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year. Over the past ten years, the Rawson
family has managed the land to grow trees
and attract wildlife. They use their one hun-
dred fifty acres to plant myriad trees, including
loblolly and slash pine longleaf, sawtooth, bur,
shumard, willow, swamp chestnut, cherry bark
oak, and pecan trees. The family’s fruit or-
chard with pears, muscadines, and many
other fruits was a later addition to the pre-
existing varieties of plants.

David and Pat Rawson have been married
for thirty-six years, and they have three won-
derful children, Paige, Suzanne, and Scott.
They all assist in helping out with the farm, in-
cluding tree planting, pruning, fertilizing, bush
hogging, and weed management. It is David
and Pat’s plan to one day pass on the farm to
their children to continue their farming legacy.
The Rawson family truly embodies the cohe-
sive nature and household unity that charac-
terize our nation’s family farmers.

QOutside of their farm, David works part-time
as an oral surgeon, and Pat is a devoted
homemaker. In addition, both find the time to
be active members of the Northwest Florida
community. David is a member of the South-
eastern Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Sur-
gery, Florida Dental Association, Escambia
and Santa Rosa Dental Society, and
Escambia Sertoma. Pat is a member of the
Junior League of Pensacola and Gulf Breeze
Hospital Auxiliary. They both worship and vol-
unteer at the Dorcas Baptist Church, and their
continued commitment to agriculture and wild-
life is further displayed through their involve-
ment with the Certified Tree Farmers of Amer-
ica, National Wild Turkey Federation, Forest
Landowners Association, National Rifle Asso-
ciation, and Florida Farm Bureau. The
Rawson’s commitment to farm, family, faith,
and community is certainly commendable, and
they serve as an example to all.

Mr. Speaker, our great nation was built by
farmers and their families, and | take great
pride in recognizing and paying tribute to the
outstanding farm families located in Northwest
Florida. This year we honor the Rawson family
for their contributions to Okaloosa County and
the farming community. On behalf of the
United States Congress, | would like to offer
my congratulations to the Rawson family for
being awarded the title of Okaloosa County,
Florida Outstanding Farm Family for 2012. My
wife, Vicki and | extend our best wishes for
their continued success.

VOICING THE CONCERNS OF
UPSTATE NEW YORK FARMERS

HON. TOM REED

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
share with you the concerns of farmers from
New York’s 29th congressional district. On
Monday, September 17th, 2012 | had the op-
portunity to host an open discussion with my
Agricultural Advisory Council which is com-
prised of farmers ranging from dairy and spe-
cialty crop growers to wine makers and beef.
The members of this Council represent all
eight counties of the district and based on
their extensive experience and contributions to
New York Agriculture, | greatly value their
opinions.
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With Agriculture being the largest industry in
New York State, any legislation which impacts
our farmers also has a direct impact on our
local economy as well as our communities.
While all members of this Council said that
they would prefer a long term Farm Bill over
any extension, | heard an additional sentiment
from the audience. That sentiment is a need
for stability. This years setbacks have re-
minded us just how extremely volatile the agri-
cultural industry is and without stability today,
our farmers cannot accurately plan for tomor-
row and years to come.

Western New York dairy farmers are cur-
rently dealing with the growing Greek yogurt
industry in New York State. Without Congres-
sional action, provisions critical to the dairy in-
dustry will expire, and dairy farmers across
New York will be faced with skyrocketing feed
prices. For many of the small family farms in
New York this could mean the end of their
livelihood. While many provisions in the cur-
rent farm bill would remain intact through the
end of the year, inaction by Congress before
September 30th will leave dairy farmers in
New York out in the cold.

Other farmers in my district are anxious
about the Estate Tax, which is set to return to
55 percent in 2013. Mr Speaker, with the
value of equipment and property, even the
smallest farms in New York can be appraised
at over one million dollars, making them eligi-
ble to be taxed. Our farmers again need the
stability of knowing they can build for their
family’s future and be able to pass down the
fruits of their labor for their children and grand-
children. We cannot return to the days when
family farms had to be sold off just to pay the
estate taxes.

Mr. Speaker, our farmers are the backbone
of our nation. We need to help them stabilize
their production costs, stabilize their workforce
and stabilize their confidence. With a stable
agricultural sector we can create jobs, and
continue to work to improve our economy and
provide badly-needed career opportunities.

————

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NASH-
VILLE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
LEAGUE

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 21, 2012

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate a Music City gem that
is celebrating its Diamond Anniversary. This
fall marks the 60th Anniversary of the Nash-
ville Symphony Orchestra League. Helping to
bring the lofty sounds of the soul to Middle
Tennessee, the Orchestra League’s good
work adds more than just notes to our great
State, it adds a glorious soundtrack to our
story.

The Nashville Symphony Orchestra League
works to support and promote the work of the
Nashville Symphony. Since 1946, the Nash-
ville Symphony has been enriching audiences
and shaping cultural life through a diverse mix
of concerts and performances. The Nashville
Symphony Orchestra League, founded in
1952, engages the community by providing in-
novative programs and educational opportuni-
ties; a mission that has been at the heart of
the orchestra since its beginnings. For over 60
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years the Orchestra League has touched
countless lives, the young at heart and in age,
as it continues to offer time, talents, and treas-
ures to enrich the music.

