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His service culminated with his position as the 
Director of House Affairs and Acting Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for House Af-
fairs, Office of the Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Legislative Affairs (OASD–LA). 

His character, capabilities, and good humor 
enabled him to interact effectively with Mem-
bers of Congress and their staffs and other 
Executive agencies under the most strenuous 
circumstances. Commander Gilliland’s work ul-
timately led to successful legislative outcomes 
on a wide-range of issues critical to our Na-
tional Defense to include the military draw- 
down in Iraq, the Afghanistan surge, the es-
tablishment of Cyber Command, and support 
for NATO missions in Libya. 

Commander Gilliland represents the epit-
ome of what our military seeks in a congres-
sional liaison and officer in uniform our country 
expects, and I am proud and honored to have 
known him. His dedication to service, commit-
ment to excellence, and performance of duty 
have been extraordinary throughout his ca-
reer. I am proud to share in the celebration of 
Commander Gilliland’s career, and I join his 
colleagues in honoring his distinguished mili-
tary service. 

Commander Gilliland was supported, en-
couraged, and nurtured by a strong and loving 
family. I would also like to recognize his wife, 
Amy, and their son Patrick. As he goes on to 
pursue new endeavors and challenges, I wish 
Commander John Gilliland and his family well 
and ask God to bless them. 

f 

THE ETHNIC BALOCH PEOPLE 

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, the Eth-
nic Baloch people live in an area of South 
Asia now claimed by Pakistan, Iran, and Af-
ghanistan. In Pakistan in particular, they com-
prise an important segment of the population 
and live in the least developed province, de-
spite an abundance of natural resources. Until 
the arrival of the British Empire, the Baloch 
people organized themselves in a confed-
eration with local tribal chiefs holding power. 
When India and Pakistan were partitioned the 
Baloch people desired to return to their own 
sovereign state, but were prevented by the 
Pakistani military led government. Baloch aspi-
rations for independence have been checked 
by force and their basic human rights have 
been denied by the Pakistani state. The Paki-
stan government and military is dominated by 
members of the Punjab ethnic group. 

The first major Baloch uprising occurred in 
1973 and was crushed two years later. The 
Baloch again resisted their Pakistani Punjabi 
occupiers by force beginning in 2005. A low- 
level insurgency continues to this day. Paki-
stan’s elite refuses to release their grip on the 
strategic coastline or the natural riches of 
Balochistan which they and their ally, Com-
munist Chinese exploit. 

The Pakistani security services, which are 
overwhelmingly made up of Punjabis, use vio-
lence against civilians to intimidate the Baloch 
population. One particular grotesque method 
of intimidation is called ‘‘kill and dump.’’ That 
is when the body of a man or woman who has 
disappeared is later dumped in a busy section 

of a town for all the people to see. Many of 
the bodies show extreme signs of torture and 
are badly mutilated. 

I submit for the RECORD a document titled, 
‘‘Some of the Souls in Traumata’’ which reput-
edly documents 2,251 Baluchis who have 
been ‘‘disappeared’’ by the Pakistani security 
services or who died while in custody. 

This abysmal human rights record of the 
Pakistani government is shameful. It is even 
worse because American foreign and military 
aid money contributes to strengthening the se-
curity forces which kill innocent Baluchis. The 
Baluch people have a right to self-determina-
tion and not to live under the control of 
Islamabad, if they choose. 

Mr. Speaker, a copy of this report can be 
viewed at: http://gwank.org/Some%20of%20 
the%20souls%20in%20traumata.pdf. 
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IN HONOR OF THE CITY OF 
INDEPENDENCE 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the City of Independence, Ohio, an 
exemplary community within Northeast Ohio. 

Independence was first organized as a 
township in 1814. Its first resident, Ichabod 
Lord Skinner, settled in the area in 1818. Not 
until 1827, with the opening on the Ohio and 
Erie Canal, did the township become acces-
sible to trade and more settlers. Independence 
grew quickly in the subsequent century, reach-
ing the status of village in 1914. It became the 
City of Independence in 1960. 

Known as the ‘‘Heart of Cuyahoga County,’’ 
Independence is one of Northeast Ohio’s most 
desirable cities for families to work and raise 
their families. It is also home to the Cleveland 
Cavalier’s training facility. 

