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HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 5, 2012 

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, I understand 
a concern has been raised by the gentleman 
from Alaska, Mr. YOUNG and others that word-
ing in Section 307 of the Coast Guard and 
Maritime Transportation Act of 2012 relating to 
a vessel’s ‘‘eligibility’’ to participate in the non- 
AFA trawl catcher/processor sector could po-
tentially be read to result in the loss of fishery 
endorsements for AFA catcher/processors. I 
can affirm that it is not the intent of the legisla-
tion that either existing AFA vessels or rebuilt 
or replacement AFA vessels suffer a loss of 
fishery endorsements merely for being consid-
ered eligible to participate in a fishery in which 
they are not participating. 

As my colleagues know, this provision came 
as the result of a request from the other body 
during negotiations with them on a final text of 
the legislation. I can assure my colleagues 
that it was never contemplated that either ex-
isting AFA catcher/processors or rebuilt or re-
placement AFA vessels would lose, or be pre-
cluded from acquiring, fishery endorsements 
just because a federal agency might find such 
vessels eligible to participate in certain fish-
eries. The wording of Section 307, that 
amends 46 U.S.C. section 12113(d)(2)(C), re-
lates to a section in statute pertaining to re-
built or replacement AFA vessels. It creates 
restrictions on those vessels from entering the 
non-AFA pollock catcher/processor sector as 
replacement vessels, but it is not intended to 
affect the fishery endorsements for existing 
AFA catcher/processors or rebuilt or replace-
ment AFA vessels that are not participating in 
the non-AFA trawl catcher/processor sector. 
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HONORING THE WORK OF MARK 
RIDLEY-THOMAS 

HON. KAREN BASS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 17, 2012 

Ms. BASS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the work of a distinguished 
public servant from Los Angeles, Mr. Mark 
Ridley-Thomas. In 2008, Mr. Ridley-Thomas 
was overwhelmingly elected as the first Afri-
can American man to the Los Angeles County 
Board of Supervisors. This past November, 
Mr. Ridley-Thomas’ leadership was further ac-
knowledged and he was unanimously ap-
proved by the Board to become the first Afri-
can American man to chair the Los Angeles 
County Board of Supervisors. 

First elected to public office over twenty 
years ago, Mr. Ridley-Thomas served with dis-
tinction on the Los Angeles City Council for 
nearly a dozen years. He later served two 
terms in the California State Assembly, where 
he chaired the Assembly Democratic Caucus. 
Thereafter, he served as a California State 
Senator where he chaired the Legislative 
Black Caucus and initiated unprecedented lev-
els of cooperation and collaboration between 
the Black, Latino, and Asian-Pacific Islander 
Legislative Caucuses. 

Mr. Ridley-Thomas is widely regarded for 
uniting civic engagement and government de-
cision-making. In an effort to encourage neigh-
borhood-based advocacy and citizen leader-
ship, Mr. Ridley-Thomas established the Em-
powerment Congress which served as a 
model and predecessor for the citywide Neigh-
borhood Councils. Through education, en-
gagement, and empowerment, Mr. Ridley- 
Thomas equipped and inspired his constitu-
ents to confront prevailing racial and economic 
disparities and improve community and public 
policy outcomes. 

Throughout his life, Mr. Ridley-Thomas has 
shown a dedication and passion for improving 
the health and wellness of communities by in-
spiring participatory engagement to provoke 
change. After earning a baccalaureate degree 
in Social Relations and a master’s degree in 
Religious Studies, he further went on to re-
ceive his Ph.D. in Social Ethics from the Uni-
versity of Southern California focusing on So-
cial Criticism and Social Change. He has de-
voted his life to the betterment of the people 
of Los Angeles County and has used his lead-
ership to bring about effective change in Los 
Angeles County. 

