E1704

RECOGNIZING MRS. DORIS STEEN
IVY FOR HER COMMITMENT TO
EDUCATION

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 16, 2012

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today Mrs. Doris Steen Ivy. Mrs. lvy
has proven to be a woman of tenacity, dedica-
tion, and compassion.

She is a resident of Rolling Fork, Mis-
sissippi, but was raised in the town of An-
guilla. In 1972, Mrs. lvy obtained her Bach-
elors of English degree from Mississippi Valley
State University and later received her Mas-
ter's of Science from Jackson State University
in 1979.

After graduating from Jackson State Univer-
sity, Doris began teaching English for the
South Delta School District in Rolling Fork,
Mississippi, where she served as a Depart-
ment Chair.

From 1992-1993, Mrs. lvy taught English
Composition | and Il as an adjunct professor
at Mary Holmes Junior College in West Point,
Mississippi, and served as a Mississippi
Teacher’s Accountability Instrument Evaluator.
Doris served as an ACT protector for twenty-
two years and Drug-Free and Safety facilitator
for South Delta High School for fourteen years
as well as advisor for the South Delta High
School peer counseling program. This pro-
gram was able to provide food and inspira-
tional services to members of the elderly com-
munity in Rolling Fork. In 2011, Mrs. vy
furthered her commitment to literacy by be-
coming certified as a Library Media Specialist.

She is the wife of Mr. Sammie Ivy; to their
union they have two children, Stephanie and
Steven. Mrs. lvy is a faithful member of Chap-
el of the Cross Church, where she has served
as secretary for over thirty years.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join us
in recognizing Mrs. Doris Steen lvy for her un-
wavering commitment to serving as a role
model and educator for the children of the
South Delta School District.

———————

HONORING ELIZABETH “BETH”
BARNES

HON. JEFF DENHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 16, 2012

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge and honor Elizabeth “Beth”
Barnes, Tuolumne County Senior Veterans
Services Representative, who will retire in De-
cember 2012, after 35 years of outstanding
service to our veterans.

Elizabeth “Beth” Barnes was born October
2, 1945, in San Andreas, California. Beth
moved to Tuolumne County in 1967 and went
to work at Brown’s Drive Inn in 1972. On June
1, 1977, she was hired on as a Housekeeper
at Tuolumne General Hospital. On June 5,
1982, she was promoted to a clerk typist in
the Veterans Office. Beth was then promoted
to Senior Veterans Services Representative
on November 5, 2000.

Beth married Harold “Barney” Barnes on
March 26, 1965. Barney went to work for Ras-
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mussen Lumber Company, now known as the
Sierra Pacific Industries, in Chinese Camp on
September 12, 1965, and retired on June 28,
2012. Beth and Barney have three sons: Ste-
phen, Harold Jr. (Chip) and wife Debbie, and
Rick and wife Sheila. Stephen and Rick both
enlisted in the Marines and each served eight
years.

Beth'’s first passion is her family and home,
then her family of veterans. She served as the
Secretary of the California Association of
County Veterans Service Officers from 1992
until 2012. She also served as the Secretary
of the National Association of County Veterans
Service Officers from 2006 to 2012.

Over the years, Beth’'s name has become
synonymous with Veterans Services. Before
most of us had even entered public service,
Beth had gained a reputation for her vast ex-
perience helping veterans and their families
apply for and obtain their benefits. Her devo-
tion to veterans is not only professional, but
personal. Many of her family members have
served in the military, so it is not surprising
that working with veterans has become her
life’s work.

The work that Beth has chosen to do makes
significant differences for our veterans—from
applying for financial compensation, to ensur-
ing veterans receive appropriate medical care,
to helping their dependents with health insur-
ance and college tuition. She has filed claims
and advised veterans from the Spanish-Amer-
ican War, WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Desert
Storm, Beirut, Grenada, Panama, Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. These benefits also help our com-
munity. Between 2009 and 2010, over one
million dollars in new one-time benefits were
obtained.

