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HONORING GLORIA GRIFFIN 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 10, 2012 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to honor the life and work of Gloria Griffin, a 
pioneer who dedicated her career to improving 
women’s status in Minnesota. 

Gloria Griffin was born in Iowa, grew up in 
California, and started her career in New York 
City as art director at Harper’s Bazaar and 
Good Housekeeping. In 1967, she moved to 
Minnesota with her husband and their four 
children. In 1976, she entered politics as the 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor-endorsed candidate 
for Minnesota’s Second Congressional District. 
She lost the race to the incumbent, but Gov-
ernor Rudy Perpich recognized her potential 
and appointed her as Chair of his newly cre-
ated Open Appointments Commission, where 
she helped change the face of government by 
placing more women and minorities in impor-
tant positions. 

After the 1980 election, when Gloria wit-
nessed that ‘‘women and children lost big in 
the legislature,’’ 23 organizations came to-
gether to create the Minnesota Women’s Con-
sortium. Gloria was unanimously elected as 
the first Coordinator, and led the Consortium 
for 15 years. Under her leadership, the Con-
sortium achieved significant milestones that 
helped it grow into the largest association of 
women’s organizations in the country. 

For the better part of a decade, the Min-
nesota Women’s Consortium was run out of a 
small storefront office. In 1988, Gloria Griffin 
led a group of women who transformed a de-
crepit building near the State Capitol into the 
Minnesota Women’s Building at 550 Rice 
Street. Gloria not only oversaw the new head-
quarters, but with cooperation from the 
League of Women Voters Education Fund, 
Chrysalis, and the Minnesota Women’s Con-
sortium, the building was purchased and ren-
ovated debt-free. 

Gloria Griffin was the key to many more ac-
complishments and victories. In 1990, under 
pressure from anti-abortion groups, the Dayton 
Hudson Foundation withdrew their funding for 
Planned Parenthood of Minnesota’s edu-
cational programs. Gloria, along with thou-
sands of women across Minnesota, was out-
raged at the defunding of these teen preg-
nancy prevention programs. She correctly pre-
dicted that this would only be a ‘‘momentary 
mistake,’’ and organized a successful cam-
paign that resulted in Dayton Hudson revers-
ing its decision and restoring funding. 

Gloria Griffin was not only a leader on wom-
en’s policy issues; she was also a mentor to 
individual women. In the years to come, her 
championship of women earned her numerous 
awards, including the YWCA St. Paul Leader-
ship Award for Outstanding Contribution to 
Government/Politics, Women of Distinction 
Award from Soroptimist International for her 
accomplishments in Human Rights/Advance-
ment of the Status of Women, the Ann Ban-
croft Dream Maker Award for Achievement 
and Leadership, and the DFL Woman of Dis-
tinction Award. 

Mr. Speaker, in honor of Gloria Griffin’s 
steadfast commitment to the advancement of 
women’s lives, I am pleased to submit this 
statement for the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

IN HONOR OF THE HUNGARIAN 
SCOUTS 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 10, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the Hungarian Scouts. 

The first Hungarian Scout group to form in 
the United States was founded in Cleveland, 
Ohio in 1951. By the fall of that year, two 
troops, one East side and one West side, had 
formed and registered with the Boy Scouts of 
America. In 1952, the Hungarian Scouts ex-
panded and formed a girls’ troop. By 1957, the 
girls’ troop had also split into two groups lo-
cated in the same neighborhoods as the boys’ 
East and West side versions. 

In 1973, the Hungarian Scout Folk Ensem-
ble was created in order to study Hungarian 
culture and teach it the Hungarian youth. The 
Ensemble aims to preserve dying folk arts of 
the Hungarians in the Carpathian basin and 
pass them on to the public and future genera-
tions. Their performances include lively song, 
dance, and music accompanied by true-to-cul-
ture costumes. 

