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Basileus Special Act Awards: Brother Tony
Bullock, Brother David Holliday, Brother Rob-
ert Reese, Jr., Brother Cozy Bailey, Sr., Broth-
er Leonard Newman lll, Brother Adrian Gore,
Brother Jimmie Jacobs, Jr., Brother Harvey L.
Woodson, Jr., Brother Trevor Hamilton, Broth-
er Bernard Oliphant, Brother Anthony Burgess,
Brother Byron Cherry, Sr., Brother Vernon
Campbell, Brother Andrew McCall |l, Brother
Albert Woods, Brother Earl Clark, Brother Erik
Noel, Brother Gregory Reid, Brother Lloyd
Marshall, Brother Arthur Sobers, Jr., Brother
David Ballard, Brother Joseph Boutte, Brother
DeSean Davis, Brother Drefus Lane, Sr.,
Brother Vincent Gordon, Brother William
Vaughn, Jr., Brother Joseph Boutte, Brother
Derrick Harris, Sr., Brother Conrado Morgan,
Brother Rowland Webb, Sr., Brother Stephen
Blakely, Brother Crispin Abad, Brother Greg-
ory Reid, Brother Johnny Ledbetter, Brother
Matthew Mitchell, Brother Thomas Victor
Montgomery lll, Brother Jeffrey Allen, Brother
Victor Hinton, Brother Robert Melvin, Brother
Iven King, Jr., Brother Tyrone Simon, Brother
Kenneth West, Brother Simon King, Brother
Randall Webb, Brother Lewis Forrest |, Broth-
er Byron Cherry, Sr., Brother Lee Bennett, Jr.,
Brother Elijah Jackson III.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in conveying our appreciation for eight
years of civic service by the Pi Lambda Lamb-
da Chapter of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity,
Inc. It is civic groups like the Pi Lambda
Lambda Chapter that define the character of
our communities and give measure to our
generosity of spirit.

———

CORRECTING AND IMPROVING THE
LEAHY-SMITH AMERICA INVENTS
ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Sunday, December 30, 2012

Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, the Leahy-Smith
America Invents Act, or “AlA,” which was
signed into law on September 16, 2011, is the
most substantial reform of U.S. patent law
since the 1836 Patent Act. The AIA re-estab-
lishes the United States patent system as the
global standard. The bill that we discuss
today, H.R. 6621, makes necessary technical
corrections to the AIA to ensure that the bill
realizes its full potential to promote innovation
and create jobs.

The AIA represented the culmination of
nearly a decade of work by Members, key
staff, and officials from both the Bush and
Obama Administrations. The bill helps to bring
our patent system into the 21st century and
sets our nation’s innovation infrastructure on
the right path for decades to come.

At the center of our successful efforts to
enact the AIA and this technical corrections
measure over the last decade has been Blaine
Merritt, the Chief Counsel of the Committee on
the Judiciary’s Subcommittee on Intellectual
Property, Competition and the Internet.

Blaine has been a constant and tireless
public servant, who has served the American
people with quiet distinction and profes-
sionalism for nearly three decades. On the oc-
casion of his retirement from the U.S. House
of Representatives, | want to note a few of his
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many contributions to our work and to the bet-
terment of the American people.

A native of Greensboro, North Carolina,
Blaine’s congressional career began in 1985
in our office where he began his public service
as a Legislative Assistant. In 1988, he was
promoted to Legislative Director, a position he
served in until he was called to serve on the
professional staff of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary in 1997.

Once on the Committee, Blaine was ap-
pointed Chief Counsel to the subcommittee
with oversight over our intellectual property
laws and courts related issues in 2000. In that
capacity, Blaine served three successive Re-
publican Chairmen—Representatives Henry
Hyde, JIM SENSENBRENNER and LAMAR SMITH.

During his service on the Judiciary Com-
mittee, Blaine established himself and became
recognized as one of our nation’s foremost au-
thorities on the law of patents, copyrights and
trademarks as well as an expert on all matters
that relate to the Federal judiciary and con-
gressional procedure.

Blaine’s contributions to landmark legislation
are innumerable. Counted among the bills he
helped to steer to enactment are the American
Inventor's Protection Act (AIPA), the Digital
Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) and the
aforementioned Leahy-Smith AIA of 2011.