Beth has numerous accreditations and affili-
ations with the following agencies: Accredita-
tions with American Legion; California Depart-
ment of Veteran Affairs; Disabled American
Veterans; National Association of County Vet-
eran Service Officers; California Association of
County Veteran Service Officers; Veterans of
Foreign Wars; American Veterans; Military
Order of the Purple Heart; Retired Enlisted As-
sociation; World War | of USA; Vietnam Vet-
erans of America; Jewish War Veterans; and
Catholic War Veterans.

To quote Beth: “This is more than a job; it's
a life.”

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and
commending Beth Barnes, Tuolumne County
Senior Veterans Representative, for her many
years of selfless service to our veterans and
the betterment of our community.

———

IN MEMORY OF UNITED STATES
AMBASSADOR TO LIBYA JOHN
CHRISTOPHER STEVENS

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 16, 2012

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today with my Northern California colleagues
GEORGE MILLER, JACKIE SPEIER, ZOE LOFGREN,
MIKE THOMPSON, LYNN WOOLSEY, ANNA
ESHOO, DORIS MATSUI, PETE STARK, JOHN
GARAMENDI, JERRY MCNERNEY, MIKE HONDA,
and SAM FARR of California, to honor, cele-
brate, and remember Ambassador John Chris-
topher “Chris” Stevens. A son of Northern
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California and the Bay Area, Ambassador Ste-
vens tragically lost his life in the greatest serv-
ice to this country—selflessly and coura-
geously representing American values in a for-
eign nation he knew intimately and cared for
deeply.

Born in 1960 in Grass Valley, California,
Ambassador Stevens made a mark early in
life as a student at Piedmont High School,
where he participated with enthusiasm in aca-
demics, the performing arts, and tennis. His
education in the 9th Congressional District
continued upon his admission to the University
of California, Berkeley. As a History major, he
delved into studies of the Near East and be-
came a member of the Alpha Tau Omega Fra-
ternity. Later, he earned a law degree from
another Bay Area institution, UC Hastings Col-
lege of the Law in San Francisco. His subse-
quent work in international trade law preceded
the takeoff of his diplomatic career in 1991.

Ambassador Stevens’ passion for foreign
service began early, starting with his high
school participation in an AFS Intercultural
Program in Spain and blossoming during his
years as a Peace Corps volunteer in Morocco.
The diverse and instrumental positions he held
as a member of the U.S. Foreign Service in
Israel, Syria, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Libya and
Washington, D.C., among others, helped to
build his deep and personal understanding of
the Middle and Near East.

A fluent Arabic speaker, Stevens was se-
lected by President Obama to be the U.S.
Special Representative to the National Transi-
tional Council in Libya, undertaking the com-
plicated task of creating connections with in-
surgents and tribal groups on behalf of the
United States. As the Qaddafi regime crum-
bled, Ambassador Stevens worked passion-
ately towards establishing a nascent Libyan
democracy. In the process, he created innu-
merable personal friendships and professional
relationships with Libyans—not only with offi-
cials and diplomats, but with everyday people.

In his diplomatic capacity, Ambassador Ste-
vens brought a profound and prolific knowl-
edge of the Arab world to his assignment. His
exemplary gift for making personal connec-
tions was invaluable in his role as Special
Representative and, later, Ambassador, to one
of the most complex and challenging regions
of the world. Therefore, as we join in recog-
nizing Ambassador Stevens amidst a sober
outpouring of praise from his family, col-
leagues, fellow Americans, and the leaders of
this nation, we remember that Chris Stevens
was beloved by many Libyans, as well.

In remembering Ambassador Stevens, we
also honor the three other Americans who
bravely sacrificed their lives alongside him:
Sean Smith, Tyrone Woods, and Glen
Doherty. The mournful loss of these members
of the Foreign Service will not be forgotten.
We pay tribute to all of them today and keep
their families in our thoughts. We also express
our deepest sympathy and condolences to
Ambassador Stevens’ family, to whom he was
a devoted son, brother and stepson who al-
ways made time for visits home despite the in-
credible demands of his diplomatic missions.