Each year the Hungarian Scout Folk En-
semble performs at the Hungarian Festival 
held in the Greater Cleveland area during 
Labor Day weekend. This year marks the 57th 
annual festival. Celebrations begin on Sunday, 
September 2nd with a twelve o’clock Hun-
garian mass followed by the opening of the 
kitchens at one o’clock serving traditional Hun-
garian fare such as goulash, chicken 
papriakas and dumplings, and a variety of 
pastries. Throughout the day events include 
soccer matches, free animal programs, chal-
lenging children’s games, folk art presen-
tations and authentic Hungarian music capped 
off by the performance of the Hungarian Scout 
Folk Ensemble. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the Hungarian Scouts. 

f 

EASTERN WEST VIRGINIA 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 10, 2012 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
congratulate the Eastern West Virginia Com-
munity Foundation on obtaining their National 
Standards for U.S. Community FoundationsTM 
accreditation from the Community Foundations 
National Standards Board. 

The Community Foundations National 
Standards Board was established as a sup-
porting organization of the Council on Founda-
tions, a nonprofit membership association of 
grant making foundations and corporations, to 
administer the National Standards. This board 
is responsible for upholding the quality, value, 
and integrity of the National Standards for 
U.S. Community FoundationsTM, the first and 
only accreditation program of its kind. 

In the United States, community foundations 
serve tens of thousands of donors, administer 
more than $40 billion in charitable funds, and 
address the core concerns of more than 700 
communities and regions. With such a pres-

ence—nationally and within local commu-
nities—comes responsibility. 

Achieving confirmation and reconfirming 
compliance with National Standards is a rig-
orous process, guaranteeing that every com-
munity foundation that receives the designa-
tion has adhered to excellent philanthropic 
practice. This program requires community 
foundations to document their policies for gov-
ernance, donor services, investments, 
grantmaking, community leadership, and ad-
ministration. 

The Eastern West Virginia Community 
Foundation of Martinsburg, West Virginia has 
obtained its National Standards accreditation 
by demonstrating a commitment to operational 
quality, integrity, accountability, and adherence 
to the highest standards for grantmaking. 

On behalf of the residents of Martinsburg, I 
congratulate the Eastern West Virginia Com-
munity Foundation on receiving its National 
Standards accreditation and commend the 
foundation’s dedicated service to Martinsburg 
and communities in West Virginia. 

f 

CONGRATULATORY REMARKS FOR 
OBTAINING THE RANK OF EAGLE 
SCOUT—TRACY MURPHY 

HON. SANDY ADAMS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 10, 2012 

Mrs. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
congratulate Tracy Murphy for achieving the 
rank of Eagle Scout. 

For his Eagle Scout project, Tracy provided 
benches for resting on a local hiking trail. 
Throughout the history of the Boy Scouts of 
America, the rank of Eagle Scout has only 
been attained through dedication to concepts 
such as honor, duty, country and charity. By 
applying these concepts to daily life, Tracy 
has proven his true and complete under-
standing of their meanings, and thereby de-
serves this honor. 

I offer my congratulations on a job well done 
and best wishes for the future. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE WOMEN PEACE-
MAKERS PROGRAM AT THE UNI-
VERSITY OF SAN DIEGO ON ITS 
10TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 10, 2012 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
wish to pay tribute today to the Women 
PeaceMakers Program at the University of 
San Diego, which celebrates its 10th anniver-
sary this year. 

The award-winning Women PeaceMakers 
Program, which is based at the university’s 
Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & Justice, 
IPJ, documents the stories and practices of 
international women leaders who are involved 
in human rights and peacemaking efforts in 
their home countries. It was founded on the 
idea that history is rarely recorded from wom-
en’s perspectives, especially women on the 
frontlines of efforts to end violence and secure 
peace. 
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In 2011, the power of such documentation 

was confirmed when three women received 
the Nobel Peace Prize. One was Leymah 
Gbowee, whose story of pushing for peace in 
Liberia might have been forgotten if not for the 
documentary ‘‘Pray the Devil Back to Hell.’’ 
Similarly, the Women PeaceMakers Program 
in San Diego records the stories that are over-
looked or neglected in the media and in his-
tory books. 