Today, the City of Independence is home to 
approximately 7,000 residents who are led by 
Mayor Gregory Kurtz. There are seven mem-
bers on the City Council: Anthony Togliatti, 
Patricia Wisnieski, Jim Crooks, Jim Riley, Carl 
Asseff, Tom Naduzzi and Peter Nelson. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the City of Independence and all 
of its residents. 

f 

HONORING JOSEPH WILLIAM 
‘‘COACH JOE’’ AVEZZANO 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Coach Joe Avezzano. 

As we kick off the 2012 football season, 
there are heavy hearts in Texas and through-
out the country because of the passing of 
former Dallas Cowboys’ special teams Coach 
Joe Avezzano. 

For four decades, Coach Joe gave all his 
time and dedication to the sport we all love 
and today we take a minute to honor him. 

Coach Avezzano was on the sidelines for 
three of the Dallas Cowboys Super Bowl wins 
(1993, 1994 and 1996). He was named the 

National Football League’s special-teams 
coach of year in 1991, 1993 and 1998. 

It’s not just his colleagues and players who 
are mourning his loss, but the fans who loved 
how animated he was on the sidelines and 
how his indomitable spirit inspired his ‘‘special- 
teams demons’’ to play the game of football 
and the game of life at a whole new level. 

Coach Joe was a young 68 when he col-
lapsed on a treadmill while in Milan coaching 
the Milano Seamen of the Italian Football 
League. 

His work in Milan, as an Ambassador to the 
world for American football, was just the latest 
stop on Coach Joe’s football world tour which 
started when he played offensive lineman for 
the Boston Patriots. 

In the 1980’s, Coach Avezzano served as 
the head coach at Oregon State University. 
And who could have predicted then that in a 
short four year span he would go on to be in-
strumental in three Super Bowl victories. 

After leaving Dallas, Coach Joe led the 
Oakland Raiders special teams and coached 
in the Arena Football League. 

While football was his life, music was his 
passion and even former Dallas Cowboys 
coach Barry Switzer said ‘‘Joe would rather 
have been a country western music star or on- 
stage performer than a football coach if he 
had a choice.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Joseph William Avezzano is 
survived by his wife, Diann, son Tony, many 
friends and family members, his crews at 
Coach Joe’s Bar and Grill in Frisco and Coach 
Joe’s Hat Trick in Lewisville and millions of 
football fans who will always miss how his per-
sonality and spirit filled the sidelines of any 
game he ever coached. 

f 

U.S. POW DELEGATION TO JAPAN, 
OCTOBER 12–21, 2012 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 21, 2012 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
National POW/MIA Recognition Day to honor 
prisoners of war from America’s greatest gen-
eration and thank the Government of Japan 
for recognizing the sacrifices these men have 
made for peace. On October 12, seven former 
members of the U.S. Army, Army Air Corps, 
Air Force, Marines, and Navy who fought in 
the Pacific Theater of World War II will travel 
to Tokyo as guests of the Japanese govern-
ment. This will be the third U.S. POW delega-
tion to Japan. 

These brave veterans all suffered as pris-
oners of war of Imperial Japan. The conditions 
in which they were held are unimaginable. For 
most, their first trip to Japan was on aging 
freighters called ‘‘Hellships,’’ where the men 
were loaded into suffocating holds with little 
space, water, food, or sanitation. At the POW 
camps in the Philippines, Japan and China, 
they suffered unmerciful abuse aggravated by 
the lack of food, medicine, clothing, and shel-
ter. Each POW also became a slave laborer at 
the mines, factories, and docks of some of Ja-
pan’s largest companies, including Mitsubishi, 
Nippon Express, Ube Industries, Rinko Cor-
poration, and Fushiki Kairiku Unso. 

In September 2010, the Japanese govern-
ment delivered to the first American POW del-
egation an official apology for the damage and 
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suffering these men endured. Although the 
Japanese government had hosted POWs from 
U.S. wartime Allies, the 2010 trip was the first 
to Japan for American POWs. It was also the 
first official apology to any prisoners of war 
held by Japan. 

This historic apology and continued support 
for the trips by the Japanese government has 
improved our relations with Japan and, more 
importantly, had a positive effect on the former 
POWs. Japan’s Foreign Minister, Koichiro 
Genba, said the trip promotes ‘‘reconciliation 
of minds’’ of U.S. POWs. Even more, James 
Colier, a delegate on the second trip to Japan 
in 2011, said, ‘‘After meeting the kind people 
at JMC [Japan Metals & Chemicals’ Takaoka 
Works] and after observing the beautiful sur-
roundings of the city, I realized that I had been 
robbed of the opportunity of truly knowing this 
place for the past 66 years. Takaoka had al-
ways remained as a dark and depressing 
place in my mind. Yet this visit has finally af-
forded me the opportunity to appreciate its 
beauty.’’ 

