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and devotes a significant amount of her time
running Nebraska Troop Support and Share
Our Dream.

Through Nebraska Troop Support, Beth as-
sembles care packages for our soldiers, vet-
erans and their families. She solicits small do-
nations and gifts which are sent in about 40
care packages each month to let all of our
servicemembers know how much their sac-
rifice is appreciated.

Share Our Dream, also run by Beth, has
benefitted more than 1600 Nebraskans with
small gifts such as cookies, flowers, and short
notes to lift the spirit of someone in need.
While most of the costs have been paid by
Beth, the organization has made it possible for
local businesses and citizens to donate small
items to help their neighbors. These small
gestures not only bring smiles, but also renew
the spirit of giving in our State.

| hope all of my colleagues will join me in
honoring Beth Tielke and her selfless work to
bring joy to our troops, veterans, military fami-
lies and all Nebraskans.

———

TRIBUTE TO DON ARTHUR
McGRIFF

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2012

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to the memory of a beloved and re-
spected Alabaman who passed away on Octo-
ber 2, 2012, at the age of 70. Don McGiriff
was a devoted public servant and a tireless
advocate for safer communities at the state
and local level.

Don McGriff was born in Mobile on April 22,
1942. He was a graduate of Murphy High
School, the University of South Alabama, and
the Jones School of Law at Faulkner Univer-
sity. Don also served his country honorably in
the United States Marine Corps.

Active in state and local politics, Don was
the Republican Nominee for Alabama Lieuten-
ant Governor against Democrat Jim Folsom,
Jr. in 1986. He served as Chairman of the
Baldwin County Republican Party and on the
Baldwin County School Board.

Don’s reputation for fairness also earned
him bipartisan respect in Montgomery. In
2004, Governor Bob Riley appointed him to
serve on the newly expanded Alabama Board
of Pardons and Paroles.

His long political career also included runs
for State Senate and State Representative in
Baldwin County and service as an assistant
district attorney.

Don’s public service was marked by his un-
wavering dedication to fighting crime as well
as the rehabilitation of those convicted of
crimes. Don was a founding board member of
We Care Prison Ministries and the Lovelady
Center. He was a charter member of the
Fairhope Sunset Rotary Club and a Paul Har-
ris Fellow.

On behalf of the people of Alabama, | offer
condolence to his wife of 46 years, Jeanne
Kelly; their son, Kelly; their daughter, Heather;
their eight grandchildren and their entire family
and many friends You are all in our thoughts
and prayers.
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TRIBUTE TO LT. BOBBY PRICE

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2012

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker and colleagues, |
rise today to honor a great friend, an honor-
able man and a tireless champion for all vet-
erans, Lt. Bobby Price. Bobby passed away
on November 2, 2012 after many years bat-
tling cancer.

Throughout his 24 years of active duty serv-
ice in the U.S. Navy, Bobby demonstrated tre-
mendous zeal for getting the job done. As an
advocate for veterans he brought the same
zeal towards fighting on behalf of veterans
and he never let up. He never gave up. His
heart was in it all the way.

Mr. Speaker, | often credit Bobby with in-
forming me of everything | needed to know to
fight on behalf of veterans. He spent many,
many hours going over everything that needed
to be done legislatively, educating me on what
veterans have to confront as individuals and
how much we owe to them. His ambitious
goals really personify what it means to be a
champion for veterans. | hope through my
work | was able justify his confidence in me.

Bobby has received scores of awards rec-
ognizing his tremendous service throughout
his life—including 2007 San Diego County
Veteran of the Year. He was President of the
nonprofit Chula Vista Veterans Home Support
Foundation at the time of his death, having
served on the charity’s board for six years.

He was active in the VFW and other vet-
eran’s organizations locally, statewide, and na-
tionally. Many of my successes on behalf of
veterans came about because of Bobby
Price’s suggestions. He would say: “We got to
do this. We got to do that. We can’t have this
offset. We have to do this!” | listened to every
word, most of which we tried to enact. Bobby,
I will miss you and | appreciate everything you
did every single day.

Bobby is survived by his wife, Julia; his
sons, Paul Hoch, Russ Price, Marcus Bush
and Adam Price; and daughter Adriana Bush.
Another daughter, Jennifer Crane, preceded
him in death. He has five grandchildren, with
another due soon.

Bobby will be truly missed by all who were
touched by his love for life and his passion for
his fellow veterans.

———————

A TRIBUTE TO ST. SAVA SERBIAN
ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL ON ITS
100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2012

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
St. Sava Serbian Orthodox Cathedral. | was
so pleased to join members, friends and the
community on October 7, 2012, to celebrate
100 years of St. Sava Serbian Orthodox Ca-
thedral as a congregation.

