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visit Afghanistan after the U.S. invasion,
against the wishes of the Defense Depart-
ment. We saw firsthand the devastation that
the Taliban had visited on Kabul as well as
the remnants of the U.S. Embassy that was
abandoned in 1979. I have also traveled to
Pakistan and seen the difficulties that coun-
try faces combating the Afghan Taliban and
other terror groups. Despite the current con-
ditions, all my experience in this region tells
me that success is possible if we formulate
the right strategy to deal with both Afghani-
stan and Pakistan.

As with the ISG, I believe fresh eyes are
needed now to examine U.S. policy in Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan. The security situa-
tion continues to erode as evidenced by co-
ordinated insurgent attacks on heavily for-
tified U.S. and NATO compounds just this
week. The Taliban still finds safe haven in
the tribal wilderness of Pakistan and the ISI
actively funds terrorist groups.

Given these and other concerns on the
ground in Afghanistan, I continue to be puz-
zled why you, the Joint Chiefs of Staff and
Secretary Clinton are not supporting the Af/
Pak Study Group idea in the same manner
that Secretary Rumsfeld and other Bush ad-
ministration officials supported the ISG.
Having the experience of serving on the ISG
and now serving as Secretary of Defense with
a Democratic president (who I acknowledge
inherited the war in Afghanistan), you are in
a unique position to make this group a re-
ality. The authorization and funding for the
Af/Pak Study Group in the House-passed De-
fense Appropriations bill gives you the au-
thority to create this group today.

I have to tell you that I continue to be dis-
appointed that your staff has yet to contact
former Ambassador Peter Tomsen to discuss
his book, The Wars of Afghanistan. His book
provides insightful information on the tribal
structure of both Afghanistan and Pakistan
and the political allegiances that underlie
all actions in the region. I believe his knowl-
edge and experience in this region would be
invaluable in formatting future policy in
South Asia. I respectfully ask again: please
take advantage of his work and meet with
him as soon as possible.

Leon, I don’t have the answers on Afghani-
stan. Perhaps current U.S. strategy is the
best way forward. But we owe it to the men
and women in uniform who have served and
continue to serve there—some paying the ul-
timate sacrifice—to know definitively. I con-
tinue to believe that fresh eyes from outside
government focused on assessing the situa-
tion is the prudent action to take. I ask that
you take the advice of those who support an
Af/Pak Study Group, including Jim Dobbins,
General Charles Krulak, Ryan Crocker, who
I spoke with prior to his appointment as am-
bassador to Afghanistan, and other promi-
nent Americans with experience in this re-
gion.

I believe it would be a sign of strength to
appoint a study group and let the American
people know that the administration is will-
ing to examine all possible policies to
achieve a successful outcome in this trou-
bled region.

Best wishes.

Sincerely,
FRANK R. WOLF,
Member of Congress.
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, service to
God and country are the most honorable ac-
complishments and contributions that a person
can make in life. Those who choose the path
are the few, the bold, the brave, and the cou-
rageous. Today | am proud to honor deco-
rated soldier, successful business owner, and
devoted family man Lamont Meaux for his
work on behalf of his country and his commu-
nity.

Lamont Edward Meaux has known the cost
of service to one’s country since the day he
was born. On September 2, 1945, his father
Clifton Meaux, who was serving his country in
the United States Navy at the end of the Sec-
ond World War, received a telegraph with 6
simple words that would change his life for-
ever: “Son born, Mom and baby ok.” This
sense of purpose and sacrifice would go on to
define Lamont’s life.

As a young child, Lamont’s family moved
from Beaumont, TX, to the Winnie-Stowell
area of South East Texas. Farming is the
main economic activity in the area, and La-
mont would learn at an early age that he pos-
sessed quite the green thumb. Before the age
of 10, he was growing and selling tomatoes
for 17 cents a pound. He is still happy to
share his secrets with anyone who will listen.
Lamont would also spend time working in the
abundant oil fields across Southeast Texas
before graduating from East Chambers High
School in Winnie, Texas.