In addition to this exemplary public service, 
Supervisor Ridley-Thomas is deeply com-
mitted to his roles as father and husband. His 
wife Avis and twin sons, Sebastian and Sin-
clair, are shining examples of love and inspira-
tion that Mr. Ridley-Thomas derives from his 
family and graciously shares with the commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have called Mr. 
Mark Ridley-Thomas a friend and partner in 
the fight for social and economic justice. He 
has left an indelible mark on Los Angeles, and 
continues to inspire my work in Congress and 
people of Los Angeles. It is a great honor to 
recognize his work here on the floor today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF 
PAUL A. LEONARDI 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 17, 2012 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Paul A. Leonardi for his loyalty and 
commitment to the United States. He exempli-
fies a passion for serving others, and we must 
commend him for his hard work in keeping our 
country safe. After 28 years of dedicated serv-
ice to the federal government, Paul is retiring 
to spend more quality time with his family. 

In 1973, Paul joined the United States Air 
Force. He served as a Security Specialist and 
an Air Force Recruiter for over eight years. 
His various assignments in the military en-
abled him to travel all over the United States. 
Paul was stationed at the Strategic Air Com-
mand at Wurtsmith AFB, Michigan; the United 
States Air Forces in Europe Command at RAF 
Alconbury, England; the Air Force Logistics 
Command at Hill AFB, Utah; the Air Training 
Command as an Air Force Recruiter in Bay 
City, Michigan; and the Strategic Air Com-
mand at Minot AFB, North Dakota. Paul was 
honorably discharged in 1981. Paul’s time in 
the Air Force prepared him well for his work 
at Immigration and Naturalization Service and 
the Department of Homeland Security. 

Paul began working for INS in 1992 as an 
immigration inspector at the Orlando Inter-

national Airport in Orlando, Florida. He was 
then transferred to Miami as a criminal investi-
gator. Paul worked as a criminal investigator 
for several years before being promoted to the 
Joint Terrorism Task Force after September 
11, 2001. A couple months later he was pro-
moted to Supervisory Special Agent, and after 
a year, he relocated to Fresno, California. 

In 2003, Paul continued his work as Super-
visory Special Agent for Homeland Security In-
vestigations, and in 2010, he was promoted to 
Resident Agent in Charge. His vast experi-
ence and knowledge made him perfect for the 
job. 

Mr. Speaker, it should be noted that in addi-
tion to his countless gifts to our country, Paul 
has been a true champion for my constituents. 
He and his team have always been available 
to discuss issues and work together to make 
our Central Valley a better place. We are all 
grateful for Paul’s unwavering commitment 
and leadership, but I know he will enjoy more 
time with his wife of 26 years, Barbara, his 
children and grandchildren. I ask my col-
leagues to join me today in recognizing the 
commitment, dedication, and success of Paul 
Leonardi. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF 
CLEVELANDPEOPLE.COM 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 17, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of ClevelandPeople.com, a website 
designed to promote the more than 100 dif-
ferent ethnic and cultural people and events in 
Northeast Ohio. 

ClevelandPeople.com strives to embrace 
the City of Cleveland’s rich and ethnically di-
verse ethnic and cultural groups by promoting 
the ‘‘tossed salad model.’’ Opposed to the 
‘‘melting pot,’’ a tossed salad model is de-
signed to embrace and maintain unique cul-
tures. 

ClevelandPeople.com’s work is an invalu-
able documentation and collection of text, vid-
eos and pictures of cultural events that occur 
throughout Northeast Ohio. They truly are cre-
ating ‘‘an archive of this activity (ethnic and 
cultural events) that makes Cleveland so 
unique.’’ 

In addition to being an archive of cultural 
events, ClevelandPeople.com has proven to 
be an invaluable resource to Northeastern 
Ohio residents, tourists and people seeking to 
relocate to the area. ClevelandPeople.com 
has information on nearly every ethnic and 
cultural group in the city and is also a hub for 
ClevelandPeople.com Ambassadors. These 
ambassadors are leaders among the dozens 
of cultural groups throughout the city and have 
proven to be invaluable contacts for members 
of the community and people new to the area 
looking to become involved with their respec-
tive ethnic groups. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in recognizing the work and efforts of 
ClevelandPeople.com. 
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HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 
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Wednesday, December 5, 2012 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of the Coast Guard and Maritime 
Transportation Act of 2012. This important bill 
provides the funding and policy support for all 
of the programs and missions of the United 
States Coast Guard. The bill also includes pol-
icy and statutory provisions that are important 
to the entire maritime industry. Part of what 
our U.S. flag vessel industry does is assist us 
in developing our energy resources offshore 
whether in the Arctic or elsewhere. This effort 
will help us achieve energy independence. 
Without these working boats being able to op-
erate both domestically and internationally, we 
as a nation would be lagging even further be-
hind. We need to do what we can to support 
vessels that can and will do this work. 

