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that there will be a price to pay if that should 
happen. It is our sincere hope that it does not, 
and that this hearing and the spotlight that it 
will shine on Cuban political prisoners will con-
tribute to authentic freedom and respect for 
the human rights of all the people of Cuba. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE ARMENIAN 
VICTIMS OF THE SUMGAIT, 
KIROVABAD, AND BAKU PO-
GROMS 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 17, 2012 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember the Armenian victims of the 
Sumgait, Kirovabad, and Baku pogroms who 
were killed in Azerbaijan in the late 1980s and 
early 1990s. As the United States stood as a 
beacon for freedom around the world, the So-
viet Union suffered from ethnic strife and inter-
nal unrest. Communist ideology and a com-
mand economy could not hold together the 
Soviet republics and their diverse ethnic 
groups. The Soviet Union—despite its rhet-
oric—failed to protect and ensure the rights of 
its ethnic minorities, especially the ethnic Ar-
menians who were targeted in pogroms in 
Azerbaijan. 

In February 1988 hundreds of Armenians 
were singled out, driven from their homes, and 
murdered by Azerbaijani rioters. Despite 
Sumgait’s proximity to security forces in the 
capital city, the riots and destruction continued 
for three days unabated. Credible sources re-
port that hundreds of Armenians were killed or 
wounded; Soviet officials at the time acknowl-
edged 30 deaths and 200 injured. 

This tragedy did not go unrecognized at the 
time. Several U.S. Senators rose to speak out 
against this violence. They sent letters to the 
government of the Soviet Union. The Senate 
unanimously passed an amendment urging 
the Soviet government to respect the aspira-
tions of the Armenian people and urging it to 
discontinue its serious violations of human 
rights. 

In Kirovabad later that same year Arme-
nians were once again targeted. My friend and 
colleague from Michigan, Representative 
SANDER LEVIN, joined 11 other members of the 
House and Senate to write to Soviet Premier 
Mikhail Gorbachev in advance of his historic 
trip to the United States urging him to protect 
the Armenians living in Azerbaijan. 

Unfortunately, in January 1990 in the Azer-
baijani capital of Baku, Armenians were once 
again targeted in a weeklong pogrom. Civil so-
ciety called upon the Azerbaijan government 
to respect the rights of, and prevent crimes 
against, its Armenian minority population. 

Today, I rise to remember the victims and 
honor their memories. America has always 
stood for democratic freedom and human 
rights—whether then during the Cold War—or 
today during the historic transition in the Mid-
dle East. Democracies cannot flourish without 
respecting the rights of the minority. Twenty- 
four years later it is important that we not for-
get the victims of Sumgait, Kirovabad, and 
Baku. I call upon the countries in the region to 
respect the human rights of all residents— 
whether majority or minority—and to ensure 
that these events never happen again. 

UNITED TECHNOLOGIES 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 17, 2012 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor United Technologies on a 
monumental achievement—spending more 
than $1 billion on education and training for 
their employees. Since its inception under the 
leadership of George David 15 years ago, the 
Employee Scholars Program has been a vital 
source of ongoing education for UTC employ-
ees to obtain a degree, advance their skill 
sets, or gain knowledge in any number of 
fields. It provides for the costs of tuition, 
books, and fees up-front and allows employ-
ees to pursue their education at any accred-
ited institution of higher education. 

Through promoting a culture of lifelong 
learning, UTC has set an example for the en-
tire corporate community of how to provide a 
benefit that will have lasting results for their 
employees, the company, and I daresay the 
economy. Over 30,000 employees have 
earned a degree through the Employee Schol-
ars Program, and many others have been able 
to access coursework to improve their skills. 
The unique, and in my opinion exemplary as-
pect of this program is that the company does 
not require that the employee pursue edu-
cation directly related to their current position. 
This allows UTC employees the freedom to 
choose what they want to study, whether they 
think it will help them in their current position, 
a future position, or an entirely different field 
altogether. It is my belief that ongoing learning 
leads to more productive workers and a more 
productive society. 

