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East. Because I am co-chair of two Israel cau-
cuses, she has coordinated various briefings 
and meetings on my behalf. 

Kristine graduated from Grove City College 
in December, 2007 with a Bachelor of Arts in 
History and certification in Secondary Edu-
cation Social Science. 

She is the daughter of Richard and Berit 
Michalson of Ramsey, New Jersey, and is sis-
ter to Jacob and Andrew. She has worked 
hard for the people of Colorado. Her conserv-
ative and Christian values are needed today 
more than ever. So while I will miss her and 
her contribution greatly, I know that she will 
provide great service to our country in the fu-
ture. I truly believe God will bless her in her 
future endeavors. 

f 

THE KEEP AMERICA SECURE ACT 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2012 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to take a bold step to keep America secure 
and rebuild our domestic electronics sector. 
Today I am introducing the ‘‘Keep America 
Secure Act,’’ legislation that directs the De-
partment of Defense (DoD) and the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (DHS) to only pur-
chase electronic components that are manu-
factured in the United States. These electronic 
components—including computer chips, com-
munications devices, and guidance systems— 
are used in crucial defense and homeland se-
curity equipment. This bill is the perfect com-
plement to our ongoing efforts to enhance 
‘‘Buy American’’ requirements and to ensure 
that all DoD and DHS equipment be Made-In- 
America. 

If we are to maintain the most advanced 
military force, with the most advanced weap-
onry, we must have a dedicated stream of do-
mestically produced parts. Regrettably, today 
this simply is not happening. Our armed forces 
dependence on foreign parts has major secu-
rity ramifications. From missiles to computers, 
much of our crucial defense and homeland se-
curity equipment relies on sophisticated elec-
tronic components to function. We must act 
now to eliminate our reliance on foreign elec-
tronic components in our defense systems. 

In May 2012 the Senate Armed Services 
Committee concluded a yearlong investigation 
that found a substantial increase in the num-
ber of counterfeit electronic parts used in the 
production of sensitive military equipment. The 
Committee noted, ‘‘Our report outlines how 
this flood of counterfeit parts, overwhelmingly 
from China, threatens national security, the 
safety of our troops and American jobs.’’ 

Furthermore, the SASC report found ap-
proximately 1,800 cases of counterfeit parts in 
U.S. Military Aircraft while noting that both de-
fense contractors and the Department of De-
fense lack an adequate understanding of the 
depth and severity of the problem. My legisla-
tion will ensure that no counterfeit parts ever 
find their way into any U.S. military aircraft by 
requiring that these parts be made right here 
at home. And, for the first time, it will require 
the Federal Aviation Administration to formu-
late rules to ensure no counterfeit parts are 
making their way into passenger aircraft as 
well. 

When Operation Iraqi Freedom began in 
March 2003, a Swiss company stopped ship-
ments of a crucial guidance system compo-
nent for U.S. smart bombs. Both these inci-
dents could have resulted in U.S. forces being 
in harm’s way without necessary tools to de-
fend themselves. Fortunately, neither incident 
caused threats to our troops, but they clearly 
demonstrate the need to protect our produc-
tion supply lines from being cut, especially in 
times of war. 

Similarly, during the first Gulf War, the 
United States was forced to turn to Japan— 
not once, but on three separate occasions— 
for essential parts in the production of the Pa-
triot Missile. 

Additionally, Mr. Speaker, as one who is 
very concerned about the state of domestic 
manufacturing, I strongly believe that the Keep 
America Secure Act will help re-ignite our 
high-tech sector. Between 2000 and 2010 the 
United States lost more than 5 million manu-
facturing jobs. 

The Keep America Secure Act would help 
promote the remaining U.S. high tech firms. 
We need to rebuild the domestic electronic 
components industry, and this bill will help us 
do it. 

