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| am proud to introduce the Medicare transi-
tional Care Act of 2012, legislation to aid pa-
tient transitions from one care setting to an-
other within our health care system. The legis-
lation will improve patient health outcomes, re-
duce hospital readmissions, and save valuable
healthcare resources.

When people leave the hospital after an op-
eration or illness, they are often overwhelmed
by a complicated and risky road to recovery.
Patients frequently report difficulty remem-
bering clinical instructions, confusion over
medications, and in cases where multiple pro-
viders are involved, can receive conflicting in-
structions from different providers.

A study published in April 2009 in the New
England Journal of Medicine found that almost
one third of Medicare beneficiaries studied
who were discharged from a hospital were re-
hospitalized within 90 days. Additionally, one-
half of the individuals re-hospitalized had not
visited a physician since their discharge, sug-
gesting a lack of follow-up care. The study es-
timated that Medicare spent $17.4 billion in
2004 on unplanned re-hospitalizations.

In its June 2012 Report, Medicare Payment
Advisory Commission, MedPAC, highlighted
the need for an explicit payment for transi-
tional care services, given the documented
evidence that effective and coordinated care
transitions improve health outcomes, reduce
readmission rates, and generate significant
savings to the U.S. health care system. The
Congressional Budget Office has echoed
these findings. In a report documenting les-
sons from Medicare’s demonstration projects,
the CBO emphasized that “programs that
smoothed transitions (for example, by pro-
viding additional education and support to pa-
tients moving from a hospital to a nursing fa-
cility or between a primary care provider and
a specialist) tended to have fewer hospital ad-
missions.”

There are some well-established and peer-
reviewed programs that could be adopted. For
example, the Transitions Care Model, which
assigns a transitional care nurse during the
transition period, has resulted in cost savings
of approximately $5,000 per patient. Other
models also have demonstrated savings, such
as the Care Transitions Intervention model,
which provides patients with a transitions
coach and self-management tools, has re-
duced hospital readmission rates from 20 per-
cent to 12.8 percent, while Project Better Out-
comes for Older adults through Safe Transi-
tions, BOOST, which provides hospitals with
management tools and mentoring programs to
improve the discharge transition process, re-
sulted in lower rates of mortality and 30-day
readmissions rates dropped from 25.5 percent
to 8.5 percent for those under age 70.

It is our hope that stakeholders involved in
the care delivery system will carefully evaluate
this legislation and provide comments or sug-
gested improvements to me and the other
sponsors. We are interested in ensuring that
the legislation’s terms are adequately tailored
to the different circumstances and settings in
which these transitions occur.

Providing a transitional care benefit within
Medicare will help coordinate care, develop a
care plan for patients and their caregivers,
identify potential health risks, and prevent un-
necessary hospitalizations. | thank my cospon-
sors and look forward to working with my col-
leagues to advance this legislation.
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IN HONOR OF MR. DALE MILLER
HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 14, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Dale Miller, a member of the Cuya-
hoga County Council serving the Second Dis-
trict.

Councilman Miller was born in Cleveland,
Ohio in 1949 and graduated from Garfield
Heights High School in 1967. He attended
Case Western Reserve University in Cleve-
land, earning a bachelors degree in psy-
chology. Dale later earned a doctoral degree
in clinical psychology from the University of
Utah, before eventually returning to his home-
town of Cleveland shortly after graduation.

Dale has been active in public service
throughout his life. As a college student, he
was an intern for United States Senator How-
ard Metzenbaum. He served on the Cleveland
City Council for nine terms beginning in 1979,
in the Ohio House of Representatives from
1997 to 2006, and in the Ohio Senate from
2006 to 2010. He chose not to seek reelection
to the Ohio Senate in 2010, deciding instead
to run for the new Cuyahoga County Council.

Throughout his career, Miller has been hon-
ored on numerous occasions. He is the recipi-
ent of a Louis Stokes Award, State Leadership
Award, and Community Leadership Award. He
was also named the Legislator of the Year by
the AFL-CIO and Public Children’s Associa-
tion of Ohio in 2005.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring my friend, Dale Miller, a member
of the Cuyahoga County Council with a proven
dedication to serving his fellow Ohioans for
more than 30 years.

HONORING GEORGE BROWN
HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 14, 2012

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, George Brown
has served as the City Clerk of the City of
Mount Vernon since 2009 and before that as
Deputy City Clerk from 2004. He is a native
son of the City who received his primary edu-
cation there. He went on to graduate with an
Associates Degree in Applied Science from
the Business Institute of Westchester and a
Bachelor of Science Degree from Manhattan
College.

He retired from Consolidated Edison to
bring his 32 years of corporate experience in
Customer Service, Accounting, Conflict Reso-
lution, and Corporate Safety to City govern-
ance. He is involved with and received awards
from many community and civic organizations.
He has volunteered as a Celebrity Chef Cook
for the YMCA and Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
was Event Co-Chairperson for Mount Vernon
Relay for Life of the American Cancer Society,
and Team Captain of Harlem Relay for Life of
American Cancer Society.