One such provision in this Coast Guard bill 
addresses the tonnage situation of the vessel 
Aqueos Acadian. The world of tonnage meas-
urement is an arcane and complicated subject. 
However, it is vital to the operation and eco-
nomics of any vessel. In this case the Aqueos 
Acadian, in its original configuration in 1973 
when she was built, was certified in Coast 
Guard documentation to be 274 Gross Reg-
istered Tons (GRT), which is the official do-
mestic tonnage measurement. Later in her ca-
reer, the vessel underwent modifications (addi-
tion of a closed-in ‘‘shelter deck’’), which in-
creased her domestic tonnage (GRT) as well 
as her international tonnage, which is meas-
ured differently than domestic tonnage under 
the International Tonnage Convention (ITC) 
rules. Later still in the vessel’s history, the 
modifications that increased the tonnage 
measurements were removed and the vessel’s 
official documents were then issued by the 
Coast Guard and ABS to reflect that the GRT 
had been reduced to 275, almost exactly the 
original GRT of 274. Vessels that are greater 
than 300 GRT have safety and manning re-
quirements that are substantially more com-
plicated than vessels at or below 300 GRT. At 
the time of the certification of the down-sizing 
modifications reducing the GRT, the ITC ton-
nage was not reduced because the Coast 
Guard’s ability to administratively reduce inter-
national tonnage, once it has gone up, is ei-
ther extremely arcane or non-existent—even if 
the vessel’s domestic and international ton-
nage has in fact been reduced. 

Aqeuos Corporation purchased the vessel 
for offshore work and, as stated above, its offi-
cial documents reflected that the GRT had 
been reduced to below 300 GRT. Relying on 
those Coast Guard and ABS issued docu-
ments, the company sought Coast Guard ad-
ministrative help to reduce the ITC tonnage 
commensurate with the recognition that the 
GRT had been reduced (prior enlarging modi-
fications removed). In the Coast Guard Au-
thorization bill (H.R. 2838) just enacted this 
week, there is language that allows the com-
pany to keep operating the vessel under its 
current documentation (below 300 GRT) and 
allows time to complete the tonnage reducing 
modifications that were not done by the pre-
vious owners of the vessel but which the 

Coast Guard has said must be done. Unfortu-
nately the ITC tonnage reduction remains in-
complete. The provision does not restore the 
vessel’s ITC tonnage to that of the GRT, once 
the tonnage reducing modification is made in 
dry dock. This second step would afford to the 
vessel the same result that other vessels in 
the Aqeuos Acadian’s class have, which, 
through a previous legislative grandfather pro-
vision, allows those vessels’ GRT and ITC 
tonnage to be the same. This second step 
would not give the vessel a competitive ad-
vantage relative to other vessels in the Aca-
dian’s class, rather without it the company is 
at a competitive disadvantage with those other 
vessels in its class. As time goes by the ves-
sel is losing out on potentially millions of dol-
lars of domestic and international work. 

It may be that the ITC provides for recogni-
tion of the lower tonnage administratively, but 
the path is not clear whether such an adminis-
trative route exists. Again in the case of this 
vessel, it is essentially being restored to its 
original tonnage at the time it was built in 
1973. I understand the concern addressed by 
the ITC of vessels substantially changing their 
size. A larger vessel should be regulated at a 
larger tonnage. However, I have not been 
made aware of any vessel that fits this fact 
pattern of being enlarged and then substan-
tially altered to be restored to its original ton-
nage. Unfortunately, the way that the ITC ad-
dresses this situation is to forever assign a 
vessel a higher tonnage even if it in fact has 
been reduced. That is simply unfair. Other 
vessels of the same class which did not un-
dergo the enlargement are now enjoying a 
lower ITC tonnage. The equities are that this 
vessel should be similarly recognized once re-
stored. This is an equitable case for assigning 
it the ITC tonnage as though it had not under-
gone the earlier enlargement. 