We have spent the last ten years rebuilding 
Iraq and Afghanistan while continuing to ne-
glect our weakening manufacture sector here 
at home. Congress must make a commitment 
to rebuilding our domestic manufacturing base 
and to ensuring that our courageous defend-
ers continue to have the best equipment avail-
able. And as our economy suffers, let us give 
the manufacturing sector a needed shot in the 
arm. Unless Congress stands up and puts a 
halt to it we will eventually be at the mercy of 
any adversary who controls the manufacturing 
of our weapons or the critical components of 
our weapons. 

Mr. Speaker, in the days to come, I will look 
to my like-minded friends, on both sides of the 
aisle, and say to my colleagues: let’s work to-
gether to keep America secure. 
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INTRODUCING TRANSPARENCY 
FOR LETHAL CONTROL ACT 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2012 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce the Transparency for Lethal 
Control Act (TLC), legislation requiring the 
United States Department of Agriculture to 
publish clear and accessible information on 
animals killed through the Wildlife Services 
program of the Animal Health and Inspection 
Service. 

The Wildlife Services program is responsible 
for intervening in situations when an animal is 
considered a threat or serious nuisance to hu-
mans. In some cases, animals are killed to ful-
fill this mission. 

Efforts to gather adequate information re-
garding Wildlife Services operations have 
been difficult. The USDA has not made de-
tailed data available to the public relating to 
where, why, how, and which animals have 
been killed. This lack of transparency and 
public reporting makes oversight impossible. 
The USDA could be acting inappropriately or 
recklessly and without this data, we can’t 

know. That is why I am introducing legislation 
to require the USDA to publish kill data online 
by state, county (or other similar political sub-
division), and municipality. 

The killing of animals should not be a rou-
tine or reflexive government response. It 
should only be undertaken, if at all, after care-
ful deliberation and under strict supervision. 
For that reason, the public and Congress need 
to have the opportunity for vigorous oversight 
to ensure that the USDA is acting appro-
priately and considering all cheaper and more 
humane alternatives. 

Congress must improve oversight of the 
Wildlife Services program and ensure that the 
USDA is using tax dollars efficiently and ap-
propriately. I urge passage of the Trans-
parency for Lethal Control Act (TLC). 
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA PAIN-CA-
PABLE UNBORN CHILD PROTEC-
TION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 31, 2012 

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to applaud, yes applaud, my Re-
publican colleagues, who voted this week with 
the Democrats to reject the anti-choice legisla-
tion H.R. 3803 D.C., the 20 Week Abortion 
Ban Bill. This bill was rejected by a vote of 
220 to 154. 

Had it passed, H.R. 3803 would have con-
tained no exception for rape or incest, for 
medically futile pregnancies, or for the health 
of the woman—forcing pregnant women facing 
medical complications to wait until their condi-
tions become life-threatening before termi-
nation of the pregnancy becomes an option. 
Additionally, under this piece of legislation, 
doctors could face two years in prison and 
fines of up to $250,000 for performing abor-
tions and could be sued by their patients or 
their patients’ families. 

This bill would have not only harmed 
women, but also is unconstitutional since this 
legislation absolutely goes against current law 
as established in 1973 by Roe v. Wade. Here-
in lies the irony of the bill, Republicans, espe-
cially those who are members of the Tea 
Party, constantly espouse their support and 
respect for the law, yet they conveniently for-
get the fact that Roe v. Wade is the law of the 
land. Trying to circumvent that law, which this 
bill attempted to do, is in fact unconstitutional. 

My colleague Delegate ELEANOR HOLMES 
NORTON, who is the only duly elected rep-
resentative for Washington, D.C. in Congress, 
was even denied an opportunity to testify dur-
ing a hearing on this bill. Even the Repub-
licans know that this bill is a travesty of jus-
tice! 

No matter what a person believes about 
abortion, everyone can agree that we should 
reduce the number of unintended pregnancies 
and the need for abortions. Abortion should be 
a last option, not a form of birth control. In 
order to reduce the demand for abortion, we 
must provide our children with comprehensive 
sex education and access to safe and afford-
able health care and birth control. 

