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numbering roughly 8–10 million, are leaving 
in droves. And the Middle East is far from 
being the exception. Persecution is on the 
rise. The International Day of Prayer for the 
Persecuted Church was earlier this month. 
Given the picture I just painted, one would 
think the church in the West would be galva-
nized. But how many churches marked this 
occasion with even a passing mention? If the 
faith community isn’t engaged are we sur-
prised when our government leaders turn a 
blind eye to matters of religious freedom? 

Consider the following: Bipartisan legisla-
tion to create a Special Envoy position at 
the State Department charged with advo-
cating on behalf of religious minorities in 
the Middle East and South Central Asia 
overwhelmingly passed the House a year and 
a half ago. But it has remained stalled in the 
Senate as a result of State Department oppo-
sition and the refusal of Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee Chairman John Kerry, ru-
mored to be in the running for Secretary of 
State or Defense, to even hold a hearing on 
the legislation. 

Day in, day out I have the privilege of 
meeting individuals who boldly follow Jesus 
despite unbelievably hostile circumstances. 
Shabbaz Bhatti, Pakistan’s Federal Minister 
for Minority Affairs, and the only Christian 
Member of the cabinet and an outspoken 
critic of his country’s blasphemy laws, was 
one such man. On March 2, 2011 he was mur-
dered, his car riddled with bullets, leaving 
his mother’s house for work. In a video 
filmed shortly before his assassination, 
Bhatti appears to sense that the path he has 
chosen will come with a price. 

When asked about the threats against his 
life, he said, without malice or fear, ‘‘I be-
lieve in Jesus Christ who has given his own 
life for us. I know what is the meaning of 
[the] cross. And I am following the cross. 
And I am ready to die for a cause.’’ And so 
he did. 

The book of Proverbs tells us to ‘‘Speak up 
for those who cannot speak for themselves. 
. . .’’ Bhatti can no longer speak. The Chi-
nese bishop under house arrest cannot speak. 
The North Korean enslaved in the gulag can-
not speak. The Iraqi nun fearing for her life 
cannot speak. 

Will we be their voice? Martin Luther King 
famously said, ‘‘In the end, we will remem-
ber not the words of our enemies, but the si-
lence of our friends.’’ Are we not their 
friends? 

America’s Founding Fathers grounded our 
own experiment in self-governance in the no-
tion that liberty comes from God and that 
all human life is sacred. As part of this equa-
tion, religious freedom was the ‘‘first free-
dom.’’ The ideas set forth in Philadelphia on 
that hot summer day were simultaneously 
ancient and revolutionary—they are ground-
ed in historic Judeo-Christian teachings. 

Nearly 25 years ago these very ideas were a 
source of inspiration to the democracy 
marchers in Tiananmen Square. Ronald 
Reagan famously spoke of our founding doc-
uments as a covenant we made with the 
world—a promise that transcended time and 
place. I fear that covenant is in jeopardy. 

America’s influence is waning. Our once 
‘‘shining city’’ appears dim. And we have 
lost our voice on behalf of the oppressed. And 
yet, dissidents still seek refuge in our embas-
sies, the persecuted seek safe haven on our 
shores. To them the promise of American 

exceptionalism is no mere philosophical de-
bate; it is the difference between life and 
death. They cling to the promise even as our 
own leaders have abandoned it. And so, seek-
ing to preserve that covenant that Reagan 
envisioned, it falls to men and women of 
faith to carry the torch—to pray, to advo-
cate, to act. 
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HONORING JAY PIERSON ON HIS 
RETIREMENT FROM THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 18, 2012 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to pay 
tribute to Jay Pierson and his 34 years of 
dedicated service to the House of Representa-
tives. I have had the privilege of serving in this 
institution since 1992 and for all of those years 
I have served with Jay. During that time I have 
come to know him for his graciousness, pa-
tience and helpful nature. His historical exper-
tise and institutional knowledge will sorely be 
missed. 