While there may be a way to do this admin-
istratively, that process has not been made 
clear and seems to be a maze of arcane Inter-
national Maritime Organization procedures. 
Thus, the case for correcting the international 
tonnage for this vessel is a compelling one 
based on a unique situation. The recognition 
of such a unique case as this would not un-
dermine the U.S. credibility or the ITC itself, or 
cause any backlash in the international com-
munity. This vessel should not be force fit into 
a regime that does not recognize its cir-
cumstance. We need vessels such as the 
Aqueos Acadian to develop offshore energy 
resources as soon as possible. This provision 
gets part of the job done and in time perhaps 
an additional measure is needed. In the mean-
time, I strongly urge the Coast Guard to de-
velop an administrative solution and I ask the 
Coast Guard to consider all of the factors 
mentioned above. 

f 

PASSING OF MR. FELMERS 
CHANEY 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 17, 2012 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy 
heart that I write to express my sincere condo-
lences to the family and friends of Mr. Felmers 
Chaney, a respected and influential commu-
nity leader. A loving husband for 70 years, 

brother, relative, and friend to many in Mil-
waukee, he will surely be missed by all. He 
was loyal and committed to his family, the Mil-
waukee community, and the civil rights strug-
gle. Felmers’ death leaves a void, but his 
memory as a true ‘‘servant leader’’ provides a 
remarkable legacy and an example of a life 
well lived. 

Felmers lived a life full of accomplishment 
and distinction during his time with us. He 
didn’t shy away from controversy and exhib-
ited extraordinary courage in the face of out-
right racial discrimination during his life. He 
was a pioneer on many fronts, starting his ca-
reer in 1947 as only the fourth black officer 
with the Milwaukee Police Department. Due to 
his tenacity and failure to acquiesce to racial 
injustice, he was promoted and became the 
first black sergeant on the police force serving 
the department and Milwaukee for 36 years. 
He supervised roughly 20 officers in the de-
partment’s 5th District—two or three of whom 
were black. These same leadership skills and 
his concerns for those living in Milwaukee’s 
inner city, catapulted him into a leadership po-
sition as President of Milwaukee’s NAACP in 
1987. As its president for 12 years, Felmers 
was a formidable advocate on behalf of the 
black community. He spoke out on issues in-
volving the lack of equal access to housing, 
jobs, education, and he was party to the ‘‘red-
lining’’ lawsuit that successfully challenged the 
practice of denying mortgages to blacks. 

Felmers was not only known for his fight in 
the civil rights arena, but also for his role in 
creating economic development opportunities 
in the inner city. Because of his interest in 
building up the black community and devel-
oping job opportunities, he became the Presi-
dent of the Central City Development Corp., 
which built the Central City Plaza, a motel and 
shopping center on 6th and Walnut Street. 
This further led to his becoming the founder 
and president of North Milwaukee State Bank, 
Wisconsin’s first black-owned bank. In addition 
to his years as NAACP president, Felmers 
also served as president of the Milwaukee 
Urban League, and in 2000, Gov. Tommy 
Thompson dedicated Milwaukee’s new men’s 
correctional center on N. 30th Street as the 
Felmers 0. Chaney Correctional Center. 

Mr. Speaker, the Milwaukee community 
stands in awe of all that Felmers did to give 
back to this community. He has left an indel-
ible mark on me and on those who have cho-
sen to enter public service as a career. 
Felmers has left a beautiful legacy through his 
family. Our community and the Fourth Con-
gressional District of Wisconsin is a much bet-
ter place to live and work because of him. I 
thank him for the many families and individual 
lives he touched over the years. 

May God be with all who mourn in the days 
and months ahead. Along with my staff, I send 
my thoughts and prayers. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EAGLE SCOUT 
MICHAEL GREENFIELD 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, December 17, 2012 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate Michael Greenfield 
of Clive, Iowa for achieving the rank of Eagle 
Scout. 
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