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Valley. The annual celebration has brought
our community together year after year.

| would also like to take this opportunity to
congratulate senior pastor Dudley Rutherford
on this special occasion. Under the leadership
of Pastor Rutherford, who is also celebrating
his 25th Anniversary, the Church has seen its
congregation and community outreach efforts
continue to expand. Pastor Rutherford spear-
headed the development of four self-sufficient
satellite campuses within Los Angeles County,
the opening of the Church’s Family Life Cen-
ter, and he helped to organize the “Miracle in
the Making” Campaign to raise funds for a
new church building. Known nationally for his
dynamic leadership and communication skills,
Pastor Rutherford served as president of the
2011 North American Christian Convention,
and was the featured Chapel Speaker at the
World Series.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to extend my heartfelt
congratulations to Shepherd of the Hills
Church on its 100th Anniversary, and to Pas-
tor Dudley Rutherford for his commitment,
dedication and vision in helping this praise-
worthy congregation carry out its mission of
fellowship and community service throughout
the San Fernando Valley.

——

OPPOSITION TO H. RES. 813: EX-
PRESSING VIGOROUS SUPPORT
AND UNWAVERING COMMITMENT
TO THE WELFARE, SECURITY,
AND SURVIVAL OF THE STATE
OF ISRAEL AS A JEWISH AND
DEMOCRATIC STATE WITH SE-
CURE BORDERS, AND RECOG-
NIZING AND STRONGLY SUP-
PORTING ITS RIGHT TO ACT IN
SELF-DEFENSE TO PROTECT ITS
CITIZENS AGAINST ACTS OF
TERRORISM

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 27, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise in oppo-
sition to H. Res. 813, an unfortunately and un-
necessarily one-sided resolution that was
brought up on Friday, November 16, for con-
sideration without any advance notice to Mem-
bers of Congress and which was completed in
about a minute without any discussion. The
hasty nature in which this resolution of such
significance was considered undermines the
unspoken, but operationally essential under-
standing, that bills of great importance will not
be quietly tiptoed through Congress. A loss of
Members’ confidence in Leadership results
when House floor procedures are conducted
in a manner frustrating to good faith. Such
conduct can only add to the hyper-partisan-
ship and the breakdown of comity in Congress
that Americans find objectionable.

Members must be given the opportunity to
debate U.S. support of a military operation
that is likely to be of significant consequence
in talks between lIsrael and the Palestinians.
This impacts the region and the world.

Only one minute for consideration of a most
consequential resolution in the House, when in
the past week, the death toll in Gaza has
climbed past 100, including 24 children. Over
800 people are reported to have been wound-
ed. Rockets from groups in Gaza have landed
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in several Israeli towns. Three Israelis have
been killed.

This latest military escalation began after
Israel assassinated Ahmed Al-dabari, the head
of Hamas’ military wing. According to Israeli
negotiator Gershon Baskin, who secured the
release of Gilad Shalit, Mr. Jabari “wasn’t just
interested in a long-term cease-fire; he was
also the person responsible for enforcing pre-
vious cease-fire understandings. . . . On the
morning that he was killed, Mr. Jabari received
a draft proposal for an extended cease-fire
with Israel, including mechanisms that would
verify intentions and ensure compliance.”
Could anything be more destructive of peace
than the assassination of a principal to
ceasefire negotiations? And the House only
has one minute to consider the ramifications
of such action?

The root of this latest flare up in hostilities
is deep. Negotiations between Israel and the
Palestinians on a two-state solution have been
virtually non-existent. Innocent people in Gaza
continue to suffer under a blockade that has
deprived them of everything from food and
clean water to educational opportunities. llle-
gal settlements continue to be built in the
West Bank and East Jerusalem, further dimin-
ishing prospects for a negotiated two-state so-
lution.

The hastily written, and even more hastily
passed resolution, fails to mention any of that.
In its deficiencies are writ the failures of our
own Middle East policies. This latest outbreak
in violence is deplorable and | am strongly
supportive of Egyptian efforts to negotiate a
ceasefire. Innocent people on both sides de-
serve to live without fear. Can the House
Leadership spare a minute for that point to be
made?

————

TRIBUTE TO MRS. MABEL
KITTRELL

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 27, 2012

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute and to honor Mrs. Mabel Kittrell
who was born in Portsmouth, Virginia on July
18, 1912, and is 100 years young!

Mrs. Kittrell does not have biological chil-
dren but she helped raise her nephew Kevin
Jackson. Mrs. Kittrell was employed as a clerk
and nurse’s aide among several of the many
jobs she has worked during her life.

Mrs. Kittrell became a member of the Zion
Baptist Church in Brooklyn New York in 1978.
She was the treasurer of the Virginia Club,
which is now known as the Southern States
Ministry. Mrs. Kittrell supports many of the
church’s ministries.

Mrs. Kittrell has a number of friends and es-
pecially appreciates her two home attendants,
Mrs. Jean Moore and Mrs. Annie Everett. Mrs.
Kittrell claims to not know the secret to her
longevity but acknowledges herself as one of
God'’s creations. Earlier this year Mrs. Kittrell
received a certificate of recognition for her
100th birthday from Senior Citizens Ministry of
Zion Baptist Church and a card from President
Barack Obama congratulating her on her
100th birthday.

