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Middle East. They make sure that nothing 
happens to us so that we can continue living 
the way we do. 

However, as mentioned before, such a lux-
ury comes with a price. Some members of 
our active military are lucky enough to re-
turn home with their lives, but some aren’t. 
Yet this has not stopped people from joining 
the military in the past before. In World War 
II, when the world was threatened by one of 
the most infamous leaders in history, did we 
surrender? We did not, and hundreds of thou-
sands of people were ready to defend our 
country and what we believed in, even if it 
meant traveling overseas, or being haunted 
by the gruesome memories of war for the 
rest of their lives, or to die trying. Our vet-
erans faced these same consequences and 
have to hurdle over the same obstacles, and 
that didn’t stop them from doing their duty. 
They protected us to make sure that we 
could forever keep our freedom and our 
rights from the hands of our enemies. 

We have much to thank of our veterans 
and of our active military for their services 
to this country and for their services to us. 
Without them, we would not have the same 
freedoms as we do now. Our world would be 
completely different without them. But 
thankfully they are here to save us when we 
need them most. Thankfully, with these men 
and women as our guardians, we can con-
tinue to live life normally and enjoy it with-
out the fear of oppression or harm. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE REOPEN-
ING OF ST. JAMES CHURCH 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of St. James’ Church, one of the 11 
Cleveland Catholic Diocese parishes that will 
be reopening this year. 

In 2009 it was announced that several of 
the Cleveland Catholic Diocese’s area church-
es, including St. Barbara’s, were to close. 
However, just months ago, the Vatican over-
ruled this decision and St. James’ will be re-
opening its doors on Wednesday, July 25, 
2012. 

St. James Church was founded in 1908 as 
the founding parish for the cities of Lakewood 
and Rocky River. For more than a century, St. 
James has been a house of worship and gath-
ering for the Catholic residents of Lakewood, 
Ohio. 

After Bishop Lennon’s 2009 announcement 
parishioners gathered together and formed 
Friends of Saint James/Save Saint James in 
an effort to stop the closing of their church. 
The members of Friends of Saint James/Save 
Saint James are committed to the preservation 
of Saint James as a parish and an 
architecturally significant structure in the City 
of Lakewood. They have dedicated them-
selves to the development of a long range fi-
nancial plan for capital improvements and 
maintenance of the church and its programs. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in recognizing the reopening of St. James’ 
Church, a beloved parish that has returned to 
the City of Lakewood. 

TRIBUTE TO ROSEMARY BOURNS 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2012 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to Rosemary Bourns, 
who passed away on Wednesday, September 
26, 2012. Rosemary was a pillar of the com-
munity in Riverside, California and she will be 
deeply missed. 

In 1947, Rosemary and her newlywed hus-
band Marlan moved to California from Michi-
gan, and they began their electronics compo-
nents manufacturing company in humble set-
tings—the garage of their new home in Pasa-
dena. While Marlan took care of the engineer-
ing side of the business, Rosemary oversaw 
the books and made sure that their house 
could accommodate the seven engineers 
working with her husband. The couple eventu-
ally moved the company, now renamed 
Bourns, Inc., to Riverside in 1950 to boost 
manufacturing operations in order to keep up 
with rising demand. 

In her free time, Rosemary loved telling sto-
ries and arranging flowers. She and her hus-
band always accomplished things as a team, 
from starting their business to moving it to Riv-
erside. They also selflessly gave back to their 
community. In 1992, the Bourns family gave 
the University of California, Riverside (UCR) 
the single-largest donation it had received to 
that date, a $6 million gift for its new College 
of Engineering, eventually named Bourns Col-
lege in the family’s honor. In the years that fol-
lowed, they continued to support the College, 
and the west engineering building was named 
Bourns Hall. 

