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ACCELERATING END TO
AFGHANISTAN WAR

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2012

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, as we
gather back in Washington for the first time
since the election, it is important that we work
to resolve the questions that cannot wait until
the new 113th Congress is sworn in. President
Obama will soon be meeting with his military
advisors and considering various plans in Af-
ghanistan. My Republican colleague Walter
Jones and | will be sending a letter to the
President renewing our call for an accelerated
withdrawal from Afghanistan.

| encourage all Members to join us on this
letter. Keeping our troops in Afghanistan
through 2014 will not bring about a meaningful
difference on the ground.

Mr. Speaker, it is time that we catch up with
the American people who are calling for an
accelerated end to the war in Afghanistan.

Let’s bring our troops home, end the war in
Afghanistan, and invest in jobs and nation-
building here at home.

———

IN HONOR OF CLEVELAND DIVI-
SION OF POLICE 2012 POLICE OF-
FICER OF THE YEAR, PATROL
OFFICER DANIEL L. BAILLIS

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Patrol Officer Daniel L. Baillis, the
Cleveland Division of Police 2012 Police Offi-
cer of the Year.

Officer Baillis is a lifelong resident of Cleve-
land, Ohio who attended Cleveland Public
Schools and graduated from Lincoln West
High School. He studied Applied Sciences/
Law Enforcement at Cuyahoga Community
College where he earned an Associate’s De-
gree. He also studied at Cleveland State Uni-
versity.

On July 23, 1979, Patrol Officer Daniel L.
Baillis began his career as a Cleveland police
officer in the 5th District, where he spent his
entire 33-year career. Officer Baillis served on
the Basic Patrol, Vice and Strike Force units
and spent nearly 20 years as a detective in
the Strike Force Unit. Officer Baillis retired
from the Cleveland Police Department on Au-
gust 2, 2012.

The Cleveland Division of Police’s Police
Officer of the Year award is bestowed upon an
officer who demonstrates an outstanding de-
votion to duty, and consistently performs to
the highest degree, beyond standards estab-
lished by their peers. Police Officer of the
Year is not Officer Baillis’ first honor. He has
previously been awarded the Medal of Honor,
three Distinguished Service Medals, four spe-
cial commendations, two Chief's Commenda-
tions and the Rotary Club Valor Award.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in congratulating Patrol Officer Daniel L. Baillis
on being named the 2012 Cleveland Division
of Police Officer of the Year.
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HONORING THE CENTENNIAL OF
THE TOWN OF HAYESVILLE,
NORTH CAROLINA

HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2012

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the town of Hayesville, located in Clay
County North Carolina surrounded by moun-
tains and views of the Hiawassee River,
Tusquittee Bald, Nantahala Forest and other
picturesque scenery of Western North Caro-
lina.

Hayesville has been the active center of
Clay County since it was established in the
1800s. In 1860 George Hayes ran for a seat
in the North Carolina House of Commons on
a platform for creating a new county from the
neighboring boundaries of Cherokee and
Macon Counties. After his election, Rep.
Hayes introduced a bill in February 1861 to
establish Clay County and later received rec-
ognition for his efforts when Hayesville was
named in his honor.

Small communities flourished as more set-
tlers moved into the hills and valleys along
streams and rivers of Clay County. The Coun-
ty Courthouse was constructed in 1888 on a
knoll overlooking scenic mountain valleys as a
center of commerce surrounded by a bank,
hotel, churches, Tiger's Store and other mer-
chants that formed a village square and the
only town in Clay County. Finally in March of
1913, fifty years after the county was estab-
lished, Hayesville was officially recognized as
an “incorporated town” and County Seat of
Clay County.

Hayesville continued to be the central mark
of the county as roads were built and neigh-
boring farmers would let others know they
were making a trip to town and offered to
bring back supplies. Eventually the population
grew and Hayesville became a flourishing
small town reflecting North Carolina mountain
culture, hometown values and rural area ac-
complishments with Appalachian and Ameri-
cana flavor that continues today.

The historic Courthouse Square is still the
center of activity and a special public gath-
ering will be held in March 2013 at Town Hall
in celebration of the 100th anniversary of the
designation of the town of Hayesville as the
County Seat of Clay County. Mr. Speaker, |
ask my colleagues to join me in Hayesville’s
Centennial recognition and contributions to our
national heritage and the great state of North
Carolina.

———

RECENT EVENTS IN SOUTHERN
ISRAEL AND GAZA

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2012

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ex-
press my fears about the events occurring in
southern Israel and Gaza. Last Saturday,
Hamas-affiliated militias began firing rockets
from Gaza into Israel. These attacks, directed
at Israeli civilians, are acts of war. Israel has
every right and a solemn duty to protect her
citizens. The rocket attacks have continued all
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week, and yesterday, three lIsraeli civilians
were killed in an attack on Kiryat Malakhi.

