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Mr. Speaker, as members and supporters of
Friends of Light Rail and Transit gather to cel-
ebrate this milestone, and their many achieve-
ments over the last 25 years, | ask my col-
leagues to join me in saluting these fine indi-
viduals for their excellent work and commit-
ment to our community.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO HONOR THE LIFE
OF ROBERT “BAT” BATINOVICH

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 28, 2012

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Robert “Bat” Batinovich, a special friend
and extraordinary citizen who passed on Sep-
tember 11, 2012, on the Big Island of Hawaii
surrounded by his loved ones. He is survived
by his wife Garnet, son Andy (Debbie), daugh-
ter Angela, and grandchildren Kyle and Kelly
Cotchett, Alexa Batinovich and Avery Bysouth,
brother Ken (Annette), many wonderful cous-
ins and scores of friends.

Robert Batinovich was born July 13, 1936,
in Long Beach, California, to Matthew and
Margaret Batinovich. He attended St. Antho-
ny’s High School and worked as a tuna fisher-
man in South America.

A resident of Hillsborough and a highly
trusted and respected businessman, “Bat”
was the founder of Glenborough Corporation
based in San Mateo, California, and Chairman
of the Board of Directors of Glenborough Re-
alty Trust Inc. a Real Estate Investment Trust
through his retirement. He spent seven years
as an executive with Norris Industries, after
which most of his business life was devoted to
entrepreneurial and venture capital activities
primarily through the start-up or acquisition,
operation, and ultimate sale, of a variety of
businesses.

Between 1976-1980, “Bat” served on the
California Public Utilities Commission, and for
the last two years of his service, he was Presi-
dent. He served on the California State Board
of Transportation in 1977, and the Health Fa-
cilities Authority in 1981. He also served on
the Board of Farr Company and the Advisory
Board of Greater Bay Bank Corp., Palo Alto,
California. His love of charities led him to sup-
port Community Gatepath, Georgetown Uni-
versity, The Samaritan House and Catholic
Charities. He loved people and lived a full life,
contributing significantly as a public servant
and a businessman. He always led by exam-
ple and integrity. He was universally respected
for his compassion, his caring, his drive, and
his generosities, and it was a privilege to call
him my friend.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in extending our deepest condolences to
“Bat’'s” beloved wife, Garnet, and their entire
family. “Bat” was a strong leader, business-
man, philanthropist and public servant who
brought much joy to the lives he touched,
strengthened his community and bettered the
Nation he loved so much. His life and his con-
tributions are worthy of this tribute we pay to
him today.
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IN RECOGNITION OF DR. MARC
LEVENSON’S RETIREMENT

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 28, 2012

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, on September
30, 2012 Dr. Marc Levenson will retire from
the VA Medical Center after 24 years of faith-
ful service to our State’s veterans. Dr.
Levenson began his medical career practicing
Internal Medicine at the University of North
Carolina Medical Center in Chapel Hill and
then went on to serve as Vice President and
Senior Physician at Jackson River Internists in
Virginia.

After his time in private practice, he joined
the VA Health Care System in Pennsylvania
before making a permanent place in the New
England VA Health Care System. Dr.
Levenson began his career in Manchester as
the Chief of Staff and after 12 years in this po-
sition was promoted to Director of the Man-
chester VA Medical Center in 2000. Since that
time he has led the VAMC with dedication and
integrity, bringing the best care and services
possible to our State’s veterans.

He has helped to improve and initiate sev-
eral clinics including Ophthalmology, Audi-
ology, Dermatology and Podiatry Care. His ef-
forts also focused on implementing Primary
Care Mental Health Integration and expanding
the Home Based Primary Care Program to the
Community Based Outpatient Clinics through-
out the State. He has also stepped in to help
out at other Medical Centers in White River
Junction, Vermont and Bedford, Massachu-
setts when these facilities were transitioning
between directors.

Dr. Levenson has been a great leader for
our veterans here in New Hampshire and pro-
vided all of our veterans with the services and
care they need when transitioning back from
active duty to civilian life, and into their later
years. His work has been outstanding and is
greatly appreciated. | congratulate Dr.
Levenson on his well earned retirement and
thank him for his outstanding support of our
veterans in New Hampshire and New Eng-
land.

————

RECOGNIZING TAIWAN’S 101ST
NATIONAL DAY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 28, 2012

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to acknowledge Taiwan’s 101st Na-
tional Day on October 10, 2012. This event
marks the anniversary of the 1911 uprising
that led to the establishment of the Republic of
China.