The way in which Rosemary lived her life 
should serve as reminder to others that an in-
dividual with drive, perseverance and a stellar 
work ethic can do great things. In 2000, Rose-
mary and her husband were recognized as 
UCR Laureates, and in 2010 the family was 
honored by the Inland Empire Center for En-
trepreneurship with its Lifetime Award. Univer-
sity of California, Riverside Chancellor Timothy 
P. White said of Rosemary, ‘‘On the UCR 
campus, Rosemary Bourns’ name has been 
synonymous with the accomplishments of 
strong, hardworking women . . . She will al-
ways be honored through the accomplish-
ments of the faculty and students in the 
Bourns College of Engineering.’’ 

In addition to her husband, Rosemary is 
survived by her son Gordon; daughters Linda 
Hill, Anita Macbeth and Denise Moyles; 14 
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 

Rosemary will always be remembered for 
her incredible contributions to business, her 
work ethic, generosity, and love of family. Her 
dedication to her work, family and community 
is a testament to a life lived well and a legacy 
that will continue. I extend my condolences to 
Rosemary’s family and friends; although Rose-
mary may be gone, the light and goodness 
she brought to the world remain and will never 
be forgotten. 

IN HONOR OF CZECHOSLOVAK 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Czechoslovak Independence 
Day, which is being celebrated at Cleveland’s 
National Bohemian Hall on October 26 
through 28, 2012. 

Czechoslovak independence was declared 
on Wenceslas Square on October 28, 1918 
and the Czechoslovak Republic was estab-
lished. Thomas Masaryk was both the founder 
and the first president of the Czechoslovak 
Republic, often referred to as the ‘‘First Re-
public.’’ Although Czechoslovakia only lasted 
two decades because of Nazi Germany’s oc-
cupation of the Czech Lands in 1938, Czechs 
continue to view October 28 as the day of 
their national founding. 

Bohemian National Hall was built in Cleve-
land, Ohio, in 1897 to cultivate friendships, 
charity and benevolence among the Bohemian 
nationalities. Included in their priorities were 
gymnastics, education and the advancement 
of their culture. Thomas Masaryk made two 
visits to Cleveland in his lifetime, one in 1902 
and another in 1918 where he spoke at the 
National Bohemian Hall. Located in Cleve-
land’s Slavic Village neighbor, today Bohe-
mian National Hall serves as the home to the 
Czech Cultural Center. 

This year’s celebration of Czechoslovak 
Independence Day will be celebrated by 
Cleveland’s Czech community and Sokol 
Greater Cleveland at Bohemian National Hall 
between October 26 and 28. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the anniversary of Czechoslovak 
Independence Day, October 28, 2012. 

f 

LEXINGTON COUNTY IS FIRST 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2012 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, the following article was published recog-
nizing the leadership of Lexington County, 
South Carolina, as a Purple Heart County in 
the Lexington County Chronicle on September 
20, 2012: 

LEXINGTON IS THE FIRST PURPLE HEART 
COUNTY 

Lexington County became the first in the 
state to be designated as a Purple Heart 
County. 

A resolution was read before Lexington 
County Council, Sept. 11, that named Lex-
ington a Purple Heart County. 

‘‘It’s a recognition and a show of support 
for not only Purple Heart recipients, but for 
veterans and all of those who served,’’ said 
Stan Thornburgh. 

Thornburgh, of Lexington, is a past com-
mander of the Col. Charles Murray Memorial 
Chapter of the Military Order of the Purple 
Heart. The chapter is based in Columbia, but 
many of its members live in Lexington Coun-
ty. 

Thornburgh received the Purple Heart 
after being wounded in Vietnam in 1969. 
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Purple Heart recipients are military per-

sonnel wounded as a direct result of enemy 
action. 

Councilman Bobby ‘‘Gravedigger’’ Keisler 
sponsored the resolution to designate Lex-
ington County as a Purple Heart county. 

‘‘It is important to support veterans and 
the people who served our country,’’ Keisler 
said. He said James Miller asked him to 
sponsor the Purple Heart designation. Miller, 
of South Congaree, is the state commander 
of the Military Order of the Purple Heart. 
Miller lives in Keisler’s district. 