Mr. Speaker, I've been blessed to represent
the good citizens of the Sixth District of North
Carolina, from where Blaine hails, since 1985.
Throughout my tenure, | and countless other
Members of the “People’s House” have bene-
fitted from his sound counsel, seasoned judg-
ment and quiet leadership.

As Blaine embarks upon the next phase of
his career, | hope he takes a little time to relax
and watch his beloved “Blue Devils” basket-
ball team that is undefeated and ranked num-
ber one in the Nation. | thank my friend for his
invaluable service and wish him “Fair Winds
and Following Seas” always.

————

RECOGNIZING LYLE W. MINTER
AND HIS 36 YEARS OF FEDERAL
SERVICE

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 2, 2013

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to recognize and pay tribute to Lyle W.
Minter, of Fairfax, Virginia, on the occasion of
his retirement after 36 years of Federal serv-
ice. Mr. Minter's professional achievements
are numerous, and | know he would be the
first to acknowledge that none of them would
have been possible without the support of his
wife, Nancy.

Lyle graduated in 1975 from the University
of Virginia with a B.A. in History. While at the
University of Virginia, Lyle was elected to Phi
Beta Kappa. He received his Master of Library
Science in 1976 from the University of Mary-
land. While at the University of Maryland, Lyle
was elected to Beta Phi Mu.

Lyle began his distinguished Federal career
as a civilian employee with the Department of
the Army. He worked as the librarian at two
Army posts in Virginia before being reassigned
to the Pentagon Library as a reference librar-
ian. He later was selected as head of the Ref-
erence Section and managed research sup-
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port, general reference, and online database
searching for the Pentagon Library’s 50,000
patrons.

Lyle came to the Library of Congress in
1991 as Head of the Government Publications
and Periodicals Section in the Serial and Gov-
ernment Publications Division. In that position
he managed the automation of the serial bind-
ing preparation process and was instrumental
in implementing a number of other enhance-
ments and services, which enabled increased
access to the Library of Congress collections
for Members of Congress and the research
community who utilize that institution and its
vast collections. Lyle then was reassigned as
Head of the Newspaper and Current Peri-
odical Division, where he managed the Li-
brary’s busiest public service point and imple-
mented such innovations as virtual reference
and online collection guides. Lyle came to the
Congressional Research Service in 2005 as a
Supervisory Information Research Specialist in
the Foreign Affairs, Defense, and Trade Divi-
sion where he manages a team of employees
who respond to requests from the United
States Congress. He has remained in that po-
sition until the time of his retirement.

Throughout his career, Lyle has been ac-
tively engaged in the professional librarian
community as a member of the Special Librar-
ies Association (SLA), and he has received
several awards for his service. He was elected
a Fellow of SLA in 2004 and received the
Gale Cengage Learning Murray Wortzel
Award in recognition of Excellence in Social
Science Librarianship in 2011. Lyle particularly
enjoys teaching and mentoring information
professionals, and his dedication to mentoring
librarians and others in the field of librarian-
ship has been a benchmark of his career.

As Lyle begins the next chapter of his life,
he intends to spend time with friends and fam-
ily, teach, travel, and continue volunteering in
his community and in his profession. Lyle
Minter has excelled throughout his distin-
guished Federal career, and | am honored to
pay tribute to this conscientious and dedicated
public servant.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking Lyle Minter for his many years of
dedicated Federal service. | wish Lyle and his
wife, Nancy, continued happiness as they
enter this next phase of their lives.

—

AMERICAN TAXPAYER RELIEF
ACT OF 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 1, 2013

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, recently the Senate came to-
gether on a bipartisan basis to address our
looming fiscal crisis. | appreciate the states-
manship of President Obama and Vice Presi-
dent Biden to make every effort to avoid the
most harmful effects of the “fiscal cliff.”

