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project leading up to his Eagle Scout rank 
speaks volumes of his commitment to serving 
a cause greater than himself and assisting his 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young 
man and his supportive family demonstrates 
the rewards of hard work, dedication and per-
severance. I am honored to represent Adam 
and his family in the United States Congress. 
I know that all of my colleagues in the House 
will join me in congratulating him on obtaining 
the Eagle Scout ranking, and I wish him con-
tinued success in his future education and ca-
reer. 
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TRIBUTE TO TEXAS PANHANDLE 
HONOR FLIGHT 

HON. MAC THORNBERRY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 19, 2012 

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the 94 veterans from Texas who will 
be visiting Washington, D.C., this week 
through the Texas Panhandle Honor Flight. 
On behalf of a grateful state and nation, we 
welcome these heroes to the nation’s capital. 

The veterans on this flight are: Charles 
Allen, U.S. Army Air Corps; Larry K. Baggett, 
U.S. Marine Corps; Wayne Baker, U.S. Army 
Air Corps; Jack Barnes, U.S. Navy; John 
Barnes, U.S. Navy; Donald E. Barton, U.S. 
Navy; Emmett L. Barton, U.S. Army; Clarence 
A. Betzen, U.S. Air Force; Kenneth S. Bjork, 
U.S. Navy; Albert Bland, U.S. Air Force; Clar-
ence O. Bodling, U.S. Marine Corps; Van E. 
Bradford, U.S. Army; Roy M. Bradstreet, U.S. 
Army; Billy F. Brown, U.S. Army; Jerry Buttel, 
U.S. Air Force; Herbert R. Bytheway, U.S. Air 
Force; Lewis Cates, U.S. Army; Michael 
Cattaneo, U.S. Army; Paul E. Cattaneo, U.S. 
Army; Ernest Clark, U.S. Air Force; Lee J. 
Clark, U.S. Navy; Rodney E. Clark, U.S. Air 
Force; Ronald E. Clark, U.S. Army; Richard L. 
Collins, U.S. Navy; Michael Colon-Mateo, U.S. 
Army; Robert O. Counts, U.S. Army; Nicholas 
Devito, U.S. Army; William M. Edes, Texas 
Army National Guard; Warren Farris, U.S. Air 
Force; Donald E. Fine, U.S. Air Force; Antonio 
C. Flores, U.S. Army; John M. Gilbreath, U.S. 
Army; Kenneth G. Hammit, U.S. Navy; Homer 
Hampton, U.S. Navy; William J. Harris, U.S. 
Navy; James M. Hash, U.S. Army; Kenneth 
Holcomb, U.S. Army; Arthur L. Hulsey, U.S. 
Navy; Walton R. Humphrey, U.S. Navy; Joe R. 
Irwen, U.S. Marine Corps; Blythe Johnson, 
U.S. Navy; Robert Johnson, U.S. Army; Carl 
R. Lee, U.S. Navy; Elmer H. Lehnick, U.S. 
Army; Delwood Locke, U.S. Navy; Cecil E. 
McCarrell, U.S. Navy; Bill McCarty, U.S. Army; 
James O. McCracken, U.S. Army; Larry M. 
McCracken, U.S. Navy; Arch R. Moseley, U.S. 
Army; Felix P. Mote, U.S. Army; Frank 
Muratori, U.S. Army; Stephen L. Myers, U.S. 
Air Force; Wayne Nevins, U.S. Army; Clar-
ence H. Nichols, U.S. Army; Anthony L. 
Paschel, U.S. Army; Don L. Patterson, U.S. 
Navy; Travis W. Peninger, U.S. Air Force; Jef-
frey W. Pickard, U.S. Navy; Ellis B. Posey, 
U.S. Army; Jerald B. Post, U.S. Navy; Ronnie 
D. Powell, U.S. Army; William N. Quattlebaum, 
U.S. Navy; Ernest H. Ramm, U.S. Army; 
Roger Redman, U.S. Army; Donald E. Ricks, 
U.S. Army; E.J. Riley, U.S. Coast Guard; Joe 
C. Rivera, U.S. Army; Joe M. Rivera, U.S. Air 