I applaud UTC again for their sustained 
commitment to lifelong learning and commend 
them on the milestone accomplishment. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SEMINOLE VOCA-
TIONAL EDUCATION CENTER 

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 17, 2012 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the 50th anniversary of the 
Seminole Vocational Education Center, SVEC, 
which I have the privilege to represent. This 
facility is truly an example of how one citizen’s 
vision can be brought to life through the efforts 
of an entire community. Originally named the 
‘‘Ag Farm’’ the facility first opened its doors in 
1961. In the past 50 years, this facility has 
grown from one square acre of land managed 
by a few staff members and 60 students, to 
one that now spans 42 acres and provides 
training to over 450 students. 

It all began with Seminole resident Bill 
Moore, who had a vision for an agricultural 
education center in Pinellas. After acquiring an 
acre of land he, the staff, and students cleared 
the land together and the facilities were built. 
Through partnerships with businesses in the 
community the center has grown to offer mul-
tiple courses in a wide variety of areas. Stu-
dents can receive technical certificates in ev-
erything from carpentry to commercial art. The 

center even offers math, English, and science 
courses as a part of a program that targets at 
risk youth in order to prevent students from 
dropping out of school. 

The SVEC has been receiving recognition 
for decades. Their students have proven 
themselves as award winners at the state, re-
gional, and national levels, not to mention the 
dozens of newspaper articles that track their 
growth and accomplishments throughout the 
years. The ambition of the staff and students 
at the SVEC has made it a facility that has not 
only lasted fifty years, but has gotten better 
each year. 

In closing, I am honored to represent the 
teachers, students, and community members 
who have taken part in the SVEC. Their dedi-
cation has made an invaluable impact on our 
community and its residents. I ask my col-
leagues to join with me today in recognizing 
this important milestone and to wish the center 
continued success in the years to come. 
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PROTECTING INVESTMENT IN OIL 
SHALE THE NEXT GENERATION 
OF ENVIRONMENTAL, ENERGY, 
AND RESOURCE SECURITY ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 15, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3408) to set clear 
rules for the development of United States 
oil shale resources, to promote shale tech-
nology research and development, and for 
other purposes: 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Chair, in the 
aftermath of the BP Deepwater Horizon dis-
aster, President Obama, lawmakers from both 
sides of the aisle, a national commission, busi-
nesses and environmentalists reached con-
sensus that 80% of the fines and penalties 
that BP is required to pay for violating the 
Clean Water Act be devoted to Gulf of Mexico 
recovery and research. All have urged Con-
gress to act, but unfortunately, the Congress 
has not done so. 

As Co-Chair of the bipartisan Gulf Coast 
Caucus, I ask my colleagues not to let the ef-
fort languish any longer. The House should 
act expeditiously to do so and devote 80% of 
the Deepwater Horizon fines and penalties to 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

Unfortunately, the Scalise amendment could 
be interpreted as an endorsement of a par-
ticular piece of legislation, such as the RE-
STORE Act. While the RESTORE Act does 
devote 80% of the Clean Water Act fines to 
the Gulf States, it is flawed in its current form 
and does not achieve meaningful recovery of 
the Gulf of Mexico. 

So while I urge my colleagues to defeat the 
amendment, the time is now for the Congress 
to pass an 80% bill and focus on the eco-
nomic and environmental health of the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

Extensive review of the BP Deepwater Hori-
zon disaster and the historic degradation of 
the Gulf of Mexico was conducted by the Na-
tional Commission on the BP Deepwater Hori-
zon Oil Spill, Secretary of the Navy Ray 
Mabus Report, and the EPA Gulf Restoration 
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Task Force is appreciated. All recommended 
recovery and research strategies to be funded 
in large part by 80% of the fines and penalties 
under the Clean Water Act. Although the RE-
STORE Act purports to follow the rec-
ommended strategies, it does not and is 
flawed. 