His success growing tomatoes made La-
mont a natural fit for Texas A&M University.
He was a member of the Corps of Cadets
Company C-2, whose motto “Our family is our
strength” is very appropriate. As a proud
Aggie, Lamont would drive his “Old Blue” car
to as many football games as possible, both
home and away. He would earn his BS in In-
dustrial Distribution in 1968 and a week later
married JoRella White.

Upon graduation, the United States was en-
trenched in the Vietham War. Knowing that he
would be called to duty, Lamont did all he
could to protect his family while he was gone.
He worked for a few months at an engineering
firm in Dallas and even sold his Texas A&M
Senior Boots. Senior Boots are the most
prized possession of any Aggie. In May of
1968, as a member of the United States Army,
he left for Fort Benning in Georgia for Officer’s
Infantry School. The next year he took off to
Panama to train at the Jungle Operations
Training Center to prepare him for conditions
unlike anything he could see in Southeast
Texas. His grandsons love to hear how he
was taught worms and bugs and jungle sur-
vival.

Lamont was then ready for deployment as
1st Lieutenant of the United States Army’s
199th Light Infantry Brigade. While he was
being transported to his assignment in Viet-
nam, Lamont was asked if he knew the aver-
age life span of an Infantry Lieutenant in “The
Country.” He was shocked to hear “27 sec-
onds” but continued on, determined to serve
his country to the best of his ability Lt. Meaux
fought in the hot steamy jungles of Vietnam
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against America’s enemy. He doesn't talk
much about what he saw. He does remind
those at home that a lot of good men served
with him. Some returned. Some returned with
wounds of war. Some did not return. Accord-
ing to a man who served under him, Lamont
“was a good soldier's officer who cared and
felt for his men, but still served his country as
an officer and a gentleman.” He was known
as a leader who would do anything to protect
his men.

When Lt. Meaux returned to America he,
like most Vietnam veterans, was treated badly
by Americans who did not serve America. In
February of 1970, Lamont would be dis-
charged from the United States Army with nu-
merous honors. He was awarded a National
Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service
Medal, Bronze Star Medal, Second Oak Leaf
Cluster, and two Over Seas Bars. When
asked why he did not put in for the Purple
Heart, Lamont responded that there were oth-
ers he sent out in the jungle that came back
with more serious injuries. One souvenir he
was proud to bring home was a telegram with
the same 6 words that his father brought back:
“Son born, Mom and baby ok.” They would
have 3 sons before the marriage ended in
1994. Those sons were Edward, Terrell, and
David. Lamont would remain a member of the
Army Reserves through 1974.

The heroic service Lamont made during his
time in the Vietham War lined him up for a
promotion to Captain, but his heart belonged
to his family back in Southeast Texas. He re-
turned home and took up what was natural to
him—farming. For the next 25 years, he would
farm rice, wheat, soy beans, and milo, at one
time up to 3,000 acres. Mr. Speaker, | prob-
ably represent more rice farmers than any
other member in Texas. Let me tell you, rice
farming is hard intense working of the land.

Lamont Meaux’s ingenuity was not confined
to the battlefield or the farm. In 1976, Lamont
saw the need for some corrugated metal
drainage pipes on the farm. Thinking big, he
ordered a train load, used what he needed
and sold the rest to the other farmers in the
area. This is the beginning of Seabreeze Cul-
vert, Inc. Lamont would eventually start de-
signing his own drainage control structures,
turning Seabreeze from a simple agricultural
dealer to a respected creative solution pro-
vider for industrial, environmental, commercial,
and municipal areas. He would go on to cre-
ate Seebreeze Chemical, Inc., to provide
cheaper products for the local farmers as well
as raising chickens as Seabreeze Farm.

Lamont is a vital part of the community as
well. He is a member of the Winnie Chamber
of Commerce, Society of Professional Engi-
neers, Texas Farm Bureau, and Corps of Ca-
dets Association at Texas A&M. Meaux is
Master Chairman for the Beaumont A&M Club,
board member of the East Chambers Agricul-
tural Historical Society, and committee mem-
ber of the Regional Advisory Council of the
General Land Office. Lamont is a past mem-
ber of the American Rice Growers Associa-
tion, American Soybean Association, and
American Rice Growers Exchange.