Were it not for the Nashville Symphony Or-
chestra League, and its hard work throughout
the years, Middle Tennessee might not have
another beautiful note in her composition
known the world over. | ask my colleagues to
join with me in honor of those who dedicate
their work to the ongoing preservation of the
Nashville Symphony; ensuring Nashville’s ex-
traordinary and musical legacy rises and set-
tles for another generation of Music City lis-
teners.

HONORING SHELDON OHREN
HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 21, 2012

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to congratu-
late Sheldon Ohren of Monsey in my district
who was elected National Commander of the
Jewish War Veterans of the U.S.A. at its 117th
Annual National Convention this August. He
has served as Commander of the Department
of New York and is a life member of PFC Fred
Hecht Post 425 in Rockland County.

Mr. Ohren served in the Air Force from April
1952 through January 1956. As an Airman
First Class, he was assigned to the 6910th
Security Group Headquarters in Landsberg am
Lech, Germany, where he served as a cryp-
tographic communications specialist.

After leaving the service, he enrolled at New
York University and graduated with a Degree
in Industrial and Labor Relations. Afterwards
he finished his accounting credits at the City
College of New York and in 1965 joined the
Internal Revenue Service. Before retiring in
2000 as an Appeals Team Chief, he earned a
Master of Science Degree from Pace Univer-
sity and taught at Long Island University.

Mr. Ohren was elected Jr. Vice Com-
mander, Sr. Vice Commander, and ultimately
Commander of the JWV Department of New
York in 2008. He has worked as a member of
the National Executive Committee, the Na-
tional Court, the Convention Committee, as
well as a Special Assistant to the President of
the National Museum of American Jewish Mili-
tary History.

He also serves as Vice-Chairman of the
West Point Liaison Committee and attends
Oneg Shabbats sponsored by JWV at the
Academy, and presents Kiddush Cups and
Shabbat Candlesticks to the Jewish grad-
uates. In addition, he represents JWV at local
Naturalization ceremonies and presents a
copy of the Bill of Rights to the new citizens.

Mr. Ohren is a regular visitor at the VA Hos-
pital in Montrose, NY, and has served as a
Docent at the Camp Shanks Museum, the
Port of Embarkation during World War 1.

In addition to JWV, he has been President
and Treasurer of his B’nai B’rith Lodge for 10
years and has been a member of Congrega-
tion Shaarey Israel for the past 19 years. He
is also a Charter Member of the United States
Holocaust Museum and a member of the Hol-
ocaust Museum and Study Center in Spring
Valley, NY.

He is a Brooklyn native and he and his wife
Judy, a Life Member of the Ladies Auxiliary of
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Post 425, have three children and five grand-
children.

| congratulate Sheldon Ohren on his elec-
tion as National Commander and most espe-
cially for all of the good work he has done for
his community, for our country’s veterans, and
for the members of our Armed Services.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE DISCOVERY
OF THE VITAMIN

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 21, 2012

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, as co-chair of
the Congressional Dietary Supplement Cau-
cus, | rise today to honor the 100th anniver-
sary of the discovery of the vitamin and, as
such, | would like to recognize Polish-Amer-
ican scientist, Casimir Funk.

Mr. Funk is credited with coining the term
“vitamin” to describe a group of bioactive sub-
stances that are vital to human health. The
term ‘“vitamine” was first introduced in his
landmark paper, The Etiology of Deficiency
Diseases, published in the British Journal of
State Medicine in July 1912, in which he iden-
tified the dietetic factors whose lack caused
“deficiency disorders,” including beriberi, rick-
ets, scurvy, and other diseases caused by vi-
tamin deficiency.

He developed the term from the Latin “vita”
(life) and “amine” for chemical compounds
containing nitrogen. In 1936, Funk published
Vitamin and Mineral Therapy, where he called
vitamin deficiencies insidious because they
occur without warning and can cause irrep-
arable damage. The accomplishments of
Casimir Funk have advanced the under-
standing of nutrition and contributed to the in-
novation of dietary supplements, which more
than 150 million American consume each
year.

Because of his work, we know that vitamins
are essential for good health through every
stage of human life cycle and that our bodies
require vitamins to grow, to function, to stay
healthy and to prevent the onset of disease.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure
today to honor the 100th anniversary of the
discovery of the vitamin, as well as recognize
the achievements of Casimir Funk, the “father
of vitamin therapy,” and his exceptional con-
tribution to the scientific community and health
arena.

——————

HONORING MEMBERS OF THE
JAMES W. WILLIAMS AMERICAN
LEGION POST 12

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 21, 2012

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the members of the James W. Wil-
liams American Legion Post 12 for their com-
mitment to the City of Bangor. | would also
like to congratulate them as they celebrate
their 92nd anniversary.

