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Texas courts. He started his legal career in 
the Harris County District Attorney’s office as 
an Assistant District Attorney, and then he be-
came the Chief Prosecutor of the 209th Dis-
trict Court. 

In 1982, Judge McSpadden was elected as 
a judge for the same court and, for the last 30 
years, he has continued to preside over the 
209th. His extensive knowledge of the justice 
system and his incredible work ethic have 
gained the respect of many in the law profes-
sion. Over his career, he has earned the re-
spect and admiration among lawyers and 
judges within the legal community: he is al-
ways among the highest rated judges by 
members of the Houston Bar Association and 
was the highest rated judge in Harris County 
in the 2011 Houston Bar Association Judicial 
Qualification Poll. Our community has bene-
fited greatly from the many, many years of 
service that he has dedicated. In addition, 
Judge McSpadden has been recognized by 
the Houston Police Officer’s Association and 
Harris County Deputy Sheriff’s Association. He 
has also been honored and named Champion 
of Crime Stoppers by the Bay Area Crime 
Stoppers. These organizations recognized that 
he has not only dedicated his professional 
time to helping others, but he has dedicated 
his personal time to helping the next genera-
tion as well. In 1994, Child Advocates honored 
him for his efforts to help children. He has 
been also honored by the Samaritan Center 
and the Assistance League of Houston for his 
work with inner city youth. Judge McSpadden 
is a positive mentor to young males at risk. In 
2002, he was the first recipient of the Chuck 
Norris Team Spirit Award for his work with 
Kick Drugs Out of America. He continues to 
serve on the advisory boards of many non- 
profit organizations. By giving his time and 
lending his hands, Judge McSpadden has 
changed many lives, and I want you to know 
that our Nation is a better place because of 
his commitment to helping our communities 
become safer. 

Prior to his three decades of public service 
in the courtroom, Judge McSpadden also 
served his country as a United States Marine. 
While enlisted, he even found time to win the 
Marine Corps Tennis Champion title. He is a 
3-time Big 8 Conference Tennis Singles 
Champion and still enjoys playing at River 
Oaks Country Club. 

The impact of Judge McSpadden’s work is 
far reaching. He truly is an unsung hero 
whose efforts are felt in communities, neigh-
borhoods and homes across Texas each and 
every day. 

Judge McSpadden’s achievements at the 
209th and in the community far surpass these 
recognitions. His innovation, determination and 
compassion for serving others make him one 
of the best judges in the Nation. Judge 
McSpadden is a close personal friend, excel-
lent lawyer, tremendous judge, and amazing 
public servant for Texas. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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TRIBUTE TO ANGI CORROTHERS 

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 21, 2012 

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, Angi Corrothers 
is retiring from public service after 32 years of 

dedication to the constituents of the 9th Con-
gressional District of North Carolina. 

She has been a valuable asset to my staff, 
and to the staffs of both Congressman Alex 
McMillan and Congressman Jim Martin before 
me. She truly exemplifies what it means to be 
a public servant. 

She has spent many years patiently guiding 
constituents through the process of getting the 
benefits that they deserve. But it’s through 
Angi’s compassion and kindness that she 
helps anyone who needs it and gives of her-
self without a second thought. 

Angi has truly been a delight to work with 
for these past several years. She has a great 
sense of humor, and we will miss hearing her 
stories and her wonderful, heartfelt laugh. 

She will be greatly missed by myself, her 
colleagues, and the countless constituents that 
she helps, but we wish her well as she enjoys 
a well-deserved retirement. 
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HONORING OPERATION HELPING 
HAND 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend Operation Helping Hand. Operation 
Helping Hand was started in May 2004 as a 
project of the Tampa Chapter of the Military 
Officers Association of America, MOAA, with 
the primary mission to support and assist mili-
tary patients being treated at the James A. 
Haley VA Hospital and their visiting families. It 
was noted that some of the families visiting 
their wounded, sick, and injured active duty 
military patients were unable to pay for motels, 
and were sleeping in their cars. That proved to 
be enough justification to offer necessary serv-
ices. 

