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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM JORDAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, August 1, 2012 

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, my scheduled 
flight into Washington yesterday afternoon was 
cancelled for mechanical reasons. As a result, 
I was absent from the House floor during last 
night’s three rollcall votes. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
against S. 679 and in favor of H.R. 828 and 
H.R. 3803. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE CAMELLIA 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA AND 
RECOGNITION OF THEIR 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY 

HON. DANIEL E. LUNGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, August 1, 2012 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 50th an-
niversary of the Camellia Symphony Orchestra 
of Sacramento, California. 

The Camellia Symphony Orchestra is one of 
Sacramento’s prized assets and has deep 
roots in the region. 

Today’s Orchestra traces its beginnings 
back to a small group of local musicians who 
began informally gathering together and play-
ing music, simply for the fun of it. This group 
began performing at Encina High School, 
originally naming themselves the ‘‘Pot Luck 
Symphony.’’ 

On September 1, 1962, the group formally 
organized eventually adopting the name the 
North Area Community Symphony. Ever since 
that September evening, the Orchestra has 
continued to grow, educate and entertain peo-
ple in the Sacramento area. 

By 1970 the Orchestra changed its name to 
the Camellia Symphony and became a regular 
participant of Camellia Day events held annu-
ally by the City of Sacramento. As the Orches-
tra has grown, it continues to earn national 
praise while also showcasing the talent of 
Sacramentans across the country. In 1979 the 
Camellia Symphony won its first of many fu-
ture ASCAP awards, and in 1986 won the 
prestigious ‘‘INDIE’’ award for best classical 
release. 

As the years have progressed, the Camellia 
Symphony Orchestra has developed and pro-
duced innovative, historical and exciting per-
formances, earning a reputation as one of the 
finest orchestras in the region. While earning 
this reputation of excellence, the Orchestra 
has continued to give back to the Sacramento 
community, providing opportunities for local 
musicians to display their musical ability. The 
Orchestra’s commitment to community is seen 
through its ongoing collaboration with a variety 
of Sacramento events and organizations, such 
as Camerata California, the Strauss Festival, 
St. John’s Lutheran Church and many others 
in the region. 

On behalf of all those in the Sacramento 
area who appreciate what the Camellia Sym-
phony Orchestra means to our community, I 
would like to congratulate them on their 50th 
anniversary and wish them many more years 
of success and prosperity. 

INTRODUCTION OF COMMISSION 
ON AMERICANS LIVING ABROAD 
ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, August 1, 2012 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, U.S. citizens 
who live and work abroad serve as American’s 
informal ambassadors, helping to strengthen 
the United States economy and promoting 
American influence around the globe. For 
years I have worked to ensure overseas 
Americans are able to exercise their right to 
vote and have access to banking services. 
Five years ago I formed the Congressional 
Americans Abroad Caucus to focus and bring 
awareness to the concerns of the 4–6 million 
U.S. citizens residing abroad. Because they’re 
scattered across the world, it can be hard for 
Americans living abroad to get the attention of 
Congress. U.S. citizens remain Americans 
wherever they are in the world and should not 
be ignored. 

Americans living and working outside the 
U.S. continue to voice concerns regarding the 
impact of federal policies on voting, access to 
financial institutions, immigration, and taxation. 
Given that these and other federal policies af-
fecting Americans abroad cover an array of 
agencies, we should study the full impact of 
these policies on the overseas community. 
That is why today I am introducing the Com-
mission on Americans Living Abroad Act, cre-
ating an Executive Commission expressly 
charged with examining the concerns of U.S. 
citizens living and working abroad. This new 
legislation creates a 15 member panel to 
study the impact of U.S. laws and Executive 
actions on the overseas Americans commu-
nity. The study would then be used to make 
recommendations for actions Congress and 
the Executive Branch could take to improve 
collaboration and communication of policies 
impacting this community. Through this study 
we can better ensure awareness, coordination, 
and integration of the activities of the federal 
government relating to Americans abroad. 
Thanks to original cosponsors Reps. MICHAEL 
HONDA and CHARLES RANGEL for their support 
of the bill and their advocacy on behalf of 
overseas Americans. 

It is time we take a systemic look at all the 
issues affecting our citizens living abroad. 
Through this bipartisan Commission we can 
establish the state of policies and rules affect-
ing Americans abroad so we can better serve 
their needs as they live and work in our global 
economy. I urge my colleagues to support the 
bill. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, August 1, 2012 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, on rollcall No. 537, I was unavoidably ab-
sent due to my flight being canceled. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘No.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 538, I was un-
avoidably absent due to my flight being can-
celed. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 539, I was un-
avoidably absent due to my flight being can-
celed. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

HONORING JOHN BOGERT 

HON. JANICE HAHN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, August 1, 2012 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker. I rise today to 
honor the memory of John Bogert, who 
passed away on July 29, 2012 at the age of 
63 following a lengthy battle with cancer. 