Since the Republicans want to deny women 
their right to choose, why not do something so 
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that most women will not have to be put in a 
situation where they have to choose. So, I ask 
my Republican colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the implementation of the Affordable 
Care Act, which will provide the needed ac-
cess to affordable health care and contracep-
tives and in doing so, not put women in the 
position where they have to consider abortion. 

f 

HONORING NEW JERSEY’S PROUD 
AGRICULTURAL TRADITION AND 
THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF FARMS 
LOCATED IN THE 11TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2012 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize New Jersey’s proud agri-
cultural tradition and the contribution of farms 
located in our 11th Congressional District. 

The prospering agricultural industry of to-
day’s New Jersey is the continuation of many 
years of farming dating back to colonial settle-
ment in the sixteenth century. Primarily a rural 
society, struggling settlers developed small 
family farms to stave off starvation. Soon local 
farms not only became an important source of 
fruits, vegetables, and grain, but also for raw 
materials used for the prospering textile indus-
try. Easy access to cotton, wool, and other 
farm products fueled the Industrial Revolution 
in New Jersey. Agriculture became not only a 
very profitable industry on its own, but also fed 
secondary manufacturing and merchant busi-
nesses. 

Every day, farmers across the state raise 
animals, harvest vegetables, pick fruit, and 
participate in the 400 year old tradition that 
built New Jersey into an economic power-
house. 

Today, New Jersey agriculture constitutes 
an $82 billion industry that provides a strong 
backbone for New Jersey’s economy. It also 
benefits surrounding businesses with the 
growing popularity of agrotourism. This ex-
tremely successful business model involves 
enticing people from near and far to visit, learn 
about everyday farm-life, and participate in ac-
tivities such pumpkin, wine tasting, hay rides, 
petting zoos, or horseback riding. This not 
only brings customers from the surrounding tri- 
state area to appreciate what New Jersey has 
to offer, but also fosters a greater public un-
derstanding of commercial farming. New Jer-
sey’s large agricultural sector provides em-
ployment, not only for farm workers, but also 
for those in construction for irrigation and 
drainage projects. This multibillion dollar in-
dustry supports New Jersey, providing jobs 
and raw materials, drawing in customers, and 
serving as its own lucrative business. 

New Jersey truly is the Garden State, as 
our motto says. Having a strong agricultural 
industry not only provides a great deal of eco-
nomic benefits to New Jersey, but also con-
tributes to a rich social tapestry. There are 
over 790,000 acres of lands across the state 
devoted to farmland. This has been celebrated 
as an extremely environmentally friendly use 
of land that preserves both a smaller carbon 
footprint and the beautiful greenery char-
acteristic of New Jersey. In a world where 
food insecurity remains one of the most dif-

ficult problems for mankind to combat, thriving 
agriculture reduces the acuteness of this issue 
and diminishes our dependence on food im-
ports. This land also provides access to fresh, 
locally grown foods, giving residents in the 
area healthier meal options. The agricultural 
industry is unparalleled in its contributions to 
New Jersey society, providing jobs, tourism, 
environmental protection, food security, raw 
materials for manufacturing, and so much 
more. 

Standing as a shining example of New Jer-
sey’s proud agricultural tradition is Wightman’s 
Farms, located in Harding Township, Morris 
County. Celebrating their 90th Anniversary this 
year, Wightman’s Farms has worked continu-
ously to expand what began as a farm into the 
prospering business it is today. The farm is 
one of over 8,000 other family owned and op-
erated farms in New Jersey that support their 
local and state economy. Currently managed 
by the third generation of Wightmans, the inte-
gration of tradition and innovation has certainly 
helped Wightman’s Farms not only last the 
test of time, but develop into a flourishing 
business enjoyed by customers near and far. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in recognizing New Jersey’s agricul-
tural tradition and the contributions of 11th 
District farmers. 
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RECOGNIZING THE PORT OF SE-
ATTLE FOR RECEIVING THE 2012 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE EM-
PLOYER SUPPORT FREEDOM 
AWARD 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, August 2, 2012 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor the Port of Seattle for receiving 
the 2012 Secretary of Defense Employer Sup-
port Freedom Award. The Port of Seattle is 
one of just fifteen employers across the coun-
try to receive this honor. 