I know that the American POWs fought hard 
for this recognition. I appreciate the courage of 
the Japanese government for their historic and 
meaningful apology. I thank the POWs for 
their persistent pursuit of justice, and com-
mend the U.S. State Department for helping 
them. 

Still missing, however, from this significant 
act of atonement are the apologies from the 
myriad Japanese companies that used and 
abused POWs for slave labor to maintain war 
production. It is time now for these companies 
to break their silence and to follow the suc-
cessful example of their government by offer-
ing an apology and supporting programs for 
lasting remembrance and reconciliation. Fur-
thermore, I invite my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle to join me in making a small, but 
significant, gesture to show these men that 
Congress has not forgotten their experience 
and sacrifice by cosponsoring House Resolu-
tion 333. 

Significantly, this year marks the 70th Anni-
versary of the Defense of the Philippines, Ba-
taan Death March and the Fall of Corregidor, 
and the third U.S. POW delegation to Japan 
includes three survivors of the infamous Ba-
taan Death March, two who were captured at 
the surrender of Corregidor, one on Guam, 
and one shot down over Tokyo. One of the 
veterans believes that he was subject to med-
ical experimentation. Their traveling compan-
ions include four wives, one daughter, one 
son, and one close friend. I wish these men 
and their companions a fulfilling trip to Japan, 
and I know that their journey will contribute to 
the historic peace and friendship between the 
peoples of the United States and our impor-
tant ally Japan. 

It gives me great gratitude to tell the vivid 
stories of the third U.S. POW Delegation to 
Japan. 

Randall S. Edwards, 95, lives in Lakeland, 
Florida. Born in Wyoming, he grew up in Ne-
braska and enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1935 
after high school to see the world. He was 
sent to the Philippines in 1940 and assigned 
as a Radioman 1st Class to the submarine 
tender, the USS Canopus, which had been or-
dered to stay in Manila Bay after the bombing 
of Pearl Harbor in December 1941. By 1942 
Edwards was a POW at Cabanatuan 3 and 
shipped to Mukden, China (today’s Shenyang) 
in October 1942 in Mitsubishi’s Hellship Tottori 

Maru via Formosa and Korea to Manchukuo 
(Manchuria). Edwards was a slave laborer at 
MKK (Manshu Kosaku Kikai, which some re-
searchers believe was owned by Mitsubishi 
and known as Manchuria Mitsubishi Machine 
Tool Company, Ltd.). He worked on multiple 
machines from grinders to lathes, carefully 
sabotaging each task. He believes that the 
multiple shots and blood tests that he received 
while at Mukden were part of human medical 
experiments conducted by the Imperial Army’s 
731st Biological Warfare Unit. After the war, 
Edwards remained in the Navy where he re-
ceived over 40 medals during his service and 
retired in 1955 as a Warrant Officer. After the 
Navy, he received his BS degree in Electrical 
Engineering from the University of Florida, 
Gainesville. Edwards went on to become a 
National Service officer for American Defend-
ers of Bataan and Corregidor and American 
Ex-Prisoners of War to help his fellow vet-
erans with their Veterans Affairs claims. 
POW# 104 

Robert W. Ehrhart, 89, lives in Carmichael, 
California. He grew up in Oakland, California 
and enlisted in the Marine Corps Reserve dur-
ing high school. His unit was activated No-
vember 6, 1940 and sent to the Philippines in 
April 1941. On January 1, 1942 they were as-
signed to the Third Battalion, Fourth Marines 
and joined the Battle of Corregidor until the 
surrender on May 6, 1942. Ehrhart was sent 
to the Cabanatuan POW Camp where he was 
on a burial detail, burying as many as forty 
men a day. He remembers that ‘‘bodies were 
like skeletons and when you lifted them onto 
the window shutters, which were used for lit-
ters, their skin would peel back and stick to 
your hands.’’ To bolster his morale and that of 
his fellow POWs, he started to draw cartoons, 
risking severe punishment if discovered. In 
September 1943, Ehrhart was transferred to 
Japan aboard the Hellship Taga Maru (aka 
Coral Maru). He was sent to Osaka 4–D 
Sakurajima where he was a slave laborer at 
Hitachi Zosen’s Sakurajima Shipyard (today’s 
Universal Shipping Corporation). He worked 
as a riveter helping build military ships and oil 
tankers. After the camp was bombed in May 
1945, he was sent to Osaka 6–B, Akenobe, 
POW Camp where he was a slave laborer 
working at a copper mine for Mitsubishi Mining 
(today’s Mitsubishi Materials Corporation). 
After the war, Ehrhant recuperated in military 
hospitals from vitamin deficiency, malnutrition, 
and various tropic diseases. He was dis-
charged April 29 1946. He then studied Me-
chanical Engineering at the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley. POW# 221 

