also 
set into motion only a month after the at-
tacks on the World Trade Center. 

The changes that the 9–11 attacks caused 
brought drastic changes to the United States 
and the grand scheme of things, the econ-
omy, our peace of mind, and the anti-ter-
rorism policies that were adopted were only 
a small portion of all that the attacks af-
fected. 

f 

IN CELEBRATION OF REVEREND 
DR. WENDELL ANTHONY’S 25TH 
PASTORAL ANNIVERSARY 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 7, 2012 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise and I ask 
my colleagues to join me today to salute Rev-
erend Dr. Wendell Anthony on the occasion of 
his 25th Anniversary as Pastor of Fellowship 
Chapel in Detroit, Michigan. 

In 1987, Reverend Dr. Wendell Anthony 
was installed as senior pastor at Fellowship 
Chapel. From that platform, he has been an 
unwavering voice for those without, guiding 
thousands in faith. He has educated and 
moved many more thousands in civil rights, 
economics, and politics toward the pursuit of 
justice and righteousness. Through his work, 
he has had an impact on the lives of hundreds 

of thousands of people throughout the city of 
Detroit, and, indeed, across our Nation and 
this globe. 

In 1993, when he became President of the 
Detroit Branch of the NAACP, Reverend An-
thony ushered in a new era of activism and 
strength for the largest NAACP chapter in the 
county. That year, he led a quarter-million 
people through the streets of Detroit to com-
memorate the 30-year anniversary of the his-
toric 1963 Detroit March by Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. that took place before King’s iconic 
March on Washington. Reverend Anthony has 
worked tirelessly to build connections between 
his congregants and the international commu-
nity, particularly Africa. In addition to estab-
lishing a medical clinic in Ghana, Reverend 
Anthony organized a relief effort raising nearly 
$1 million for food, medicine, clothing and 
transportation to aid hundreds of thousands of 
refugees in both Rwanda and Zaire in 1994. In 
2000, he organized a similar relief effort for 
flood victims in Mozambique, Zimbabwe and 
South Africa. 

Reverend Anthony’s work at home has been 
equally impressive and passionate, working on 
wide ranging issues of social and economic 
justice like insurance rates in Detroit, minority 
business contracting, and fairness in banking. 
As the former co-chair of the Detroit Fair 
Banking Alliance, Reverend Anthony helped to 
negotiate over $7.2 billion in new lending from 
local banking institutions for the purpose of 
economic development in our region. 

As founder of the Fannie Lou Hamer Polit-
ical Action Committee, Reverend Anthony cre-
ated an institution that provides a strong, orga-
nized and progressive voice in the political 
process, holding public officials accountable to 
work in the best interests of the African Amer-
ican community. As chairman and founder of 
the Freedom Institute for Economic, Social 
Justice and Empowerment, Reverend Anthony 
hosts the largest sit-down dinner in the world 
each year for leaders, activists and lay people 
from across the spectrum of society from edu-
cation, to the law, to politics, to labor and be-
yond. 

My colleagues, I could speak for a very long 
time about the good Reverend’s work over the 
last quarter century with each accolade more 
impressive that the last, but I shall conclude 
my remarks by wishing my friend, Reverend 
Anthony, well and Godspeed for another quar-
ter century, and beyond, of work in service to 
Christ and the community of mankind. 
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to 
interact with some of the brightest students in 
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on 
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. I 
have gained much by listening to the high 
school students who are the future of this 
great Nation. They provide important insight 
into the concerns of our younger constituents 
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and I 
am pleased to share these with my House col-
leagues. 
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Allison Mock is a senior at Kempner High 

School in Fort Bend County, Texas. Her essay 
topic is: Why is it important to participate in 
the political process? 

George Bernard Shaw once said, ‘‘Democ-
racy is a device that ensures we shall be gov-
erned no better than we deserve;’’ this is es-
pecially true in our nation today. America 
has become apathetic. We no longer look for 
ways to actively participate in our own gov-
ernment. Voting in minor elections, writing 
letters to congressmen, and attending city 
council meetings to stay updated have be-
come things of the past. In essence, we have 
forgotten how to be involved in the political 
process. This is a natural feature of our 
country’s aging. The majority of the popu-
lation does not remember that voting is a 
privilege, not a guarantee. We dismiss that 
there ever was a time when having your 
voice heard was almost impossible and advo-
cating controversial opinions dangerous. The 
Founders of our nation and millions of sol-
diers died so we would never again see such 
a time, their sacrifices should never be taken 
lightly. Those heroes dreamed of a country 
where the people determined what the future 
would look like, and now we are here. How-
ever, the hard work is far from over. While 
the Constitution provides the foundation to 
build our government upon, the most impor-
tant work is done by the people we elect. Our 
republic should be reinvented with each new 
generation. This makes it even more impor-
tant for the majority to participate in the 
political process. Our system is currently 
lacking people to balance out the radical ac-
tivists and conversely, push forward those 
who have stagnated in their policy. The re-
cent retirement of leaders like Senator 
Stowe is compelling evidence that even lead-
ers are frustrated by the polarization of the 
politically active members of society. We 
need everyone to participate to fully deserve 
a good government. 