Mr. Speaker, she also received a Proclama-
tion from Brooklyn Borough President Marty
Markowitz.
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Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in paying tribute to Mrs. Mabel Kittrell.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CARDI-
OLOGY ASSOCIATES OF ALBANY,
GEORGIA

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 27, 2012

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to salute the members and supporters
of the Cardiology Associates of Albany, Geor-
gia as they commemorate their 30th anniver-
sary this year. A celebration event will be held
on Thursday, November 29, 2012 at noon in
the main lobby of Phoebe Putney Memorial
Hospital in Albany, Georgia.

Thirty years ago, a young Cardiology Resi-
dent at Emory Medical School in Atlanta,
Georgia was recruited to Albany, Georgia by
several local physicians seeking to provide ad-
vanced Cardiology Services to Southwest
Georgia. Dr. Jeffrey Hoopes accepted the
challenge and set out to form Cardiology As-
sociates in 1982.

From one physician’s vision and commit-
ment, Cardiology Associates has grown into a
network of world-class heart and vascular
services. Cardiology Associates teamed with
Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital, itself a
healthcare leader providing breakthrough tech-
nology and innovation to the communities it
serves for 100 years. Together they bring the
finest Cardiology talent and technology to the
citizens of Southwest Georgia.

Dr. Hoopes performed the region’s first Car-
diac Catheterization, a new and revolutionary
diagnostic procedure at the time, at Phoebe
Putney Memorial Hospital thirty years ago.
Today, more than 50,000 life-saving cardiac
catheterization procedures have been per-
formed by Cardiology Associates. Many other
Cardiology firsts for the region have followed.

Building on that original foundation, Cardi-
ology Associates through the Phoebe Heart
and Vascular Center now provides patients
and families facing heart disease access to
services at one of the largest and most ad-
vanced heart centers in Georgia.

These accomplishments, along with a dedi-
cation and commitment to the citizens of
Southwest Georgia, have been rendered with
compassion and professionalism.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in applauding the exceptional efforts of the
Cardiology Associates at Phoebe Putney Me-
morial Hospital in Albany, Georgia for thirty
years of healthcare excellence to the residents
of Southwest Georgia.

————

RECOGNIZING MR. RALPH SPEZIO
OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORK, FOR
HIS DEDICATION TO ERADI-
CATING CHILDHOOD LEAD POI-
SONING

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, November 27, 2012

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, it is my es-
teemed honor to recognize Mr. Ralph Spezio
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of Rochester, New York for his continuous ad-
vocacy and leadership to prevent and test for
childhood blood lead poisoning. It is a pleas-
ure to acknowledge Ralph as an educator,
community servant, and leader in the fight to
protect children’s health.

Ralph Neil Spezio served for 33 years in the
Rochester City School District as a teacher,
curriculum specialist, vice principal and prin-
cipal. As principal of Enrico Fermi School No.
17, he excelled at engaging students, faculty,
families and the surrounding neighborhood.
Ralph addressed the needs of the school both
inside and outside its walls in order to restore
School No. 17 back to a safe place for learn-
ing. He connected with Rochester's leading
medical centers to build the Community Health
and Family Center on school grounds, estab-
lished a music program with help from the re-
nowned Eastman School of Music, and pro-
moted an active parent-teacher association.

Despite these improvements, a large portion
of Ralph’s students continued to struggle with
learning and behavioral problems. He felt that
his school had more than the average number
of students who had trouble with focus, mem-
ory, language, and impulsive behavior. It
turned out that while Ralph was working to
level the playing field for students to have a
fair chance at success—even in a school
plagued with a 98% poverty rate and located
in Rochester's poverty crescent—an unfore-
seen and slient monster was working against
him: lead poisoning.

Lead is a highly toxic metal. The U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) concludes
that in young children, lead poisoning can re-
sult in lowered intelligence, reading and learn-
ing disabilities, impaired hearing, reduced at-
tention span, hyperactivity, and antisocial be-
havior. In 1999 Ralph overheard school
nurses speaking about students who had been
poisoned. Eventually it was discovered that
school health records showed 41 percent of
the children at School No. 17 had a history of
elevated levels of lead in their blood. Worst
yet, those were only the results of those chil-
dren who were tested directly for lead.

Through the Community Health and Family
Center he had established, Ralph began test-
ing preschool students for lead. That first year,
100% of the preschoolers tested were positive
for lead. Ralph immediately initiated a grass-
roots effort to educate the community about
the dangers of lead and to advocate for blood
tests and home inspections.