He is a District Leader of the Mount Vernon
Democrat City Committee, a member of the
Black Democrats of Westchester, Past Vice
President of the Mount Vernon Boys and Girls
Club Board of Directors, Prince Hall Mason of
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the State of New York, St. Joseph Lodge #117
F&AM, having served 12 years as Grand Lec-
turer under five Grand Masters. He received
the 33rd Degree, the highest degree in Ma-
sonry in May 2009. He has been a member of
Elejmal Temple #185 of the AEAONMS INC.
since 1994 and in December, 2011 was elect-
ed lllustrious Potentate of Elejmal Temple
#185.

George Brown is first and foremost a family
man and one who loves laughter. He is also
devoutly spiritual and every Sunday you will
find him at the Greater Centennial AME Zion
Church, where he is a proud member.

He is a man of the community, one who is
unselfish in giving to his community. It is be-
cause of people like George Brown that com-
munities grow and prosper and | am proud to
join in honoring him for his service to his com-
munity.

———

INTERNATIONAL CONSERVATION
CORPS ACT OF 2012

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 14, 2012

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, today | am
pleased to join my colleague ANDER CREN-
SHAW in introducing the “International Con-
servation Corps Act of 2012” (ICCA), legisla-
tion that will mobilize our large and growing
community of retired conservation experts, in
a voluntary capacity, to support the efforts of
developing countries to sustainably manage
their natural resources.

There is a significant deficit in the capability
of most developing countries to successfully
manage their natural resources, which is fun-
damental to sustainable development, poverty
alleviation, conflict avoidance, good govern-
ance, and regional security. Countries with a
great wealth of natural resources are often
cursed with devastating poverty, corruption
and civil war arising from disputes over control
and distribution of these resources.

The International Conservation Corps Act
will harness the vast experience of the United
States in natural resource management and
connect it with developing countries to help
them operate and develop more sustainable
programs. Modeled after the Peace Corps, the
ICCA program would offer retired land man-
agers, both public and private sector employ-
ees, geologists, biologists, and park rangers
the opportunity to volunteer their services to
the foreign country. The ICCA would cover the
expenses necessary to deploy volunteers in
other countries such as airfare, food, and
lodging. The program will utilize volunteers
who have long practical experience and are
respected in their fields, and who are enthusi-
astic about opportunities to apply their knowl-
edge and skills to assist other countries.

Under this proposal, the State Department
would screen foreign government requests for
assistance. Cleared requests would be for-
warded to the Interior Department which would
craft a prospectus that awards competitive
grants to the nonprofit that assembles the best
volunteer team and most meritorious applica-
tion. Federal administrative costs would be
minimal, ensuring tax payer funds are spent
almost exclusively on “boots on the ground.”
No more than $10 million could be appro-
priated per year. The cost of this program
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would be fully offset with savings from unex-
pended balances.

This proposal will be both a modest commit-
ment and highly effective way to stretch our
foreign aid dollars in advancing our national
security interests of environmental steward-
ship, conflict avoidance, sustainable develop-
ment and poverty alleviation.

| urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation. Let's take advantage of this
unique opportunity represented by the wave of
highly qualified retiring U.S. professionals to
help developing countries establish good gov-
ernance.

————

IN HONOR OF OHIO STATE
REPRESENTATIVE BILL PATMON

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 14, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor State Representative Bill Patmon of
Ohio’s 10th House District.

Representative Patmon served as a mem-
ber of the Cleveland City Council for 12 years
between 1990 and 2001. During his time as a
Councilman, he served as Chairman of the
Council Finance Committee and the Employ-
ment and Affirmative Action Committee as well
as Vice Chairman of the Safety, Community
Development, and Utilities Committee. Fol-
lowing his tenure as Councilman, Representa-
tive Patmon was then elected to the Ohio
State Congress in 2011 where he sits as a
member of the Education; State Government
and Elections; and Transportation, Public
Safety, and Homeland Security Committees.

Representative Patmon has been a member
of the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, a member of the
Board of Trustees for the Regional Transit Au-
thority, a Special Consultant to the late Coun-
cilwoman, Fannie M. Lewis, and a member of
the Harvard University Professional Fellows
Program at the John F. Kennedy School of
Government.

He is currently the President of East Erie
Enterprise LLC which provides professional
consulting in regards to community, economic
development, and municipal finance. He is
also a political analyst for the local Channel 3
News station. Representative Patmon is the
proud recipient of such honors as the 1997
National League of Cities Cultural Diversity
Award.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring the achievements of State Rep-
resentative Bill Patmon.

HONORING SUSAN BRADLEY
HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 14, 2012

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation.