Last night's vote in the House was one of
the hardest votes | have cast in my tenure in
Congress. The agreement was not a perfect
proposal, but it avoided serious damage to our
national economy. One of my concerns about
the measure is that it did not generate nearly
enough revenue. | am afraid that the haste
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and the lack of detailed effort will ultimately
translate to a series of tax hikes and spending
cuts in future years that will negatively impact
the middle class and the poor.

| have serious reservations about any at-
tempt to cut benefits in Social Security, Medi-
care, and Medicaid. | am committed to evalu-
ating the impact of the funding used to pay for
the Sustainable Growth Rate (SGR or “doc
fix”). | strongly oppose cuts to services for dia-
betes, end stage renal disease, and other ill-
nesses disproportionately impacting my con-
stituents. As a non-practicing registered nurse,
| know how devastating these cuts would be
for medical services in underserved commu-
nities.

Another worthy program that is very impor-
tant to my constituents is the Qualifying Indi-
vidual (Ql) program. The program allows Med-
icaid to pay the Medicare Part B premiums for
low-income Medicare beneficiaries with in-
comes between 120 percent and 135 percent
of poverty. Under current law, Ql expired De-
cember 31, 2012. The agreement extends the
QI program until December 31, 2013.

Mr. Speaker, | have five major hospitals in
my congressional district that not only serve
my constituents, but the entire North Texas
population. The measure states that qualifying
low-volume hospitals receive add-on payments
based on the number of Medicare discharges.
To qualify, the hospital must have less than
1,600 Medicare discharges and be 15 miles or
greater from the nearest like hospital. This
provision extends the payment adjustment
until December 31, 2013. The Medicare De-
pendent Hospital (MDH) program in the bill
provides enhanced reimbursement to support
rural health infrastructure and to support small
rural hospitals for which Medicare patients
make up a significant percentage of inpatient
days or discharges. This greater dependence
on Medicare may make these hospitals more
financially vulnerable to prospective payment,
and the MDH designation is designed to re-
duce this risk. This provision extends the MDH
program until October 1, 2013.

| am pleased to see that the Senate ap-
proved a one-year extension of unemployment
insurance benefits, providing necessary sup-
port for those looking to return to work as the
economy recovers. | am also pleased to learn
that deep cuts for many important programs
that support the most vulnerable and provide
pathways to prosperity for millions of Ameri-
cans, including Head Start and WIC, were de-
layed. | would have preferred to see a long
term extensions to these critical provisions.

Mr. Speaker, as | mentioned before, | do not
agree with many of the details of the com-
promise, but | cast my vote for the bill for the
greater national interest. | will continue to miti-
gate any negative impact of cuts on commu-
nities of color and other vulnerable populations
in the ongoing negotiations on sequestration
and the debt ceiling.

We must ultimately find a way not to fall into
a deep economic crisis, and to further
strengthen our middle class. | hope all of my
colleagues as well as the Leadership con-
tinues to work on these issues and that it ulti-
mately reflect solid bipartisan collaboration for
the incoming 113th Congress.
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SHARING A NEWS STORY ON THE

PROUD TRADITION OF INCLU-
SIVENESS FOUND IN RESTON,
VA.

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 2, 2013

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to share with my colleagues a poignant
story from a local newspaper about the experi-
ences of a prominent African-American vet-
eran and corporate leader in our community
who was an early pioneer in breaking down
the barriers of segregation. When Carlos
Campbell and his family settled in Northern
Virginia in the late 1960s, they found a certain
amount of intolerance, but they were pleas-
antly surprised by the welcome they received
in the new town of Reston, which at the time
was a rare “open” community in Virginia. This
story about Mr. Campbell, as reported by
Gregg MacDonald of The Fairfax Times, is
just one of the many things that make Reston
such a wonderful community, which | am
proud to represent.

[From the Fairfax Times]

NAVY PILOT, BOARD DIRECTOR RECALLS LIFE
IN RESTON AS AN AFRICAN AMERICAN

(By Gregg MacDonald)

As a young African-American boy growing
up in Harlem, Carlos C. Campbell, now 75,
lived two streets down from Brooklyn Dodg-
ers baseball player Jackie Robinson and used
to wave at Robinson as he left his home on
the way to Ebbets Field.