To date, the program has documented the 
stories of 35 Women PeaceMakers from 30 
countries. This year it has selected four more 
women, from Colombia, Kenya, Nepal and the 
Solomon Islands, to reside for two months on 
the campus of the University of San Diego 
and have their stories recorded by profes-
sional writers and a documentary film team. 
The location of the university, overlooking San 
Diego’s Mission Bay and the Pacific Ocean, is 
an idyllic one for rest and reflection for women 
who often face violence on a daily basis, and 
who must struggle for space and security to 
do their work for peace. 

The process of reflection that the women 
undertake as they share their stories, contem-
plating their motivation to become leaders, 
and why the initiatives they developed were 
successful teaches them how to be more ef-
fective peacebuilders when they return to their 
countries. 

It is not only the professional writers, how-
ever, who get to hear the women’s stories and 
learn of their methods of building peace. Mem-
bers of the local community, as well as stu-
dents and professors at the University of San 
Diego and neighboring schools and colleges, 
have the opportunity to attend the Women 
PeaceMakers’ lectures and other public 
events, and those events are often streamed 
live online for national and international audi-
ences as well. Last year, the university re-
ceived the Senator Paul Simon Spotlight 
Award from NAFSA: The Association of Inter-
national Educators, in recognition of the 
Women PeaceMakers Program and its suc-
cess in internationalizing the campus. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating the Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace & 
Justice and the University of San Diego on a 
momentous 10th year of the Women Peace-
Makers Program. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PLAINFIELD 
MAYOR SHARON ROBINSON-BRIGGS 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 10, 2012 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Mayor Sharon Robinson-Briggs 
as she is honored by the New Jersey State 
Conference of the NAACP at its 2012 Annual 
NJ NAACP State Convention. As the NJ 
NAACP celebrates African-American mayors 
throughout New Jersey, Mayor Robinson- 
Briggs should also be recognized as the first 
female Mayor of the City of Plainfield. 

Serving as mayor of the City of Plainfield 
since 2006, Mayor Robinson-Briggs has com-
mitted herself to the residents of Plainfield by 
creating a Welcome Desk at City Hall, a Com-
munity Garden for the city and a Feed the 
Children program to provide groceries to local 
families. She has established herself as an 

advocate for the community of Plainfield and 
all of the residents of New Jersey, partici-
pating in several organizations, including the 
NJ State NAACP Executive Committee; the 
American Cancer Society; the American Dia-
betes Association; and the NJ Sharing Net-
work, which strives to promote organ and tis-
sue donation. She is also an exemplary lead-
er, having served as past president of the 
Plainfield Board of Education and past presi-
dent of the Plainfield Area NAACP. 

Mayor Robinson-Briggs has been com-
mended by several organizations for her ef-
forts on behalf of the residents of Plainfield 
and New Jersey. The State NAACP, as well 
as the Plainfield Area NAACP and Regional 
NAACP, have honored her with Certificates of 
Achievement. The YMCA of New Jersey also 
decorated Mayor Robinson-Briggs with the Mi-
nority Achievement Award. Her dedication to 
the community is demonstrated in her many 
accomplishments. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in 
honoring Mayor Sharon Robinson-Briggs as 
the NJ State NAACP gathers to celebrate its 
annual convention. It is my hope that my col-
leagues will join me in thanking her for her 
leadership and service to the City of Plainfield. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MS. MARGARET 
‘‘PEG’’ BARKER 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 10, 2012 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Ms. Margaret ‘‘Peg’’ Barker for her tire-
less service to Maple Shade Township, New 
Jersey. Ms. Barker was a pillar of her commu-
nity who ceaselessly worked to end adult illit-
eracy and protect the natural resources of 
Maple Shade Township. 