Over the course of eight years, Operation 
Helping Hand has helped over 750 of our ac-
tive duty military wounded and injured, and 
countless family members, assisting with their 
personal needs while in Tampa, helping with 
the family’s mortgage and bills back home, or 
whatever the service member or family need-
ed to allow their primary focus to remain on 
healing, whether it be in Tampa or back home 
where the family resides. 

Aside from responding from their daily 
needs, Operation Helping Hand sponsors 
Bronze Star, Purple Heart and other medal or 
retirement ceremony receptions and hosts a 
monthly dinner for the patients that is attended 
by an average of 250–300 people. These 
monthly dinners honor our wounded and in-
jured active duty military patients who are 
given proper recognition, and flowers and gifts 
at each monthly dinner. 

In October 2012, the 100th consecutive 
monthly dinner will be held. By its stated mis-
sion, Operation Helping Hand will continue to 
do all possible to aid the Tampa patients and 
their families as long as their services are re-
quired. 

Operation Helping Hand’s efforts to improve 
the quality of life for severely injured services 
members is truly inspiring. It is with great 
honor that I rise today to recognize their tire-
less commitment to those who have served 
our country. I look forward to watching this or-
ganization grow and further its mission of as-

sisting and supporting the families of injured 
service members. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. NIKI TSONGAS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, September 21, 2012 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I missed 
votes on the day of September 19, 2012 be-
cause I was unavoidably detained back in my 
District. Had I been present, I would have 
voted for H.R. 5044, the Andrew P. Carpenter 
Tax Act. As a member of the Armed Services 
Committee, I recognize the sacrifices made by 
our nation’s servicemembers. It is appropriate 
and fair that when the student loan debt of a 
fallen servicemember is forgiven, his or her 
family members should not be hit with an in-
come tax bill on that debt forgiveness. H.R. 
5044 is a small step toward honoring their 
service and ultimate sacrifice on behalf of our 
nation, and I support it. 

f 

THE DOCUMENT 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on a spring 
day, 55 men walked from a cobblestone street 
into the Pennsylvania state house. They had 
important business to discuss, and guards 
kept watch to keep any curious people at bay. 
The men, all respected, half university-edu-
cated, had an average age of 42 years old. 
The youngest was a mere 27. In their first 
order of business, they formally nominated 
one man to be their leader: General George 
Washington. 

This was the scene 225 years ago when our 
Founding Fathers met in Philadelphia. The 13 
colonies had declared and won independence 
from King George, and were operating under 
a ‘‘league of friendship’’ or the Articles of Con-
federation. They knew that the fledgling nation 
was tinkering on failure: it could not regulate 
commerce between the states, raise revenue, 
or support a national defense. A few months 
before, a man named Daniel Shays had led a 
group of farmers, who wore hats adorned with 
twigs, to rebel in Massachusetts. The new na-
tion had some trouble spots of anarchy. 
Something had to be done. 

Over the next few days, the men debated in 
secret. There was no transparency, no report-
ers and no visitors. Men from large states, like 
Edmund Randolph of Virginia, argued for a 
strong national government, while men from 
smaller states, like William Patterson of New 
Jersey, balked at this. Alexander Hamilton of 
New York tried to convince his colleagues to 
follow the British government—‘‘the best in the 
world’’—a mistake to a group of proud patriots 
who had just defeated King George III. Their 
differing ideas led to compromises and a new 
government. Largely influenced by James 
Madison, credited as the Father of the Con-
stitution, a Constitution was written that estab-
lished three separate branches of government 
on the federal level, a decentralized national 
government with enumerated powers and indi-
vidual state governments empowered with 
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those powers not outlined. It was built on a 
system of federalism, a system of separation 
of powers between the states and the federal 
union. 