Each year, the Employer Support of the 
Guard and Reserve, an agency of the Depart-
ment of Defense, awards employers with their 
annual Freedom Award. This is the Depart-
ment of Defense’s highest recognition award-
ed to employers for their exceptional support 
of Guard and Reserve employees. More than 
3,000 nominations from Guardsmen and Re-
servists, or their family members on their be-
half, were submitted and the Port of Seattle 
distinguished themselves among all the nomi-
nees. 

A Naval Reservist nominated the Port of Se-
attle because of the Port’s focus on hiring mili-
tary members and veterans, as well as for 
their participation in the military’s Transition 
Assistance Program. Twenty percent of the 
Port’s employees have served in the military 
and the Port has started a fellowship program 
to help returning service members transition 
from active duty to the civilian workforce. The 
Port of Seattle’s efforts at employing Guards-
men and Reservists serves as a model for 
other port districts that are establishing pro-
grams to hire more service members. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
honor the Port of Seattle for their superb treat-
ment of Guard and Reserve employees. The 
Defense Employer Support Freedom Award is 
a well-deserved honor. 

HONORING REPRESENTATIVE 
ELENA PARENT 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2012 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Georgia State Representa-
tive Elena Parent on the occasion of her re-
tirement from the Georgia General Assembly. 
In her short time in the Georgia State House, 
Elena has made a profound impact on the 
Georgia Legislature, and I know that she will 
be missed by her constituents from the 81st 
District. 

Outside of public office, Elena is incredibly 
involved in the Metro Atlanta community, cur-
rently serving on the Foundation Board of the 
Georgia Association of Women Lawyers, the 
Advisory Board of Directors of It’s a Journey, 
Inc., and the Women and Minorities in the 
Profession Committee of the State Bar of 
Georgia. She has also conducted fundraising 
and development efforts for HOPE Atlanta, a 
homelessness-prevention non-profit. I com-
mend her for such meaningful service to the 
people of Georgia. 

Elena recently announced that she will 
begin working as the Executive Director of 
Georgia Watch, a consumer advocacy group, 
at the end of her term this year. Having al-
ready received numerous awards for her lead-
ership, including inclusion in the Atlanta Busi-
ness Cronicle’s ‘‘40 Under 40,’’ Elena is an 
excellent choice for this position, and I look 
forward to hearing of her successes in the fu-
ture. 

I wish Elena, her husband, Briley, and their 
son, Brooks, the very best. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICE 
OF AUTUMN M. LEVA TO THE 
CONSTITUENTS OF COLORADO’S 
FIFTH DISTRICT 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, August 2, 2012 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
mixed emotions that I announce the departure 
of a valued member of my staff, Autumn M. 
Leva. 

Autumn has served in my Washington D.C. 
office for the past year and a half, first as our 
Staff Assistant and most recently as my Exec-
utive Assistant, Scheduler, and Legislative 
Aide. She has successfully handled her duties 
with a wealth of knowledge of the legislative 
and procedural processes. Her dedication and 
work ethic will be very difficult to replace. 

A longtime resident of Colorado’s fifth Con-
gressional District and a graduate of Salida 
High School, Autumn received her Bachelor of 
Arts in Elementary Education with a minor in 
Spanish from the University of Montana in 
2007 and went on to receive her Juris Doctor 
from Regent University School of Law in 2010. 
She is the daughter of Kathy Messick of 
Salida, Colorado and sister to Shane Leva. 

Autumn’s sparkling personality, enthusiastic 
can-do attitude, and team-player mentality will 
be truly missed. However, it is her love for the 
Lord that will be most remembered by myself 
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