John Bogert was a columnist for the Daily 
Breeze, a South Bay local staple, for 28 years. 
In that time, he wrote some 6,500 columns. 
He worked hard, writing five or six columns 
weekly, and his efforts did not go unrecog-
nized. By the end of his life he was known as 
the ‘‘Voice of the South Bay.’’ 

He wrote about anything and everything, but 
some of my favorite columns were those he 
wrote about his family. These columns were 
honest—sometimes brutally so—and gave 
readers insight into a life that often seemed 
very familiar. He had an uncanny ability to 
draw readers into his experiences and after 
reading his columns, his followers felt that 
they knew him. His book signings were char-
acterized by long lines and his appearance at 
local events drew crowds of people waiting to 
shake his hand. He even wrote one of his col-
umns on me as he attempted to capture a 
‘‘Day in the Life of Janice Hahn’’—it was one 
of my favorite writings on my life. 

John was born on October 7, 1948 in Utica, 
New York and spent much of his childhood in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He attended the Uni-
versity of Florida where he started his own 
newspaper and starred on the track team. 
After some time abroad, he moved to South-
ern California where he was hired by the Daily 
Breeze in 1979. He did not originally plan on 
staying long, but he became one of the 
Breeze’s longest tenured journalists until his 
departure in June of this year. 

He once said in an interview that journalism 
gave him the opportunity to ‘‘meet some pretty 
great people.’’ And indeed he met with so 
many interesting figures, from presidents to 
nuns to an encounter that let him drop the 
line, ‘‘Stalin’s interpreter once told me . . .’’ 

John Bogert leaves behind three children: 
Caitlin, 29, Rachel, 25 and Ian, 18. His eldest 
daughter is expecting his first grandchild in 
September. The granddaughter will be named 
Charlotte, a name picked by John himself. I 
consider myself incredibly lucky to have 
known John, and to have considered him a 
close friend. His family, friends, colleagues 
and so many readers will miss him dearly. I 
know that I will. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RADIOLOGISTS AND 
THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF 
RADIOLOGY 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, August 1, 2012 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the International Day of Radiology, and 
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draw attention to the important contribution 
that radiology, in particular diagnostic imaging, 
serves in the health care delivery system. 
International Day of Radiology is observed an-
nually on November 8th, an important date in 
the history of radiology. On that day in 1895, 
Professor Wilhelm Conrad Roentgen discov-
ered x-rays. Radiology will be celebrated by 
many groups including the American College 
of Radiology, the Radiological Society of North 
America, and the European Society of Radi-
ology. 

Radiologists (physicians with special training 
in the use of imaging including x-rays), Radi-
ation Oncologists (physicians trained to treat 
cancers with radiation alone or in combination 
with surgery and/or chemotherapy), and the 
medical imaging community have made signifi-
cant contributions to modern medicine, pro-
viding powerful tools for clinical diagnosis, de-
cision making, and treatment of disease. Over 
the last 30 years, medical imaging tools have 
been among the most sophisticated and cut-
ting-edge technologies developed for patient 
care. During that span we have seen con-
sistent decreases in cancer mortality rates 
with corresponding increases in American life 
expectancy. 

The U.S. National Academy of Engineering 
recognized the tremendous contribution of 
medical imaging exams when it ranked imag-
ing among the 20 greatest engineering 
achievements of the twentieth century. Prac-
ticing physicians surveyed in a 2001 Health 
Affairs study ranked Computed Tomography 
(CT) and Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) 
number one among the top 30 recent medical 
innovations. Perhaps most telling, the New 
England Journal of Medicine named medical 
imaging one of the top 10 medical advances 
of the last 1,000 years. 

A 2009 National Bureau of Economic Re-
search study found that individuals with great-
er access to imaging scans live longer. Diag-
nostic imaging services have enabled patients 
to avoid several types of expensive and 
invasive procedures. Imaging scans cost less 
than surgeries and reduce the number of un-
necessary hospital admissions and length of 
hospital stays. As such, medical imaging 
serves an important role in containing the cost 
of health care in the United States. 

With its impact on patients’ health, I’m 
pleased to recognize the importance of diag-
nostic imaging and radiation oncology, and 
call attention to November 8th as the Inter-
national Day of Radiology. 

f 

HONORING DIANE SHERMAN, 
MAINE HOUSING COUNSELOR 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, August 1, 2012 

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to honor the work of housing coun-
selors across the country who have assisted 
homeowners during the hardships of the re-
cent housing crisis—and one counselor in par-
ticular from Maine. 

A constituent wrote to me about Diane 
Sherman, a housing counselor at Coastal En-
terprises in Wiscasset, Maine, who helped this 
constituent in a four-year process to modify 

their mortgage. For all that time, Diane has 
been this family’s constant advocate. She has 
helped them through multiple hearings, held 
their bank to their word, and guided them 
through the bank’s maze-like bureaucracy. 