The fact that 55 men showed up was some-
thing of a feat in and of itself. Seventy-four 
were appointed to attend, but 19 chose to skip 
the meeting. They were wise in their sus-
picions that the goal was to give the national 
government more power, but missed a tre-
mendous opportunity to shape the nation that 
they all loved. 

Sixteen men refused to sign the Document. 
One of them was firebrand orator Patrick 
Henry (my favorite of all of the Founders). He 
refused to sign the Document because it con-
tained no ‘‘Bill of Rights.’’ Another, George 
Mason, declared that he ‘‘would sooner chop 
off his right hand than put it to the Constitution 
as it now stands.’’ Yet, the Document was 
signed by 39 men, and they left Philadelphia 
with the challenge of convincing the states to 
ratify it. Largely thanks to the efforts of James 
Madison, Alexander Hamilton and John Jay, 
through the Federalist Papers, the required 
nine states had ratified and the Constitution 
took effect. 

Two years later, James Madison introduced 
the Bill of Rights in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, outlining specific rights that each 
American should be guaranteed and limiting 
what government could do to the people. 
Without the Bill of Rights, we would not be the 
America that we are today. It guarantees that 
we can live in a country where we can speak 
our opinions without fearing punishment; 
where you can practice the religion of your 
choice in peace; where you have the right to 
share your ideas or complaints with the gov-
ernment; where you have certain inalienable 
rights—the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness. 

On September 17, we celebrated Constitu-
tion Day, a national holiday that celebrates the 
one document that has made America what it 
is today: the land of the free and the home of 
the brave. In the 225 years since the signing 
of this great document, this nation has grown, 
adding territories and states, including Texas 
in 1845 (by 1 vote, I must say). What was in 
1787 a new nation trying to get on its feet and 
find its way, is today a robust beacon of free-
dom and democracy. May we never forget 
what this nation stands for. And that’s just the 
way it is. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE BATON 
ROUGE AREA FOUNDATION 

HON. BILL CASSIDY 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 21, 2012 

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
congratulate the Baton Rouge Area Founda-
tion on obtaining their National Standards for 
U.S. Community Foundations accreditation 
from the Community Foundations National 
Standards Board. 

Achieving confirmation and reconfirming 
compliance with Community Foundations Na-
tional Standards Board is a rigorous process, 
guaranteeing that every community foundation 
that receives the designation has adhered to 
excellent philanthropic practice. This program 
requires community foundations to document 

their policies for governance, donor services, 
investments, grantmaking, community leader-
ship, and administration. 

The Baton Rouge Area Foundation has ob-
tained its National Standards accreditation by 
demonstrating a commitment to operational 
quality, integrity, accountability, and adherence 
to the highest standards for grantmaking. 

The Baton Rouge Area Foundation worked 
rigorously in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina, and issued over $600,000 in emer-
gency grants to aid organizations and shelters 
within 10 days of the storm. This is but one 
case of the exemplary work that the founda-
tion achieves day in and day out. 

On behalf of the residents of Louisiana’s 
Sixth District, I congratulate the Baton Rouge 
Area Foundation on receiving its National 
Standards accreditation and commend the 
foundation’s dedicated service to Louisiana’s 
communities. 

f 

STOP THE WAR ON COAL ACT OF 
2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 20, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3409) to limit the 
authority of the Secretary of the Interior to 
issue regulations before December 31, 2013, 
under the Surface Mining Control and Rec-
lamation Act of 1977: 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Chair, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 3409, the Stop the War on Coal 
Act of 2012. Across multiple federal govern-
ment agencies, there is a regulatory assault 
underway against coal. The War on Coal has 
focused both on the production of coal and on 
the use of coal by electric utilities. The regu-
latory actions of the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and other federal government 
agencies are picking winners and losers in the 
energy industry by propping up companies like 
Solyndra while purposefully making it harder 
for coal producers to operate. 