Ms. Barker was a tireless advocate for lit-
eracy. As the founder of the Maple Shade 
Friends of Literacy organization, she tutored 
international residents so they could learn to 
read and write in the English language. Ms. 
Barker volunteered a majority of her time 
teaching English because she viewed books 
as a window to knowledge and satisfying curi-
osity. She wanted other residents to have the 
ability to enjoy reading and writing as much as 
she did. 

However, Maple Shade Friends of Literacy 
was only the beginning of Ms. Barker’s service 
to her community. She was a member of sev-
eral town planning committees and various en-
vironmental committees that were dedicated to 
improving the lives of residents in Maple 
Shade. As a member of the Pennsauken 
Water Shed Committee, Ms. Barker volun-
teered her efforts protecting the environment 
by making sure that the water shed was safe 
for fellow residents. Furthermore, on her own 
time, Ms. Barker volunteered by mapping and 
marking every storm drain in the town of 
Maple Shade in order to protect turtles. Ms. 
Barker was dedicated to protecting the envi-
ronment, but also extended her services to 
help the residents of Maple Shade in any way 
she could. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Barker’s endless commit-
ment to Maple Shade Township should not go 
unrecognized. I join the township and all of 
South Jersey in paying tribute to this excep-
tional woman. 

SUPPORT OF THE BETTER 
BUSINESS BUREAU 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 10, 2012 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the nation’s Better Business Bu-
reaus (‘‘BBB’’; originally known as Advertising 
Vigilance Committees). 

The BBBs came into being at the annual 
meeting of the Associated Advertising Clubs of 
America in May, 1912, following an editorial in 
Printer’s Ink magazine challenging false and 
misleading advertising. The first such Vigi-
lance Committee was organized later that year 
by a group of industry leaders in the fight for 
truth in advertising and selling. 

BBBs are private, non-profit organizations 
collectively constituting the United States’ old-
est and largest grassroots business self-regu-
latory organizations and pre-date the creation 
of the U.S. government’s Federal Trade Com-
mission by two years. Today, they consist of 
116 independent BBB offices serving every 
market area in the United States, an additional 
10 international offices serving Canada, and a 
national coordinating office located in Arling-
ton, Virginia. 

Over the past 100 years, BBB’s have 
sought to foster an ethical marketplace where 
buyers and sellers can trust each other—ad-
vancing marketplace trust by creating commu-
nities of trustworthy businesses, setting stand-
ards, encouraging and supporting best prac-
tices, celebrating marketplace role models, 
and denouncing substandard marketplace be-
havior. 

Throughout the 1920s—at a time when per-
nicious investment frauds and schemes threat-
ened to undermine public trust in securities 
markets—BBBs across the country served the 
nation as a de facto securities regulator until 
the creation of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission in 1934. During the Great De-
pression of the 1930s, the nation’s BBBs were 
nearly alone in their fight to promote ‘‘Truth in 
Advertising’’ and protect the public from the 
myriad frauds and schemes that preyed on the 
nation’s beleaguered consumers. During the 
1940s, BBBs conducted a relentless effort to 
educate and protect families on the home front 
from a number of war-related schemes and 
provided major technical assistance to the 
U.S. Government’s efforts to coordinate war 
relief. As U.S. and Canadian soldiers returned 
from the war, and throughout the dramatic 
economic expansion of the 1950s, BBBs 
helped educate veterans and their families on 
a wide variety of marketplace trust issues— 
significantly expanding ‘‘truth in advertising’’ 
review, consumer complaint handling and the 
availability of consumer information—all at no 
cost to North American taxpayers. 

The BBB system responded to the chal-
lenges of the consumer revolution of the late- 
1960s by merging activities of its National 
BBB and its Association of BBBs—under the 
leadership of businessmen Henry Ford II and 
Elisha (‘‘Bud’’) Gray II—into a single, inter-
national organization—the Council of Better 
Business Bureaus. In the period following the 
creation of that new coordinating body, the 
BBB system: 

Launched its National Advertising Division 
and National Advertising Review Board (in a 
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