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Accountant. Their daughter Anne is a mechan-
ical engineer who is working on a Masters
program in Mechatronics.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring Mr. Richard Mahacek for his
years of dedication to the 4-H students and
program.

————

HONORING THE RECIPIENTS OF
THE ANDROSCOGGIN COUNTY
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
AWARDS

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 17, 2012

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the extraordinary recipients of the
2012 Androscoggin County Chamber of Com-
merce Awards. The Androscoggin Chamber
has an outstanding record of creating and pro-
viding opportunities that promote economic
and community growth in the communities that
make up the heart of Central Maine.

Every year, the Androscoggin County
Chamber of Commerce honors some of the
outstanding individuals that work hard each
and every day to make the Lewiston/Auburn
region a better place to do business. Their ef-
forts to strengthen opportunity and prosperity
in Maine are remarkable, and the whole com-
munity benefits from the example of their suc-
cess.

This year's award recipients include Agren
Appliance and Baxter Brewing, Business
Leadership Awards; Steve Closson of
Androscoggin Bank, the Ray Geiger Award;
L/A Cash Coalition and L/A Art Walk, Commu-
nity Service Awards; Pike Industries, the Po-
land Business Award; Auburn Chief of Police
and Acting City Manager Phil Crowell, the
Public Service Leadership Award; Healthy
Androscoggin, the Education Award; Industrial
Roofing, the Cool Chamber Award; Lewiston
Career Center, the Ken Addition Award for
Business Advocacy; Center Street Dental,
New Member of the Year; and, Northeastern
Charter and Tours, and the Library Café,
President’s Awards.

These businesses, individuals, and organi-
zations are among the very best that the
Androscoggin County region has to offer.
Thanks to the contributions of this year's
award winners, Androscoggin County is a
great place to work and live. | wish them all
continued success going forward.

Mr. Speaker, please join me again in con-
gratulating the recipients of the 2012
Androscoggin County Chamber of Commerce
Awards.

——————

RECOGNIZING REVEREND ELIJAH
EASON FOR HIS HONORABLE
SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY AND
COMMITMENT TO THE COMMU-
NITY

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON
OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 17, 2012

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable veteran
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and man of God, Reverend Elijah Eason. He
has served his community through hard work
and Christian leadership.

Reverend Eason, a resident of Rolling Fork,
Mississippi, was born October 31, 1965, to
Frank and Maggie Eason in Washington
County, Mississippi. He was the youngest
child born to this union.

Following his graduation from Rolling Fork
High School in 1984, he enlisted in the United
States Army, where he served for four years.
After returning home from the military, he met
and married Angelia Michelle Bush in 1992.

In 2001, he devoted his life to Christ and
was ordained a Baptist minister. For nine
years, he led the flock of the Mount Lula Mis-
sionary Baptist Church and served there with
great spiritual devotion. Reverend Eason al-
ways had a joke or a parable that would make
you smile. He had true and genuine love for
people.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Reverend Elijah Eason for his
dedication to serving our great Country and
his community

———

PHILIP D. PROVENCHER

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 17, 2012

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | congratulate Philip Provencher
of Dunbarton, New Hampshire, on receiving
the French Legion of Honor. It is truly a pres-
tigious distinction to be appointed a Chevalier
of the French Legion of Honor by the Presi-
dent of France, Nicolas Sarkozy. Throughout
history, France has been a strong ally to the
United States and it is greatly appreciated that
they continue to recognize the heroic acts of
the brave men and women of our Armed
Forces, and for the sacrifices and service per-
formed to assist the French people during
World War II.

As a member of the U.S. Army’s First Infan-
try Division, Philip joined with allied forces on
D-Day to help liberate France from the Ger-
mans by carrying a 50 Ib. mortar on his back
through the turbulent tides of the English
Channel, to help support ground forces on
Omaha Beach. As a translator for his unit,
“Frenchy” then marched with his fellow sol-
diers through France, Belgium, and Germany.
His valiant efforts during this campaign also
earned him a Bronze Star for rescuing a
wounded friend while under enemy fire.

These are but a few examples of the heroic
and courageous acts Mr. Provencher per-
formed in service to his country during WWII
and | join with President Sarkozy and Gov-
ernor Lynch in congratulating Philip on this es-
teemed recognition. On behalf of a grateful
nation, | thank him for his dedicated service to
our country.
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IN HONOR OF THE RETIREMENT
OF SANDY HOPP FROM THE
COUNTY OF STANISLAUS

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 17, 2012

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mrs. Sandy Hopp in the event of
her retirement from Stanislaus County.

Sandy Hopp has been an employee of the
County of Stanislaus since January 2003. She
was recruited to work as a Field Representa-
tive for Supervisor Jeff Grover, a position she
held for eight years. She is currently the Field
Representative to Supervisor Terry Withrow,
representing Supervisorial District Three. After
being hired, she quickly increased in respon-
sibilities and exhibited a great skill in working
with people in all walks of life. She is often the
eyes, ears and voice of her elected Super-
visor, and represents the Supervisor in venues
such as the Salida Municipal Advisory Com-
mittee, the Weed and Seed Project and other
community meetings and organizations.