Therefore, on behalf of the residents of Cali-
fornia’s 1st, 5th, 6th, 7th, 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th,
13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th Congressional
Districts, we join President Barack Obama,
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton,
Democratic Leader NANCY PELOSI and an ex-
pansive global network of supporters in salut-
ing Ambassador John Christopher Stevens.
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Ambassador Chris Stevens will be remem-
bered for his strong sense of dignity, his hu-
mility, and his generous service to others. He
will be truly missed by all who loved him and
by all he served through the magnitude of his
life’s work.

———

HONORING MR. JOE WILLIE
“PINETOP” PERKINS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 16, 2012

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor one of the best blues
pianists known, Mr. Joe Willie “Pinetop” Per-
kins.

Pinetop was born Joe Willie Perkins in
Belzoni, Mississippi, on July 7, 1913. Pinetop
dropped out of school after the third grade. He
taught himself the rudiments of blues guitar on
a homemade instrument called a diddley bow:
a length of wire stretched between nails driven
into a wall. He began entertaining at dances
and house parties at age 10 and soon learned
to play the piano as well. While still in his
teens he left Mississippi and traveled to Chi-
cago. But he came back to Mississippi and
didn’t decide to make Chicago his home until
the 1950s.

He worked primarily in the Mississippi Delta
throughout the 1930s and ’40s, spending three
years with Sonny Boy Williamson on the King
Biscuit Time radio show on KFFA in Helena,
Arkansas. Pinetop also toured extensively with
slide guitar player Robert Nighthawk. After
briefly working with B.B. King in Memphis,
Pinetop “barnstormed” the South with Earl
Hooker during the early ’50s. The pair com-
pleted a session for Sam Phillips’ famous Sun
Records in 1953. It was at this session that he
recorded his version of “Pinetop’s Boogie
Woogie,” a song originally written and re-
corded by pianist Clarence “Pinetop” Smith—
the influential blues pianist who died from a
gunshot wound at age 24 in 1929. Willie Per-
kins was already being referred to as “Pine-
top” when he played on King Biscuit in the
’40s, but it was his sensational version of this
song that secured him the lifelong nickname of
“Pinetop.”

Pinetop Perkins started out playing guitar
and piano at house parties and honky-tonks.
In the 1940s, he had to drop the guitar due to
an encounter with an outraged chorus girl in a
Helena, Arkansas, nightspot when she knifed
him, leaving him with severed tendons in his
left arm. That dashed his guitar aspirations,
but Pinetop came back strong from the injury,
concentrating solely on piano from that point
on.

Pinetop is known for holding down the piano
chair in the great Muddy Waters Band for
twelve years during the pinnacle of Muddy’s
career. Replacing Otis Spann in 1969, Pinetop
helped shape the Waters sound and anchored
Muddy’s memorable combo throughout the
'70s with his brilliant piano solos. In 1980,
Pinetop and other members of Muddy’s crew
struck out on their own and formed the Leg-
endary Blues Band—a group that recorded
two records for Rounder and toured exten-
sively, culling several Grammy nominations.

After being labeled a sideman for most of
his career, Pinetop eventually left the Leg-
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endary Blues Band to concentrate on solo
work. Within two years, he had cut his first do-
mestic record as a frontman and pursued an
ambitious tour schedule. He was featured on
several nationally syndicated news and music
programs, and appeared in numerous movie
productions and TV and radio ads.

The great irony of Pinetop’s career is that
he didn't blossom as a headliner until his
eighth decade on the blues scene—a phe-
nomenon that resulted in the release of 15
solo records in 15 years, beginning in 1992.
On his 1998 release, “Legends,” Pinetop col-
laborated with master blues guitarist Hubert
Sumlin. Together, they blended the traditional
Delta blues sound with modern electric blues
rock, showcasing the spirit and energy of the
music. “Born in the Delta” and “Legends”
were both nominated for Grammy Awards—in
1997 and 2000 respectively. This was followed
by a 2005 Grammy nomination for “Ladies
Man,” released by MC Records. That same
year, he was also presented with a lifetime
achievement award at the Grammys.