Force; William W. Rowell, U.S. Army Air 
Corps; Jacquelynn R. Salek, U.S. Navy; Rich-
ard G. Schacher, U.S. Air Force; Danny W. 
Schilling, U.S. Army; Calvin W. Skipper, U.S. 
Navy; Milton M. Skipper, U.S. Army; David S. 
Stear, U.S. Army; Charles R. Stokesberry, 
U.S. Army Air Corps; Larry D. Teague, U.S. 
Navy; Robert A. Thompson, Sr., U.S. Marine 
Corps; Clifford W. Thornton, U.S. Army; Bobby 
J. Thorpe, U.S. Navy; Brent V. Thorpe, U.S. 
Marine Corps; Fredric E. Tout, U.S. Air Force; 
Scott Tout, U.S. Army; William P. Vann, Texas 
Army National Guard; Eugene S. Waits, U.S. 
Navy; Jack D. Waller, U.S. Army; Butch G. 
Warren, U.S. Navy; Forrest W. Warren, U.S. 
Army; Robert C. Whitney, U.S. Navy; Roy L. 
Wilhite, U.S. Army; Reece Wilterding, U.S. 
Army; James Windor, U.S. Army; Otho 
Wiseman, U.S. Army. 

Mr. Speaker, I am humbled by the oppor-
tunity to meet these men and women who ex-
emplify the greatness of America. The serv-
ices they rendered to our country can never 
be fully repaid, but I hope that when they visit 
Washington, D.C., it will reflect the gratitude 
and respect we have for them. 

Colleagues, please join me in thanking 
these veterans and their families for their ex-
emplary dedication and service to this great 
nation. I would also like to extend a special 
thank you to the local communities, all of the 
volunteers, and Mr. Jack Barnes for their ex-
tensive work in organizing this Honor Flight. 
This trip would not have been possible without 
all of the financial and emotional support of 
the people who have put in so much hard 
work and personal time to make sure this trip 
could be possible. 
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF 
PERRYENE LICKERT 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 19, 2012 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Perryene Lickert on retiring after 
31 years dedicated to civil service at Ft. Knox. 

Since 1981, Ms. Lickert has served our na-
tion in a multitude of capacities. From working 
in the Commissary as a Sales Store Checker 
to working as a Military Personnel Clerk in 
several departments, Ms. Lickert has dedi-
cated her career to a greater cause. 

Next week, Ms. Lickert’s civil service ends 
as a Human Resources Assistant in the 
Health Services Directorate with the U.S. 
Army’s Recruiting Command. 

Upon Ms. Lickert’s retirement, I want to wish 
her well and thank her for her service to both 
the Ft. Knox community as well as our great 
nation. You have made Kentucky’s Second 
Congressional District proud. 
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HONORING THE CENTENNIAL 
CELEBRATION OF THE FOUNDING 
OF NATALIA, TEXAS 

HON. FRANCISCO ‘‘QUICO’’ CANSECO 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 19, 2012 

Mr. CANSECO. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
rise today to recognize and honor the centen-

nial celebration of the founding of Natalia, 
Texas. 

Natalia, which is located approximately 30 
miles southwest of downtown San Antonio, 
was founded in 1912 by the Medina Irrigation 
Company. The town was named after Natalie 
Pearson, daughter of Fred Stark Pearson, who 
oversaw the irrigation company and building of 
the Medina Dam. During the town’s application 
process for a post office the following year, 
Natalie’s name was misspelled and the town 
became known as Natalia. 

After the deaths of Pearson and his wife, 
who were passengers on the ill-fated Lusitania 
which was sunk by German forces in 1915, 
the Medina Irrigation Company went bankrupt 
and was subsequently reorganized under the 
name of Medina Irrigated Farms in 1931. De-
spite the tough economic environment in the 
U.S. during that time, Charles F. C. Ladd was 
successful in selling bonds in the amount of 
$2.5 million to pay for the Medina valley irriga-
tion and to create a new loan fund for pro-
spective land purchasers. As a result, the 
town prospered and increased its population 
from 150 in 1933 to 400 in 1939. 