Mrs. Hopp has a tremendous understanding
of government operations and serves as an
outstanding interface between the Supervisors’
Office, County departments, the community
and various state and federal organizations. In
her role, Mrs. Hopp quickly developed a pas-
sion for the area of legislative and govern-
mental affairs. She was selected as a liaison
to a French delegation visiting Stanislaus
County, she serves as the coordinator of Gov-
ernment Day for the elite Leadership Modesto
program and she was a coordinator of the San
Joaquin Valley Regional Association of Cali-
fornia Counties Supervisors Association An-
nual Meeting.

Mrs. Hopp is an outstanding liaison with the
offices of local, state and federal elected offi-
cials. A personal highlight of mine is when
Stanislaus County officials visit Washington,
D.C. to present projects and priorities. Mrs.
Hopp coordinates extremely complex sched-
ules for maximum efficiency of the trip and
also serves as an outstanding liaison to Con-
gressional offices. Visiting with Mrs. Hopp on
these trips is always a highlight for my staff
and for me personally.

Mrs. Hopp has a personal commitment to
excellence and a strong faith which is central
to whom she is as a person and to her service
to her family, church and community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring Mrs. Sandy Hopp for her many

years of dedication to the County of
Stanislaus.

——
RECOGNIZING ELDER HENRY

SMILEY FOR HIS DEDICATION
AND SERVICE TO THE COMMU-
NITY

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 17, 2012

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable and
honorable man, Elder Henry Smiley. A lifelong
resident of Copiah County, Mississippi, he has
shown what can be done through hard work,
dedication, and a desire to achieve.
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Elder Smiley graduated from Breckenridge
Job Corps Center in Morganfield, Kentucky, in
1977. After graduation, he accepted God'’s call
on his life to minister.

March 13, 1978, changed his life forever
and provided a monumental challenge to his
faith and his zeal for life. He suffered a dev-
astating accident while working at a local saw
mill. Although paralyzed from the waist down,
he maintained a soaring spirit and even
stronger love for the Lord.

He is a tireless and tenacious worker who
lives a life of service to others and to his God.
Elder Smiley has served on the “Spirit Team”
at the Methodist Rehabilitation Center where
he motivates and encourages others with spi-
nal injuries. He is also a member of the
Copiah Chapter of NAACP, Chaplin of the
Hazlehurst Parent-Teacher Association and
volunteers at high school football games in
traffic control and gate security. From 2002 to
2005, he served as a role model and discus-
sion leader at the Mississippi Job Corp Center
and he is the Vice President of the Benevolent
Fund of the Copiah County Ministerial Alliance
and the Transportation Committee.

Elder Smiley and his wife, Cora, have four
children. He is an Ordained Minister and Elder
at New Cathedral of Worship in Hazlehurst,
Mississippi. He serves as an officer on the
Church’s Executive Board with responsibility
as Director of Maintenance, Property and Lo-
gistics.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing a humble but dynamic servant,
Elder Henry Smiley, for his service to the com-
munity.

——————

HONORING ERIC MERKELY

HON. JASON CHAFFETZ

OF UTAH
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 17, 2012

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Eric Merkely, a 17-year-old student at Salem
Hills High School. This remarkable young man
was recently diagnosed with a form of cancer
found in his leg called osteosarcoma. The
cancer quickly spread into the surrounding
muscle, bone, and nerves to the point that
Eric had to undergo extensive surgery. While
this surgery saved his life, it also took his leg.

For most people this experience would be
considered a tragic loss. However, Eric has
grown from the experience and greatly im-
pacted his school and community. Even
though many were concerned about his
health, Eric turned his illness into an oppor-
tunity to give back to those less fortunate than
himself. He raised money by selling wrist-
bands and donated the proceeds to a chil-
dren’s hospital.

| invite my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the accomplishments of a young man
who turned his personal trials into an oppor-
tunity to give to those less fortunate and who
is great example for the community.
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IN HONOR OF THE PREMIERE OF
THE “RED TAILS” MOVIE ABOUT
THE TUSKEGEE AIRMEN

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 17, 2012

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to pay tribute to an upcoming cele-
bration of the Tuskegee Airmen, which will be
held on January 20th when the George Lucas
film “Red Tails” makes its national debut.

The movie will highlight the heroic Tuskegee
Airmen who served our country with honor
and distinction even though they faced great
challenges back at home. The Tuskegee Air-
men flew over 15,000 missions and were
awarded the Congressional Medal in 2007.

Across Tuskegee and Alabama, friends will
honor this tribute by wearing red and hanging
red ribbons across the community. There will
be a red ribbon hanging in my Washington,
DC office as well.

In 1998, the Tuskegee Airmen National His-
toric Site at Moton Field in Macon County was
established. This site draws people from all
over to come and visit.

It is with deepest appreciation and honor
that we celebrate the Tuskegee Airmen for the
film “Red Tails” filmed in their honor. This trib-
ute should be another great way to help con-
tinue to tell their story for generations to come.