But what has mattered to this constituent 
more than anything else is that Diane treated 
her family with dignity, respect, and sympathy. 
This was in stark contrast to an institution that 
dealt with them more like a number than a 
person. At every step of the way, Diane re-
minded all involved that this was not an inhu-
man transaction—the situation was about real 
people threatened with losing a home that 
meant so much to them. 

Truly outstanding, though, is that Diane per-
formed her services for this family and many 
others while she herself dealt with life-threat-
ening cancer. When too sick to go to the of-
fice, she worked from home. She is still deal-
ing with the terrible disease but I hope and 
pray for her recovery. 

Across the country, thousands of housing 
counselors like Diane are working to keep 
families in their homes. They’ve only become 
more important in recent years as the housing 
crisis impacted millions of families. Combined 
with falling home values, unresponsive mort-
gage servicers, and long-term unemployment, 
these families have few places to turn. Thank 
goodness for housing counselors, who work to 
make sure consumers get a fair shot. They 
are not always successful, but they still make 
an incredible difference for families in very dif-
ficult situations. 

My sincere gratitude goes to these housing 
counselors for their heartfelt work, and my 
best wishes to Diane Sherman for her recov-
ery. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE WATER 
PROTECTION AND REINVEST-
MENT ACT 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, August 1, 2012 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, there is 
nothing more essential to quality of life, to the 
health of our families and of our communities 
than water. Water is life. Safe drinking water 
and basic sanitation make the difference be-
tween health and sickness, between a family 
thriving or struggling just to exist. 

Water quality and quantity are serious 
issues in communities across the country, es-
pecially now, when changing weather patterns, 
extreme drought, continued growth combine to 
put an even greater demand on our aging, in-
adequate infrastructure. To ease these pres-
sures, I am introducing the Water Protection 
and Reinvestment Act, which would establish 
a trust fund to help local communities meet 
their water infrastructure needs. 

Over a thousand communities across the 
country are struggling with combined sewer 
overflows as well as inadequate and aging 
sewer pipes. Small communities in particular, 
which already face huge questions of water 
supply and quality, have few resources with 
which to pay the bills and are seeing sky-high 
monthly costs for consumers. 

The Water Protection and Reinvestment Act 
creates a deficit-neutral, consistent, and 

firewalled trust fund to help states replace, re-
pair, and rehabilitate critical wastewater treat-
ment facilities. It will be financed by assessing 
small fees on a broad base of those who use 
water and contribute to pollution: water-based 
beverages, items disposed of in wastewater, 
and pharmaceuticals, which often wind up in 
wastewater systems. 

The materials that flow into sewer systems 
and then into rivers and streams present un-
precedented challenges to our water infra-
structure. More and more products are de-
signed to be flushed down toilets and drains, 
placing them in systems that are already 
stressed. Pharmaceutical residues are show-
ing up in treated wastewater and because 
they are difficult to treat, I’m afraid we are 
slowly medicating vast numbers of Americans 
against their will. Aging water systems—some 
still made out of brick or wood, some dating 
from the century before last—mean that Amer-
ica also faces old-fashioned system reliability 
issues. Reports indicate that each year an av-
erage of six billion gallons of drinking water 
leaks from these inadequate and ancient 
pipes. Six billion gallons is enough to fill 6,000 
Olympic sized swimming pools—if lined up, 
these pools would stretch from Washington, 
DC to Pittsburgh, PA. 

These aging and outdated systems are not 
just a local problem, relevant only to a single 
neighborhood, city, county, or even state. 
Water does not obey county boundaries or 
even state lines, and it is a resource on which 
we all rely. The Federal Government should 
help fill the funding gaps that local commu-
nities and States cannot. The opportunity is 
now: There is significant State and local in-
vestment, interest rates are near an all-time 
low, and enacting this legislation, the Water 
Protection and Reinvestment Act, will leverage 
hundreds of billions of additional dollars. 

The American public is already paying a dis-
proportionate share of the costs of water infra-
structure. Residential households have the 
least capacity to absorb additional costs dur-
ing these difficult times, and they already face 
wildly escalating costs to deal with problems 
that they did not create. The voracious water 
demands of industry far outstrip household 
needs. In large measure, the Cokes of the 
world, the pharmaceutical companies, and in-
dustries that produce products that get flushed 
are the ones that accelerate water demand 
and complicate water treatment. Industries 
that profit by putting their products in the 
sewer systems—either by design or inadvert-
ently—or who withdraw vast amounts of fresh 
water to make a profit should pay their fair 
share. Clean water is absolutely essential for 
these industries and the rest of the business 
community to function. A small fee to pay for 
water infrastructure upgrades would provide 
the business community far more in benefits 
than it would cost, and it could be used to le-
verage a broader range of investments. 

This bill will help communities deal with their 
water infrastructure needs in a stable, 
proactive way, and will provide significant ben-
efits for those who rely on our water system, 
the local government officials charged with 
making the system work, and the industries 
who rely on a clean, consistent source of 
water for their products. 
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