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TRIBUTE TO SHIRLEY FORD
HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2012

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor several of the volunteers who have
served in my District office over the past six
years while | have been in office. A Member
of Congress’ most important responsibility is to
provide exceptional constituent services and
these volunteers have assisted my staff in pro-
viding the excellent assistance so many have
come to expect in our District. | take great
pride in the work that each one has done on
my behalf and on behalf of everyone in the
11th Congressional District of North Carolina.

These volunteers have always treated our
constituents with the utmost respect and al-
ways made sure their needs were met in a
timely fashion. | owe a debt of gratitude to
each one of them for the support and friend-
ship which they have shown me while | have
served in Congress.

Shirley Ford has played a valuable role as
a volunteer from the very beginning of my time
in Congress. Shirley had a special ability to
work with seniors in our District who were hav-
ing difficulty with Medicare. Shirley’s wealth of
knowledge about the Medicare system gave
our constituents a much-needed assurance
that their claims would be handled appro-
priately. Shirley also shared my desire to help
eliminate waste and fraud in the system and
tirelessly worked with individuals to identify
cases in these areas.

Shirley should be proud of the service she
has provided to our District and country. It has
been an honor to serve with her and as | retire
from office | wish her the very best in the fu-
ture. Western North Carolina is a better place
because of her efforts and | will cherish the
memories of serving with Shirley and the team
by my side.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing and thanking Shirley Ford for
her hard work on behalf of all of Western
North Carolina and to wish her continued suc-
cess in her future endeavors.

———

HONORING THE NATIONAL
CHARLESTON DAY ORGANIZA-
TION FOR THEIR SERVICE TO
THE COMMUNITY

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2012

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today in honor of the National
Charleston Day Organization and its commit-
ment towards conveying the belief that we all
have some social and civic responsibility to
our fellow man.

Founded in 1974 by Dr. Ethel Greene and
her husband Mack Greene, the National

Charleston Day Organization (NCDO) is a
nonprofit organization that has provided assist-
ance to communities around the country. Thus
far the organization has ten chapters in the
United States in Atlanta, Georgia; Chicago, llli-
nois; Cincinnati, Ohio; Cleveland, Ohio; De-
troit, Michigan; Indianapolis, Indiana; Mem-
phis, Tennessee; Milwaukee, Wisconsin; St.
Louis, Missouri and Charleston, Mississippi.

The NCDO’s mission is “to contribute to the
education, cultural development, health and
welfare of the citizens of Charleston, Mis-
sissippi and the surrounding area.” Since
1980 the NCDO has annually awarded two
education scholarships to graduates of
Charleston High School. Over seventy thou-
sand dollars has been contributed to students,
sports teams, and civic groups in Tallahatchie
County, through the NCDO.

For the past three years the NCDO has
sponsored an event in Charleston called “Hu-
mility Day,” that gathers all influential seg-
ments of the community in a proactive effort
designed to inspire character in individuals
and overcome the mindsets that leads to vio-
lence and erratic behavior.

During the NCDO'’s thirty-eight year history,
leaders within the organization have worked
hard inspiring people to provide philanthropic
assistance to the residents of the Charleston
area.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing The National Charleston Day
Organization, a social and civic conscious
group of residents who are committed towards
serving their community and the country.

———

STOP TOBACCO SMUGGLING IN
THE TERRITORIES ACT OF 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 14, 2012

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H.R. 5934, the Stop To-
bacco Smuggling in the Territories Act. This
important bill would prohibit the trafficking of
contraband cigarettes and smokeless tobacco
in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, the Virgin Islands, Guam, and Amer-
ican Samoa.

This important and commonsense legislation
was introduced by my great friend and col-
league, Congressman ENI FALEOMAVAEGA.
Currently, the federal criminal code prohibits
the smuggling of tobacco in the states; how-
ever, tobacco products continue to be traf-
ficked through the territories by individuals
looking to avoid paying taxes. This practice
does not only warp market prices and rob the
government of thousands of dollars each year
in tax revenue. It also contributes to the public
health problems associated with smoking.

| am proud to represent the 37th Congres-
sional District of California, which is home to
the largest American Samoan population out-

side American Samoa. The issue of tobacco
smuggling matters to the loved ones and fam-
ily members of my constituents, and it has be-
come a priority of mine, as well. | am proud
to stand with Congressman FALEOMAVAEGA,
and | thank him for his outstanding leadership.

Mr. Speaker, the passage of the Stop To-
bacco Smuggling in the Territories Act will be
an important step towards curbing this practice
and restoring lost revenue back to local gov-
ernments. | strongly support H.R. 5934, and |
urge my colleagues to join me in strength-
ening the capacity of Samoan tobacco en-
forcement.