A lifelong interest in politics paid off for La-
mont in a much unexpected way. In 1997,
Hazel, a staffer working on Kay Bailey
Hutchison’s U.S. Senate campaign, heard
about a former Aggie much like herself that
was very politically minded. They met at a
Beaumont A&M Club meeting in 1997 and hit
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it off instantly. They bonded over the Aggies,
and whiskey, and politics, and the rest, as
they say, is Texas history. Hazel gave Lamont
the birthday present of a lifetime when they
married on September 2, 1999.

Lamont Meaux has dedicated his life to
serving his country and his community, and
they are both better places because of him.
Lamont Meaux is as Texan as they come. He
is vocal, opinionated, and a hard core patriot
that never forgets honor, duty, country. | am
honored and privileged to call Lamont Meaux
a close friend. Thank you Lamont Meaux for
serving our nation and the great State of
Texas.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

CONGRATULATING JEFF DOUG-
LASS, WINNER OF THE GOV-
ERNOR’S 2012 INNOVATORS
UNDER 40 AWARD

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 20, 2012

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to congratulate Jeff Douglass, winner of the
Governor's Innovators Under 40 Award. Mr.
Douglass is the founder and CEO of Cybis
Communications, a creative technology and
communications company based in Orlando,
Florida.

Mr. Douglass, a graduate of the University
of Central Florida, founded Cybis Communica-
tions in 1995. Recruiting new clients solely by
word of mouth, Mr. Douglass has emphasized
a personal approach to each project and today
serves as not only the CEO but also as Cybis
Communication’s Executive Producer, focus-
ing on creative and live event productions. By
2006, Cybis was producing events for such
prestigious customers as the White House and
the Office of the President.

The Governor’s Innovators Under 40 Award
is one of Governor Rick Scott's 2012
Innovators in Business Awards, which are de-
signed to recognize outstanding contributions
toward growing and diversifying Florida’s
economy. The Innovators Under 40 Award is
presented to Florida residents under the age
of 40 who own or lead a Florida company with
annual revenue of $1 million or more, and who
have created at least 10 jobs since January
2011.

Through Mr. Douglass’s direction, Cybis has
expanded and recently relocated to a design
and production studio in downtown Orlando.
Mr. Douglass is to be congratulated for the
hard work and dedication he has dem-
onstrated and for the contributions to Florida’s
economy that this award signifies. He is de-
serving of this recognition. May his work in-
spire others to follow in his footsteps.

HONORING KATRINA ANN KELLEY

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 20, 2012
Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in

honor of Katrina Ann Kelley, a dedicated pub-
lic servant whose service to the House of
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Representatives and the National School
Boards Association spanned 28 years.

Katrina Ann Kelley was born on September
29, 1960, to Wiliam and Joan Kelley, in
Galesburg, lllinois where she was raised along
with six beloved siblings. She graduated
Galesburg Sr. High School in 1978 as mem-
ber of the National Honor Society before
heading to Marycrest College in Davenport,
lowa, for a Bachelor of Arts in social work.

Katrina joined the staff of Congressman
Lane Evans in 1984 as a District Caseworker
in his lllinois office; then made the move to
Washington, DC to become a Legislative As-
sistant. Later, Katrina served as a Legislative
Assistant and a Legislative Director for Rep-
resentative Charles A. Hayes of Chicago.
Katrina loved her years “on the Hill” where
she made many lifelong friends and brought
her compassion for constituent service to
every position. Katrina had immense respect
for Congressman Evans and the late Rep-
resentative Hayes and considered each of
them personal mentors and lifelong friends.