It was also a time to give thanks for the
spiritual leadership, generosity, dedication,
and the sacrifices made by generations of
your faithful members. Your congregation has
contributed much to the religious, social, cul-
tural and civic life of this city.
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Your hard work and decades of effort cul-
minated in this beautiful Cathedral, St. Sava.
It demonstrates to your community and to
people of faith throughout our area the dedica-
tion by people of faith, to honor their beliefs
and holy traditions. | am particularly moved by
the timeline of over 40 years to establish the
first place of worship until the Cathedral’s final
completion—from 1912 to 1958. | wondered
about this significant period of time and then
realized that your grandfathers, fathers, sons,
brothers and husbands, all who could serve,
indeed did serve our country in two World
Wars. It is a sacrifice that must always be
honored and remembered; a sacrifice that
many American immigrants have made in our
history. We are so very proud and grateful to
acknowledge this commitment.

You have accomplished much my friends.
You have worked in our factories, our brew-
eries, legislatures, schools and medical facili-
ties to advance our city, state and country. We
have all found a home at Serb Hall that was
established by the St. Sava community as a
welcoming place for all; it has served as a
meeting place for Presidents, Senators, Con-
gressmen, Congresswomen and elected lead-
ers from all levels of government. You have
shared in and contributed to the economic and
political life of our community.

October 7, 2012, was a day for St. Sava
members to celebrate a work well done and to
consider the challenges ahead. Mr. Speaker,
for these reasons, | am honored to pay tribute
to St. Sava Orthodox Cathedral’s 100th Anni-
versary. | extend my heartfelt thanks and deep
appreciation for all they have done to enhance
the quality of life throughout the Fourth Con-
gressional District. | look forward to the Ser-
bian community’s continued involvement and
leadership for many years to come.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BILL JOHNSON

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 15, 2012

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, on
rollcall No. 604 | was unavoidably detained

and therefore was unable to vote. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye.”

RECOGNIZING MS. KAREN THOMAS

HON. JO ANN EMERSON

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2012

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Ms. Karen Thomas, a member of
the professional staff of the House Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Financial Services and
General Government, and to congratulate her
on her retirement at the end of this year.
Karen has made invaluable contributions to
the function of the Subcommittee, and she will
be greatly missed by the Members and her
colleagues.

During her nearly 40-year tenure in federal
government, Karen has served in all three
branches: In the Executive Branch for the U.S.
Department of Transportation and the U.S.
Department of Commerce, in the Judiciary for
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the Administrative Office of the U.S. Courts,
and in the Legislative Branch as a detailee for
the Appropriations Committee. Throughout her
federal service, Karen has developed budgets,
planned expenditures, facilitated transparency
and fostered a team approach to solving some
of the most difficult problems faced by agen-
cies.

As a member of the Appropriations Commit-
tee’s professional staff, Karen is a source of
reliable information and trustworthy counsel.
She approaches her job seriously, and she
takes to heart the consequences of the deci-
sions made in Congress for the public serv-
ants at dozens of federal agencies as well as
the Americans who depend upon their good
work.

Most of all, Karen’s can-do attitude, her
bright smile and warm welcomes, and her will-
ingness to go the extra mile to get the an-
swers not just right—but exactly right—have
been instrumental to the proper functioning of
the Subcommittee on Financial Services and
General Government Appropriations during my
two years as Chair. She will be greatly
missed, and her presence and many note-
worthy contributions to the work product of the
Subcommittee will not soon be forgotten.

| encourage my colleagues to join me in
thanking her for her excellent work and in
wishing her well in a satisfying, hard-earned
retirement, one in which there are no budget
cycles, appropriations deadlines, constantly-
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ringing phones or all-night weekend workdays.
Thank you, Karen, and God bless.

HONORING ANDREW WHALEN
HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2012

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the members of my Congressional Staff
who have served with me over the past six
years while | have been in office. A Member
of Congress’ most important responsibility is to
provide exceptional constituent services and
my team is second to none in providing the
best assistance to all in our District. My Wash-
ington, D.C. office is also tasked with re-
searching, processing, analyzing, and making
recommendations on an infinite number of re-
ports, policies, and legislation. | could not ask
for a more talented or dedicated team, and |
take great pride in the work that each staff
member has done not only on my behalf, but
also on behalf of the 11th Congressional Dis-
trict of North Carolina and the United States.

My team has shown a strong sense of dedi-
cation to meeting the needs of our constitu-
ency. | owe a debt of gratitude to each one of
them for the support and friendship they have
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shown me during my six years of service in
the Congress.

Andrew Whalen helped run my very first
campaign and played an instrumental role in
my election to Congress. Following the cam-
paign, Andrew served as a member of my
D.C. staff as Communications Director. With
Andrew’s talent for grasping the breadth and
complexities of the day’s leading issues, to-
gether we were able to sift through some of
the most intricate legislation of the decade.
Then, after successfully running my first re-
election campaign, Andrew returned to the of-
fice to serve as my Senior Advisor for Policy
and Communications. Andrew was an excep-
tional member of my staff in every position
that he held, and his political acumen and
masterful communication skills continued to be
invaluable assets.

Andrew should be proud of the service he
has provided to our District and country. It has
been an honor to serve with him and as | re-
tire from office | wish him the very best in the
future. Western North Carolina is a better
place because of his efforts and | will cherish
the memories of serving with Andrew and the
team by my side.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing and thanking Andrew Whalen
for his hard work on behalf of all of Western
North Carolina and to wish him continued suc-
cess in his future endeavors.
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