I would like to thank Jay for his friendship 
and wish him the best in his retirement. We 
have all been better served because of his 
commitment to the House of Representatives 
and the American people. 

The American people will never know the 
work of individuals like Jay Pierson, who has 
toiled long hours making certain the Congress 
and U.S. House function every day for our 
federal legislative branch. 

I especially want to thank Jay who has 
stayed many nights with me, often until mid-
night and long after the House had completed 
its regular business, while I presented my spe-
cial orders speeches. 

The United States House of Representa-
tives will hold a better place in history because 
of Jay’s dedication and long tenure. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF MR. PAT NEFF GRONER 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 20, 2012 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, Mr. 
Groner’s roots trace back to Marshall, Texas, 
where he was the youngest of five siblings. He 
attended the College of Marshall and grad-
uated from Baylor University. He then joined 
the United States Marine Corps, and while 
stationed in Vermont, he met his wife Louise, 
or as Mr. Groner proclaimed ‘‘the prettiest girl 
in Vermont’’. Shortly after their marriage, Mr. 
Groner served with honor and distinction as a 
pilot in the South Pacific Theatre during World 
War II. Upon his return, Mr. Groner joined the 
Vermont Air National Guard and interned at a 

Vermont hospital. As a boy, Mr. Groner’s fa-
ther instilled in him the belief that health care 
is a profession closely connected with faith, 
and in addition to his passion for flying, his 
care for others and faith in God never faded. 

When Baptist Hospital in Pensacola, Florida 
was in need of leadership, Pat Groner an-
swered the call, and, along with his wife and 
their daughter Jodee, moved to Florida. As 
CEO of Baptist Healthcare, Mr. Groner imple-
mented numerous programs that are now 
standard operating procedure in hospitals 
across the country. Baptist Hospital had the 
first post-operative recovery room in Florida 
and was one of the first hospitals in the nation 
to have an intensive coronary care unit, an 
outpatient surgical care unit, and Life Flight. 
During his time at Baptist, Mr. Groner also en-
visioned a place where seniors could enjoy 
the advantages of a resort lifestyle coupled 
with quality amenities, services, and health 
care and the perfect location. Despite working 
full-time as CEO, Mr. Groner was dedicated to 
bringing this vision to fruition, and under his 
leadership, the Pensacola retirement commu-
nity, Azalea Trace, opened in 1980. Today, it 
remains a first-class and well-respected adult 
retirement community. 

In addition to his leadership in the American 
Hospital Association, the Southeastern Hos-
pital Conference, and the American College of 
Healthcare Executives, Mr. Groner was co- 
founder and president of the Hospital Re-
search and Development Institute, co-founder 
of the Voluntary Hospitals of America, Vice- 
President and Treasurer of Multi-Hospital In-
surance Group, and long-time board member 
for Blue Cross-Blue Shield of Florida. Outside 
of his contributions the health care profession, 
Mr. Groner had an unwavering commitment to 
serve his community through the March of 
Dimes, YMCA, Community Mental Health 
Center, Pensacola Rotary Club, Action 76 
Taskforce on Higher Education, Fiesta of Five 
Flags, and various United Fund organizations. 
Mr. Groner also had a special interest in edu-
cation and the State university system, where 
he served as a member of the Florida Board 
of Regents. 

Mr. Groner’s contributions to healthcare and 
the Northwest Florida community are exempli-
fied by the copious honors and awards be-
stowed on him. Among his many honors, Mr. 
Groner was inducted into the Health Care Hall 
of Fame by the American College of Health 
Care Executives. He was also awarded the 
Kiwanis Man of the Year Award, Pensacola 
Junior Chamber of Commerce Good Govern-
ment Award, Pensacola Chamber of Com-
merce Pioneer Award, Freedom Foundation 
George Washington Medal, and Liberty Bell 
Award. 