Katrina took her comprehensive legislative
knowledge and understanding of urban issues
to the National School Boards Association,
NSBA, where she served as the Director of
Urban School District Advocacy, and later as
the Director of the Council of Urban Boards of
Education, CUBE, until her departure in 2012.
Katrina helped to shape the CUBE program as
a critical component of the National School
Boards Association, touching over one hun-
dred urban districts and millions of children in
the United States and the Virgin Islands.
Katrina’s work helped urban school leaders
find solutions to challenges at the local level
and to improve their policy-making effective-
ness, leading to improved outcomes for chil-
dren. Katrina deeply believed in increasing the
opportunities for all students, particularly low
income and minority students.

Katrina passed away with her sisters at her
side on October 9, 2012. | stand here today to
honor Katrina Ann Kelley for her legacy of
service to the citizens and students of the
United States.

————

TO PROVIDE FOR THE CONTINUED
LEASE OR EVENTUAL CONVEY-
ANCE OF CERTAIN FEDERAL
LAND WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES
OF FORT WAINWRIGHT MILI-
TARY RESERVATION IN FAIR-
BANKS, ALASKA

HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 20, 2012

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to introduce legislation to continue the
conversation on how to preserve and protect
an important neighborhood in Fairbanks, Alas-
ka from eventual destruction.

In 1987, the Army entered into a Section
801 build-to-lease housing contract for 400-
home community on seventy-six acres of land.
These homes, consisting of three, four, and
five bedroom units, a maintenance and leasing
facility, associated roads and parking areas,
landscaping, eighteen playgrounds, and a cen-
tral heating system including 39 boiler houses,
are an important source of housing for military
families and the local area. This group of
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homes is more than just housing or a neigh-
borhood, it is a community.

The housing lease for this Section 801 con-
tract expired in 2007 and the ground lease is
scheduled to expire on June 26, 2018. Without
an extension of the ground lease, the 400
houses must be removed from their current lo-
cation no later than 180 days following the ex-
piration of the lease. The most likely outcome
of this situation is a complete demolition of
these properties.

Currently, these 400 houses are nearly
100% occupied (99% in August of 2012)
which is an unbiased testament to the value of
these houses. Additionally, the four and five
bedroom units are a valuable but very limited
resource for the large number of military fami-
lies with multiple children stationed in the
area. In fact, seeing the value of these homes
to both the military community and the local
tax base, several community leaders and in-
terests have written to me over the past cou-
ple of years to express their support for ex-
tending the ground-lease under these homes.

While | understand that this is a sensitive
issue, it simply does not make sense for 400
high-use and high-value homes to be torn
down. There must be a better solution. This
bill may not be that solution, but it is a critical
step in the direction to finding one.

—————

TRIBUTE TO REVEREND
ALEXANDER I. DUNLAP

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 20, 2012

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the late-Reverend Alexander |I.
Dunlap. Born December 4, 1930 to Rev. I.D.
Dunlap, an A.M.E. minister, and EImira McCoy
Dunlap, a teacher in the public schools of
North Carolina, Rev. Dunlap was the child of
parents who loved the Lord and who loved
education; each of them was an integral part
of the man he was to become.

A.l, as he was affectionately known, lost his
father at the early age of 10, yet he was proud
to tell everyone that he was raised by a phe-
nomenal woman who helped instill in him a
sense of dignity and respect for himself and
who told him that “You may be as black as
coal but you are just as good as any child
God has ever made.”

A.l. attended North Carolina A&T University
where he received a Bachelor of Science de-
gree. He joined the U.S. Army and served dur-
ing the Korean War for four years and was
honorably discharged. He continued to pursue
his love of God and education by attending
Gammon Theological Seminary in Atlanta
where he received his Masters of Divinity de-
gree. He also later took courses in Pastoral
Counseling at Emory and Duke Universities.

While still a young man in college, A.l
began his civil rights activities organizing sit-
ins to protest the college Administration’s poli-
cies. His love of community and commitment
to the equal rights of every man, woman, and
child continued to grow from the start of his
career with the AME Church. As an ltinerant
Elder, Rev. Dunlap travelled to many commu-
nities in Georgia, Virginia, North Carolina, and
finally to lllinois. Wherever he went, he made
an impact. A.l. strove to ensure that everyone
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