HONORING WORK OF DISTRICT V
SUPERVISOR, JIM ALLEN

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2012

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the dedicated work of District V Super-
visor, Jim Allen. Jim began his long and dedi-
cated career in law enforcement with the
Mariposa County Sheriff's Department in May
of 1976 as a Reserve Deputy Sheriff. He be-
came a fulltime employee as a Jail Officer/Dis-
patcher in July 1977; and in December 1979,
Jim became a Deputy Sheriff/Coroner. In May
of 2003, he was appointed Sheriff/Coroner by
the Board of Supervisors. Finally, in June
2006, he was elected as Sheriff/Coroner/Pub-
lic Administrator, where he retired in 2007.

After Jim’s successful career with Mariposa
County law enforcement, he was elected as
District V Supervisor from 2009-2012. In
2011, he also served as Chair of the Mariposa
County Board of Supervisors. Beyond Jim’s
work as Supervisor, he served as a member
of the Local Agency Formation Commission
(LAFCo).

Jim’s sense of community service and hard
work ethic is evident through his work with
many county committees including: Fish Camp
Community  Planning  Advisory  Council,
Wawona Appeals Board, Wawona Town Plan-
ning Advisory Committee, Juvenile Justice Co-
ordinating Council, and Law Library Trustees,
and the In Home Supportive Services (IHSS).
He served the county on the following agen-
cies and Board of Directors: Area 12 Agency
on Aging Joint Powers Authority Governing
Board, California State Association of Coun-
ties, County Medical Services Program Gov-
erning Board, Mountain Valley Emergency
Medical Services Agency as Chair, Regional
Advisory Board, and the San Joaquin Valley
Regional Association of California Counties. In
addition, Mr. Allen has also served on the
Mariposa County High School Student Loan
Association and oversaw the establishment of
a separate Human Resources/Risk Manage-
ment department. Additionally, he helped im-
plement the paperless agenda management
system.

Mr. Allen played an integral and significant
role on the following county projects: Yosemite
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West Community Plan, Wawona Specific Plan,
Catheys Valley Community Plan, SilverTip Re-
sort project amended site plan application,
construction of the new Human Services facil-
ity, acquisition of new fire engines and water
tenders, funding and construction of three new
fire stations, obtaining a Fixed Base Operator
to oversee the Mariposa/Yosemite Airport, Air-
port improvement projects, fuel load reduction
projects, road maintenance projects, Agri-na-
ture and Agri-tourism policy, Williamson Act/
historical parcels, Tenaya Lodge wastewater
treatment facility approval, and the Mariposa
Creek Parkway project.

In 2010 and 2011, Jim helped his commu-
nity rebuild after heavy winter rains and a
motor fire in El Portal.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
District V Supervisor Jim Allen for his out-
standing commitment to serve the community.
Mr. Allen is a true public servant, and | wish
him continued success in his future endeav-
ors.

HONORING CHARLIE DAVIS

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2012

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in gratitude to honor the career of a man who
has given his whole professional life to serving
the people of the United States.

Charlie D. Davis, a Shreveport, Louisiana,
native was so bright he graduated from high
school at the young age of 16. In 1974, he
made the decision to join the U.S. Army that
would shape the rest of his career. Davis was
in the Army until 1977, and he then enlisted in
the Navy from 1982 to 1985. He spent the
next 11 years with the Department of Defense
in New Orleans, and then transferred to the
Department of Transportation, Federal Avia-
tion Administration in Monroe, La. in 1996. He
has been serving in this capacity ever since.

Charlie D. Davis is an exemplary public
servant, and on the occasion of his retirement,
| ask my colleagues to join me and the people
of Louisiana in extending our thanks and rec-
ognition for the many years of hard work he
gave to keep our State and Nation strong and
secure.

TRIBUTE TO SUSANNA EUSTON

HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2012

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the members of my Congressional Staff
who have served with me over the past six
years while | have been in office. A Member
of Congress’ most important responsibility is to
provide exceptional constituent services and
my Staff is second to none in providing the
best assistance to everyone in our District. |
take great pride in the work that each one has
done on my behalf and on behalf of everyone
in the 11th Congressional District of North
Carolina.

Each District Staff member has shown a
strong sense of dedication in meeting the
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needs of each and every one of our constitu-
ents. They often go well beyond the call to
make sure each constituent is treated fairly
and respectfully by our government agencies
and that they receive appropriate resolution. |
owe a debt of gratitude to each one of them
for the support and friendship which they have
shown me while | have served in Congress.

Susanna Euston was an original member of
my District staff and worked tirelessly to serve
the veteran community. Susanna developed
immediate relationships with individual vet-
erans and leaders of veteran organizations
and quickly became the go-to person in West-
ern North Carolina when any of our veterans
needed assistance. | could always count on
Susanna to make sure each one of our vet-
eran constituents was treated fairly and with
the utmost respect. Susanna was a devoted
member of the team, often arriving first in the
morning and staying as one of the last ones
out the door at the end of the day.