Today, Natalia is home to more than 1,400 
people and is a vibrant community that is 
home to many families and businesses. Its 
centennial celebration will be marked with 
proud and exciting festivities that symbolize 
Natalia’s wonderful history. I am proud to rec-
ognize this special event and have the oppor-
tunity to represent Natalia in the United States 
House of Representatives. 
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HONORING DAN ANDERSON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 19, 2012 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize the outstanding 
achievement of Dan Anderson of Blue 
Springs, Missouri. Dan was the principal of the 
Blue Springs Freshman Center in Blue 
Springs, Missouri, and is the Missouri Associa-
tion of Secondary School Principals’ Principal 
of the Year. This prestigious award recognizes 
Dan’s ability to excel and impact in the ever- 
demanding role of principal and lead educator 
in all aspects of education. 

Mr. Speaker, Dan’s impact in the areas of 
collaborative leadership, curriculum, instruction 
and assessment, and his personalization of 
the learning environment are stellar and rec-
ognized by his fellow educators, parents, and 
community. The selection was made from 
more than 600 high school principals through-
out the Great State of Missouri. The Blue 
Springs Freshman Center is unique with 1,100 
freshmen students within the Blue Springs 
School District. Dan was able to effectively po-
sition the talent of his team, motivate excel-
lence in his school’s curriculum, and clearly 
communicate purpose with the families and 
community in Blue Springs. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me in ap-
plauding Dan Anderson’s outstanding profes-
sionalism and commitment to educating the 
American youth. I join with Dan’s colleagues, 
family, friends, and students in congratulating 
Dan on his outstanding achievement, and wish 
him good luck in his future endeavors. 
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H.R. 6429, THE STEM JOBS ACT OF 

2012 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 19, 2012 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, my Republican col-
leagues this week are attempting to make a 
case for the importance of education, yet their 
budget this year slashed funding for education 
and for basic and applied research, creating 
barriers for traditional students, returning stu-
dents and worker training. This is not the ap-
proach to ensure our students have the skills 
they need to match the jobs that are available. 
And this is not the approach to capitalize on 
the American ingenuity that will lead to eco-
nomic growth. 

We know that students trained in science, 
technology, engineering and math (STEM), 
are acquiring the skills to fill and succeed at 
the jobs of the future. In order to increase 
American competitiveness, create good paying 
jobs, and ensure our position on the global 
stage, we have to invest in education, worker 
training and research in STEM studies. For 
years in my position as Co-Chair of the Inno-
vation, Competitiveness and Tax Reform Task 
Force of the New Democratic Coalition I have 
called for exactly that—a renewed focus on 
STEM skills in the workforce. 

And not just in our own students, but we 
must also remove the barriers to success for 
international students training in STEM studies 
at U.S. institutions. Instead of sending these 
highly-skilled international students back to 
their native countries, where they contribute to 
the foreign economies we are competing 
against, let’s provide them with visas and let 
the American economy take advantage of 
these skills. 

There is a real opportunity for these highly 
trained international students to achieve the 
American dream and contribute talent, cre-
ativity and innovative skills that will help en-
sure our place in a competitive global econ-
omy. And there is an actual opportunity to get 
something signed into law but we know the 
real work will have to come next Congress, as 
there are few days left to get much done this 
fall. 

America’s future as a global competitor de-
pends on our ability to come together as lead-
ers and make the hard decisions and smart in-
vestments as well as enact the policies that 
put us on a long-term path to prosperity. We 
cannot let America’s future get bogged down 
by politics. There is too much at stake. 
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TRIBUTE TO THREE OLYMPIC 
MEDALISTS KESHIA BAKER, 
NATALIE COUGHLIN AND HEATH-
ER PETRI 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 19, 2012 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate three local heroes from the 
10th District of California, Keshia Baker, Nat-

alie Coughlin and Heather Petri. At the 2012 
London Olympic Games Keshia won the gold 
medal in the Women’s 4x400m relay, Natalie 
won the Bronze in the Women’s 4x100m free-
style swimming relay and Heather won gold as 
part of the Women’s Water Polo team. These 
three inspiring women having assured places 
on the storied list of Olympians from our dis-
trict, and have become role models of our 
community. 