There is no question that in his 33 year ca-
reer as CEO and his many years serving our 
community, Mr. Groner has made an ever-
lasting impact on Northwest Florida and on the 
health care profession. To some, Mr. Groner 
will be remembered as courageous pilot who 
answered the call of duty during one of our 
nation’s most trying times or as pilot of the 
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Piper Twin Commanche, Poppa Golf that he 
flew with his son and frequent co-pilot, Chip; 
to others, he will be remembered for his con-
tributions to the health care industry; and to 
his family, he will be remembered as a man 
devoted to his faith and a loving husband, fa-
ther, grandfather, and great-grandfather. 

Northwest Florida mourns the loss of a 
great man, and Mr. Groner’s contributions and 
service to the community and this great nation 
will not be forgotten. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
the United States Congress, I am privileged to 
honor the exemplary life of Mr. Pat Neff 
Groner. My wife Vicki and I offer our prayers 
to Louise, Jodee, Chip, and their entire family. 
He will be truly missed by all. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RON BARBER 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 20, 2012 

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, due to my at-
tending a congressional vigil for the victims of 
the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary, I 
missed one recorded vote on Monday, De-
cember 17. I would like the RECORD to indi-
cate at this point how I would have voted had 
I been present for this vote. 

On rollcall No. 627, H.R. 4606, I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’ to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to issue right-of-way permits for natural 
gas pipelines within the boundary of Glacier 
National Park in Montana. 

f 

HONORING ROBIN J. COPELAND 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 20, 2012 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Robin J. Copeland, who passed 
away on October 30, 2011 at the young age 
of 46. 

Robin had roots in West Texas and had a 
distinguished career in international diplomacy, 
non-proliferation, and scientific engagement. 
Her work with the United States Department of 
Energy, Department of State, the Civilian Re-
search Development Foundation, and liaisons 
with U.S. Embassies worldwide was carried 
out under difficult and demanding conditions. 
Her responsibilities required skills in political 
science, technical science, and engineering 
and she was fluent in seven languages. 

She was an expert in non-proliferation and 
contributed in significant ways to the reduction 
of nuclear weapons in Russia and Libya. In 
addition to her work on non-proliferation, she 
also implemented a program that trained Rus-
sian doctors with U.S. doctors in Africa to treat 
and care for those with HIV/AIDS. 

Texas Tech University has established the 
Robin J. Copeland Scholarship to be awarded 
to undergraduates, graduate, or law students 
who enroll in the following academic programs 
of study: 1. Political Science or international 
law in a supporting area of science or engi-
neering; 2. Science and engineering with aux-
iliary emphasis in political science or inter-
national law or; 3. Programs that demonstrate 
compelling evidence for application to science 
and international diplomacy. 

Robin was a talented and unique young 
lady who served her nation well. She was a 
success in life, because she made a gift of her 
life. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DR. HECTOR HENRY 

HON. LARRY KISSELL 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 20, 2012 

Mr. KISSELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a true, dedicated leader in my state and 
in my community, Dr. Hector Henry of Con-
cord, NC. Dr. Henry has served our nation as 
a Colonel in the United States military, and 
has served as a member of the Concord City 
Council for more than 20 years. 

Dr. Henry proudly served our nation for dec-
ades, and came out of retirement following the 
attacks of September 11, 2001. He was de-
ployed for combat in both Afghanistan and 
Iraq, most recently completing a 2009 deploy-
ment to Afghanistan. While deployed, Dr. 
Henry made every effort to videoconference in 
to City Council meetings, so he would not 
miss a minute of discussion in his hometown. 
Dr. Henry has served in the United States mili-
tary in every conflict since the Vietnam War, a 
truly remarkable feat. 

Still a councilman, Dr. Henry continues his 
service to the people of the W.G. (Bill) Hefner 
V.A. Medical Clinic in Salisbury, North Caro-
lina, named in honor of our former colleague 
of this very chamber, Rep. Bill Hefner. Dr. 
Henry works as a surgeon, treating many of 
the veterans that call our district home, and 
continuing his lifelong service of helping his 
fellow soldier, and his community. 