Under President Ma Ying-jeou’s leadership,
Taiwan has made great strides in improving
relations with mainland China, which has con-
tributed to reduced tensions in the region
overall. Furthermore, through the Economic
Cooperation Framework Agreement, millions
of citizens in both nations have benefited.
China and Taiwan are continuing to pursue
productive and peaceful negotiations to ensure
a better future for their citizens, and cross-
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strait relations are better now than they have
ever been.

The United States should support and assist
Taiwan in building on its recent successes and
playing a greater role in international organiza-
tions, such as the World Health Assembly.
Taiwan is also on the road to gaining member-
ship in the International Civil Aviation Organi-
zation. This important progress should be rec-
ognized and encouraged.

Mr, Speaker, Taiwan is an important ally to
the United States, an outpost of democracy
and freedom, and plays a critical economic
role in the region. Millions of Americans buy
Taiwanese products, and Taiwan is an export
destination for a wide range of American prod-
ucts, from agriculture to raw materials to tech-
nology. The Taiwanese people are committed
to hard work and democratic values, as well
as productive and peaceful international rela-
tions. | offer my sincere congratulations on
their 101st National Day, and look forward to
celebrating Taiwan’s future successes.

——————

HONORING TEAM ACADEMY

HON. TIMOTHY J. WALZ

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 28, 2012

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the accomplishments of TEAM Acad-
emy in Waseca, Minnesota.

On September 7th, TEAM Academy was
named one of two schools from the First Dis-
trict of Minnesota to be designated as a 2012
National Blue Ribbon School.

This award recognizes exemplary schools
like TEAM Academy where students have
made significant progress. Schools that re-
ceive this award truly exemplify the belief that
every child has promise and must receive a
high quality education.

As a teacher on leave from Mankato West,
| know that achieving success for all students
takes a commitment from the entire school,
from the principal to the counselors to the
teachers. Their dedication every day toward
success and achieving a higher goal motivates
students to do their best.

This is exactly what TEAM Academy has
done for its students. Under the leadership of
Director Jill Ladwig, the school practices indi-
vidualized learning in small groups, and fo-
cuses on reading, mathematics and exposure
to art, Spanish, physical education and music.
Every day, students walk into an environment
where they are encouraged to reach their full
potential, become a productive member of so-
ciety, and understand the importance of post-
secondary education.

This award recognizes what the Waseca
community already knows—TEAM Academy is
a place where every student, no matter their
background or ability, can fulfill their potential.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
TEAM Academy for its dedication to the stu-
dents of Waseca.
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HONORING BETTE BOYD FOR HER
SERVICE TO HUMBOLDT COUNTY

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 28, 2012

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize Bette Boyd. Mrs.
Boyd has exercised the most important duty of
citizenship, voting in every election since she
registered to vote at the age of 21 in 1947.
She has devoted her time and efforts to com-
munity endeavors and good citizenship since
being first employed in war work in 1943.

When the demand for skilled workers was at
a high in 1943, Mrs. Boyd went to work in the
American Motors plant in Los Angeles. Shortly
after, she was promoted to lead the work
group of women engaged in essential war
work. Bette embraced her responsibilities and
welcomed the opportunity to contribute to the
war effort.

Her first job after WWII exposed her to the
need for a union voice and she began an or-
ganizing effort for the United Electrical Work-
ers. She advocated for better wages and
working conditions for men and women en-
gaged in assembly line work. Bette took fellow
workers out on strike and experienced for the
first time the power of owners and manage-
ment when the strike was broken. After the
Vietnam War, Bette met refugees from south-
east Asia who needed help adjusting to Amer-
ican life. She assisted refugees in securing
employment and was responsible for inte-
grating 1500 refugee families into American
culture.

Through her work with Vietnamese refu-
gees, Bette became aware of the onset of
AIDS in Los Angeles and the Bay Area. She
volunteered to work with AIDS patients at an
early point in the epidemic that would become
a global scourge. She met Mother Teresa and
helped establish an AIDS clinic in India. Bette
continues her work with AIDS patients today.

Bette became involved with the poor in
India. She proposed to provide funds to im-
prove educational opportunities in a rural
South India village and insisted that girls be
offered the same educational opportunities as
boys. She contributed to the construction of a
school that would touch hundreds of children.
Today that school in Madahalli, Karnataka
State enrolls 850 children.

Bette moved to Humboldt County in 1993
and has been involved in volunteer work ever
since. Her work ranges from helping cancer
patients get treatment to working with HIV pa-
tients, and helping the mentally ill. She is a
stalwart at Democratic Headquarters and is
regularly at booths and street fairs. She en-
courages all who are eligible to register and
vote, thereby fulfilling the first duty of citizen-
ship.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time
that we recognize Bette Boyd for her out-
standing service to a global citizenry.
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF
SUSAN B. ANDERSON

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 28, 2012

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and thank the Honorable Susan B.
Anderson for her service, as she prepares to
retire from the Fresno County Board of Super-
visors. She was elected to the Board of Su-
pervisors in 2000 and has been a reliable
champion for the people of Fresno County for
over a decade. During her tenure on the
Board of Supervisors, Susan has served as a
collaborative, creative, and innovative leader.
Her participation on the Board will be sorely
missed.