David G. Farquhar, Jr., 90, lives in Red-
lands, California where he has lived all his life. 
He joined the U.S. Army Air Force in 1942. He 
trained in Nebraska and was assigned as a 
Technical Sergeant to General Curtis LeMay’s 
20th Air Force, 24th Squadron, 313th Bomb 
Wing, 6th bomb group, Crew #2404. He was 
sent with the 6th Bomb Group to Tinian in the 
Northern Marianas in January 1945. On May 
23, 1945, he was a turret gunner when his B– 
29 was shot down over Tokyo by flak and 
fighter planes. They were taken to the infa-
mous horse stalls outside of the Kempeitai 
(military police of the Imperial Army) Head-
quarters in Tokyo near the Emperor’s palace. 
They were not considered POWs but ‘‘special 
prisoners’’ who were war criminals. They were 
beaten, starved, tortured, and denied clothes, 
basic hygiene, and medical treatment. On Au-

gust 15th, the day Japan surrendered, he was 
transferred to a cell at Tokyo Base Camp #1 
Omori where he was liberated August 28, 
1945. Omori was the first POW camp liber-
ated. After a series of hospital stays, he was 
discharged in 1946 and returned to San Diego 
State College (today’s San Diego State Uni-
versity) to earn a BA degree in Engineering. 
He then obtained an MA degree in Education 
from the University of Redlands. POW# Not 
Known to ‘‘Special Prisoners’’ 

Douglas Northam, 93, lives in Reno, Ne-
vada. Born in Morris County, Texas, he grew 
up in nearby Naples, Texas. After graduating 
from high school in 1937, he enlisted in the 
Civilian Conservation Corps and in 1940 in the 
U.S. Navy. He was transferred to China in 
February of 1941 and assigned to the USS 
Oahu (PR–6), a Yangtze River Patrol boat 
ported in Shanghai. Afterwards, Northam was 
assigned to an artillery group on Corregidor, 
which was forced to surrender on May 7th 
when Corregidor fell. As a POW of Japan, he 
was sent to Bilibid POW Camp in Manila and 
then moved to Cabanatuan 1 and 2. In No-
vember 1942, he was sent to Japan aboard 
Mitsubishi’s Hellship the Nagata Maru. He 
worked for Nippon Express as a slave steve-
dore in the freight yards in and around the city 
of Osaka at Umeda Bunsho Camp (Osaka 2– 
D UMEDA). In March 1945, after his POW 
camp was firebombed, he was transferred to 
Osaka POW Camp 5–B TSURUGA where he 
was a slave stevedore again for Nippon Ex-
press and Tsuruga Transportation Company. 
After the war, Northam utilized the GI Bill to 
study geology at the University of California, 
Berkeley. POW# 117 

John Leroy Mims, 90, lives in Aberdeen, 
North Carolina. Born in Ashburn, Georgia, he 
grew up in Florida and enlisted in the Army at 
age 16 in 1938, but was discharged a year 
later after it was discovered that he was un-
derage. Still hungry and jobless, he re-enlisted 
February 15, 1941 and was assigned to Com-
pany B, 1st Battalion of the famous 31st Infan-
try Regiment. In April 1941, he was sent to the 
Philippines aboard the USAT Republic and 
stationed at Cuartel de España in Manila. He 
fought in the Battle for Bataan and as a POW 
forced on the Bataan Death March. During the 
war, his Filipino fiancée Juanita worked as a 
secretary for a Japanese general and bravely 
aided the resistance by sending shortwave 
radio messages to Allied forces in the Pacific. 
As a POW, the Japanese repeatedly beat and 
tortured Mims. Although they were able to 
break his body, they could never come close 
to breaking his spirit. During his captivity, the 
Japanese broke his back, neck and both of his 
legs and shattered many of the bones in his 
face. The beatings briefly left him a paraplegic 
on two separate occasions and he still retains 
a limp. Of the 1,600 soldiers in the 31st Infan-
try Regiment who surrendered, less than half 
survived Japanese captivity. In September 
1944, he was sent to Japan on board 
Mitsubishi’s Nippon Yusen Kaisha (NYK) 
Hellship Sekiho Maru. Mims became a slave 
laborer mining coal for Ube Kosan’s Sanyo 
Muen Kogyo Sho (Ube Industries’ Sanyo 
Smokeless Coal Work, which is still known 
today as Ube Industries Ltd.) at Hiroshima 
#6B—Omine (Sanyo) POW Camp in Omine- 
machi, Yamaguchi Prefecture. After the war, 
Mims remained in the Army for the next 27 
years, attaining the rank of Sergeant First 
Class and retiring in 1963. POW# 429 
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John Real, 90, lives in Ventura, California. A 