Regrettably, Israel was forced to take a nec-
essary and appropriate step in defending her
citizens by launching an offensive against Pal-
estinian militants in Gaza. During the attacks,
Israeli defense forces killed the military com-
mander of Hamas in an air strike. Israel has
clearly told those who kill the innocent that
Israel will use whatever force necessary to
protect her citizens.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Israel live in con-
stant fear of rocket attacks from Gaza. In
2009, | visited the Israeli village of Sderot that
borders on Gaza. I'll never forget talking to an
Israeli mother who is always within arm’s
reach of her young children. Any time the air
raid sirens scream a warning of an incoming
barrage of rockets, she must be ready to grab
her children and take cover in the family’s
bomb shelter. This has to be done within sec-
onds or her family may be killed.

Mr. Speaker, the United States must con-
tinue to fully support Israel’s right to defend
herself against the constant threat of terrorist
attacks by Hamas from Gaza. This is also a
critically important moment for Egypt to step
up as a responsible mediator to end the vio-
lence. The new Egyptian government has a
chance to show its acceptance of the 1979
peace treaty. It is their choice, but whatever
they decide, America will stand firmly beside
our ally Israel.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 80TH
BIRTHDAY OF JANE SHEATS

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Jane Sheats on the occasion of
her 80th birthday.

Born and raised in Northeast Ohio, Mrs.
Sheats is a lifelong resident of the Glenville
area. Upon graduating from John Hay High
School, she immediately began working as a
clerk with the Internal Revenue Service. Mrs.
Sheats began her role with Cleveland’s Demo-
cratic Party in 1965 when she began her ten-
year tenure as a Precinct Committeeman for
Cleveland’s Ward 20.

In 1975, Mrs. Sheats was appointed as a
Board Member of the Cuyahoga County Board
of Elections by the Executive Committee of
the Democratic Party. In 1976, she became
the first African American woman in the U.S.
to chair a county board of elections. Her public
service continued in 1983, when she was ap-
pointed Regional Manager Cleveland Region
of the Ohio Lottery Commission; she was later
re-appointed in 1991 by Former Governor
Voinovich. Ultimately, Mrs. Sheats served as
Regional Manager for 12 years. In 1999, she
came out of retirement to serve as a Deputy
Clerk in the City of Cleveland’s Clerk of
Courts.

In addition to her long career in the public
sector, Mrs. Sheats has been a selfless leader
in her community. She was a longtime trustee
and corporate board member of the Ohio Mo-
torist Association, a Sunday School teacher at
Mt. Nebo Missionary Baptist Church and the
first woman to chair the Glenville YMCA Board
of Managers.
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Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in recognizing the life of Jane Sheats and
wishing her a joyous 80th birthday.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE FOUNDERS OF
OUTSMART OFFICE SOLUTIONS,
GEORGE PIEPER AND DAWN
ACKERMAN

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2012

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor the founders of OutSmart Office
Solutions, George Pieper and Dawn Acker-
man, for being honored with the National Gay
and Lesbian Chamber of Commerce’s 2012
LGBT Supplier of the Year Award. George
and Dawn have dedicated themselves and
their careers to creating and strengthening an
economy that fosters equality for all people.

George and Dawn founded OutSmart Office
Solutions in 2007. They brought a combined
twenty-three years of experience to provide of-
fice products that are environmentally sustain-
able and built a business that expands oppor-
tunities for lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender business owners.

As a certified Lesbian,
Trangender-owned Business Enterprise
(LGBTBE), OutSmart Office  Solutions
partnered with Office Depot to distribute office
furniture and supplies. Office Depot’s Tier One
Supplier Diversity Partnership enables Out-
Smart Office Solutions to provide the highest
quality products and top-notch service to cor-
porations and individuals while promoting
workplace diversity.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that |
recognize George Pieper and Dawn Acker-
man. Businesses like OutSmart Office Solu-
tions play a vital role in stimulating our econ-
omy and ensuring equality for all members of
our communities.

Gay, Bisexual,

HONORING BRUCE PETERSON
HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2012

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the members of my congressional staff
who have served with me over the past six
years while | have been in office. A Member
of Congress’ most important responsibility is to
provide exceptional constituent services and
my staff is second to none in providing the
best assistance to everyone in our district. |
take great pride in the work that each one has
done on my behalf and on behalf of everyone
in the 11th Congressional District of North
Carolina.