He later befriended jazz and football leg-
ends Dizzy Gillespie and Jim Brown, and
worked as an actor with Charlton Heston and
Robert Wagner and as a musician with jazz
drummer Buddy Rich. He has written books,
made films, flown planes for the U.S. Navy,
worked for former President Ronald Reagan
and the Defense Intelligence Agency, for the
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment as a city planner, and was elected to
the D100 as one of the most influential direc-
tors of corporate boards by the National As-
sociation of Corporate Directors.

But when Campbell moved to Northern
Virginia in 1968, he said that because of seg-
regation and discrimination, he could not
buy a home.

““I looked at 39 different places and it was
always the same line,” he said. “I'm sorry,
sir, we do not practice open occupancy. It
was very humiliating to be turned down for
a residence for someone who had served his
country during the Cuban Missile Crisis and
had resolved to die if that’s what it took to
protect it.”

Campbell said that while he was looking,
he remembered a place called Reston that he
had read about while a Navy aviator. ‘‘In 1965
or so, Reston had gotten a lot of ink as an
open community, so I eventually remem-
bered hearing about it and decided to check
it out.”

Chuck Veatch, an early Reston sales em-
ployee, remembers that time well.

‘“Because Reston in the 1960s was an ‘open’
community within a segregated state that
had no fair housing laws, we had a hard time
with market resistance in terms of blacks,”’
Veatch said. “We in Reston had no issues at
all, but because Realtors did not sell our
homes there was some resentment, and the
real estate brokerage community used the
race card against us, to sell against us, and
tell people they didn’t want to live in Res-
ton.”
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Married and with two daughters, Campbell
purchased his first Reston home, in Vantage
Hill, in October 1968. He soon went to work
for the Department of Housing and Urban
Development in Washington, D.C.

“It was great to finally be able to find a
community in which we were tolerated,”’ he
said. “‘But it was still no piece of cake.”

Campbell estimates that at that time, Res-
ton consisted of about 1,500 people, about
four percent of whom were African Amer-
ican.

“There was a group of Reston African
Americans formed back then who called
themselves the Reston Black Focus. I wasn’t
initially a part of the group, but they would
have get-togethers and invite everyone.
Afterwards random people would come up to
me and say, ‘Man, you guys throw great par-
ties’ and I would say, ‘OK, thanks.’”’

According to Campbell, although Reston
was an open community, the surrounding
areas of Fairfax County still were not quite
there yet.

‘“‘Leaving Reston, we would be reminded of
what it was really like,”” he said.

‘“Everywhere I went, people in their cars
slowed down and asked me if I was a Wash-
ington Redskin, but I guess that was better
than them yelling ‘nigger’ out of the window
as they went by, which also would happen.”’

Campbell said his family also felt the ef-
fects of discrimination.

‘“‘Beauty parlors would refuse to style my
wife’s hair, and a swimming pool once closed
down, rather than let my little girl get in
the water,” he said.

Campbell said that even in Reston during
that time, African Americans often were
under a microscope, and whites were not
sure how to interact with them. On several
occasions he said he discovered people rifling
through his garbage cans, who then ran off
when confronted.

“I would also occasionally get a knock on
my door and someone would ask me what I
did for a living, or ask me if I needed a job,”
he said. ‘I also used to jog and would invari-
ably get stopped by police who would often
say they were looking for a robbery sus-
pect.”

But overall, Campbell said life in Reston
was always positive. He later moved to Golf
Course Island in 1970, but has remained in
Reston for 44 years.

“Reston was always a great place,” he
said. ““‘As an African American here, I was al-
ways tolerated, and as the years went by,
Reston transcended that tolerance into ac-
ceptance. I felt less like a guinea pig and
more of a citizen and a member of this com-
munity. Discrimination and intolerance still
exist, but it is not as overt as it once was. I
am glad Reston existed when it did and I'm
content to continue living here and giving
back.”

HONORING JENNI RIVERA
HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 2, 2013

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Jenni Rivera. On December 9, a
plane crash took the, life of the singer and six
others on board. Jenni Rivera was known as
“La Diva de la Banda,” the queen of Banda
music. But she was much more than a music
superstar; she was “una guerrera,” a warrior
for her family, and a role model to many. She
faced monumental challenges in life, but tack-
led them with dignity and determination. At the
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