Aside from his well-deserved Grammy rec-
ognition, Pinetop also received a National Her-
itage Fellowship in 2000 from the National En-
dowment for the Arts. He has been featured in
the documentary “Piano Blues,” directed by
Clint Eastwood for the Martin Scorsese PBS
series, “The Blues.” In addition, he continued
to win the Blues Music Award for best blues
piano every year until 2003, when he was re-
tired from the running and the award was re-
named the Pinetop Perkins Piano Player of
the Year.

In 2007, he was still on the road at 94 years
old; Pinetop Perkins’ unique life was chron-
icled in Peter Carlson’s biographical documen-
tary DVD, “Born in the Honey,” which includes
a live CD with a rare studio outtake track.

“Pinetop Perkins and Friends” released on
Telarc, an independent classical recording
company that crosses over to include blues
and even jazz music. In that release by Telarc
in the summer of 2008, Pinetop was posi-
tioned in the midst of several high-profile
guests—all of whom have been influenced by
his music in some way or another over the
past several decades. Included on Pinetop’s
list of Friends were such luminaries as Eric
Clapton, B.B. King and Jimmy Vaughan.

His latest recording is “Joined at the Hip,”
a collaborative project with Willie “Big Eyes”
Smith, released in June 2010. Pinetop also re-
ceived a Grammy in 2010 for this collaborative
project with Willie “Big Eyes” Smith for Best
Traditional Blues CD.

Pinetop passed away on March 21, 2011, at
the age of 97. When he passed away, he still
had performances lined up for the year.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Mr. Joseph Willie “Pinetop”
Perkins, a great blues legend from Mis-
sissippi’s Second Congressional District.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF ANGEL
GOMEZ

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, October 16, 2012

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Angel Gomez for selfless service to
our community. He has helped thousands of
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people through his non-profit, Operation
HOPE Helping Other People Endure.

Selfless doesn’t even begin to describe
Angel Gomez.

Many lives have been touched by Angel, an
appropriate name for a man with a heart the
size of Texas.

A native of El Paso, Texas, he attended
Bowie High School and later joined the United
States Navy. He is a proud Bowie Bear Alum-
ni and Veteran.

His real passion, other than serving his
county in uniform, has always been helping
others in need.

In 1995 he began volunteering his time to
the community, with the support of his wife
Patricia, daughter Rubi and other family mem-
bers.

Seeing the growing need around him he co-
founded Operation HOPE in 2009, and he has
invested even more time and resources to
help the ElI Paso Community he loves so
much.

Operation HOPE has allowed Angel to
share his vision of community outreach with
thousands of people in need. He works with
community partners and volunteers who share
the same values and passion for giving, and
these relationships have made it possible to
multiply his efforts to improve our community.

Over the past seventeen years, El Paso
residents have received food baskets during
the holidays, along with blankets, clothing, and
medical supplies. Hospitalized children that
were hospitalized have received toys and gift
baskets to lift their spirits. Hundreds of per-
sons with disabilities have received assistance
with medical supplies, medications, durable
medical equipment, and accessible ramps.
And families have received assistance with fu-
neral expenses and spiritual support during
their time of need.

To others, the donated items and arrange-
ments made may not seem like much, but be-
hind each action is something intangible,
something money can’t buy: hope.

On behalf of the EI Paso community, |
would like to thank Angel Gomez for all he
has done for those in need and for the posi-
tive impact he continues to have in our com-
munity.

———

A TRIBUTE TO MR. AND MRS.
TONY AND MARY CARDOSO

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 16, 2012

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 90th birthdays and 60th wedding
anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. Tony and Mary
Cardoso. The life that Tony and Mary have
built together over the past sixty years is an
inspiration to all of us. Their story is reflective
of the American Dream, working hard to cre-
ate better lives for themselves and their chil-
dren.

Anthony Bernard Cardoso was born in
Lemoore, California, on October 16, 1922.
When Tony was 20 years old, he enlisted in
the United States Marine Corps during the
height of World War Il. He proudly served our
country for six years, spending time overseas
on the Marshall Islands and Hawaiian Islands
as an aviation mechanic. Tony was honorably
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