California native, he enlisted in the U.S. Army 
Air Corps after graduating from high school in 
1940. He was sent to the Philippines in April 
1941 and assigned to aerial reconnaissance at 
Clark Field with the 2nd Observation Squad-
ron, 27th Bombardment Group, V Bomber 
Command, 20th Air Force. Real and his unit 
manned an observation tower on top of Mt. 
Mariveles, Bataan during Japan’s invasion of 
the Philippines where he tracked Japanese 
ship movement around the Olongapo Navy 
Yard. He walked down the mountain to sur-
render on April 9, 1942 and was stripped of all 
his belongings before being forced on the Ba-
taan Death March. At the start of the march, 
he and others were used as human shields by 
being forced to walk in front of seized Amer-
ican 155mm caliber field guns (Long Toms) 
that the Japanese were firing at Corregidor. 
He was a POW at both Camp O’Donnell and 
Cabanatuan 1. He avoided a certain death at 
O’Donnell by volunteering for a work detail on 
Bataan. In September 1943, he was sent to 
Moji, Japan aboard the Hellship Taga Maru 
(aka Coral Maru) via Formosa. At Tokyo 5–B 
POW Camp in Niigata, he was a slave laborer 
unloading coal ships for Niigata Kairiku Unso, 
now part of the Rinko Corporation. After the 
war, Real received a BA degree in Business 
Administration from the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Barbara and a MA degree from 
the Thunderbird School of Global Manage-
ment in Arizona. POW# 514 

George R. Summers, 90, lives in Riverside, 
California. Born in the Philippines, he grew up 
in California where he joined the Marine Corps 
Reserve in February 1941. Activated in June 
1941, his unit was sent to Guam in September 
1941. Japan invaded the island on December 
8, 1941, and he was taken prisoner by the 
10th of December. Summers was on the first 
transport of Allied POWs to Japan, the Argen-
tina Maru with 420 American POWs from 
Guam to Tadotsu on the north coast of 
Shikoku. After arriving in Japan on January 
16, 1942, the POWs were transported to 
Zentsuji (Hiroshima Branch #1), a POW camp 
about eight kilometers from Tadotsu. He spent 
six months there clearing a mountainside to 
plant apple trees. He was then transferred to 
Tanagawa Osaka Area POW Command #4B 
Camp, where he helped to manually tear 
down a mountainside to build a breakwater for 
a primitive dry-dock and submarine base. This 
camp was noted for its severe malnutrition 
and extremely high death rate of POWs. Six 
months later, he was sent to Umeda Bunsho 
Camp in Osaka (Osaka 2–D UMEDA), Japan, 
where he worked for Nippon Express as a 
slave stevedore. He was transferred to a total 
of six POW camps due to American bomb-
ings. His last camp was the Nagoya 10–B 
Fushiki Camp, where he worked as a steve-
dore slave unloading soybeans from Korea for 
Fushiki Kairiku Unso until Japan’s surrender. 
After his release, he was hospitalized for six 
months at the Long Beach Naval Hospital. In 
retirement, he has focused on real estate in-
vestment and his hobbies of collecting Koi fish 
and exotic birds. POW# 347 

IN HONOR OF THE CITY OF BEREA 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the City of Berea, Ohio. Since 1836, 
the City of Berea has been an exemplary 
community within Northeast Ohio. 

Known as ‘‘The Grindstone Capital of the 
World,’’ the town’s symbol is a grindstone 
which serves as a tribute to the many grind-
stones that came out of its quarries. Every 
year, on Independence Day weekend, a fes-
tival named for the grindstones is celebrated 
by the City of Berea. 

Berea is home to several of Northeast 
Ohio’s most important fixtures such as Bald-
win-Wallace College, the Cleveland Browns’ 
training facility and the Cuyahoga County Fair-
grounds. Over the years, Berea has produced 
a number of notable residents including John 
Baldwin, Lou Groza, Jim Tressel and former 
U.S. Secretary of Defense, Neil H. McElroy. 