Whereas, Forty years ago a virtuous woman
of God accepted her calling to serve in the
Federal Government at the Centers for Dis-
ease Control; and

Whereas, Ms. Susan Bradley began her ca-
reer with the CDC with a willingness to lead

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

and a passion to serve. Today she retires
after providing exemplary service to the CDC
and our community, and

Whereas, this phenomenal woman has
shared her time and talents, giving the citizens
of our district a friend to help those in need,
a fearless leader and a servant to all wanting
to ensure that the system works for everyone;
and

Whereas, Ms. Susan Bradley is a corner-
stone in our community that has enhanced the
lives of thousands for the betterment of our
District and Nation; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Ms. Susan Brad-
ley on her retirement from the CDC and to
wish her well in her new endeavors;

Now Therefore, |, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim August 30, 2012
as Ms. Susan Bradley Day In the 4th Con-
gressional District of Georgia.

Proclaimed, This 30th day of August, 2012.

CONGRATULATING DR. THOMAS K.
MCcINERNY, THE NEW PRESI-
DENT-ELECT OF THE AMERICAN
ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 14, 2012

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, it is my es-
teemed honor and privilege to recognize Dr.
Thomas K. Mclnerny of Rochester, N.Y., as
the next elected President of the American
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP). The AAP is the
nation’s largest pediatric organization, with a
membership of 60,000 primary care pediatri-
cians, pediatric medical subspecialists, and
pediatric surgical specialists dedicated to the
health, safety, and well-being of infants, chil-
dren, adolescents, and young adults.

Dr. Mclnerny is Associate Chair for Clinical
Affairs and Professor of Pediatrics at the Uni-
versity of Rochester Medical Center and
Golisano Children’s Hospital, and has worked
as a primary care pediatrician at Panorama
Pediatric Group in Rochester, N.Y., for 40
years. After earning his medical degree at
Harvard Medical School, Dr. Mclnerny com-
pleted his residency at Cincinnati Children’s
Hospital and Boston Children’s Hospital. Dr.
Mclnerny has held numerous elected and ap-
pointed positions, including the AAP Task
Force on Mental Health, the Task Force on
Immunization, and the Steering Committee on
Quality Improvement and Management. He
has served as President of Chapter I, District
Il (Upstate NY), Treasurer of District Il, and
has served on the board of directors and as
chief medical officer of the Rochester Commu-
nity Individual Practice Association, a physi-
cian-run organization dedicated to maintaining
a community-wide panel of health care profes-
sionals to provide high quality, cost-effective,
and accessible health care to 500,000 resi-
dents of the Greater Rochester Area.

It is our responsibility to ensure that children
grow up in a safe and healthy environment—
protecting children’s health must be our top
priority. This is why | am so pleased to see
that dedicated doctors such as Dr. Mclnerny
are recognized for their achievements.

Dr. Mclnerny has spent decades working to
protect the children and families of the Roch-
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ester area and now has the opportunity to
broaden his positive impact nationwide. As
President-elect, Dr. Mclnerny has stated that
he will work with legislators and stakeholders
to ensure that children have access to quality
health care. | am confident that Dr. Mclnerny
will be a strong and dedicated leader in pro-
tecting the health of our nation’s children.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in warmly congratulating Dr. Mclnerny upon
his election as President of AAP.

————

IN HONOR OF OHIO STATE
REPRESENTATIVE MIKE DOVILLA

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 14, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor State Representative Mike Dovilla of
Ohio’s 18th House District.

In addition to being a State Representative,
Mr. Dovilla is also a U.S. Navy veteran, small
business owner, adjunct professor and non-
profit leader.

Representative Dovilla is a Lieutenant in the
U.S. Navy Reserves with over eight years of
commissioned service, including a 12-month
deployment to Irag. While in Irag, he served
as Deputy Officer-in-Charge leading a 25-per-
son Baghdad-based intelligence headquarters
which acted as a counter-improvised explosive
device brigade. His reserve assignments have
included a position with the Chief Naval Oper-
ations and the Office of Naval Intelligence. He
is currently serving with a U.S. Forces, Japan
reserve unit in Akron, Ohio. His military
awards include the Defense Meritorious Serv-
ice Medal, the Navy and Marine Corps
Achievement Medal, and the Army Achieve-
ment Medal.

Outside of the military, Representative
Dovilla has served as a Presidential appointee
at the U.S. Office of Personnel Management;
a senior advisor to former U.S. Senator,
George Voinovich; a Presidential Management
Fellow at the U.S. Department of State; a
manager of The Dovilla Group—his strategic
consulting firm; a German Marshall Fund of
the United States’ American Marshall Memo-
rial Fellow; a volunteer at University Hospitals
Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital; and
a member of the Kiwanis Club of Berea,
American Legion Post 91 in Berea, and Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post 3445 of
Strongsville. He was elected to the Ohio Gen-
eral Assembly in 2010 where he is currently
serving his first term.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring the achievements of State Rep-
resentative Mike Dovilla.

IN RECOGNITION OF
BARCELONETA, PUERTO RICO

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 14, 2012

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate Barceloneta, Puerto Rico on its rec-
ognition at the Puerto Rican Heritage State-
wide Parade of New Jersey’s 51st Annual
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