———
CONGRATULATING THE SANTA
MARGARITA CATHOLIC HIGH

SCHOOL EAGLES ON THEIR 2011
CIF STATE BOWL DIVISION AND
2011 CIF PAC-5 DIVISION CHAM-
PIONSHIPS

HON. GARY G. MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 17, 2012

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to congratulate the Santa
Margarita Catholic High School Eagles on
their 2011 CIF State Bowl Division and 2011
CIF PAC-5 Division Championships. Their
42-37 victory on December 16, 2011, is an
achievement that will be remembered forever.

Winning a state championship is a remark-
able achievement. This championship is a leg-
acy that both Santa Margarita High School
and each 2010-2011 Eagle player will always
cherish. The Eagles and Coach Harry Welch,
along with assistant coaches John Carpenter,
Sean Coen, Dave Frazeur, Paul Gomes, Joe
Griffith, Wyatt Hart, Rob Hendricks, Mike
Johnson, Jay Noonan, Kevin Orton, Brian
Pearsall, Adrian Peters, Marty Spalding, Mike
Walcott, Butch Ward and  Monterio
Witherspoon, know that success comes with
teamwork and perseverance. The coaches
rely upon team managers for expert assist-
ance. Managers Haley Davin, Lauren Haydon,
Rachel Imburgia and Sydney Martin were in-
strumental in the victory.

It is an honor to pay tribute to Santa Mar-
garita High School and the entire Eagles foot-
ball squad. The House of Representatives sa-
lutes each of you: Houston Agan, Matt Ander-
sen, Reid Andrew, Ryan Andrew, Nick Begg,
Tony Bone, Zach Bonte, Erik Bunte, Justin
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Cabrera, Josh Canty, Grant Clancy, River
Cracraft, Dane Crane, Kendall Czech, lan
Dewert, Frank DiPietro, Sean Donegan, David
Dotson, Chris Frost, Ryan Gardner, Sammy
Gibbs, Hunter Graham, Grady Higgins, Dun-
can Hume, Konner Kafentzis, Patrick Kennelly,
Jack Kerry, Ryan Kilander, Jonathan LaBonty,
Brenden Linzmeier, Cole Luther, Michael Della
Maggiore, Austin Maihen, RJ Mazolewski, Jo-
seph McGill, John McGrory, Brady McGuire,
Sean McGuire, Alec McNiff, James McQuitty,
Andrew Mendonca, Cory Mendoza, Sean
Modster, Connor O’Brien, Mack Pierson, Luke
Poutre, Taylor Prenevost, Ben Prukop, Blaine
Rieger, Drake Schwenke, Riley Sorenson, Will
Sorenson, Gian Carlo Spinosi, Johnny Stan-
ton, Luke Stinson, Alex Suchesk, Randal
Swain, Kyle Sweet, Max Tuerk, Alex Ury,
Ryan Wolpin and Bradley Ydens.

Congratulations again to the Santa Mar-
garita High School Eagles.

IN RECOGNITION OF GARY JONES
HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 17, 2012

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize FEMA Region 6 Deputy Regional
Administrator Gary Jones as he retires from
public service. Mr. Jones retired at the end of
2011 after forty-six years of state and federal
service.

Earning a Bachelor's Degree in Education
from the University of Arkansas and a Mas-
ters Degree in Public Health Administration
from Tulane University, Mr. Jones began his
public service with the State of Arkansas. This
state career spanned thirteen years, including
three years as the Director of Arkansas’ Emer-
gency Medical Services Program. He then
went into federal service in 1977 with the U.S.
Public Health Service where his role as Arkan-
sas State Coordinator for Physician Recruit-
ment to identify doctors, dentists and nurses
for rural Arkansas communities federally des-
ignated as medically underserved.

In 1983 Mr. Jones joined FEMA and moved
to Denton. By 1987 he was Branch Chief for
Region 6 Technological Hazards Branch
where he was responsible for the region’s Ra-
diological Emergency Preparedness, Radio-
logical Defense, Hazardous Materials, Earth-
quake Preparedness, Hurricane Prepared-
ness, Dam Safety and the Chemical Stockpile
Emergency Preparedness programs.

In 1994 Mr. Jones was promoted to his cur-
rent position as the FEMA Region 6 Deputy
Regional Administrator, during which he
served on five separate occasions as the
FEMA Region 6 Acting Regional Administrator
for a span of time that exceeded four years.

During the seventeen years he served as
Deputy Regional Administrator, he provided
executive leadership and oversight in over
three hundred federally declared disasters in-
cluding his roles as Deputy Principal Federal
Official for Hurricane Rita (2005) and Federal
Coordinating Officer for Hurricanes Katrina
(2005) and Georges (1998) as well as service
in Hurricane Andrew, the Oklahoma City
bombing, the Columbia Space Shuttle dis-
aster, Tropical Storm Allison, and the duration
of 2008 which featured Hurricane Ike and
proved to be a record-breaking year for the re-
gion in presidentially declared disasters. Sev-
eral of these disasters have directly impacted
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