RESTORE SHOULD FOCUS ON A GULF-WIDE RESEARCH 
AND RECOVERY STRATEGY 

As currently drafted, the RESTORE Act 
does not promote a Gulf-wide research and 
recovery strategy. Under the formulas con-
tained in the bill that divide the 80% re-
sources, Gulf-wide research and recovery ef-
forts would be disjointed and receive short- 
shrift. The formulas currently contained in the 
bill appear to be based upon Senate dynamics 
rather than a Gulf-wide recovery and research 
strategy based upon sound science. The RE-
STORE Act fails to make a large enough in-
vestment in Gulf-wide solutions to the ‘‘dead 
zone,’’ red tide outbreaks that threaten tour-
ism, and the health of the Gulf overall. Where 
is the overarching science advisory compo-
nent that is necessary for such an important 
research and recovery strategy? 

This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
address critical systemic issues that have 
plagued the Gulf for decades. We must not 
waste it. 

RESTORE SHOULD DEVOTE GREATER RESOURCES TO 
LONG TERM RESEARCH AND GULF MONITORING 

RESTORE should be improved to ensure 
that adequate Gulf research and monitoring 
are conducted for decades to come. Many of 
the impacts from the catastrophic disaster are 
currently impossible to discern to the naked 
eye and in the short-term. The blowout 
wreaked havoc on fisheries, marshes, 
seagrasses, oyster beds, coasts, and aquatic 
life. In addition, over past decades, science 
gathering and sharing in the Gulf has been 
neglected. While RESTORE does carve out 
some dollars for long-term research and moni-
toring, the investments are inadequate to en-
sure a long-term, sustained research and re-
covery effort. 

DO NOT DUPLICATE NATURAL RESOURCE DAMAGE 
ASSESSMENTS $ BILLIONS FLOWING TO IMPACTED AREAS 

Any legislation that devotes 80% of the 
Clean Water Act fines and penalties to the 
Gulf of Mexico research and recovery effort 
should not duplicate the billions of dollars 
going to the impacted areas under the Oil Pol-
lution Act and the Natural Resource Damage 
Assessment. One billion dollars already have 
been directed to oiled areas and states for 
cleanup and restoration. 

JOBS AND ECONOMICS 
The Gulf is rich in natural resources that 

support many jobs and economic stability for 
millions of families. The Gulf ecosystem pro-
duced thirty percent of the United States’ 
gross domestic product in 2009. If our five 
Gulf States were one country it would rank 
seventh in global gross domestic product. Our 
abundance of natural resources is critical to 
our economic health, as those resources dwin-
dle so do our livelihoods and our financial sta-
bility. Investing in long-term environmental res-
toration and addressing environmental issues 
present prior to the BP oil disaster is critical to 
achieving comprehensive economic restora-
tion. 

I am encouraged to see bipartisan support 
to direct 80% of the Clean Water Act fines to 
the Gulf of Mexico. However, the RESTORE 

Act as currently drafted falls far short of the 
coordinated, long-term, science-based effort 
that is needed to protect such a valuable na-
tional resource. Therefore, I look forward to 
working with all Members on an improved na-
tional strategy for the Gulf of Mexico and its 
communities. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JUDY BIGGERT 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 17, 2012 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, on 
rollcall No. 64, I inadvertently voted ‘‘no.’’ I 
would like to be recorded as ‘‘aye’’ for rollcall 
No. 64. 
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SUPPORTING TAIWAN’S REQUEST 
FOR PURCHASE OF F–16 C/Ds 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 17, 2012 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, as a long- 
time member of the Congressional Taiwan 
Caucus and as a Member of Congress who 
has frequent interaction with the Taiwanese 
American constituents in my district, I rise 
today to bring an issue to your attention, 
which can no longer be delayed. 

I would like to comment on how our relation-
ship with Taiwan intermingles with the local 
economy of North Texas. 

Taiwan seeks to procure more than five 
dozen F–16 C/Ds from the United States that 
are proudly built in North Texas. These nego-
tiations have been underway since 2006. It is 
important that this deal not be further delayed. 
The Administration has resisted the sale and 
has rather suggested selling Taiwan upgrades 
for its older F–16 A/Bs. I find this to be a very 
inadequate position that jeopardizes Taiwan’s 
future defensive capabilities and will result in 
a hit to the North Texas economy. 