‘‘It’s an honor to do it,’’ said Keisler, who 
served a six-year stint in the U.S. Army dur-
ing the Vietnam era. 

John B. Testruth is the Adjutant of Chap-
ter 402. The chapter is the largest of the 13 in 
South Carolina. It has 298 members. 
Testruth said the Purple Heart Chapter also 
raises funds to donate to causes for veterans. 
He also said the county is supportive of vet-
erans in general. 

‘‘Lexington is a very patriotic county,’’ 
Thornburgh said. ‘‘People are supportive and 
appreciate those who served.’’ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PULASKI DAY 
2012 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the Polonia Foundation of Ohio 
as they unite the Polish community in remem-
brance and celebration of General Casimir Pu-
laski, for his legacy and dedication to the peo-
ple of Poland and United States of America. 

Born on March 4, 1747 in Warzka, Poland, 
General Pulaski achieved great military suc-
cess in Poland with his focused leadership 
and strategies in fighting the Russian forces in 
Poland. By 1777, General Pulaski had be-
come one of the most renowned cavalrymen 
in Europe and was actively recruited by Ben-
jamin Franklin to assist in the American quest 
for liberation. 

Sympathetic to the American cause, Gen-
eral Pulaski sailed to America and was made 
head of the newly formed American cavalry 
during the Revolutionary War. General Pulaski 
had a deep level of commitment to the Amer-
ican cause, spending his own money to feed 
and equip his troops. General Pulaski was in-
volved in many significant battles during the 
Revolution. His ultimate stand took place in 
Savannah, Georgia on October 1779, where 
he led a valiant charge against British artillery. 
General Pulaski was shot and died a few days 
later. 

This year’s celebration will be held on Octo-
ber 20 at Cleveland’s City Hall Rotunda and 
will feature Dr. Marek Dollar, Ohio’s Honorary 
Consul of the Republic of Poland. Dr. Dollar is 
also the Dean of the Engineering College at 
Miami University. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor and remembrance of General Casimir 
Pulaski, who made the ultimate sacrifice in his 
fight to secure the ideals of the American Rev-
olution. An American hero, General Pulaski’s 
life and legacy serves as a reminder of the 
vital contributions and great achievements by 
Polish immigrants within our Cleveland com-
munity, and throughout America. 

IN HONOR OF JUDGE COLLEEN 
TOY WHITE 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2012 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor 
of my good friend Judge Colleen Toy White, 
who was recently honored by the Gold Coast 
Veterans Foundation with its General Roger L. 
Brautigan Excellence in Leadership Award. 

I have known Judge White since she served 
as Chief Deputy in the Ventura County District 
Attorney’s Office. We both trace our roots to 
Oklahoma, and share and respect the values 
of family, and of upholding the Constitution 
and the rule of law. 

Judge White combined those values with 
drive, talent, and intelligence and rose from a 
law clerk in the prosecutor’s office to become 
the chief assistant district attorney, the number 
two position. She also brought those values 
and qualities to the bench when she was ap-
pointed to the Ventura County Superior Court 
by Governor Pete Wilson. 

Mr. Speaker, the General Roger L. 
Brautigan Excellence in Leadership Award is 
presented to an individual who has dem-
onstrated outstanding leadership in the cause 
of veterans. 

Judge White knows of veterans’ needs di-
rectly. Her husband, Art Bliss, is a retired 
naval officer and several of her nephews are 
active military. 

Her knowledge of veterans’ needs led her to 
provide the ground work and to advocate for 
a veterans court. Judge White now presides 
over the veterans court, in addition to pre-
siding over the domestic violence court, elder 
abuse court, and mental health court. 

In addition, Judge White has been instru-
mental in assisting other courts to develop vet-
erans programs. 