I’m proud to call Hector a friend and a role 
model. I sincerely thank Dr. Henry for his tire-
less devotion to making the city of Concord, 
and our nation, a better place. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great admiration and 
respect that I rise today to speak of the life-
time of public service that Dr. Hector Henry 
has led in our great state. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in commending Dr. Henry 
for his service, sacrifice, and ongoing commit-
ment to this great nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
MARY M. JOHNSON UPON HER 
RETIREMENT FROM SERVICE AS 
SANTA ROSA COUNTY, FLORIDA 
CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 20, 2012 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Mary M. Johnson on the 
occasion of her retirement from service as 
Santa Rosa County, Florida Clerk of Circuit 
Court. 

Mrs. Johnson is a native Northwest Floridian 
who studied at Harold School and Milton High 
School in Santa Rosa County, Florida. In 
1960, while still a student at Milton High, Mrs. 
Johnson was hired to work in the Clerk of 
Court office. After graduating from high school 
in 1961, Mrs. Johnson joined the clerk’s office 
full time. While working there, Mrs. Johnson 

married her husband, Tom, and together they 
raised their daughter, Lorinda. 

Thanks to Mrs. Johnson’s acumen and work 
ethic, she rose through the ranks and quickly 
became an integral part of the Santa Rosa 
County Clerk of Court office. Mrs. Johnson 
served in various capacities for three separate 
clerks of court, before being elected as Clerk 
herself in 1994. 

Technology had changed many thing at the 
clerk’s office by the time Mrs. Johnson de-
cided to run; however, Mrs. Johnson’s vast 
knowledge of procedure and her ability to lead 
and manage a large staff of 125 individuals 
was unquestioned. The Clerk of Courts plays 
a vital role in county government, and it takes 
a truly committed and capable individual to 
lead the department and ensure that every-
thing runs smoothly. For 18 years as Clerk of 
Circuit Court, and 52 total years in the clerk’s 
office, Mrs. Johnson displayed the hard work, 
dedication and commitment to public service 
necessary to ensure that the Clerk of Court 
continued to serve the people of Santa Rosa 
County. All of Santa Rosa County thanks her 
for her tremendous service to her community. 
During her retirement, Mrs. Johnson hopes to 
spend as much time as possible with her two 
lovely grandchildren and to spend more time 
volunteering at her local church. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am privileged to recognize Mary 
M. Johnson for her outstanding public service 
to Santa Rosa County. Mrs. Johnson is a truly 
committed public servant and has played an 
integral role in Northwest Florida’s community 
for more than 50 years. My wife Vicki and I 
wish her all the best in her retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JACK 
BRESCH 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK– 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 20, 2012 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I am writing to 
honor the life of John ‘‘Jack’’ Edward Bresch, 
a long time health advocate who worked with 
us in Congress to improve our health care 
system—especially focusing on access to care 
for lower income children and families. Jack 
passed away on September 1, 2012 sur-
rounded by family, under the care of hospice, 
after a brief and courageous battle with pan-
creatic cancer. 

I first got to know Jack through his work as 
a lead lobbyist for the Catholic Health Asso-
ciation. He served as a key component of 
CHA’s government affairs team from 1983 to 
2000. A highlight of his time at CHA was to 
work closely with then First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and her White House team to 
develop and promote a plan for reforming the 
nation’s health care system. He then went on 
to work for the American Dental Education As-
sociation until the time of his death. 

In both of these positions, Jack was a tire-
less advocate for improving our health care 
system so that everyone has access to afford-
able, quality health care. With the dental 
schools, he was especially focused on improv-
ing access to dental care for low-income chil-
dren. This is a serious problem in our country 
that was spotlighted by the wrongful death of 
twelve-year old Demonte Driver of Maryland. 
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