The Stop the War on Coal Act returns cli-
mate policy to Congress, where it belongs in 
the hands of elected representatives who are 
subject to the will of the people. Americans 
want environmental policies that are fairly bal-
anced against economic considerations such 
as the need for jobs and low cost electricity. 
These balancing decisions are best made in 
Congress. Federal agencies need to under-
stand that the absence of a congressional au-
thorization is not a green light for the agency 
to pursue whatever policy it wishes. 

I want to be clear that I support an all of the 
above energy policy. 

I believe that coal, natural gas, oil, nuclear, 
wind, solar, biomass, and geothermal energy 
sources all have a role to play in our national 
energy portfolio. There is no question, how-
ever, that electricity from coal and natural gas 
is cheaper and more abundant than electricity 
generated from renewable sources. A 2010 
Heritage Foundation study found that the aver-
age family of four would pay on average $189 
per month if it obtained 100 percent of its 
electricity from coal, but $504 per month if the 
same family purchased 100 percent of its 
electricity from solar power. 

That’s a difference of $315 per month. With 
47 million Americans on Food Stamps and ev-
erything from the price of gas to the price of 
milk increasing, Americans are looking to save 
money in every way possible. 

Coal fired electricity simply makes economic 
sense for families in my state and across the 
country. 

Additionally, while 42 percent of U.S. elec-
tricity was generated from coal last year, and 
25 percent came from natural gas—all renew-
able sources combined accounted for only 13 
percent of the electric supply. It will be many 
years before renewable fuels are ready to 
shoulder the burden of providing the energy 
on which American’s rely. 

There are three reasons why I stand on the 
floor this evening to discuss the importance of 
coal. First, I am here to stand up for the jobs 
of tens of thousands of West Virginians and 
hundreds of thousands of others across the 
country who are employed mining coal, trans-
porting coal, generating electricity from coal or 
work in jobs that support the coal industry. 
Second, I am here to stand up for the families 
and businesses that will see increases in their 
electric bills as the administration imposes ex-
treme regulations on both the production and 
utilization of coal. Finally, I am here to stand 
up for the reliability of our electric grid, which 
could be at risk over the long term if too much 
of our ability to generate electricity from coal 
is lost. 

My State and our neighbors in Appalachia 
have suffered significant job losses in the coal 
industry recently. Just yesterday, Alpha Nat-
ural Resources announced 1,200 layoffs com-
panywide and hundreds of those job losses 
will occur in my state of West Virginia. Over 
300 miners at Consol Energy lost their jobs 
when the Fola Mine in Clay County, in my 
congressional district was idled earlier this 
summer. Arch Coal laid off 750 miners earlier 
this summer across West Virginia, Virginia, 
and Kentucky. Patriot Coal laid off 250 miners 
last week and the company filed for bank-
ruptcy this summer. A local television station 
in my district tallied nearly 2,000 job losses in 
the mining industry in early August, and more 
layoffs have been announced since then. 

Besides layoffs by mining companies, job 
losses in related fields such as transportation 
usually accompany job losses in mines. 

There is more than one reason why job 
losses are occurring in the coal industry, and 
I understand that not all of the job losses that 
have occurred are attributable to over regula-
tion. Natural gas prices are at historic lows 
and the price for metallurgical coal is soft-
ening. Nonetheless, the excessive regulatory 
burden placed on the coal industry is certainly 
part of the reason that jobs are being lost. 

I am pleased that the bill that the House will 
vote on this week includes the text of H.R. 
1872, the Employment Protection Act, which I 
introduced in order to require the EPA to con-
sider the impact that any new regulation, guid-
ance, policy statement or permitting decision 
would have on jobs and the economy. All of 
us want clean air and clean water, but I be-
lieve that environmental regulations should be 
balanced with the need to maintain jobs and 
employment opportunities for workers in the 
mining industry. 

Under the Employment Protection Act, EPA 
would be required to have a public hearing in 
any state where a decision it makes would 
have more than a de minimis negative impact 
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