An ideal spot to start these changes would 
be in high schools. Although Government 
classes lightly touch on the importance of 
voting, most kids have no idea how crucial it 
is. A self-fulfilling prophecy occurs in their 
political lives; society does not expect them 
to care until they are older, and as a result, 
they don’t think they need to. However, if 
the curriculum included more of an emphasis 
on not only the importance of voting, but a 
detailed explanation of what each party 
stands for and how to discern for themselves 
how they would like to vote, students would 
respond. Lists of election dates could be dis-
tributed to students and posted online. By 
involving social media we could reach even 
more of this demographic. Twitter, 
Facebook, my space could all have reminders 
to vote, information about candidates and 
their issues, and ways to get involved in the 
community it would be difficult. A similar 
campaign was tried in the early 2000s, but 
was abandoned when it did not prove imme-

diately effective. While we have more social 
media now, allowing the message to further 
penetrate, what we really need is persever-
ance from our leaders. We must continue to 
try and reach this crucial age group, because 
they too deserve a chance to reshape the re-
public and make this country even greater. 
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Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Nazareth College, which I am proud to 
represent as part of the 29th District of the 
great state of New York. Nazareth College 
was recently recognized by the Military Ad-
vanced Education Journal as military friendly, 
following a concerted effort to help veteran 
students transition to academia. 

Beginning with the hiring of Jeremy Bagley 
as coordinator of veteran student enrollment, 
Nazareth College has worked to provide more 
services and offerings to its veteran students. 
By working with the Rochester Veterans Out-
reach Center, Nazareth College has provided 
access to creative arts therapy and therapists 
and developed a program to train faculty and 
staff to help respond to veterans’ needs. 
When the Veterans Outreach Center was 
forced to lay off employees due to financial 
pressures, Nazareth College provided over-
sight of its on-site clinical staff to help offset 
the impact of cuts to vital programs. Nazareth 
College continues to offer internships pairing 
veterans with veteran mentors as part of a 
broad strategy to help veteran students better 
handle the transition from military service to 
academia. 

In recognition of this concerted effort by 
Nazareth College and in light of the rigorous 
criteria used by the Military Advanced Edu-
cation Journal in awarding this distinction, I 
am pleased to recognize Nazareth College for 
their designation as military friendly. 
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to 
interact with some of the brightest students in 

the 22nd Congressional District who serve on 
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. I 
have gained much by listening to the high 
school students who are the future of this 
great Nation. They provide important insight 
into the concerns of our younger constituents 
and hopefully get a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and I 
am pleased to share these with my House col-
leagues. 

Bailey Arlinghaus is a senior at Clements 
High School in Fort Bend County, Texas. Her 
essay topic is: In your opinion, what role 
should government play in our lives? 

Government is crucial in our lives. With-
out government, we would all be barbarically 
fighting for the limited amount of resources 
we have available. Government helps our so-
ciety function the way it is, but just like 
anything else, too much of a good thing can 
be bad. Therefore, government intervention 
should be limited on our lives. Too much 
government control can lead to dictatorships 
or the government playing a ‘‘Big Brother’’ 
kind of role. This ‘‘Big Brother’’ type of rule 
would be bad in the long run because the 
people would lose faith in the government, so 
the citizens would try to find any way they 
can to overthrow the government. Govern-
ment’s role should be to help society but 
within its boundaries set by society. Cross-
ing these boundaries can lead to too much 
government intervention in our society. I 
think the boundary that the government 
should never cross would be the boundary of 
the government tracking your every move 
and everything you do. The government’s 
main role should be to lay down the expecta-
tions, make laws that people should follow, 
help society when needed, but don’t interfere 
in society so much that it makes the people 
dependent on the government to run effec-
tively. The government’s role is important 
to how this society functions. Therefore, the 
government needs to let society work in a 
way so that it isn’t making the society com-
pletely dependent on them. Every individual 
should be able to speak their mind, without 
control, to promote new ideas that better so-
ciety. That can only happen with a limited 
government role, to make society work on 
its own. The government should do nothing 
except give a little push to society every now 
and then to keep it running. With this, the 
government isn’t running our everyday lives 
but just helping us to be able to run it our-
selves. We should all follow the government’s 
laws but, at the same time, be able to have 
a mind of our own. To conclude, the govern-
ment shouldn’t play a huge role in our every 
day lives, rather a limited one, so we can be 
more effective on our own and be able to 
think for ourselves. 
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