Outside of the courtroom, Judge White is 
active in community organizations involving 
our youth and education. She served on the 
Board of Trustees of the Ventura/Santa Bar-
bara College of Law and is a former member 
of the Board of Directors of the Ventura Col-
lege Foundation. She served as president of 
the Board of Directors of Interface Children 
Family Services of Ventura County and was a 
past president and member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Child Abuse and Neglect, an or-
ganization dedicated to the protection of chil-
dren. 

She was appointed Chairperson of Presi-
dent Reagan’s Council on the Peace Corps 
and was appointed to a second term by Presi-
dent George H.W. Bush. 

Not surprisingly, Judge White has won nu-
merous awards for her service to the law and 
her community. 

Mr. Speaker, Judge Colleen Toy White is a 
deserving recipient of the General Roger L. 
Brautigan Excellence in Leadership Award. It 
has been an honor for me to call Toy White 
my personal friend for a long time. She is 
someone for whom I have the highest respect, 
and I know my colleagues join my wife, Jan-
ice, and me in congratulating Toy for this great 
honor. 

IN HONOR OF CHRIS TREPAL 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Chris Trepal, who is retiring from the Earth 
Day Coalition, one of the major forces in 
Northeast Ohio to promote environmental edu-
cation, protection, and advocacy. 

In the late 1980s, as the nation coalesced 
around how to best acknowledge the 20th an-
niversary of the first Earth Day of 1970, Chris 
was a parent, educator, and volunteer for the 
Sierra Club. Called by Governor Richard Ce-
leste, Chris attended an organizing meeting at 
Cleveland State University and was moved to 
action to fight for the environment. Along with 
Scott Sanders, Chris co-founded the Earth 
Day Coalition in 1990 and until her retirement 
was co-director with Sanders. 

In the last 23 years, Chris has been a vi-
sionary who organized the ‘‘Annual EarthFest’’ 
and ‘‘Walk or Bike for the Earth.’’ Every spring 
at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, the 
EarthFest has been the largest and longest- 
running environmental education event in the 
State of Ohio. It is widely attended and is the 
place-to-be for non-profits and leaders who 
want to promote their causes. 

For more than 10 years, Chris worked with 
the region’s best environmental education ex-
perts, naturalists, and interpreters to establish 
the Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve, for-
merly Dike 14. Officially opened in February 
2012, the Preserve is 88 acres of wild lands 
along Lake Erie in the heart of Cleveland with 
almost 300 species of birds who live and mi-
grate on the site along with butterflies and 
mammals such as the red fox, mink, coyote, 
deer and others. Chris led the Earth Day Coa-
lition’s efforts to convene and be the fiscal 
agent for the collaborative effort to establish 
the Preserve. 

Chris is a founding member of the City of 
Cleveland’s Air Pollution Advisory Committee, 
created by city ordinance. She has worked on 
clean air issues such as Diesel Hot Spots, idle 
reduction, and reining in mercury emissions 
from coal-fired power plants and the proposed 
City of Cleveland waste incinerator (which was 
stopped, based in part on the Earth Day Coali-
tion’s advocacy). 

Chris Trepal is the recipient of numerous 
awards for the work she has done over the 
years, including: Conservationist of the Year 
by the Cuyahoga Soil and Water Conservation 
District; Outstanding Conservationist Award by 
the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo; Award for Out-
standing Service by the Lee-Seville-Miles Citi-
zens; Greater Cleveland Woman of Achieve-
ment Award from the YWCA of Cleveland; 
Certificate of Environmental Achievement from 
the National Awards Council for Environmental 
Sustainability; Golden Spruce Award from the 
Cuyahoga County Planning Commission; and 
the Excellence in Education Award from the 
Better Business Bureau. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in celebrating the many achievements of Chris 
Trepal as she makes the transition from her 
successful career as co-director of the Earth 
Day Coalition to the next phases of her life in 
retirement and wishing her much success in 
her next endeavors. 
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