Keshia was a first time Olympian in London 
but you wouldn’t know by the way she carried 
herself. Keshia graduated from Fairfield High 
in 2006 whereupon she attended the Univer-
sity of Oregon. In between setting athletic 
records at Oregon, Keisha started her own 
non-profit supporting young disadvantaged 
student athletes as well as graduating with 
Honors in Psychology. 

Natalie is an Olympic veteran and a national 
household name who has performed at an 
amazing level as a member of the US Wom-
en’s swimming team since 2004. Winning her 
12th medal at the London games, Natalie has 
tied two others as the most highly decorated 
female Olympians in American history. As a 
lifelong resident of Vallejo and a graduate of 
my alma mater CAL, Natalie is and will con-
tinue to be an inspiration within our commu-
nity. 

Heather, a four-time Olympic veteran, has 
competed at a winning level for the past 12 
years. Due in no small part to her excellent 
leadership and tenacity, the US Women’s 
Water Polo Team earned gold in London. This 
was her fourth Olympic medal. Even at a 
young age Heather was an exceptional ath-
lete; a founding member of her high school 
team, and a highly decorated college athlete 
from CAL, her success has been no surprise 
to our community. 

Olympians are more than just exceptional 
athletes, they are exceptional Americans. 
Their ability to hurdle any obstacle, to apply 
hard work, dedication and perseverance to 
their goals embodies the best of the American 
spirit and the American people; they are role 
models to us all and ambassadors for America 
and we thank them. 
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HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL 
WORKERS LOCAL 332 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 19, 2012 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise with my fellow Congress mem-
bers ANNA ESHOO and MIKE HONDA to honor 
the 100th Anniversary of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 332. 

For over a century, the International Broth-
erhood of Electrical Workers Local 332 has 
worked to ensure the safety and well-being of 
its members. 

Established on August 25, 1912, with only 
fourteen members, it has grown today to in-
clude 2,700 men and women striving for the 
highest level of excellence in their trade. Their 
concern for safety, and pursuit for high quality 

education, led to the creation of one of the top 
electrical training facilities in the United States. 

In fact, these skilled workers have been in-
strumental in building Silicon Valley into the 
globally renowned location it is today. Mem-
bers of the Local 332 have participated in 
nearly every major construction project in 
Santa Clara County in the last 100 years; from 
field-pumps and canneries of the early 20th 
century, to the high tech companies that drive 
Silicon Valley’s economy today. 

Just as these tradesmen helped build our 
homes, schools, hospitals, and civic facilities, 
they also have helped shape our community 
and grow our economy. 

Indeed, Local 332’s members contributions 
extend beyond the workplace to building a 
better community. Its members are active vol-
unteers and generous supporters of numerous 
community and non-profit organizations. 

Their civic work has improved the opportuni-
ties and lives of not only their own members, 
but also countless people in Santa Clara 
County. 

Along with myself, Representatives ANNA 
ESHOO and MIKE HONDA also wish to con-
gratulate the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers on its 100 year anniversary, 
and commend them for their work on behalf of 
workers’ rights, craftsmanship, and their com-
mitment to community in Silicon Valley. 

f 

IN HONOR OF CLEVELAND CITY 
COUNCILWOMAN PHYLLIS 
CLEVELAND 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 19, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Cleveland City Councilwoman Phyllis 
Cleveland, who has been serving the Ward 5 
community since being elected to the Cleve-
land City Council in 2005. 

Councilwoman Cleveland has been a long-
time resident of the community which she now 
represents, which includes the Central, North 
Broadway and Kinsman Union neighborhoods. 
The Councilwoman has spent her life in public 
and community service, working for the Cleve-
land Tenants Organization advocating for fair 
and affordable housing for Cuyahoga County 
residents. In 2009, Councilwoman Cleveland 
was chosen by Council President Martin J. 
Sweeney to serve as Majority Leader in the 
City Council. 

Councilwoman Cleveland’s goal for Ward 5 
has always been to build a strong connection 
between residents and the community by 
keeping the neighborhood safe, clean, and af-
fordable. To do this, she has supported pro-
grams to clear the city of vacant and aban-
doned housing, replacing it with new houses 
and businesses. She has continued the com-
munity and economic development started by 
Mayor Frank G. Jackson when he was the 
Ward 5 Councilman. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the accomplishments of Council-
woman Phyllis Cleveland. 
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