Taiwan seeks the F–16 C/Ds solely for de-
fensive purposes. This is very apparent given 
the increasing number of short and medium- 
range ballistic missiles aimed at the island by 
its neighbor, the People’s Republic of China. 
At current there are more than 1,400 missiles 
aimed at Taiwan from the other side of the 
Taiwan Strait. I am afraid that China continues 
to add to the number of missiles pointed at 
Taiwan and that this number is only expected 
to increase over time. 

The 1979 Taiwan Relations Act (TRA), 
which has been the cornerstone of United 
States-Taiwan relations for decades, declares 
that it is the policy of the United States ‘‘to 
consider any effort to determine the future of 
Taiwan by other than peaceful means, includ-
ing by boycotts or embargoes, a threat to the 
peace and security of the Western Pacific 
area and of grave concern to the United 
States.’’ We need to abide by our TRA com-
mitments and support the defensive capabili-
ties of Taiwan. 

I would like to call attention to legislation in-
troduced by my colleague, Congresswoman 
KAY GRANGER, which seeks to remedy this sit-
uation. I ask my fellow colleagues to join me 

in cosponsoring H.R. 2992, the Taiwan Air-
power Modernization Act of 2011. Senator 
JOHN CORNYN has introduced a companion bill 
in the Senate. This bipartisan legislation will 
direct the President to authorize the sale of no 
fewer than 66 F–16 C/Ds to Taiwan. We can-
not continue to delay on this issue, as the pro-
duction line for F–16s will only remain open 
for a limited additional amount of time. Once 
the F–16 production line closes, then we will 
have missed this opportunity to increase the 
defensive capabilities of Taiwan and provide a 
significant economic boost to the North Texas 
economy. 

Iwill continue to work towards increasing our 
already strong relations with the people of Tai-
wan. I believe that the best way forward for 
improving these relations and helping our 
North Texas economy is to approve the sale 
of the F–16 C/Ds to Taiwan. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. ROB-
ERT C. MANTS, JR.—CIVIL 
RIGHTS ACTIVIST AND COMMU-
NITY ORGANIZER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 17, 2012 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life of Mr. Robert 
C. Mants, Jr. of Lowndes County, Alabama. 
Mr. Mants will most notably be remembered 
as one the four civil rights leaders of the 
‘‘Bloody Sunday’’ march in Selma, Alabama 
on March 7, 1965. He was also a very well 
known and respected community organizer 
and activist. 

Mr. Mants was born and raised in Atlanta, 
Georgia in 1943. While in the 11th grade, at 
the age of 16, he was the youngest member 
of the Committee on Appeal for Human 
Rights, an Atlanta student movement. During 
this time, he also volunteered at the Student 
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee Head-
quarters (SNCC) in Atlanta. After graduating 
from high school in 1961, he briefly attended 
Morehouse College before deciding to dedi-
cate one hundred percent of his time to the 
Civil Rights Movement. 

By the summer of 1964, Mr. Mants was 
working for SNCC in Americus, Georgia. While 
working with the SNCC Southwest Georgia 
Project, he met his future wife, Joann Chris-
tian. In early 1965, he went to work in 
Lowndes County, Alabama, and was instru-
mental in the planning of the Selma-to-Mont-
gomery March in March 1965. The march was 
organized at the request of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., with the goal to lead protestors to 
Montgomery and ask Governor George Wal-
lace for protection for black voter registrants. 
The march was led by Mr. Mants, Mr. JOHN 
LEWIS, Mr. Albert Turner, and Reverend 
Hosea Williams. 

On ‘‘Bloody Sunday,’’ Mr. Mants was in the 
front ranks of an estimated 600 marchers as 
they crossed the Edmund Pettus Bridge in 
Selma, Alabama. Waiting for them on the 
other side of the bridge was a wall of Alabama 
state troopers. Subsequently, the demonstra-
tors were brutally attacked with nightsticks and 
fired upon with tear gas. Seventeen marchers 
were hospitalized, and the day was nicknamed 
‘‘Bloody Sunday.’’ Televised images of the 
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