Mr. Spezio became a founding member of
the Coalition to Prevent Lead Poisoning, a
group of Rochester doctors, nurses, lawyers,
educators, child advocates, health insurers,
property owners and community leaders com-
mitted to ending childhood lead poisoning. The
work of this coalition has earned the EPA’s
Environmental Justice Achievement Award. In
conjunction with local government and with the
support of federal resources through the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, the
Coalition reports an 84 percent decline in
childhood lead poisoning in Monroe County
over the past decade. With this success,
Rochester has become a model for other cit-
ies combating lead problems.

| am so proud of the excellent, life-changing
work that Ralph has done and his commitment
to putting children first in Rochester. Mr.
Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing and thanking Mr. Ralph Spezio for
his leadership, compassion and dedication to
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the healthy development of our nation’s most
precious resources, our children.

HONORING THE LIFE OF BETTY
RODRIGUEZ

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 27, 2012

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Betty Rodriguez, who
passed away on November 12, 2012, at the
age of 83. Betty will be remembered as one
of Fresno’s greatest treasures.

Betty was born and raised in Fresno, Cali-
fornia, where she graduated from Edison High
School and met her husband, Armando Rodri-
guez. Armando and Betty were high school
sweethearts and celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary in 2010. Their marriage was filled
with happiness, warmth, and compassion. To-
gether, they shared a deep love for one an-
other and also for their community.

Armando was a Superior Court Judge in
Fresno County and Betty became extremely
active in the community. She spent her time
volunteering for many different organizations,
including the League of Women Voters, Girl
Scouts, Arte Américas, Ladies Aid for Re-
tarded Citizens, Friends of the Library, and the
Fresno-Torreon Sister City Committee.

Betty was a trailblazer for women through-
out the Valley. It was an important priority for
Betty to instill in women, especially Hispanic
women, that they could make a difference in
the world. She wanted Hispanic women to feel
liberated and proud of themselves and their
heritage.

One of Betty’s greatest achievements was
the founding of the League of Mexican Amer-
ican Women. They created the Fiesta
Navideha Fashion Show, an event dedicated
to raising scholarship money for local youth.
Over $250,000 has been raised since the
fashion show’s inception. Betty took great
pride in the event because the proceeds were
going to a wonderful cause. Betty was known
to be able to sell tickets to anyone because
she would not take no for an answer. Due to
Betty’s tireless efforts, the fashion show is still
something people look forward to year after

ear.
y This past May, Armando and Betty were
recognized at the 12th annual Latino Legends
of the 20th Century dinner for their service to
the community. Their selflessness and passion
for the Central Valley made them very deserv-
ing of the award.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the life of Betty Rodriguez, a true
champion for the people of Central California.
Her leadership in the community made her a
role model and asset to our community. Bet-
ty’s generous and kind heart will be sorely
missed.

————

RECOGNIZING MARINE CORPS
GENERAL JOHN KELLY

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, November 27, 2012

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, it's with deep
respect and profound admiration that | rise
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today to honor Marine Corps General John
Kelly, who just recently became the Corps’
fifth active four-star general and took the helm
of U.S. Southern Command.

General Kelly has a long and distinguished
military career, leading Marines through
peacetime and war. His record of accomplish-
ment has earned the respect of not just Ma-
rines, but the entire military and civilian leader-
ship structure, and members in both bodies of
Congress.

General Kelly is not just someone who |
consider a good friend. Having served as a
Marine, | also consider him to be a high-cal-
iber officer who embodies all the qualities that
make the Marines the most effective fighting
force in the world. Without a doubt, he’s a role
model and mentor to younger Marines. He’s a
trusted voice for U.S. national security and his
service to the nation, spanning more than four
decades, has been an asset for the Marine
Corps and the entire country.

Those who have had the distinct opportunity
to learn from General Kelly and observe him
in action are even better Marines today. He’s
been an inspirational figure to many—myself
included—and now as head of U.S. Southern
Command, he will surely make his mark as a
superior and effective officer who is capable of
leading at the highest levels.

Among Marines, the rank of four-star gen-
eral is attainable only to a select few. They
are considered the best and brightest military
minds. They are tactically coherent. They are
masters of strategic planning and they rep-
resent both the intimidating strength and good-
will that is associated with the Marine Corps
and the rest of America’s military.

General Kelly is the right person to lead
U.S. Southern Command at the right time.
There is no shortage of challenges throughout
the Caribbean, Central America and South
America. America faces threats from drug traf-
ficking, corruption and cyber attacks. With
General Kelly at the forefront, America will be
safer and more secure, and we’ll surely be in
a position to make progress toward improving
conditions in countries that are so close to our
doorstep.

And | know | speak for the rest of my col-
leagues in expressing my gratitude for Gen-
eral Kelly’s service. He’s an exceptional leader
who deserves our unending respect and ap-
preciation for a military career that first began
in 1970 when he enlisted in the Marine Corps.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in wishing General Kelly much success as
the Marine Corps’ newest four-star general
and the head of U.S. Southern Command.
Semper Fi.

BETH DUPREE
HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 27, 2012

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Dr. Beth DuPree, a breast surgeon,
oncologist and the medical director for Holy
Redeemer’s Breast Health Care Program in
my home of Pennsylvania.

Earlier this month, Dr. DuPree was honored
with the inaugural Be Well Philly Hero Chal-
lenge. This award, presented by Philadelphia
Magazine, honors local champions of health
and wellness.
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