Susanna should be proud of the service she
provided to our District and country. It has
been an honor to serve with her and as | retire
from office | wish her the very best in the fu-
ture. Western North Carolina is a better place
because of her efforts and | will cherish the
memories of serving with Susanna and the
team by my side.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing and thanking Susanna Euston
for her hard work on behalf of all of Western
North Carolina and to wish her continued suc-
cess in her future endeavors.

——————

TRIBUTE TO WILL ALLEN AND
GROWING POWER

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2012

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a mentor, former professional bas-
ketball player, community leader, educator,
author, and one of the most influential leaders
in the food security and urban farming move-
ment nationally and internationally. On No-
vember 17, 2012, Will Allen will be honored
for his many years of service and contributions
to the Greater Milwaukee Community by the
Community Brainstorming Conference.

Mr. Allen was born in South Carolina to
sharecropper parents. He grew up in Rock-
ville, Maryland where his parents relocated
and owned and operated a vegetable farm. He
relocated to Milwaukee, his wife’s hometown,
after completing both a professional basketball
and business career. In 1993, he began Grow-
ing Power, a national nonprofit organization
and land trust. Growing Power is the last
working farm inside the Milwaukee city limits,
with six historic greenhouses, year-round
hoop-houses and farm animal pens, all orga-
nized within three acres.

The recipient of numerous awards and hon-
ors including: the MacArthur Foundation “Ge-
nius Grant” in 2008 for his work on urban
farming and sustainable food production; in
2010, Allen was named one of Time maga-
zine’s 100 Most Influential People and worked
with Michelle Obama to launch, “Let's Move!”
a program to fight childhood obesity. In 2012,
Allen was presented the Security Benefits Cor-
poration Award for Outstanding Service to
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Public Education by the National Education
Association Foundation; an honorary Doctor of
Agriculture degree from the University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee; and also opened Growing
Power’s Deli and Food Market in Milwaukee’s
inner city. Will Allen is co-author of the book
The Good Food Revolution: Growing Healthy
Food, People and Communities.

Will Allen teaches inner-city youth the entire
farming process from planting seeds to selling
produce at farmers’ markets. Partnerships with
Milwaukee Public School (MPS) and Growing
Power have supplied 40,000 MPS school chil-
dren in 75 elementary schools with the food it
grows. Over the past 20 years, Allen and his
team have been traveling the globe setting up
“hoop houses” that produce nutritious food
and create inner city jobs. The hoop houses
are home to peppers, cabbage, mushrooms
and sprouts as well as Tilapia, Yellow Perch,
Lake Perch and Coy. The headquarters and
main hoop house in Milwaukee feeds 10,000
people and uses renewable energy. Every
January through June, people from all around
the world attend informational and hands-on
training sessions to learn the techniques and
skills involved with creating and maintaining a
green house. Growing Power currently has
growing operations all across the United
States and has made its presence felt outside
the states as well, establishing farms in
Kenya, Ukraine, central London and the Neth-
erlands.

Mr. Speaker, for these reasons, | am hon-
ored to pay tribute to Will Allen and Growing
Power, whose contributions have greatly ben-
efitted the citizens of the Fourth Congressional
District and the world.

——————

HONORING ALPHA DELTA ZETA OF
ZETA PHI BETA SORORITY, IN-
CORPORATED FOR THEIR CON-
TINUED DEDICATION TOWARDS
SERVING IN THE COMMUNITY

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 15, 2012

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the Alpha Delta Zeta
Chapter of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incor-
porated. Organized and chartered on October
14, 1938, it remains the oldest chapter of Zeta
Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. in the State of Mis-
sissippi.

The Alpha Delta Zeta chapter, working in
conjunction with the sorority’s national pro-
grams, has contributed much of the cultural,
educational, religious, civic and social devel-
opment of the State of Mississippi through var-
ious activities in the Greater Jackson Metro-
politan Area. Since its inception in 1938, the
Alpha Delta Zeta chapter has chartered seven
graduate chapters: Beta Xi Zeta-Biloxi, Mis-
sissippi; Nu Zeta-Meridian, Mississippi; Delta
Chi  Zeta-Lorman, Mississippi; Gamma
Gamma Zeta-Columbus, Mississippi; Zeta Up-
silon Zeta-Holly Springs, Mississippi; Zeta Psi
Zeta-Clarksdale, Mississippi and (7) Gamma
Beta Zeta-Brookhaven, Mississippi.

The Alpha Delta Zeta chapter also sponsors
two undergraduate chapters: Lambda Beta
Chapter on the campus of Jackson State Uni-
versity (1948) and Nu Beta Chapter (1950) on
the campus of Tougaloo College. In addition
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