Today, the City of Berea is home to nearly 
20,000 residents who are led by Mayor Cyril 
Kleem. Mayor Kleem was recently elected to 
his second term in office. There are eight 
members on the City Council: Mary Brown, 
Dean Can Dress, Dale Lange, Margarette 
Kay, Nick Haschka, Jim Maxwell, Cheryl 
Banaszak and Richard Malott. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the City of Berea and all of its 
residents. 

f 

STOP THE WAR ON COAL ACT OF 
2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 20, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3409) to limit the 
authority of the Secretary of the Interior to 
issue regulations before December 31, 2013, 
under the Surface Mining Control and Rec-
lamation Act of 1977: 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Chair, I rise in opposition 
to the Coal Miner Employment and Domestic 
Energy Infrastructure Protection Act. 

Here on the last days of the 112th Session 
of Congress, we are wasting time debating a 
bill, whose constituents parts have already 
been approved by this body. 

We’ve already spent considerable House 
time debating all five titles of this bill. 

And all five titles were rejected by the Sen-
ate and have received a veto threat from the 
President. 

Over the past 19 months this body has cast 
more than 300 votes against the environment. 

Just as repeating a falsehood doesn’t make 
it true, passing a bill in the House twice in the 
same session won’t make it a law. 

When the history of this Congress is written, 
it will be known as the least productive Con-
gress in a century, eclipsing even the infa-
mous ‘‘Do Nothing’’ Congress that President 
Harry Truman confronted more than 50 years 
ago. 

Rather than advance policies that would 
promote employment, help drought stricken 
farmers, even address the long-term solvency 
of Medicare, this House remains stuck on vili-
fying the Environmental Protection Agency 
and taking issue with its obligations under the 
law to protect the public’s health. 

This week’s announcement by Alpha Nat-
ural Resources that it plans to lay-off miners 
and scale back coal production by 16 million 
tons annually may fuel the argument that EPA 
is somehow responsible, but even Kevin 
Crutchfield, the company’s chief executive offi-
cer, acknowledged that the principle cause 
was ‘‘the result a difficult market in which 
power plants are switching to abundant, less 
expensive natural gas.’’ 

If natural gas is cheaper to burn than coal, 
then where is the legislation to ban its use? 

How about a war on natural gas? 
For decades the coal industry and utilities 

have been exempted from Clean Air Act regu-
lations. 

It took court orders for previous administra-
tions’ inactions and the current administration 
commitment to protecting the public’s health 
that led to today’s regulatory climate. 

And, while hundreds of miners may lose 
their jobs because of cheaper natural gas and 
new Clean Air and Clean Water Act regula-
tions, tens of thousands of Americans, this bill 
so callously disregards, will be saved from 
premature deaths, asthma attacks, emergency 
room visits and missed work and school days 
each year. 

I will vote to protect the lives of thousands 
of Americans over the few hundred who might 
lose their jobs. 

If the majority truly cares about the fate of 
these miners, then support a jobs bill that will 
allow them to rebuild America’s infrastructure. 

This bill is wrong. 
It advances narrow, profit-based interests 

over the interests of everyday Americans. 
It presumes that a cleaner, healthier air and 

water must be subservient to the interests of 
keeping this nation’s dirtiest power plants and 
the most environmentally destructive mining 
techniques free from regulation. 

My colleagues, it’s a distorted set of prior-
ities advanced by just a fraction of CEOs in 
the utility and mining industries who refuse to 
clean up their operations. 

We can have cleaner air and more jobs. 
And history provides us with proof it is pos-

sible. 
It’s already happened, and I credit George 

Herbert Walker Bush with having the courage 
and foresight to put his signature on the Clean 
Air Act of 1990. 

He would be vilified by the current House 
majority if he signed that bill today. 

It’s a sad commentary to see so many in 
this chamber beholden to an industry that pre-
fers to invest in the political process rather 
than in saving lives by reducing its life-dam-
aging practices. 

Few of my colleagues may realize that the 
coal consuming industries that have under-
written this assault on EPA had an opportunity 
to collaborate with the Obama administration 
on a regulatory framework. 

They were invited early on during the first 
year of the Obama administration to sit down 
and craft a compliance option. 

The administration had hoped to craft a deal 
similar to the historic deal it made with the na-
tion’s auto industry on fuel efficiency and tail-
pipe emissions. 
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