Each District staff member has shown a
strong sense of dedication in meeting the
needs of each and every one of our constitu-
ents. They often go well beyond the call to
make sure each constituent is treated fairly
and respectfully by our government agencies
and that they receive appropriate resolution. |
owe a debt of gratitude to each one of them
for the support and friendship which they have
shown me while | have served in Congress.
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Bruce Peterson served as my first District
Director. In this key role, Bruce was the driv-
ing force behind establishing every detail of
our district operation. Bruce’s knowledge of
local government and officials proved invalu-
able as we developed relationships and meth-
ods for providing top-notch services to folks
across western North Carolina. Bruce used his
extensive background as a school adminis-
trator to help develop the excellent constituent
services that our office has been recognized
for during these past six years of service.

Bruce should be proud of the service he has
provided to our district and country. It has
been an honor to serve with him and as | re-
tire from office | wish him the very best in the
future. Western North Carolina is a better
place because of his efforts and | will cherish
the memories of serving with Bruce and the
team by my side.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing and thanking Bruce Peterson
for his hard work on behalf of all of western
North Carolina and to wish him continued suc-
cess in his future endeavors.

————

A TRIBUTE TO THE SACRAMENTO
JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS
LEAGUE

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2012

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the Sacramento Chapter
of the Japanese American Citizens League,
and congratulate the chapter as they celebrate
their 17th annual community awards dinner.

Through their long history, the Sacramento
JACL has been dedicated to advancing the
civil rights of all Americans, deterring hate
crimes across the Nation, and helping to lead
the Japanese-American community to social
and economic equality. On Thursday, Novem-
ber 15, 2012, the Sacramento Japanese
American Citizens League will host its 17th
annual community awards dinner.

During the dinner, the Sacramento JACL will
honor: the Sacramento Japanese United
Methodist Church, one of the oldest Japa-
nese-American congregations in Northern
California; the Sacramento Senator Lions
Club, a civic organization that provides its
members with opportunities to serve the com-
munity through fundraising and hands-on
projects; and the Sakura Minyo Doo Koo Kai,
a troupe that performs traditional Japanese
folk song and dance. These three organiza-
tions and their members have worked dili-
gently to serve the community, teach others
about the history of Japanese-Americans, and
help preserve the Japanese culture. They
stand as organizations that truly embrace the
dinner's theme of “Bunka Isan,” helping the
community honor the lives of their ancestors
and celebrating their own lives as Americans.

During the dinner, the Sacramento JACL will
also honor my friend and colleague, California
Assemblywoman Mariko Yamada. Mariko has
dedicated her life to serving the public in many
capacities: working as an investigator for the
U.S. Department of Commerce’s Office for
Civil Rights; as a member of the Yolo County
Board of Supervisors; and now representing
her constituents in the California State Assem-
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bly. She has had tremendous success in the
California Assembly, passing landmark bills
that imposed greater criminal penalties on as-
sailants that abuse the elderly and disabled,
provided increased housing and employment
opportunities for our veterans, and reformed
government policies to protect consumers
from negligence and fraud. Mariko has made
California and our Nation a better place for all,
and is truly worthy of tonight's honoring.

Mr. Speaker, | hereby recognize and com-
mend the Sacramento Chapter of the Japa-
nese American Citizens League and their hon-
orees for their continued service to Sac-
ramento, California and our Nation. | ask all
my colleagues to join with me in wishing them
continued success and support as they work
to protect the civil rights of all our citizens, and
preserve the history of Japanese-Americans.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MIKE PENCE

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2012

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoidably
absent on November 15, 2012, and missed
rollcall votes 605, 606, and 607. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye” on rollcall
votes 605, 606, and 607.

HONORING ERIN “DOTY’ GEORGES

HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 16, 2012

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the members of my Congressional Staff
who have served with me over the past six
years while | have been in office. A Member
of Congress’ most important responsibility is to
provide exceptional constituent services and
my team is second to none in providing the
best assistance to all in our District. My Wash-
ington, D.C. office is also tasked with re-
searching, processing, analyzing, and making
recommendations on an infinite number of re-
ports, policies, and legislation. | could not ask
for a more talented or dedicated team, and |
take great pride in the work that each staff
member has done not only on my behalf, but
also on behalf of the 11th Congressional Dis-
trict of North Carolina and the United States.

My team has shown a strong sense of dedi-
cation to meeting the needs of our constitu-
ency. | owe a debt of gratitude to each one of
them for the support and friendship they have
shown me during my six years of service in
the Congress.

A very special thank you goes to Erin
“Doty” Georges, who is the longest serving
staff member in my Washington, D.C. office
and has been a member of my team since
day one. After contributing to my first cam-
paign’s victory, Erin took on a number of port-
folios and responsibilities in my Washington
office, excelling at each and eventually rising
to the influential position of Legislative Direc-
tor. Erin has served as a trusted advisor on a
broad range of issues, but none more so than
health care policy. In this, Erin is regarded as
one the best and most capable among her
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