Born in Kansas, Susan and her family
moved to California’s agriculturally rich San
Joaquin Valley when Susan was three years
old. By 1970, Susan and her family settled in
Fresno, California. In 1987, Susan earned her
law degree from San Joaquin College of Law,
where she also served as president of the
Student Association, and eventually the Alum-
ni Association.

A long-time public servant, Susan began her
career working as marketing director for the
downtown Fresno YMCA for over ten years.
With her leadership, the YMCA experienced
an expansion in membership and community
support—clearly exhibiting her role as an ef-
fective ambassador for the people of the San
Joaquin Valley.

Susan has been an unwavering advocate
for Central California’s children during her en-
tire career. Shortly after graduating from law
school, Susan worked as a deputy district at-
torney in the Fresno County Juvenile Courts.
She took it upon herself to ensure that
abused, abandoned, and neglected children
were represented fairly and passionately. Ad-
ditionally, Susan has served on a number of
Boards, including the Boy Scouts, Big Broth-
ers & Big Sisters, Court Appointed Special Ad-
vocates (CASA), and the YMCA. She also
was at the forefront of the effort to create
Focus Forward, a non-profit organization
aimed at providing educational and enrichment
services to the County’s children. Susan’s
dedication to helping some of our most vulner-
able citizens serves as a testament to her su-
perior moral character and compassionate
heart.

When Susan was elected to be County
Clerk in 1990, she made history by being the
first woman elected to a county-wide post. Her
time as County Clerk was ample with accom-
plishments. During her service, she increased
the efficiency of her department, ensuring
timely responses and successful service.

As a County Supervisor, Susan has often
shown thoughtful leadership, effective policy
development, and keen fiscal and administra-
tive oversight. Her work has touched the lives
of thousands of Valley residents, and will en-
sure that her legacy lives on for years to
come.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing one of California’s most prin-
cipled leaders. Her loyalty to her constituents
paired with her unmatched work ethic truly
makes her a source of pride for our entire na-
tion.
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COMMEMORATING TAIWAN’S
NATIONAL DAY OF CELEBRATION

HON. DAVID RIVERA

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 28, 2012

Mr. RIVERA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Republic of China (Taiwan)
for more than a century of tremendous suc-
cess as we approach their National Day of
Celebration, October 10, 2012. This day
marks 101 years since the founding of the
country, and most importantly marks more
than a century of progress towards democ-
racy, freedom, and economic success for the
people of Taiwan. | would like to commend the
country for its continued commitment to a
brighter future, despite numerous struggles
over the years. | would also like to take this
opportunity to thank Taiwan for its many years
of friendship to the United States. It has been
an ally in the region for decades, and this in-
valuable friendship deserves recognition.

| congratulate Ambassador Jason Yuan,
Representative of Taiwan to the United States,
on his new post as Secretary-General of the
National Security Council of Taiwan. | cherish
the friendship with Ambassador Yuan and
wish the Ambassador and Madame Yuan the
very best of luck in the future.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE MATILDA
JOSLYN GAGE FOUNDATION

HON. ANN MARIE BUERKLE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 28, 2012

Ms. BUERKLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and pay tribute to the Matilda Joslyn
Gage Foundation of Fayetteville, New York,
upon the occasion of receiving federal funding
through the Department of State’s Museums
Connect Program—a highly selective program
that aims to strengthen cultural understanding
through collaborative and innovative projects
facilitated by museums.

The Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation dedi-
cates its efforts to educating individuals about
the life and work of Matilda Joslyn Gage and
her significant contributions to the women’s
suffrage movement of the 19th century.

With respect to her commitment and dedica-
tion to women’s rights and human liberation,
the Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation commits
itself to celebrating her life and promoting the
continuing significance of the works of Matilda
Joslyn Gage for current and future genera-
tions.

Consistent with her values, the Matilda
Joslyn Gage Foundation works to preserve the
home of this great American figure, as well as
preserve her writings, provide educational pro-
grams devoted to the abolitionist and suffrage
movements, and promote the history of Cen-
tral New York as a beacon during our nation’s
great civil rights movements.

It is with honor that | pause in my legislative
deliberations to acknowledge the Matilda
Joslyn Gage Foundation for its dedication to
strengthening and developing cultural and his-
torical understanding throughout Central New
York and the United States.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in congratulating The Matilda
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