The James W. Williams Post No. 12 was
founded in August of 1920, and they will cele-
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brate their 92nd anniversary this year. The
post is named for Cpl. James W. Williams of
Bangor, who proudly served in the Maine Na-
tional Guard during World War I. Cpl. Williams
was Killed in action on July 17th, 1918 at the
battle of Champagne-Marne in Germany.

From its founding, members of the James
W. Williams Post No. 12 have dedicated them-
selves to serving our veterans, members of
the armed forces, and the Bangor community.
Its members have long been known to offer fi-
nancial support to the Boy Scouts, the Amer-
ican Cancer Society, and the Eastern Maine
Medical Center. The Post also established a
Bangor High School JROTC scholarship and
Boys State scholarship. Post members were
instrumental in supporting the construction of
a fifth Veterans Home in Bangor, and they
continue to regularly provide comfort to its
residents.

Today, we celebrate the tremendous suc-
cess of the James W. Williams American Le-
gion Post 12 and 92 years of community sup-
port and engagement. They have truly made a
difference to the city of Bangor and our vet-
erans population.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the members of the James W. Williams
American Legion Post 12 on their 92nd anni-
versary.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 5TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF FRIENDS OF ST. JUDE
MIAMI

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 21, 2012

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, next
Saturday, September 29th, the Miami chapter
of the Friends of St. Jude will celebrate its fifth
annual “It's All About the Kids” event in
Miami. Friends of St. Jude is a group of young
professionals dedicated to the mission of St.
Jude Children’'s Research Hospital—advanc-
ing treatment and prevention in the fight
against childhood cancer.

This year, St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital marks its 50th anniversary. Since its
opening, St. Jude has made many important
discoveries on treatment for children with
deadly diseases like cancer, and has saved
countless lives worldwide. The doctors and re-
searchers at St. Jude are some of the world’s
best, and have continued to work together to
find better treatments all the time—sharing
their discoveries with the global medical com-
munity. In 50 years, St. Jude has grown into
one of the premier pediatric treatment and re-
search facilities. And they have provided all of
their services at no cost to their patients and
their families. It is for this reason that the
Friends of St. Jude is dedicated to helping St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital continue its
legacy, and why the Friends of St. Jude of
Miami has been such a great resource.

The Miami chapter of Friends of St. Jude is
the organization’s largest chapter—with over
350 members—and has done tremendous
work on behalf of St. Jude’s. This year's “It's
All About the Kids” event will be hosted by
six-time Emmy award winning journalist and
co-anchor of the news-magazine show Primer
Impacto, Pamela Silva Conde and ABC Sports
anchor Will Manso. The event will have a dis-
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tinctive Miami flare, and will feature entertain-
ment from local star, and official Miami Heat
DJ, DJ Irie and the Culture Live Band.

Mr. Speaker, these bright and talented indi-
viduals gather in a common interest and de-
vote their time, talents and energy volun-
teering for such a great cause, and they truly
deserve praise and recognition for their efforts.
On behalf of the entire South Florida commu-
nity, and all of the patients and families of St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, | would
like to thank the Friends of St. Jude Executive
Committee: Jeb Bush Jr.-Chairman, Anibal
Garcia, Carlos A. Musibay, Cristal Cole,
Cristina Musibay Diaz, Javier Milian, Magda
Rodriguez, Sofia Holtzman; and | would also
like to recognize the host committee: Anna Del
Rio Chong, Briana Guerra, Clara Pablo,
Desiree Valls, Diana Delgado, Florencia
Contesse, Gloria Ordaz, Laura Socorro-
Santoni, Lourdes Milian, Luly Valls, Mayrelis
Valle, Nicole Perez, Nicole Valls, Olga
Garrido, Pamela Silva Conde, Silvia Camps,
Suzanne Schmidt and, of course, Wendy
Grant.

————

CONGRATULATING TAIWAN ON ITS
NATIONAL DAY

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 21, 2012

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | join my col-
leagues in extending my congratulations to the
Republic of China (Taiwan) on its National
Day this October 10.

The United States and Taiwan have always
had a strong relationship, despite the lack of
formal diplomatic ties. This relationship has
led to many areas of cooperation such as mat-
ters of international security, trade and invest-
ment, cultural exchange and education, etc.
Still, there are other areas that we can work
with Taiwan. For instance, we need to support
Taiwan’s efforts to have its voice heard in
international forums. | look forward to Taiwan’s
inclusion in international organizations as it will
assist in strengthening ties between Taiwan
and my home state of Florida and the United
States.

We need to continue to give Taiwan all the
support it needs. Taiwan is a democracy and
deserves our friendship and best wishes.

| send my congratulations to the people of
Taiwan.

———
RECOGNIZING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF CHOCTAWHATCHEE

HIGH SCHOOL
HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 21, 2012

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the 60th anniversary of
Choctawhatchee High School in Fort Walton
Beach, Florida. For 60 years, the students,
teachers, and staff at Choctawhatchee High
have exhibited the assiduous dedication to ex-
cellence that makes our nation great.

In 1962, Okaloosa County, Florida com-
pleted plans to open a high school in
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